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CREDIT UNION

Smart Farming

Get the equipment your agribusiness
needs — without the big upfront cost.

Leasing can help you manage cash

flow and lower your tax bill.

sunrisecu.mb.ca
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Learn how leasing can benefit your farm.

Speak with your Sunrise lender today.

Choir performance rates standing ovation

OIL CAPITALS

HOME GAME
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1
US. SWAN VALLEY

STAMPEDERS
PUCK DROPS AT 7:30PM

In a visually stirring number, “As the Ship Went Down" (composer Woodpigeon, arr. George Chung) the choir sways on
the waves of this expressive sea ballad with featured soloists Tristan Plaisier, Taylor Beaumont, Siri Warwaruk, Micah
Thiessen and Krysian Dupra along with instruments - drum, bells, sticks and melodica.

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Virden AUD Theatre
resonated with the swell
of beautiful voices of
Westman Youth Choir
performing amazing
music from around the
world.

Conductor Ken-
dra Obach first joined
WMYC in 2015 and the
choir board says they’re
“excited to have her back
for another season!”

For the first time, choir
alumnus Clint McLach-
lan of Brandon shared in
conducting these young
voices. He’s appeared on
Virden’s stage with the
Konektis Choir as well.

With pianist Danielle
Guina, these conductors
drew a depth of talent
from the 54-voice choiras
they performed powerful
and imaginative music
for the audience. After
just two weekends of re-
hearsalsat Camp Wanna-
kumbac it was a magical
evening eliciting hearty
applause and a standing
ovation finish.

WMYC instrumentalists and singers.

Among the students
from 16 Westman com-
munities were Virden’s
Avrin Kriesner, Charley
Dunning, Krysian Dupra,
Micah Thiessen, Reed Plais-
ier, Sarah Lindsay, Tristan
Plaisier and JJ Thiessen
and from the southwestern
corner — Amelia Alphonso

(Pierson) and Eve Campbell
(Waskada).

Judy Poole with Virden
Musicand Arts Festival was
emcee and WMYC board
members Julie Poole and
Marlin Peters thanked
the many supporters and
donors who made the
2025 choir possible - busi-

PHOTOS BY ANNE DAVISON

nesses, clubs and a school
division.

Listed on the program
were memorial donations by
Michelle Chyzyk for her par-
ents Pat and Marie Angers;
Tenley & Herman Dyck in
memory of Bill Lawson; and
Karen Maryniuk for Keith
Harpelle.

THANK-YOU
FIREFIGHTERS

P9-12& 19

VIRDEN WELL
UP%\TE
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Phase One of accessible playground brings joy

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

With shrieks of glee, some Grade 3 kids swarm the carousel installed on the rubberized playground surface.
Nixon Gray in his chair is in the centre of it all. Adults celebrate the completion of the project, (L-R) Scott
Major, Dana Rudniski with Westman Dreams for Kids; Mary Montgomery School principal Brad Hayward;
Parent Advisory Council playground committee Andrea Gray, Beth McConnell, and Michelle Leslie.

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

ary Montgomery
School Accessible
Playground com-

mittee celebrated a grand opening on Thursday
afternoon, Oct. 16 where two representatives of
the largest donor organization - Westman Dreams
for Kids — attended to congratulate the committee.
A small group of parents and kids also attended.

November 2025 will mark two years since grant
applications went out and fundraisers began on
the journey to see a playground area dedicated to
ease of entry and a safe play area for those with
disabilities.

“It’s great to see it become a reality,” said Mary
Montgomery School principal Brad Hayward.

Members of the committee say Andrea Gray has
spearheaded the effort from the start and through
every fundraiser.

“We’ve selected some additional pieces to add
to this rubberized pad. Some interactive pieces,
some musical pieces,” said Gray. The rubberized
area will be extended toward the school building
where an outdoor learning centre and additional
seating is planned. “We’d like to add some shade
structures too.”

Completion of Phase One cost about $152,000.
Without a final plan, she guesstimates another
$75,000 will be required for Phase Two, which they
hope will be installed next summer.

The afternoon of Oct. 16 was breezy and damp but
spiritswere high seeing the excitement of Nixon Gray
in his wheelchair playing among young friends on
the newlyinstalled rubberized playground surface.

Nixon said he’s explored the play area and re-
ported to his mother Andrea, “Guess what! We were
going so fast, my shoe fell oft.”

Members of the playground committee Beth Mc-

Connelland Michelle Leslie noted the community’s
support: “We’ve done alot of fundraising in the last
two years. There’s been a lot of folks in the com-
munity helping out behind the scenes.”

The community has supported this construction
through purchasing 50/50 tickets, donating raffle
prizes, supporting the carnival where hundred at-
tended in the playground in June of 2024.

Along with a slew of corporate and community
group grants and donations, individuals have also
stepped up to donate to this playground that is not
just for the school.

They said, “Adults with accessibility issues who
can’t necessarily play with their kids on a play
structure can play with their kids here. It’s created
aspace that’sinclusive for anybody in our commun-
ity who could benefit.... That’s why we want to add
the outdoor seating. If you're a grandparent who
uses a walker or a wheelchair or a cane, it’s really
hard to navigate gravel surfacing on playground.”

Castle Oilfield Construction did the excavation
work without charge. Play Quest was hired to install
the equipment and rubber surfacing.

When Phase Two is completed, a sign at the play-
ground will display donor names.

Virden varsity girls
volleyball team
hosted tournament
and won consolation

Getting ready to serve #5 Scotlyn Chadney.

PHOTOS BY KIAHNA BARKLEY

Virden varsity girls #7 Libby Verran prepares for the
next volley.
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Critical update: Water rationing required
Virden races to assure water supply

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

Virden water source returns to this site adjacent to former wells (known as Erco wells).

By Anne Davison he Town of Virden
EMPIRE-ADVANCE }ssued ?1‘solemn warn-
ing tocitizenslastweek
but thisweek the Oct.21 notice read, “CRITICAL: Water
Conservation Notice. ... Your cooperation is not only ap-
preciated butrequiredatthiscritical time for ourcitizens.”
Virden has not run out of water in recent memory, but
the water carried naturally occurring arsenic, difficult
to remove. In 2021 Virden’s water source was relocated
to wells about 8.5km north of PR 259 in the Assiniboine
Valley.

Now, this source is failing, sending Virden back to a
former well site in the valley adjacent to PR.259.

The recent notice explains that current water usage is
not sustainable and as of Tuesday the Town pulled out
of the aquifer. Water will bypass all primary treatment,
but will maintain chlorination in water sent straight to
the reservoir. (Potable water storage reservoir is approxi-
mately 2000 m3; additionally 400 m3 of storage in the
water tower.)

“This water will be discolored and have an unpleasant
odor, butat this time, will be blended with the 2021 aquifer
water. Due to blending the impactwillnotbe asnoticeable
for tonight (Tuesday), but if consumption is not reduced
immediately, the quality will continue to deteriorate.

“It was critical that the Town transition off the 2021
aquifer today (Tuesday), as levels are extremely low....
This has not provided the Town adequate time to get the
old water system to a quality that can be ran through the
full treatment system. The Office of Drinking Water has
been advised of this requirement and will not be issuing
any further advisories.”

Canary stops singing

The firstsign of trouble waswhen water levels dropped
drasticallyin private wellson the 2021 wellsite, the canary
in the coal mine. While Virden’s wells were in a deeper
part of the aquifer, it was a warning.

Awater conservation notice was posted by the Town of
Virden on Oct. 7 asking all residents and business owners
to conserve water until advised otherwise. See notices on
the Town website, www.virden.ca.

However, water usage has risen in the past few days.
Messaging asking residents and businesses to reduce
water use seem to have gone unheeded.

Thesaying goes, ‘you never miss the water until the well
runs dry.” Water previously taken for granted now should
tobe limited to cooking, drinking, and essential hygiene.

Mayor’s concern

Mayor Williamssays, “Mygreatestconcernisthatpeople
are not following the Water Conservation Notices that
are being posted and are making the transition more
complicated and costly then it needs to be.”

Finding an abundant water source without contamin-
ates like arsenic has, for years, proved a challenge for
Virden. Several times from about 2009 and onward new
filtrationwasadded to thewater plantwith reverse osmosis
membranes and other substrate termed ‘green sand’ to
handle the arsenic. But provincial standards for arsenic

continued to drop as testing improved.

Health Canadahasestablishedamaximumacceptable
concentration (MAC) for arsenic in drinking water of
0.01 milligrams per litre (mg/L). Water from this former
well site and aquifer has contained persistent amounts of
arsenic over 0.0lmg/L.

For thatreason, Town of Virden website hasa drinking
water advisory from Manitoba Health and the Office of
Drinking Water: “A precautionary water quality advisory
is being issued so that water users are aware of the risks
and can take action to reduce these risks.

“Thearsenicguidelineis
based onlifetime exposure
(70 years). Drinking this
water over long periods of
time can slightly increase
cancer risk. It is beneficial
to try to keep arsenic levels
in drinking water as low as
possible.”

This advisory gives
people an opportunity
to buy bottled water for
drinking, preparing food
or beverages, including ice

homes and seniors’ residences are the most vulnerable.

This project was expedited in early October as Virden
has worked tirelessly with provincial partners including
Manitoba Water Services Board (MWSB), the Office of
Drinking Water and Prairie Mountain Health to deter-
mine the right course of action.

Team work

Williams says, “The Town has a knowledgeable, dedi-
cated project team that are working very hard to make
sure this happens as quickly and smoothly as possible.
This group is completely committed to do everything
they can to make sure the Town continues to have a safe
and adequate water supply.”

“Friesen Drilling Ltd. and Associated Engineering,
workingwith the Townand MWSB, have made this project
a top priority, with FDL having already commenced the
installation of the new well as of October 15.”

In a joint statement issued late Tuesday evening the
Town of Virden and the R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth
state they’ve been in contact regarding Virden’s current
water situation.

“We understand the challenges Virden is facing and
appreciate the importance of ensuring reliable water
access for the community,” said Reeve Clayton Canart of
the RM of Wallace-Woodworth. “Our Council is open
to sitting down with Virden and provincial partners to
look at potential short-term solutions and what kind of
infrastructure that would require. Due to our system’s
existing capacity and commitments, a full supply con-
nection is not feasible, but we are willing to explore what
limited or temporary assistance may be possible.”

Williams expressed appreciation for the R.M.’s willing-
ness to discuss cooperative options as the Town continues
workingwith the Manitoba Water Services Boardand other
agencies to secure a long-term, sustainable water source.

MONEY

MATTERS

Keystone Wealth | Aviso Wealth

Tanner Lewis

Financial Advisor
Keystone Wealth| Aviso Wealth

""FALL FINANCIAL PLANNING:
Preparing for the Holidays and Year-End Expenses"

and infant formula.
Boiling the water will
NOT reduce the amount
of arsenic in the water and
may potentially increase
the concentration ofarsen-
ic in the water very slightly.
Williams said, “I under-
stand people’s concerns
about going back to the
old source, but we need
to ensure that we have an
adequate quantity of water
for our citizens even if the
quality is not optimal. We
will continue to optimize
(water) treatment to deal
with any possible arsenic
issues from this source.

My major
concern at this
time is ensuring
the water
continues to

flow.” -Mayor
Tina Williams
Supplies must not run

out. Everyone relies on
it and the hospital, care

As October arrives with its crisp air and golden leaves, it marks not only
the heart of autumn but also the beginning of the holiday season. While
this time of year brings warmth and celebration, it can also lead to
financial stress if not properly managed. Thoughtful planning now can
help you enjoy the festive season without worrying about money. Here are
some smart strategies to prepare for holiday and year-end expenses.

Start by creating a detailed holiday budget. List all anticipated expenses—
gifts, travel, decorations, meals, and events—and set spending limits for
each category. This helps you avoid overspending while still celebrating
meaningfully. Use past holiday spending as a guide, and look for areas to
trim without sacrificing the joy of the season. A well-defined budget acts
as a roadmap and helps keep impulse spending in check.

Gift giving is a major holiday expense, so it's wise to plan ahead. Make a
list of everyone you plan to buy for and assign a budget to each. Look for
meaningful yet affordable alternatives like handmade gifts, shared
experiences, or charitable donations in someone’s name. Shopping early
allows you to take advantage of discounts and avoid the last-minute rush,
when prices are often higher.

If travel is part of your holiday plans, book as early as possible. Airfare and
hotel prices tend to rise closer to the holidays. Flexible travel dates and
loyalty program discounts can also help cut costs. Consider alternative
travel options like driving instead of flying, or staying with family to save
on accommodations.

The year-end shopping season, with events like Black Friday and Cyber
Monday, can be a trap for overspending. Make a list of items you genuinely
need or have been planning to buy, and stick to it. Comparison shopping
and using price-tracking tools can help you find the best deals without
straying from your budget.

Lastly, if you're expecting a year-end bonus, plan how you’ll use it in
advance. Allocate portions to different goals—paying off debt, boosting
savings, contributing to retirement, or covering holiday expenses. Being
intentional with your bonus ensures it supports your financial well-being
rather than disappearing on unplanned purchases.

By planning ahead this October, you can enjoy the holiday season with
peace of mind. A little financial foresight goes a long way toward keeping
your celebrations joyful, stress-free, and on budget.

Mutual funds and other securities are offered through

Aviso Wealth, a division of Aviso Financial Inc. K aviso

wealth
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fluneka

By Chad Carpenter

Sometimes it’'s too little, too late

was thinking about municipal

politics recently and pondered for

a moment about how young I was
when I firstbecame aware of municipal
affairs. [ know it was in the early 1950s
and I would have been about 7 years
old. During a particularly heavy snow
year, the roads to town in the RM of
Victoriawere blocked forseveral weeks.
My dad had a “school van” route and
hadtoswitchfroma 1952 International
truck to a horse drawn old-fashioned
school van for several weeks.

I am not sure if that wintery ordeal
was the instigation for my dad to visit
a neighbour to encourage him to run
for reeve but I distinctly remember
the condition of roads, especially in
winter was a major problem. Dad, and
some neighbours thought that Fred
Harrison would make a good reeve
and hoped that he could convince the
RM of Victoria to have bigger and
better equipment to grade the roads in
summer and plow the roads in winter.
It was my first example of seeing that
the most important level of politics in
Manitoba is municipal.

Fast forward by about 70 years and
my memory bankisfull of events where
municipal affairs have affected our
daily lives and livelihood.

As an adult, I have now lived in two
RMsandthe Town of Neepawa. L have
attended countless council meetings
as a taxpayer and newspaper editor.
I also served as mayor of Neepawa
from1998-2002 and from 2012 to
2014. T have seen municipal successes,
strugglesandafew disasters. Inmy first
term as mayor of Neepawa, I wasin the
council chairwhen the Neepawa water
treatmentplantfailed completely. That
was about five days of stress, expense
and finally, a solution.

The biggest currentissue, dare I say
crisis, in the coverage area for our three
papersat Virden, Riversand Neepawa
is the evolving issue of water quality
and supply at Virden. Virden’s water

GENTRE

KEN W ADDELL
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supplies are running low and an emer-
gency well drilling projectis underway
to try to avoid a full scale water short-
age crisis. Back in the day, the Virden
council received well-intended advice
that a new well would supply lots of
water and do away with the arsenic
level issue. That said, the arsenic level
was never very high, but it was above
legislated limits and as everyone would
assume, having anyarsenicindrinking
water 1sn’t a good feeling.

I don’t think any council or officials
can be blamed for the current crisis
but it has happened and is being ad-
dressed and to that, I say good on
Virden Council.

There may have been an earlier
solution and what has been suggested
is that the RM of Wallace-Woodworth
reportedly had betterwaterandingood
supply. I don’tknow ifthatis so. Maybe
Virden and Wallace-Woodworth
should have worked together on a
regional system.

My personal opinion is that the big-
gest problem we have in rural Mani-
toba 1s a lack of cooperation between
municipal entities. Before anyone gets
too upset with that statement, please
note I said it’s my personal opinion but
itis an opinion based on many years of
municipal experience and observation.

Back around 2010 or so, the NDP
Greg Selinger government decided to
“enforce” amalgamation. Itdidn’tgoall
that well as there wassevere distrustbe-
tween municipalities and government
and also between municipalities. For

over a 100 years towns and RMs had
been competingtostayalive, toachieve
levels of service and at the same time,
watch populations dwindle asfarms got
larger, many RMs and towns shrank.
Forced amalgamation was not popu-
lar. That said, several amalgamations
took place across Manitoba and in our
newspaper coverage area.

Personally I think RMs and Towns
should amalgamate. Long gone are the
days when as one reeve said long ago,
the government should just leave us
alone as all we need to worry about 1s
plowingtheroadsinwinterandgrading
the roads in the summer.

Towns, villages and RMs all have
to deal with much more than roads.
There are challenges with water supply
and distribution, sewage treatmentand
disposal, garbage andrecycling, health
care facilities and much more.

I am told there are over 20 CAO
vacanciesin Manitoba. Maybe we have
to pay CAOs more money. Municipal
politics has become too complicated,
expensive and risky to stick with what
I'would call the more casual approach
of the past.

It’s rare that any major municipal
project comes in under a half million
dollars nowadays. The Virden water
repair will be that high and it costs
over $100,000 to simply pave a block of
street let alone install or replace water
and sewer pipes.

We owe all our councillors and staff
avote of thanksbut that doesn’tinclude
sticking with outdated practices.

[RIVIEBERIES

RITA FRIESEN

Fruit cake
revisted,
20 years later

hose who know me well will find this difficult to

I believe- I was studying a cook book. Not reading

it for pleasure, for that’s absurd on many levels,

but studying as if I was preparing for a quiz, like I had a

major exam coming up. “Easily Made Christmas Cakes

and Fruit Cakes” page 51 of the old “A Guide to Good

Cooking, compiled by the makers of Five Roses Ilour”,
copyright 1938.

Oh, it’s not the first fruit cake I’'ve ever made, but it is
the first one in almost two decades, and I got to choose
from three hand written recipes. I chose the dark cake,
not two cups of molasses dark, just one tablespoon dark.
It was a separate shopping trip to pick up the ingredients.
My basic kitchen shelves do not hold two pounds of raisins,
one pound of currants, half'a pound of slivered almonds,
three quarters of a pound of mixed peel nor one pound of
glace cherries! It did contain the cinnamon, the molasses,
the nutmeg and the allspice - not the mace so I chose to
forgo it! On hand was a pound of butter and eight eggs.

Thenightbefore bakingI carefully cut the brown paper
to fit the three sizes of pans. And called my sister to see if
she double or triple layers the paper, remembering faintly
that our mother used three. She only uses one, so I was
down for that. Then I pre-mixed all my fruits, one recipe
said that would allow the flavours to blend. And called
my sister to see if I should dust them with flour so they
remain separate. Again, thinking that was something we
used to do. She said no, and I rejoiced.

Mixing day and I enlisted the strongarm of my grandson.
It gets to be heavy work! The wooden spoon did not bend
or break, and we took turns adding the eggs to the flour,
and the fruit to the batter. A slow oven....how slow?? One
book said 325 degrees, another said two fifty. And called
my sister to double check the temperature. She said try
three hundred. And so I did. I did check on line to see
which shelflevel was recommended, and the middle won.

The littlest cake was brown and firm in about an hour,
the other two more than twice thatlong. It could have been
a shorter time 1f I hadn’t opened the oven so frequently
to check on colour and firmness!

So, out of the oven, cooled and ready to store. And, I
called my sister to see how she stores her, and read the
cookbook again. She said that after they are cool wrap in
tin foil, then plastic and store in a tin or a plastic container
in a cool, dark place. And so I will!

Some major changes in baking the cake this time
compared to the last time. One thing is the price. All I
can say is that it better be good! And second, the time
was when my sister might have asked me for some input,
and now I rely on her!
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Southwesterners receive 4-H
Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship

In total, four out-
standing 4-H Mani-
toba members have

A 30-year-old male charged
with breaking and entering

Westman RCMP Service Report for Oct. 12 to Oct. 18

By VEA Staff
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Submitted
By WEsTMAN RCMP

During this week, Westman RCMP re-
ceived a total of 65 calls for service. Some
of these calls for service include 15 traffic
offences, 5 break and enter, 4 wellbeing
checks, b mental health act, 4 assault, 2
false alarm, 2 suspicious person, 2 uttering
threats against a person, 1 abandoned
vehicle and 5 mischief files.

On Oct. 12, during a routine traffic
patrol within the RM of Sifton, RCMP ob-
served a vehicle travelling at a high rate of
speed.Radarconfirmedaspeed of 121km/
hr in a 100 km/hr zone. RCMP initiated
a traffic stop and the driver was issued a
Traffic Offence Notice for Speeding, which
carries a fine of $325.

On Oct. 13, Westman RCMP received
areport of an attempted theft of a vehicle
thatoccurred throughout the nightwithin
the Town of Virden. The door handle of
the vehicle was broken and the steering
column near the ignition was damaged.
Thevehicle had been rummaged through
andsome changewasstolen. Police encour-
age residents to ensure that vehicles are
kept locked at all times and that keys and
valuables are not left inside vehicles.

On Oct. 13, Westman RCMP were
dispatched a call of a Break & Enter and
Assault that had occurred within the
Settlement of Sioux Valley Dakota Na-
tion. Police attended and learned that two
males entered a residence and assaulted
someone in the home by holding a knife
to his throat, punched him several times
and then pointedahandgunathim. Police
were able to locate the suspect, and he
was taken into custody without incident.
A 30-year-old male has been charged
with Breaking & Entering, Assault with a
Weapon, Using an Imitation Firearm in
the Commission of an Offence, Uttering
Threats Against a Person and two counts
of Possession of a Weapon for Dangerous
Purpose. His next court appearance will

be in November.

On Oct. 15, Westman RCMP were dis-
patched to a call involving an assault that
had taken place in the Settlement of Sioux
Valley Dakota Nation. RCMP arrived on
scene and observed obvious injuries to the
victim who was then taken to the hospital
to be treated for her injuries. Upon inves-
tigation, a 37-year-old male was arrested
without incident and transported to the
Virden RCMPdetachmentforlodging. He
wasremandedinto custodyandwillappear
in court later this month on a charge of
Aggravated Assault.

On Oct. 16, during a routine traffic
patrolwithin the RM of Pipestone, RCMP
observed a vehicle travelling at a high rate
of speed. Radar confirmed a speed of 124
km/hrina90km/hrzone. RCMPinitiated
atrafficstop and the driverwasissued Traf-
fic Offence Notices for Speeding, which
carries a fine of $495.

On Oct. 17, during a routine traffic
patrol within the Town of Virden, RCMP
observedavehicle turning onto King Street
bearing a license plate that was inactive.
RCMP conducted a traffic stop with the
vehicle where it was discovered that the
driveralsohadasuspendeddriver’slicense.
The driver was issued Traffic Offence
Notices for Driving without Motor Vehicle
Liability Insurance which carries a fine
of $672 and Driving While Disqualified
which carries a fine of $672. The driver
was also issued a warning for Drive an
Unregistered Vehicle.

On Oct. 18, Westman RCMP were dis-
patched toacallin the Settlement of Sioux
Valley Dakota Nation regarding a female
whohadbeenassaultedwithahockeystick.
Police attended the scene and spoke to the
victim who had obvious injuries. She was
taken to the hospital to be treated for her
injuries. A 28-year-old female was arrested
and charged with Assault with a Weapon
and Failing to Comply with Undertaking
Condition. She will appear in court in
December in relation to these charges.

beenselected toeachreceiva$10,000scholarship
in support of their post-secondary education.

Attending Brandon University, Allison Beau-
mont of Neepawa is the recipient of a $10,000
scholarship presented to her in honour of the
late Sharon Evans, of Hartney 4-H Club.

In2025, Beaumontserved assecretary of the
South Parkland 4-H Council for groups from
Kenton, Hamiota and northward to Riding
Mountain and Neepawa.

Ashlyn Whetter has been with the Alexan-
der 4-H club for many years. She’s Manitoba’s
representative to 4-H Canada’s Youth Advisory
Committee. Attending University of Manitoba
Whetter is in her fourth and final year of an
agronomydegreewhereshe’s the 2025-26 Vice-
President of U of M Future Leaders 4-H Club.

Brooklyn Piasta, at U of M was awarded the
scholarship in honour of Estelle Bahuaud, Head-
ingley4-H Cluband Sarah Meggison, alsoat U of M
Universityreceived thescholarshipin honourofLois

SUBMITTED PHOTO

4-H Ashlyn Whetter.

ment began here in Manitoba, paving the way
foralongandsuccessfulhistoryofopportunities
for Manitoba’syouth to develop leadership and
communication skills while learning about
agriculture and environmental sustainability,”
said Agriculture Minister Ron Kostyshyn. “On
behalfofthe Manitobagovernment, I congratu-
late all of the 2025 scholarship recipients and
extend my heartfelt wishes as they head toward
a bright future in our province.”

Clarke, Poplar Hill 4-H Club.
The 2025 Leaders of To-
morrow Scholarships were
awarded from a $1 million
endowment fund established

Lions Club Donations

- Part 11

by Manitoba Government
with the Brandon Area Com-
munity Foundation.

“We're very proud of this
year’s scholarship recipients
and excited to see where their
paths take them,” said Greg
Penner, Presidentof4-HMani-
toba. “Each of them hasshown
real leadership, dedication,
and a commitment to their
communities. Supporting
them asthey take the nextstep
in their education helps build
astrong future for Manitoba.”

4-H Manitoba’s mission is
to build leadership in youth
and adults while developing
essential life and leadership
skills as members “Learn To
Do By Doing.”

“One hundred and twelve

PHOTO BY CASSY HUME

Virden Lions Club member Alex Sundell presenting
a donation to Virden Palliative Care, accepted
by Chris Dunning on May 28. Over the next few
weeks we will be showing all the wonderful
donations made by the Virden Lions Club to

yearsago, Canada’s4-Hmove- | different organizations.

Town Office: 204-748-2440

Virden Landfill: 204-748-6033

Tundra Oil & Gas Place: 204-748-2736

VIRDEN
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CENTRE OF IT ALL

Animal Control: 204-851-5881

Facility Bookings: 204-748-2440

Emergency After Hours: 204-851-5540

Property Tax Notices
Reminder - Property taxes are due by October 31.

If you have not received your 2025 tax statement, please email
info@virden.ca or call the Town Office at 204-748-2440.

Noon Hour Shinny

Starting October 27

12:00-12:50 PM - Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays

$5 drop-in or season passes available at the Town Office - $125+GST
Visit our facility schedule at www.virden.ca.

B info@virden.ca

2025 Citizen of the Year

Nominations now open!

Nominate a deserving citizen or community group for Citizen of the Year.
Deadline to submit your nomination is November 14, 2025.

Visit virden.ca/p/citizen-of-the-year or call the Town Office for more information.

Upcoming Council Meetings

November 4 and November 18
Council Meetings start at 7:00 PM

¥ www.virden.ca 0 Town of Virden @virdentown




6 VirbeN EmpPIRE Abvance OcToBER 24, 2025

HeLEN DRYSDALE

OUT OF HELEN’S KITCHEN

From the Manitoba Pork Producers web site, “Manitoba pork producers are
proud to provide consumers at home and abroad with some of the best tasting
and highest quality pork in the world.” HyLife is now selling their pork products
in local Neepawa grocery stores, FreshMart and Co-op. Today’s main meal recipe
showcases this affordable and delicious locally produced meat.

Oven Bork stew

This simple and delicious pork stew recipe will warm you up on the chilly days
that are coming. Pork stew is a cozy, hearty one pot dinner filled with tender pork
and vegetables in a flavorful broth. If your Dutch oven cannot be placed in the
oven transfer the stew to a small roaster before placing in the oven.

1/4 cup oil

2 1/2 Ibs. boneless pork shoulder, fat trimmed and cut into 1 1/2 inch pieces

1/4 cup flour

1/2 tsp. each salt and pepper

1 liter chicken broth

1 medium to large onion, diced

2 cloves garlic, finely diced

2 celery stalks, cutinto ” pieces

1 small red pepper, diced

5 medium carrots, peeled and cut into linch pieces

1 small sweet potato peeled and cut into 2 inch pieces

2 bay leaves

1 tsp. dried marjoram or thyme

1 tsp. Dash

2 Thbsp. flour mixed with 1/4 cup water

Whisk together flour, salt and pepper in a medium bowl then toss the pork cubes
in it until coated. Heat oil over medium-low heat in a large Dutch oven. Once oil is
hot, place the pork in an even layer on the bottom of the pan. You may need to do
this process in 2 batches depending upon the size of your Dutch oven and amount
of pork used. If doing this save some of your oil for the second batch. Brown the
pork for 2-3 minutes on each side until all pieces are browned and then transfer
to a bowl. When all the meat is browned add back to the Dutch oven. Add the re-
maining ingredients except for the flour and water and place in a preheated 350 F
oven and bake for 1 1/2 hours. Remove from oven and add the flour and water
mix. Bring to a gentle boil on the stove and cook for several minutes until the stew
thickens. Remove the bay leaves. Season with additional salt and pepper if needed,
then serve with a slice of bread.

Banana oatmeal cake

For a sweet ending to your meal and to help fill the lunch box try this banana
oatmeal cake recipe. It will become a family favourite.

2 cups flour

1 cup quick oatmeal

2 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. baking soda

1/2 tsp. salt

1 tsp. cinnamon

11/2 cup mashed ripe banana

3/4 buttermilk

1/2 cup butter at room temperature

1 cup white sugar

2 eggs

1 tsp. vanilla

2/3 cup raisins or chopped walnuts or chocolate chips

Caramel icing:

1/3 cup butter

1 cup brown sugar

1/4 cup milk

1 tsp. vanilla

2 cups icing sugar

Preheat oven to 350 F (180 C). Lightly grease a 9X13 inch cake pan. In a bowl
mix together the flour, oatmeal, baking powder, baking soda, salt and cinnamon.
Set aside. Mix the bananas and buttermilk together. Set aside. In an electric mixer
bowl cream together butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Add the eggs and vanilla
and mix well. Add the half the banana mix alternately with the flour mix mixing
lightly after each addition. End with the flour mix. Stir in the desired raisins or
nuts or chocolate chips. Pour batter into prepared pan. Bake for 35-40 minutes or
until toothpick inserted in the middle comes out clean. Cool and ice with caramel
icing. Icing: Sift your icing sugar first to remove any lumps. Do not miss this step!
Melt the butter in a heavy bottomed pot. Stir in the brown sugar. Heat to boiling
stirring all the while. Then turn down the heat and while stirring gently boil for
two minutes. Stir in the milk and heat to boiling. Remove from heat and add the
vanilla. Gradually stir in the icing sugar and quickly spread over the cake. Enjoy
with your favourite people.

Elkhorn Manor upgrades
fire safety

Renovated courtyard also in the works

By Dale Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Lindsay Cooper, the Man-
ager of Health Services for
Elkhorn Manor, attended
the Oct. 16 meeting of the
Wallace-Woodworth council
to explain preparationsfora
provincial fire and life safety
renovation project. The up-
grades to the Manorare part
of a $286 million Manitoba
Government initiative af-
fecting 180 healthcare sites
and personal care homes.
They include installing or
modifying sprinklersystems,
generators, fire alarm and
CO detection systems and
sealing between areas of the
complex. Because Elkhorn
is not on a municipal water
system, the work will also
require a new pump house.

Timeline

Although the exact time-
line is uncertain, similar
projects in Reston and Mel-
ita, took 18 months to two
years, but Cooper expects
Elkhorn’s to be about one
year, since the building is
smaller and single level.

The project will go to
tender soon, with construc-
tion expected to startwithin
three to six months. During
the renovation, some rooms
willneed toremainvacantfor
safety and logistical reasons,
meaning admissions are
currently on hold. Cooper
said that this may cause
concern in the community,
so she wants council to be
informed and prepared to
look after any questions. She
stressed the importance of
building relationships with
local councils and of open
communication between
care facilities and municipal
leaders.

Public Communication

Coun. Mark Humpbhries
asked howPrairie Mountain
Health will communicate
thisinformation to the local
public, given that residents
may hear rumors or express
concern about closed beds.
Elkhorn Manor often has
more emptybedsthan other
regional facilities, with no
provincial waitlist to fill
them. This allows Elkhorn
to act as a flexible site, ac-
ceptingresidentsfrom other
regions while they wait for a
preferred placement closer
to home.

Humphriessaid, “Whatwe
find is that misinformation

has people guessing and
then the rumour spreads
and then there’s something
that (sounds) disastrousand
it’snot...You're trying to im-
prove the safety conditions.
You're trying to make sure
that it’s up to date.” Hum-
phries noted that clarity and
transparency are important
and added, “For the locals
to know that sometimes we
do have four and five beds
spare takes the panic out of
the fact that you're going to
take four or five beds out to
do the renovation.”
Staffing levels are gener-
allystrongatElkhornandall
nursing positions are filled
exceptforone (.45 part-time
vacancy. Among health care
aides, therewasone full-time
and one 0.8 position open,
but existing parttime and
casual staff had been suc-
cessfully covering the shifts.
Housing was cited asa major
barrier to staff recruitment.

Courtyard renovation

Another new project will
improve outdoor spaces at
Elkhorn Manor. Cooper
shared plans to transform the
backofthe propertyintoasafe,
enclosed area with a cement
walking path, new sod and
shrubbery, and a chain-link
fence around the perimeter.
The goal is to create a space
where residents can enjoy out-
door gatherings, host music
events, and socialize safely.

The proposed project, es-
timated at around $200,000
will replace uneven paving
stones and increase access-
ibility. The team hopes
to begin fundraising and
promotional effortsin 2025.

Coopernoted thatprovin-
cialfunding through Shared
Health or other health
authorities does not extend
to outdoor improvement
projects, meaning the effort
depends entirely on dona-
tions and fundraising.

LAY

Don’T Do I YouRsELF

CROSS

PLUMBING & HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING
PLUMBING

DRAIN CLEANING
HEATING

204-748-2108

Contact:

204-748-1788

info@pphmb.com

Services:

* Plumbing

» Heating

 HVAC

* Hydronics

» Geothermal

» Septic Tank

e Electric &
Gas Boilers

Serving
e Agricultural

e Commercial
o Dilfield
e Residential

940, 7th Avenue
Virden, MB ROM 2C0

Phone: (204) 748-2790
Email: info@Irbelectric.ca
Web: www.irbelectric.ca
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MiniotaNews

The 2nd An-
nual Sportsman’s
Dinner was held
in the Miniota Community Hall on Sat-
urday, Oct. 18th with over 200 attending
to enjoy and support the Enhancement
Committee in their fundraising endeav-
ours. The hall was tastefully decorated by
community ladies for this special evening.

Chairman ofthe Enhancement Commit-
tee, Jeff Poppel, brought greetings to the
crowd, giving an update on the status of
thismajor project, thatofadding one more
ball diamond to the sports grounds and
artificial ice in the skating rink, with addi-
tional rink updates as funds are secured.

A roast beef supper, catered by Little
Kitchen on the Prairie, was enjoyed prior
to hearing Lorne Molleken tell his hockey
story, a professional goal tender in the
NHL, followed by being head coach for the
Chicago Blackhawks, and a major support
and coach for the Saskatoon Blades team
for many years.

A hatauction followed with $33,000 be-
ingraised. Anotherwonderfulfundraising
eventwith thanks toallwhosupported this
community cause.

An announcement was made this week
of a $30,000 grant being received for

Submitted
By LinDA CLARK

the Miniota Enhancement rink project
from Twin Valley Co-op and Federated
Cooperative Limited through their Co-op
Community Spaces granting. This is truly
appreciated by the Miniota community.

The Miniota United Church choir with
Lynne Cornish at the piano and Linda
Clark leading a Thanksgiving worship
service visited The Sherwood in Virden
this past week. Following worship, fellow-
ship was enjoyed with our many Miniota
and area friends and others over coffee.

This past week our community was
pleased to benefit from the work and
inspiration of Birtle Legion #55, as ban-
nerswere hung around town in honour of
our veterans. John and Noreen Stowe are
members of the Birtle Legion and tell us
thatifyouwish to have a family member (a
veteran) honoured, to ask for an applica-
tion and this work will be furthered next
year. Our hats are off to the Birtle Legion
forinitiating thismostworthy project. Cars
can be seen driving by the banners slowly
to take in all the names. Our community
isinvited to attend the Remembrance Day
service at Birtle on November 11th. Lest
We Forget!

“Choosing to have joy is not naively
thinking everything will be easy. Itis cour-
ageously believing that there is still hope,
even when things get hard.” - Facebook
quote, Author Unknown

Taming the fire: Fun and
holistic ways to beat heartburn

PUBLISHED,

AUTHORYH OUISTIC
\WELIINESSICERTIEIEDJKIYPNOTISTECkiA

MARIE EVELYNE GINGRAS

a little papaya after a meal
can also help butjust make
sureyoudonotmistake the
fennel for confetti at your
next dinner party!

One superstar worth

mentioning is chagamush-

Letusfaceit. Afew things
ruin a good meal faster
than thatfieryfeeling rising
in your chest. Heartburn
can make even the most
delicious dinner feel like a
regret-filled science experi-
ment. Butbefore youreach
for the chalky tablets, let
us discuss some holistic,
natural, and surprisingly
fun ways to cool that inner
volcano.

First, let us start with how
you eat, not just what is on
your plate. Picture your
stomach as a patient little
campfire.Itburnsbestwhen
fed slowlyand gently. When
we scarf down food like we
are in an eating contest,
we overload the flame and
end up with a flare-up. So,
chew like you mean it. Put
your fork down between
bites and taste your food.
Pretend you are at a five-
star restaurant even if you
are eating Tuesdayleftovers.

Next up: posture. After
a meal, resist the urge to
flop onto the couch like a
satisfied seal. Lying down
too soon invites acid to

sneak back up your throat.
Instead, sit up straight or
go for a gentle walk. Even a
stroll to the mailbox helps
gravity do its job. Think of
it as your digestive system’s
version of teamwork.

Now, about what is on
your plate; your spicy buf-
falo wings, fried goodies,
and triple-shot lattes might
be part of the problem. But
the good newsiis that heart-
burn does not mean you
have to live on bland food
forever. Add cooling foods
like cucumber, melon, or
aloe juice to balance the
heat. And when it comes
to drinks, swap that coffee
for a peppermint tea with
honey. Peppermintsoothes
the digestive muscles, and
honey adds a sweet coating
that feels heavenly when
acid strikes.

Ifheartburn hitsanyway,
afewquicknaturalfixescan
work wonders. Try a warm
glass of water with a pinch
of baking soda to neutral-
ize acid or sip on ginger
tea to calm your stomach.
Chewing fennel seeds or

room. This earthy wonder
isloaded with antioxidants
and helps soothe inflam-
mation in the digestive
tract. You can enjoy it as
a tea or add a spoonful of
powdered chagatosmooth-
ies. It also helps balance
stomach acidity naturally.
Think of chaga as nature’s
way of saying, “I've gotyour
gut.”

And we cannot forget
stress. Your mind and your
stomach are best friends
and when one gets upset,
the other tends to follow.
Try deep breathing, medi-
tation, or tapping on your
wrist at the Pericardium 6
point to calm the nerves.

Finally, a bedtime re-
minder: eat early, sleep
slightly elevated, and let
your food settle before you
dream. Your stomach will
thank you in the morning.

Heartburn might feel
dramatic, but with a few
mindful tweaks, a little
chaga, and some humour,
you cankeep the firewhere
it belongs, warming your
heart, not your throat.

Over $1.1 million committed to
Miniota Enhancement

On Oct.18, Jeff
Poppel, Chair of the
Miniota Enhance-
ment Committee told the crowd at the sports-
man’s’ dinner last Saturday evening, “Over
the pastyear, our committee and community
have achieved incredible things. Through
your generosity and hard work, we've raised
and committed over $1.1 million toward our
facility enhancement project.”

Hecalleditan “astoundingachievement”in
thesmall community, accomplished by people
coming together with “purpose and pride.”

“Following last year’s Sportsman’s Din-
ner, we launched a community canvassing
campaign that brought in over $260,000 in
donations. We continue towelcome contribu-
tions from anyone who still wishes to support
the project. Though we won’t be doing the
door-to-door campaign this year, the door
to help is always open and we welcome your
support towards phase three of our project!”

iy

By VEA Staff
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

[=]

Don’t let flu and COVID-19
interfere with your plans.

Manitoba.ca/vaccine

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Miniota’s Brad Cole (L) with his former coach and guest speaker, NHL player and

coach Lorne Molleken, beside the fundraiser storyboard.

Funding came from corporate donations
andfrom the local business, North Mountain
Welding, plusamunicipalgrant. Prairie View
Municipality supported Miniota’s project to
the tune of $351,000.

Poppel said, “We held our first-ever
Alumni Golf Tournament thissummer,which
raised more than $45,000, and the Growing
Miniota community harvest was once again
a tremendous success. With thanks to our
local farmers, sponsors, and volunteers, the
2025 crop is projected to generate another
$100,000 for our efforts.”

InFebruary2025 theice plantandflooring
systemwasordered.In May, Phase Twobegan.

“One of our major milestones—the con-
crete pour—took place on Sept. 8, and...
on Oct. 6, the ice plant arrived in Miniota,”
said Poppel adding, “Connection and com-
missioning are now underway, and we’re on
track to have a fully functional arena by early
to mid-November.”

Manitoba ¥
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Wallace-Woodworth to support Deep Sky lobby

By Dale Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

TheRural Municipality of
Wallace-Woodworth Coun-
cilmet on Oct. 16 and dealt
with many matters includ-
ing a delegation to present
plans for Elkhorn Manor
(see story: Elkhorn Manor
upgrades fire safety).

A project to create a car-
bon capture and storage
site in the RM of Pipestone
hasbeen proposed by Deep
Sky who have developed
the technology. Council
expressed concerns over
Association of Manitoba
Municipalities’ (AMM)
handling of support for an
amendment to the Carbon
Capture Storage Act.

Reeve Clayton Canart
suggested thatAMMshould
represent collective lobby-
ingstrengthand notdismiss
issuesjustbecause theydon’t
currently affect all muni-
cipalities. Canart said, “I
thought the point of AMM
was to have the strength of

the whole group lobbying
andadvocatingforanissue.”
The RM of Pipestone has
already written to the Min-
ister and shared a copy of
their correspondence with
the Wallace-Woodworth
council. Canartadded, “We
can reach out to Pipestone
to say if they need any extra
help, we’d be willing to sup-
port them.”
Water

Council approved areso-
lution to sign the water con-
nectionagreementbetween
the RM of Wallace-Wood-
worth and High-Life Ltd.

Manitoba Municipal Ad-
ministrators (MMA) are ask-
ing municipalities to help
lobbyforincreased funding
for the Manitoba Water Ser-
vicesBoard (MWSB) bysup-
porting a resolution to in-
crease MWSB’sbudgetfrom
$24 million to $100 million.
Theagencyhasreceived 346
project applications from
103 municipalities in 2025
withatotal estimated cost of
$1.35 billion, far more than

it could support. Council
expressedsome uncertainty
aboutwhether thefiguresre-
ferred to the capital budget
or the general corporate
budget, so they decided to
getclarification before pass-
ing the resolution.
Transportation

A “Watch for Children”
cautionsignwillbeinstalled
on Road 62 near SW 16-11-
28, and “Hearing-impaired
child at play” signage on
Road 56 near NW 10-10-26.

Council approved a
change order to expand
the bridge on Cemetery
Road from a 9-meter to a
12-meter span. The change
increasesthe costby $48,760
bringing the total contract
to $1,044,904.60. Council
thenapproved thefirstprog-
ress payment to Samson De-
velopmentsfor $131,466.35,
coveringdesignandreplace-
mentwork completedsofar.

Elkhorn

Council passed a motion
approving the one-year ex-
tension ofthe Elkhorn Child

Care Facility inspection
contract for LRB Electric at
a cost of $6,960.47.

The former Elkhorn Mu-
nicipalShedat10Grange St.
isbeyond repairand council
felt it would not fit in well at
the museum groundswhere
the Manitoba Antique Auto-
mobile Museum isfeatured.
Council agreed that the
building should be demol-
ished and will advertise that
thebuildingwillbe available
forsalvageforalimited time,
allowingresidentstoremove
and reuse the lumber at
their own risk, provided it
was taken off-site by a set
deadline. Notices will be
posted locally and, in the
Empire-Advance.

Canada Post

Council considered cor-
respondence regarding
potentialchangesto Canada
Post operations. Canart
expressed concern that
while much of the federal
discussion seems focused
on reducing door-to-door
delivery, the municipality

needs to remain vigilant
in case future changes af-
fect rural post offices. He
stressed that maintaining
ruralmaildeliveryisvital for
small communitiesand that
council should be prepared
to lobby against closures if
necessary.
Councillor reports

Coun. BarbStambuskiat-
tended a Manitoba Antique
Automobile Museum meet-
ing and reported that roof
replacement has begun.
The committee received
a $20,000 grant, leaving
them only $3,000 short of
their fundraising goal. She
also attended the grand
opening of the renovated
Virden branch of the Bor-
der Regional Library and
said, “I'm really impressed.
Inever couldhaveimagined
that the facility could look
the way it does now.”

Coun. Mark Humphries
agreed that the library
renovation was a great
success and praised the
commitment of the staff in

keeping the library open
during the process. Hum-
phries also attended the
ManitobaAgricultural Hall
of Fame ceremony where a
local Pipestone producer
received aLifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

Reeve Canart reported
on his meeting with the
Town of Virden and said,
“Theycalled meafteracom-
mittee meeting last week to
let me know whatwas going
onwith theirwell. They’rein
averyunfortunate situation
having tobasicallyabandon
their new well they drilled
and looking for alternative
options. As a council we
all know, you sit in these
positionsand rely on profes-
sional advice and engineers
to give you advice on what’s
best for your community.
Andyou paywell for thatin-
formation. And thenyoudo
make decisions thatyou feel
are the best decision based
on theinformationyouhave
at hand.” Canart thanked
Virden council for notify-
ing him before the news
went public and said that
Wallace-Woodworth will
give any support needed.

UMPIRE MEMORIES
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GERRY
NOLAN

The game I will refer to was between the Hamiota
Huskiesand the Melita Bisonssouthwesthockeyleague
played in the old Hamiota arena. The old rink had no
glass around the boards, which meant the fans were
right on top of you and leaning over the boards, it
was awesome back in the day, not like today. The only
thing back then was the lighting was not that great,
sorta dark compared to the rinks today.

Melita Bisons were in Hamiota to play the Huskies,
this was early in the season. Maybe it was even exhib-
ition hockey, which I really disliked doing because it
tended to getrough because playerswere notin shape.

The first period there was a lot of energy to say the
leastand both teams were flying up and down the ice.
There was lots of hitting, but it did not take long for
gloves and elbows to rise and, of course, some players
who were not used to getting hit much were taking
their share of bumps. Then the chippy play started
which led to a couple of fisticuffs. A steady stream of
players were heading to the penalty box and neither
team seemed to be concerned that this was happen-
ing. Both teams had full benches so, what the heck,
more body space on the bench.

When the first fight broke out, I was yelling for
players to go to their respective benches. This was a
new rule that season and Brian Franklin had told the
officials to really crack down on this in the exhibition
games, so playerswould knowwhen the regularseason
began. This was the way it was going to be officiated.
If you did not go to where the referee instructed you,
there would be game misconducts assessed.

A fight breaks out after some collisions along the
boards and a player from each team gets at it. I am
yelling at the players to go to their respective benches.
Nobody is going to their benches and others are
pushing and shoving and telling each other how they
are going to beat them up etc. etc. I am sure you get
the picture! There were already 3 or 4 players in the
penalty box and I just did not see the sense of putting
8 other players in the penalty box. After the linesmen
had escorted the 2 original players who were fighting
off the ice, I assessed a Game Misconduct penalty to
the hard of hearing 8 players. I figured the benches
would not be so crowded and it would take the silly
rough stuff out of the game.

Now none of the players were very happy aboutleav-
ing the game via Game Misconducts. Gordie Lyall was
standing by the blue line where Iwasstanding watching
the parade of players leaving the ice surface. Gordie
said, “Gerry, what did you give them for penalties?” I
told Gordie I had given them all game misconducts
for not going to their players’ bench. He just laughed
and said I would have done the same thing!

Brad Oliver from Melita was especially unhappy
aboutbeing kicked out of the game asI thinkhe had a
score to settle with a Hamiota player. Brad was cursing
at me and said he would have started fighting if he
knew I was going to assess him a Game Misconduct. I
said to him, soyou’re saying you didn’thear me yelling
to go to the benches? He said. “YesI heard you.” I said
you have no excuse then for not going to your player’s
box. I also said and maybe I should not have, but I
said if you fight like you listen you would have come
out second in that too. He is skating away and about
20 feet away stops and turns back and gives me the
what for statement. I said look at the bright side, you
get all the hot water you want and maybe the coldest
beer of the night.

The old Hamiota rink holds some really special
memories of hockey games played there and of some
of the crazy things that took place in the old barn.
I am sure this will not be the last time I will have an
article about the old Hamiota arenal!

TORONTO BLUE

JAYS HAVE HOME
FIELD ADVANTAGE

The Toronto Blue Jays
have had a great season.
They finished first in the
American baseball season and thus have home field
advantage for the playoffs.

‘We have all seen the highs and the lows that any team
can go through at any given time during the course of a
long season. The Blue Jay success has been based on solid
defense and the fact they put the ball in play. They just do
not strike out very much at all. You can not get on base
by striking out, so cut down the swing and get base hits.

Canadians have been rejoicing in the victories and are
hopingforanother World Seriesappearance. Torontowill
face Seattle in game six tonight as of this writing.

The shocking thing about the coverage on the Blue
Jays team is after they won the division, then defeated the
New York Yankees is the language they were allowed on
public television. Sportsnet and even CBC news carries
live interviews and the language we hear is awful. Iwould
copy all the things they say, but I will not.

If your children are watching this, I am sure they will
figure it is acceptable to speak in front of a microphone
using the same foul language. If professionals say it, why
can’t I? It’s acceptable on television so why not in the
school, in the playground, in the classroom, in the hall-
way? Where does it end? Can it be stopped? People talk
smack as well, even publicly! Any consequences for this?
Does not appear so!

Maybe post game interviews should be monitored,
a time delay. They did to Don Cherry, and he was not
swearing. Again, we feed the minds that what is taking
place is acceptable. Well, it is not!

There isa time and a place for such talk, we used to call
it the barnyard talk. Apparently, the barn has moved to
public television for all to hear from the Blue Jay Manager
and his players, who by the way have notyet captured the
World Series Championship. Times aren’t like they used
to be, are they?

By Gerry Nolan
EMPIRE-ADVANCE
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FIREFIGHTERS
ARE OUR
HEROES

Thanking our local firefighters for their
service, sacrifice and dedication for
protecting our community!

Tron FRERENERS

Fire Chief: Chris Routledge, Michael Draper, Andrew Hunt, Dean Brooker, Cameron
Hodgins, Tyler Routledge, Bruce Sangster, David Logan, Doug Roseveare, Lane
Routledge, Matthew Williams, Tyler Bond, Donald Caldwell, Brad Nixon, Warren Hunter,
Trent Alexander, Diana MacDonald, Owen Routledge, Charlie Airey, Easton Slimmon,
Ethan Nixon, Jonathan Kroeker, Garrett Kent, Brett Hemrica

THANK
YOU FOR
BEING
TRUE
HEROS!

THANK YOU

to all the volunteer

FIREFIGHTERS

for your hard work & dedication!

175 Wellington St W, Virden

204-748-3200

chickenchef.com

@‘Ghicken
Chef

flihankeyoul

Eirefighters
protectingfour

Comfort”

INN & SUITES
204-707-6020

204-748-2223

Thank you

TRUCKING .~ pirefighters for
x‘@%ﬁ preteciing eur

2048516518

community!

Thenie
Uou

to, alll outn community,

Volunteer: Finefighters,
fot: yout coutage and)

sacrifice

[THANK{Y.OUJEIREFIGHTERS;
[FOR}YOURISERVICE!|

261 7 Ave S, Virden
204-748-1869
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PIREPIGRTERS A

WALLACE DISTRICT FIRE DEPARTMENT STATION 1

Joseph PAPPEL Cory NIXON Bruce BRADING Chris SCOTT Chuck HEAMAN Curtis SMITH Evan PARDY Everett MURPHY

Joel NEUMIER John DAVIDSON John ROSS Kirsten DAVIDSON Koen ELLINGHAUS Kole WHEELER Rick WALKER Ryan HAYDEN ‘

IEVANKEYOU
EIREEIGHTERS

for keeping our
communities safe
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STRICT FIRE DEPARTMENT STATION 2

ELKHORN

Giordano GIANNICO Brad YOCHIM Aaron LEWIS Gareth LEWIS Abdul SIDDIQI Blaine RHODES Brad MCGRATH Dan KLIEVER

Shelby SWANSON Jack LEWIS Joel LEWIS Shawn CHAPMAN Spencer CHAPMAN Travis MCCOLL Jon KLIEVER
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269 King St East, Virden

204-748-8047 - stillwateradventures.ca
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Fire Department

for all you do to keep our
communities safe!
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Two Borders
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PLUMBING & HEATING
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227 Third Ave South, Virden
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(204) 748-2354 | 558 Frame Street, Virden, Manitoba
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OAK LAKE-SIFTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
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300 Frontage Rd, Vircden - 204-748-3396
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Virden, MB
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Virden: 204.748.6687

Pierson: 204.634.2244

FIREFIGHTERS

for your service and keeping
our communities safe.

Kenton ¢ Miniota ¢ Oak Lake

fusion

THANK YOU - ou:

OAK LAKE-SIFTON DEPARTMENT

FOR YOUR DEDICATION TO KEEPING OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE
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OiL CAPS BEAT FLYERS, BATTLE PISTONS

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Oil Capitals split their two games

last weekend.
On Oct. 17, the local Manitoba Junior Hockey
League team defeated the visiting Winkler Flyers, 6-2.
It was their fifth victory in six games. The next night,
the Oil Caps fell 5-2 to the league-leading Steinbach
Pistons.

The Virden team came into this week with a 7-4-0-
0 record. The Oil Caps were set to host the Portage
Terriers on Oct. 23 after the Empire-Advance dead-
line. On Oct. 25, the team is in The Pas to play the
Northern Manitoba Blizzard.

Oil Caps 6, Flyers 2

The hosts delighted the 711 fans at the Tundra
Oil & Gas Place with a trio of third-period markers
to get past the Flyers. Winkler left the weekend with
a 38-7-1-0 record.

“Ithoughtitwasa good effort top to bottom against
a team that is far better than their record shows,”
Virden head coach Tyson Ramsey. “We had a game
plan and stuck to it and were rewarded for it.”

The Oil Capitals’ Brooks Siemens scored the
lone goal of the first period. With his fourth goal
of the season, he has already surpassed the three
he accumulated as a rookie. In the second frame,
Marshall Light and London Hoilett both scored to
increase Virden’s lead to 3-0. It was the first goal of
the season for Light, who is from Moosomin. The
Flyers responded with two power play goals by Kam
Thomas to pull to within one, 3-2, before the second
intermission.

In the third period, Virden’s own Bryce Bryant as

well as Colten Worthing-
tonand Noel Englotlitthe
lamp. Englot’s came on
the power play. Worthing-
ton, who had two points,
was the First Star. Bryant
received the second star,
and Hoilett, who had
two points, earned the
Third. Liam Goertzen was
named Virden’s Hardest
Working Player.

Virden goalie Braxton
Burdeny stopped 35 of
the 37 shots he faced. Leif
Ekblad made 31 saves for
the Flyers.

Things got physical late
in the third period. Oil
Capitals Carson Wright,
Goertzen, and Cohen
Lewko received fight-
ing majors as did Flyers
Charles Bernier, Oliver
Schroeder, and William Lyons.

Pistons 5, Oil Caps 2

In front of 1,970 fans in Steinbach, the Oil Caps
outshot the league’s top team 35-26. The Pistons
scored three of their goals with the man advantage
as they went three-for-four on the power play. Virden
was one-for-five with the man advantage.

“Five-on-five we played avery strong game,” Ramsey
said. “We defended well, moved the puck well, and
our forecheck was heavy. Special teams were the
difference in us being successful and getting a point

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPS

Virden Oil Caps celebrating after making another goal on Friday, October 17,
against the Winkler Flyers.

or two. Our powerplay wasn’t sharp and we took too
many penalties and our penalty killwasunstructured.
Some positives for sure, but not consistent in all parts
of our game.”

Rhylan Baxter and Bryantscored Virden’s goals. As
of Oct. 20, Bryant led the Oil Caps with eight goals
and 14 points in 11 games. Burdeny made 21 saves
on 25 shots.

Ryan McDonald scored twice for Steinbach. Luke
Bogart, Evan Gradt, and Grady Hoffman had the
Pistons’ other goals. Easton Thvedt had 22 saves.

VETERAN BURDENY GUARDS NETS FOR OIL CAPITALS

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPS

Virden Oil Caps #35 Braxton Burdeny.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

last-minute decision made more than adecade
AaBgo started a hockey journey that led Braxton
urdeny to a big role this season with the

Virden Oil Capitals.

When the Winnipegger’s motherwassigning him up
for U9 tryouts, Burdeny opted to be a goaltender. Now
the 20-year-old is providing a veteran presence in net
for the local Manitoba Junior Hockey League team.

“I had played a little bit of it the year before and

really enjoyed it,” Burdeny said. “What drew me to the
position was getting to see the awesome equipment
they got to wear and watching guys like (Hockey Hall
of Fame member) Martin Brodeur dominate while
growing up. I would always pretend I was playing
goalie while watching hockey and doing the move-
ments on my couches.”

He spent the first two seasons of his junior career
with his hometown Freeze, now known as the Mon-
archs. Burdeny was a crucial player for the Freeze last
season. He competed in 40 games and finished fifth
among MJHL goalies in minutes.

As of Oct. 20, Burdeny has backstopped the Oil
Capitals to four victories. On Oct. 3, he earned his
first MJHL shutoutwith a 26-save performance against
the Swan Valley Stampeders. The 6-foot, 155-pound
Burdeny entered this week with a 2.90 goals against
average and a .899 save percentage.

“Braxtonisan experienced junior goaltender that
understands his own game and how he needs to play
to be successful,” Virden head coach Tyson Ramsey
said. “He has the ability to make routine saves and
can settle things down

While playing for the Oil Caps, Burdeny has enjoyed
the atmosphere in Virden. He said, “Everyone comes
to the rink wanting to win and to get better every
single day. It’s also so much fun to look around the
rink and see so many people who care about the team
and coming to watch us play. We also get to volunteer
lots around Virden, which is always a blast getting to
try new things and meet more people.”

Burdeny stated he has been “incredibly lucky
enough” to billet with the Elliott family. He said,
“They’re phenomenal billets and even better people.
We share a similar taste in food, which could not have
worked out any better. I also share a lot of common
interests with them, and as well with their three kids,
who are so much fun. I also love living on a farm since
it’s a big change from living in a bigger city.”

Currently in his final junior season, Burdeny would
like to continue his hock-
ey career at a university
and study environmental
science.

VIRDEN LIONS
HALL

foruswhen we geton our
heelssometimes. He can
also make big, big saves
to keep us in games and
give us a chance to win
every night. His work
ethic is outstanding on
and off the ice, and he is
a leader in our dressing
room. We are very for-
tunate to have Braxton
here in Virden.”

204.759.3313
Toll Free 844.877.7767

gregnesbittmla@mymts.net
#7 - 515 4th Avenue
Burlington Place, Shoal Lake, MB

CALL TO BOOK YOUR
SPECIAL EVENT
204-264-0785

230 Nelson St W e Virden, MB

Hall capacity is limited based
on current Manitoba Public
Health restrictions/guidelines;
renters and attendees must
comply with up-to-date
Manitoba Public Health Orders.
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R0OSSOUW TACKLES NEW SPORT AT ACC

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Virden’s Jomari Rossouw is certainly not afraid
to try something new.

The daughter of Bertus and Lizel Rossouw is in
her firstyear playing women’s soccer for Brandon’s
Assiniboine Community College. She had not
played soccer competitively before. Rossouw grew
up in South Africa. She moved to Canada with her
family in 2022 when she was 16.

“I played different sports in South Africa, but
I have never played soccer before until I came to
ACC,” Rossouw said. “I enjoy everything about
soccer, but the thing I enjoy most is learning new
skills.”

She noted that her parents have backed her
involvement in the sport. Rossouw said, “Even
though I have never played soccer before ACC I
still have their support in trying something new.”

For the ACC Cougars, she primarily plays in the

T

midfield. At times, Rossouw is used on defence as
a fullback.

“Even though this is a new sport for her, she is
always willing to learn and she tries to follow my
instructions as well as possible,” Cougars women’s
soccer head coach Manuel Luben Lozano said.
“She is also a great person.”

Rossouw has grown up on farms, so it is perhaps
only natural that she is studying agribusiness at
ACC. Shesaid, “The thing that got me into agribusi-
ness was that I've always enjoyed taking part in it
on our family farm and helping my dad.” Rossouw
has liked life in the classroom and on the soccer
picture as ACC.

“The thing I have enjoyed most about studying
at ACC is the practical engagement the teachers
have with the students,” she said. “It’s not all just
about sitting in a classroom but also about doing
activities. I have enjoyed playing for ACC because
of the great friendships I have made on the team
and the experiences I have gotten out of it.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Virden’s own Jomari Rossouw is enjoying College
soccer.

LRI RGO RN
Supply & Install Residential Windows & Doors

- FREE ESTIMATES -
Call Brad Cole today! 204.512.3777

McNEILLHARASYMCHUK

McCONNELL
Attorneys at Law

Glen Harasymchuk, B. Sc., LL. B. e Anique Timmerman, JD
e Jessica Humphries, JD

Buckingham Building, 243 Raglan Street West

462 7th Ave South
Virden, MB
Phone: 204-748-3608
Fax: 204-748-3643

1129 19th Street
Brandon, MB
Phone: 204-727-6806
Fax: 204-728-3489

NEW OWNERSHIP P.0. Box 520, Virden, MB ROM 2C0 Email: physist@mymts.net ~ Email: phys1st@mymts.net
SAME QUALITY Phone: 204-748-1220 © Fax: 204-748-3007 www.physiofirstclinic.ca
IBDO Meighen Haddad..»
/ CANADA LLP www.bdo.ca

Chartered Professional Accountants

Accounting and Auditing « Ag Advisory and Farm Programs
Bankruptcy and Insolvency « Business Advisory
Business Valuations « Estate and Succession Planning
Information Technology Solutions « Taxation Services

255 Wellington St W, Virden | 204-748-1200 | 1-866-236-7656

LAW FIRM

Ashley T.Joyce Stephen K. Branigan
ajoyce@mhlaw.ca skbranigan@mhlaw.ca
Virden Redvers, SK
255 Wellington St. W. 21 Railway Avenue,
Virden, Manitoba ROM 2CO Redvers, Saskatchewan
204.725.8769 306.452.6016
@ www.mhlaw.ca f& @mhlaw.ca  Q @MHLaw.ca

Mon. - Tues. CLOSED ~ VENDOR OPEN DURING BUSINESS HOURS
WEDNESDAY — SATURDAY OPEN FROM 10am — 10pm, SUNDAY 2pm - 9pm
BREAKFAST WED. — SAT. FROM 10am — 2pm
OAK RIVER, MB

N o
Reston/Melita Chiropractic Clinic

@ Dr. Shannon Gervin, D.C.

Box 456 Melita, MB ROM 110

Reston- 204-877-3104
223-4th St, Reston
Mon and Fri 8:30a - 4:30p

Melita- 204-522-3543
155 Summit St, Melita
Tues and Thurs 8:30a - 4:30p

Virden Eyecare Centre

Dr. David Cochrane | Dr. Julie Paradine
170 NELSON STREET WEST VIRDEN, MB
204.748.1094
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Virden varsity boys volleyball team MJHL SEASON UPDATE

PHOTO BY REBEKA PENNER

The varsity boys volleyball team beat the Deloraine Colts 3 sets to 1 at VCl last
night. The boys are now 2-1 in league play. From left to right (back row) Beckham
Clarke, Braden Rowan, Reed McGrath, Dexen Routledge, Mack Fefchak, Krysian
Dupra, Coach Nathan Holovach (front row) Kyle Casuga, Hayden Southam, Isaiah

Barrate, Dixon Tough, Preston Studer

SPORTS NOTES: OIL KINGS SEEK

THHL CHAMPIONSHIP

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

After making it to the Tiger Hills Hockey
League finals a season ago, the Virden Oil
Kingsare excited tohittheice totrytowin the
first senior championship in team history.

In 2024-2025, the squad went 13-2-0-1 to
post the second-best regular season record
in the THHL. It made itall of the way to the
best-of-five league finals. The Oil Kings fell
in four games to the Killarney Shamrocks.

“We had a great season last year and a
solid playoffrun,” Oil Kings goalie Eric Reid
said. “I think we can build off thatinto this
season and with a great group of returning
guys I'm looking forward to taking another
run at a championship.”

The Oil Kings open their season on the
road in Hartney on Oct. 25. The team then
plays in Boissevain on Nov. 1 before host-
ing its home opener on Nov. 2 against the
Sandy Bay Flying Feathermen, who joined
the THHL this season.

Diaz Rengifo Competes at Nationals

Alexander’s Robinson Diaz Rengifo
recently helped his AK Academy club team
to third place at Canada Soccer’s 2025
National Championships U-15 Cup. The

Winnipeg-based team earneditsberthin the
prestigious event by winning provincials. In
the national semifinals, the Manitoba team
fell 1-0 to a Quebecside. It then defeated an
Alberta team, 4-2, for third. Diaz Rengifo
said overall the team and himselfwere happy
with their performance.

“Igot to come into the tournament every
singlematchasapartofthestarting 11 formy
team. I gave it my all. I gave it my everything
for the badge when I stepped on the field,”
he said, noting that being a team player is
key for him.

The U-15 Cupwasheld in Charlottetown,
P.E.I. Although it was cold, Diaz Rengifo
praised the host city and said the event was
very well organized.

Skating Event This Weekend

The Skate Manitoba Junior Senior Sec-
tional Championships and Fall Open will
be held Oct. 25-26 at Tundra Oil & Gas
Place. It is hosted by Skate Manitoba and
Skate Virden.

At the sectional portion of the event,
junior and senior skaters will try to qualify
for the 2025-2026 Skate Canada Challenge.
The Fall Open eventisan open competition
for Star 5+ as well as pre-juvenile, juvenile
and adult skaters.

IMHIFIL [Hleockz?
DEREK HoLTOM

So, are the Selkirk Steelers for real thisyear?
The answer just might be yes. Or at the very
least, they are positioned to get back into the
playoffs this year for the first time since 2022.

A month into the season, the Steelers sit
atop the MJHL standings with 20 pointsin 11
games, one more than the Steinbach Pistons
who have 19 points in 10 games.

The Steelersrocketed out to asimilar strong
startlastyear, onlytoflounderastheirschedule
got tougher. The finished nine points back of
the Niverville Nighthawks for the final playoff
spot — a team that has since their addition to
the MJHL has edged out the Steelers for the
final playoff spot in the East Division.

Admittedly the Steelers’ schedule this year
has had them playing many weaker oppon-
ents in the MJHL. This includes three games
against the Winnipeg Monarchs, two against
the Northern Manitoba Blizzard and one
against both the Swan Valley Stampeders and
Winnipeg Blues. All those teams are currently
outside of the playoff line.

By comparison, the Winkler Flyers have
played only playoft teams such as Steinbach,
Waywayseecappo, Portage, Niverville and Sel-
kirk. Their lone “easy” game was a 7-1 victory
over the lowly Winnipeg Monarchs.

More importantly though is a pair of wins
against the Winkler Flyers, who are also below
the playoff line (and only have two victories
in nine starts this year). For the Steelers to get
back into the playoffs, they’re going to have
to beat teams that have traditionally struggled
against. The Winkler Flyers, who won the
MJHL championship two years ago and had
thebestrecordin theleaguelastyear,is thesort
of team the Steelers need to finish ahead of in
the standingsif theywant to make the playoffs.

All that said, the only loss for the Steelers
this year is the only game they have played
against a team in the playoffs — a 5-3 loss to
the Steinbach Pistons.

In the next 10 games the Steelers face teams
such as the Dauphin Kings, Waywayseecappo
Wolverines, Niverville Nighthawks and the
Steinbach Pistons — all playoff teams. How
they fare in the next 10 games will give us real

insight into whether the Steelers are contend-
ers, a playoff team, or if another collapse is in
the works.

-Alightweekin the MJHLin termsof trades
with just a pair to report.

First up, the Winnipeg Blues sent forward
Nolan Masson to Timmins from the NOJHL
for a player development fee (PDF).

As well, the Niverville Nighthawks sent for-
wards Lucas Bertolin and Matthew Bertolin to
Thunder Bay of the SIJHL for a PDF.

- The MJHL Manitoba Liquor and Lotter-
ies three stars of the week are headed up by
forward Niklas Gudmundson of the Winkler
Flyers. Despite their slow start, Gadmundson
has a hot hand, and shown by his four goals
and three assists for seven points in two games
last week.

Next up is goaltender Bryson Yaschyshyn
from the Dauphin Kings. The Morden native
won both of hisstarts, postinga 1.00 GAAand
a.957 save percentage.

The final winner is forward Bryce Bryant
from the Virden Oil Capitals. In three games
Bryantscored fourgoalsand added one helper
for a five-point week.

- And a good old-fashioned donnybrook
(two of them actually) that went down when
rivals Steinbach and Portage clashed has led
to several suspensions.

The most severe went to rookie forward
Dylan Karran, a native of St. Albert, Alta.,
from the Terriers. He was dinged eight games
for leaving the bench to fight and being part
of multiple fights at same stoppage. Other
Portage players hit with suspensions include
Breck Hirrschof (one game for fighting off'the
playing surface), Noah Therrien (two games
for multiple fights at the same stoppage), and
head coach Blake Spiller (one game for failure
to control the bench).

Steinbach Pistons suspensions include two
games for multiple fights at the same stoppage
to Liam Doyle and Rory Gilmour, as well as a
one-game suspension to Brett Kaiser for fight-
ing off the playing surface.

Karran finished the game with 59 minutes
in penalties all by himself. Collectively, the
two teams amassed a staggering 272 minutes
in penalties — numbers not seen in a MJHL
for years following changes to limit fighting.

That might not be the hockey the MJHL
wantsits players being a partof, butI'm betting
the 568 fansin attendance didn’tmind one bit.

Rasmus Dahlin should have been assessed a 2-minute

In my opinion
RE: Hockey

T'used towatch alot of hockey and of course Hockey Night
in Canada. After they fired Don Cherry, I will not watch
much Hockey night in Canada and, of course, Ron Mclean
comes on I hit the mute button. I do watch the Winnipeg
Jets and the Chicago Black Hawks.

Saturday afternoon, I turned on the television and there
on SportsNet was the game between the Florida Panthers
and the Buffalo Sabres. It was 1-0 for Buftalo so I thought I

would watch some of the game, the first game I have watched
this season.

There seemed at times to be some chippy play and there
weresome penaltiescalled. In the second period of the game,
Buffalo defenseman, Rasmus Dahlin crosschecked Florida
forward Brad Marchand from behind and knocked him
down to the ice. No penalty called. This occurred inside the
Florida defensive end zone. Brad Marchand gets up off the
ice and is skating to the other side of the ice when Rasmus
Dahlin comesatBrad Marchand againand thereisacollision
only this time, Brad Marchand skates over to Rasmus Dahlin
and begins throwing punches with his gloves on. The only
penalty called on the play is Brad Marchand for roughing.
Now for the tantrum. On the way to the penalty box, Brad
Marchand picks up the Rasmus Dahlin helmet and takes it
to the penalty box with him. Once in the penalty box Brad
Marchand rips off the plastic part of the helmet where the
chin strap does up and then throws the helmet back on the
ice. The linesman picks up the helmet and takes it to the
Buffalo Sabres players bench, where an equipment staff
member will fix the helmet.

In all of this, Brad Marchand receives a 2-minute minor
for roughing. Now if you have read the account of this play,
what would the penalties be?

penalty for cross checking Brad Marchand and a 2-minute
minor for roughing. Brad Marchand should have received
a penalty for ripping the helmet apart, be it a minor or
a game misconduct. Brad Marchand did not receive any
kind of a penalty for this, a temper tantrum. The National
Hockey League Referees for this game allowed him to have
his tantrum with no penalty.

Brad Marchand, what an outstanding example you are to
all the youth hockey playerswho play hockey? To the referees
of this match, what an outstanding performance of notissu-
ing a call, you cowards? A professional having a melt down
like a little kid is disgusting! This is also on the National
Hockey League Officials who let this crap go on game after
game. Brad Marchand’s childish act will undoubtedly be
copied by some youngsters who may have watched you do
it, or watch sports centre because the media will play it up
as something great.

Ireally like Brad Marchand as a player, but after yesterday
maybe not so much. Ishut the game off and you know as I
getolder, Ijustdonotsee the reason towatch this. Ialso have
notwatched the National football league as their officiating
isbiasedand frankly disgusting,justlike the National Hockey
Leagues officials!
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Wanted Notice
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The Council of the Municipality

of Two Borders has scheduled

a public hearing in the Council

Chamber at 138 Main Street, Melita

on November 6,2025at 10:15a.m.,
at which the first reading of proposed By-law No. 129/2025
will be given and the following proposal presented:

The lease of a Sharp BP70C31 Advanced series colour
document system

The total estimated cost of the lease term is $8,700.00
($145.00 monthly for 60 months)

The borrowing will be repaid over 5 years at a rate of
7.52% interest.

The annual repayment amount will be no more than
$1,740.00 to be levied annually as part of the general
municipal levy.

At the hearing, Council will hear any potential taxpayer
who wishes to make a presentation, ask questions or
register an objection to the proposal.

Further information / inquiries / copies of the proposal
are available at the municipal office located at 138 Main
St., Melita, MB.

Dated at the Municipality of Two Borders this 24th day of
October, 2025, and issued pursuant to Section 174.1 (1)
of The Municipal Act.

The Council of the Municipality

of Two Borders has scheduled

a public hearing in the Council

Chamber at 138 Main Street, Melita

on November 6, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.,
at which the first reading of proposed By-law No. 130/2025
will be given and the following proposal presented:

The lease of a Sharp BP70C31 Advanced series colour
document system

The total estimated cost of the lease term is $6,771.00
(8 112.85 monthly for 60 months)

The borrowing will be repaid over 5 years at a rate of
7.52% interest.

The annual repayment amount will be no more than
$1,354.20 to be levied annually as part of the general
municipal levy.

At the hearing, Council will hear any potential taxpayer
who wishes to make a presentation, ask questions or
register an objection to the proposal.

Further information / inquiries / copies of the proposal
are available at the municipal office located at 138 Main
St., Melita, MB.

Dated at the Municipality of Two Borders this 24th day of
October, 2025, and issued pursuant to Section 174.1(1) of
The Municipal Act

LOOKING FOR RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS

fed NOTICE TO CREDITORS e

IN THE MATTER OF the Estate of
EMMA SCHNEIDER late of the
Postal District of Elkhorn, in Manitoba,
Deceased.

ALL CLAIMS against the above-
mentioned Estate supported by a
Statutory Declaration must be sent to the
undersigned at 149 Clear Springs Road
East, Steinbach, Manitoba, R5G 1V2 on
or before the 10th day of December, 2025

DATED at Steinbach, Manitoba, this 21st

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AS FRONT-LINE
WORKERS IN:
Energy (Extraction Operations)
Forestry (Harvesting Operations)
Mining (Extraction Operations)

For approximately 1 to 1.5 hours interview
(in-person or via zoom).

Nature, Work, & Leisure: Natural Resource
Workers' Perspectives research study
recognizes the uniqueness of blue-collar
work and aims to bring front-line workers
into conversations about nature, work, and

lifestyle. To learn more or to day of October, 2025.

participate, please visit our Larissa Sosnowski

website at or email Zoe at BUREAU AVOCAT SIMARD
umstaubi@myumanitoba.ca : Eﬂ (Solicitors for the Executor) WE

Obituary

Grace Carr
Chief Administrative Officer

Municipality of Two Borders

Grace Carr
Chief Administrative Officer
Municipality of Two Borders

Help Wanted

ELKHORN

regulations.

courses.

Description and Qualifications

e Other duties, as required.

e (lass 5 Driver's License required.

e UTILITY OPERATOR

% RURAL MUNICIPALITY O F ﬁy
GlONIACE G IooDWORT
A
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
LANDFILL SITE ATTENDANT — KENTON
The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a motivated individual for the position of Landfill
Site Attendant for the Kenton Nuisance Grounds location. The Landfill Site Attendant assists the

Transportation Superintendent in operating the waste disposal grounds in compliance with the Waste
Disposal Ground Operating Permit for the site, municipal policies, and Workplace Health and Safety

Certificate in Landfill Operations is an asset. Applicant must be willing to take the necessary certification

e Permanent, part-time position (currently at 14 hours/week winter, 17 hours/week summer).

e Must be willing to work Saturdays, and one evening per week during the summer months.

e Direct all users to appropriate disposal or storage locations for all items being disposed.

e Ensure source separation of garbage and recyclables.

e Accept tires, general scrap iron, and spray containers; store at proper locations and keep area tidy.
e Assist in transferring or disposing of waste, as required.

e Maintain daily records of waste entering the disposal site.

e Keep all buildings and areas of the landfill site clean and well maintained.

e Ensure that fires are not set and all controlled burns are supervised and recorded.

e Report all concerns to the Transportation Superintendent and Chief Administrative Officer.

e Must be punctual, motivated, self-starter, and able to work without supervision.

e Good interpersonal skills to deal politely and effectively with the general public.
e Ability to meet physical demands of the position and have an excellent safety record.

OTHER OPENINGS LISTED:

e COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & RECREATION MANAGER
Interested candidates should submit a resume with three professional references by:

E-mail: info@wallace-woodworth.com
Mail/Drop-off: R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth Municipal Office
154023 PR 257 Box 2200 (Corner of 83 Hwy & PR 257) Virden, Manitoba ROM 2C0

This posting will remain open until a suitable candidate is located. This position commences as soon
as possible. We appreciate your interest in this position. However, only those applicants chosen for
an interview will be contacted.

www.wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com

IN LOVING MEMORY
ALICE MARIE GABRIELLE
NOVEMBER 2, 1936 — OCTOBER 20, 2024

Born Alice Marie Gabrielle on November 2, 1936, Alice Barré passed away on
October 20, 2024, at the age of 87, in Winnipeg, Manitoba, surrounded by her
family. Alice’s passing was preceded by that of her parents, Joseph Gabrielle and
Simon Gabrielle (nee Chacun), brothers, Roger and Maurice, dearest cousin
Lucy Jones, and husband, Albert Barré. She is survived by her brother, Larry,
sons Peter (and Ivy Oandasan), Louis and Travis, and grandchildren, Tyler,
Chloé, Ally and Georgia, along with numerous nephews and nieces, extended
family and friends, including her dear friend, Josie Bordeau d’hui of Brandon.
Alice grew up on a farm north of Belleview before the family moved
to the farm just south of Virden. After leaving school, she worked for nine
years as a nurses’ aid at the hospitals in Virden and Brandon, mostly in the
emergency department. These years laid the foundation for Alice to spend
much of her life caring for family and friends. As an independent young woman
in the 1950s, Alice had a great sense of adventure and traveled on her own,
by bus, to Vancouver and to Toronto, to visit friends — such solo ventures were
not common for a single, young woman at that time.

In 1962, Alice married Albert, left her life and job in the city behind, and moved to
the farm in Belleview, where she and Albert started their family - their three sons, Gerrard (Pete), Louis
and Travis. Raising the boys, managing the household, feeding and caring for the family including the
hired men, caring for Albert when he had multiple heart surgeries and broke his back, maintaining a huge
garden and canning enough food to last the entire year, milking the cows, baking dozens of loaves of
bread each week, and being the emotional heart and backbone of the family, Alice knew what hard work
was! After 35 years on the farm, primarily as cattle farmers, Alice and Albert retired to Virden in 1997.

Alice’s retirement was characterized by her continued passion for gardening and baking, new found
passions for garage sales and Christmas lights (garnering her recognition many years for that very well
lit house on the corner of King and 10th), and most notably her hospitality and caring for family and
friends. Alice spent nearly 20 years in service to the community, caring for many elderly persons and
others in need of support. Few knew the many hours each week that Alice volunteered, visiting and
feeding residents in the nursing home, grocery shopping for those who couldn’t easily leave their homes,
accompanying those without family to medical appointments and advocating for them, and along with
Albert being at the bedside of the sick and dying, holding their hands while they took their last breaths.
Alice was also on the Board of the Association of Community Living, which her brother, Maurice was
part of, for many years. A woman of faith and member of Sacred Heart Parish for decades, what many
might not know about Alice was her deep sense of justice; the mistreatment of people and marginalized
groups, especially Indigenous people, upset her deeply. Kindness, tolerance and forgiveness were
principles she lived by.

In 2016, Alice was widowed by the passing of Albert, after 54 years of marriage. She missed Albert
dearly - a love that never faded; and for the first time in her life, at 79 years of age, Alice lived alone and
began her next chapter. With that great sense of adventure she had put on pause for more than 5 decades,
Alice surprised friends and family by hanging off the CN Tower in Toronto (Edge Walk) and later tandem
skydiving in Ottawa, for her 80 birthday. She was always eager to take on any adventure, particularly if it
involved her grandchildren, and more adventures were planned when she had the devastating experience
of a very severe brain bleed (stroke), at 82 years of age. Alice was left hemi-paralyzed and unable to
speak for weeks. She spent more than three months in the Brandon hospital, on a feeding tube, with
daily rehab, and had to learn to walk, talk, read and write all over again. Fiercely determined, and with
the support of family and friends, Alice returned to her home in Virden, and continued to maintain her
yard (with support) and welcome friends and family to enjoy her kindness and hospitality.

In 2022, Alice embarked on her final chapter by moving to Winnipeg to be closer to family. As with
everything else in her life, Alice fully embraced this new phase. Visited every day by her boys and
regularly by her grandchildren, she lived alone in an apartment where she continued to bake, plant
flowers on the balcony, and welcome family and friends. Her days of hard work and that big garden on
the farm were long behind her and she was able to enjoy her favorite TV shows, go see Trav perform at
the local clubs at every opportunity (which she loved), enjoy lunches out and regular manicures (those
hardened farm hands finally softened up), and spend time with family and friends. She hosted out of
town family with her classic roast beef dinner and apple crisp dessert, followed by a family Thanksgiving
dinner, just one week before she passed.

An obituary that failed to acknowledge Alice’s sense of style would indeed be remiss. Alice had a
passion for fashion from the time she was a young woman on the farm, until the day she passed. With
an extensive collection of clothes and coats with fur collars, Alice was always elegant and stood out in
the crowd. Even until shortly before she passed, strangers would stop her in the mall, or after church,
to tell her how beautiful she was. And, she would pause, be gracious and create a special moment,
leaving every feeling touched by the experience. And somehow, the older she got, the cooler she got.

Alice lived her life to the fullest, with a sense of adventure, devotion to family, humility, and service to
her community. She knew what it was to love and to be loved, with all that love brings; and what it meant
to live a life of purpose, literally to her last breath, surrounded by family. What more could one ask for.

Having just marked the one year anniversary of Alice’s passing, Alice’s family would like to thank all of
her friends and family, including the communities of Belleview and Virden (and those special neighbours
next door), for being part of her life, and especially for supporting her in the latter years. By the grace of
God, and the kindness and connection to all of you, Alice had a rich and rewarding life.

Aremarkable lady indeed, Alice will be remembered with gratitude and love, for how she (and Albert)
made our lives better, and for the date squares and apple crisp she served to so many of us!
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GLASODINIGUS

Notice Coming Events Tender Announcement
B NOTICE TO o LAND FOR SALE ~
Maryfield St. Andrew’s
CREDITORS aryfield St. And BY TENDER {(/mcna

In the matter of the Estate of Tammy
“Joan” Sararas, late of Virden,
Manitoba, Deceased.

All claims against the above estate,
supported by a Statutory Declaration,
must be sent to the attention of:

Russell Sararas, PO Box 375,
Virden, Manitoba, ROM 2C0 on or
before the 12th day of December
2025.

Dated at Virden, Manitoba, this 24th
day of October 2025.

Russell Sararas
PO Box 375,
Virden, MB., ROM 2C0

Eﬂ Executor WE

[___BOARD OFREVISION __||

United Church Fowl Supper

Due to a planned power outage,
our supper,will now be held

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025

from 4:30-7:00 pm SK time.
Maryfield Auditorium Lower
Hall, Maryfield, SK

Tender

Tender Invitation

Snow Removal Services

Princess Lodge in Virden is
accepting tenders for snow removal
services for the upcoming season.
Contact us for a full description of the
job and to submit your offer.
Email:
PrincessLodgeVirden@outlook.com

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby

given that the 2026 assessment

roll for the Municipality of Two

Borders has been delivered to

the Municipal Office at 138 Main Street, Melita,
Manitoba and is open for public inspection during
regular business hours. Applications for revision
may be made in accordance with sections 42 & 43 of
the Assessment Act.

APPLICATION FOR REVISION
42(1) A person in whose name property has been
assessed, a mortgagee in possession of property
under section 114(1) of The Real Property Act, an
occupier of premises who is required under the
terms of a lease to pay the taxes on the property, or
the assessor may make application for the revision of
an assessment roll with respect to:

a) Liability to taxation;

b) Amount of an assessed value;

¢) Classification of property; or

d) A refusal by an assessor to amend the

assessment roll under subsection 13(2).

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
43(1) an application for revision must:
a) Be made in writing;
b) Set out the rollnumber and legal description
of the assessable property for which a revision
is sought;
c) State the grounds on which the application
is based; and
d) Be filed by
(i) Delivering it or causing it to be delivered
to the office indicated in the public notice
given under subsection 41(2), or
(ii) Serving it upon the secretary at least
15 days before the scheduled sitting date of
the board as indicated in the public notice.
The Board of Revision will sit on Thursday,
November 20, 2025, at 10:15 a.m., in the Council
Chamber of the Municipality of Two Borders to
hear applications.

The final date on which applications must be
received by the Secretary of the Board is Monday,
November 4, 2025.

CAO Grace Carr,
Secretary, Board of Revision
Municipality of Two Borders

Box 429, 138 Main Street,
Melita, MB ROM 1L0

BE SEEN

Deadline: November 14, 2025.

Auctions For Sale
. BATTERIES FOR
McSherry Online
Buildi I'VS I EVERYTHING!
uitding suppty 50,000 BATTERIES
Auction IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
for Walter Horta *Construction *ATV
Tuesday, Novéth @ 7:00PM *Motorcycle *Golf Carts
#1 Larter s, St Ancrews, MB "Rechargeables *Tools
Contact: 204-771-2429 Computers *Medical
] *All phones *Chargers
Quantity ~ of  Lumber *Marine *RV & more

(Lots Treated), Cultured Stone,
Steel Cladding, Siding, Bricks

See Full Listing

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858
or 204-886-7027

Shipping/Delivery avail.
THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) has the following land for sale by tender:

Municipality of Brenda-Waskada ~ NE 22-3-24 WPM, SW 27-3-24 WPM
& W % of SE 27-3-24 WPM
392 acres

Two and a half quarter-sections of land for sale. Property contains approxi-
mately 242 cultivated acres and 150 acres of low-lying marsh/wetland. Prop-
erty being sold subject to the registration of a Conservation Easement Agree-
ment. Bidders must choose one of two options:

1) Ducks Unlimited Canada places a Conservation Easement Agreement on
the WETLAND ACRES ONLY (150 acres). Under this option, no restrictions will
be placed on the cultivated cropland. Property can be used for annual grain
production if desired. Cultivation into wetlands is also permitted but these
ponds must not be drained or filled.

OR

2) Buyer agrees to seed the 242 cultivated acres to forage by spring of 2027
and have DUC place a Conservation Easement Agreement on the entire proper-
ty. Under this option, the land may be used for haying and/or livestock grazing.
DUC would allow cultivation of tame forage after 10 years, for stand rejuvena-
tion purposes. Once broken, these acres must be seeded back to hay after 2
years of cropping. Forage acres would then remain intact for another 10-year
term, before being eligible for rejuvenation once more. Five-acre parcels will be
excluded from the Conservation Easement lands on each quarter section to
allow for future yard site/building development. Buyer will be responsible for
forage establishment and associated costs.

Bidders must clearly indicate which option they are selecting and base their
offer accordingly. All bids will be considered by DUC, regardless of option
chosen.

Written sealed tenders are to be mailed or dropped off to the address below.
Please indicate ‘Land Tender — Municipality of Brenda-Waskada’ on envelope.
Bids may also be emailed to Ducks Unlimited at du_brandon@ducks.ca. Be
sure to place “Manitoba Land Tender Bid” in the email’s subject line. Interested
parties should rely on their own inspection of the property. Bids on individual
quarters will not be accepted. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
Property information packages, including a sample copy of the Conservation
Agreement are available - call Scott Henowitch at 204-761-5106 to have one
emailed or mailed.

Tender Closes on November 3, 2025 at 4:00 PM.
Ducks Unlimited Canada
Land Tender
2-545 Conservation Drive
Brandon, MB R7A 7L8

Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

CET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!
Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
« Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event
« We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)
The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers
Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

.

.

.

.

.

.

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

HEY! YOU!

If you are reading
me, that means
others are too! Place
your Classified here!

]

) )

Wanted

Online McSherry
Auctions

Estate & Moving
Oct. 22nd @ 7:00 PM

Consignment Sale
Oct.29th @ 7:00 PM
Featuring; Building Supply
LumberElectrical Contractor
Items, Semi Freight Storage,

Equip, Diamond T Truck

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858

or 204-386-7027
mesherryltd@gmail.com

CASH FOR COINS,
JEWELRY, GOLD,
SILVER &
PLATINUM!

BUYING ALL
COIN COLLECTIONS
Big & Small.

Also Numismatics,
Rare Coins, Sets,
Gold & Silver coins,
Nuggets, Sterling sets,
Old money, ROYAL
CANADIAN MINT,
FRANKLIN MINT, US
MINT, Silver Dollars,
World sets etc.

CALL TODD NOW!
Ph: 204 - 904 - 9705
I COME TO YOU!

Private collector

Manitoba Community Newspaper
Association Province Wide Classifieds

looking to buy

- NOTICES guarantee publication,
firearms. Advertisements and state- ~ MCNAwill get the informa-
Complete ments contained herein tioninto the right hands for
collections are the sole responsibility ~ ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST.

e of the persons or entities ~ Call MCNA (204) 947-1691
ammun_'tlon’ that post the advertise-  for more information. See
gstate assistance, ment, and the Manitoba  www.mcna.com underthe
and hunting Community Newspapers  “Types of Advertising” tab

related items.
Licensed and

Association and member-
ship do not make any war-
ranty as to the accuracy,

for more details.

NEED CLASS 1 DRIVERS

insured. completeness, truthfulness ~ OR SEASONAL STAFF?
or reliability of such ad-  HaveanOn-linebusiness

Call or text vertisements. For greater ~ andwanttoincrease your
Rob at information on advertising  salesinManitoba? SELL-

204-297-9223

NTH
Virden o
Emplre-Advance

conditions, please consult
the Association’s Blanket
Advertising Conditions
on our website at www.
mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a news-
worthyitemtoannounce?
An exciting change in oper-
ations? Though we cannot

ING SEEDS OR LAND?
HAVING AN EVENT?
Let us help you book a
blanket classified ad! Ad-
vertise! Youwillbe seenin
the MCNA Member News-
papers, in over 368,000+
homesin Manitoba. Please
Call THIS NEWSPAPER
NOW to book, or call
MCNA at (204) 947-1691

for more details or to book
ads. Take advantage of
our great pricing! MCNA
- Manitoba Community
NewspapersAssociation.
WWw.mecna.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Private mortgage lender.
All real estate types con-
sidered. No credit checks
done. Deal direct with
lender and get quick ap-
proval. (403) 543-0927
www.firstandsecondmort-

gages.ca

WANTED

WANTED: Looking for
1970-1971 Barracudas
and 1969-1970 Charger’s
in any condition. Running
or not. TOP PRICE PAID
for 6 pack or Hemi car. Call
306-221-5908
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From the prairies to the highlands tour 204 - part 8

By Gerry Nolan
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

ur next stop was
a boat ride at
Loch Ness. We

boarded thevan and were
on our way for another
fun-filled day. We had
been staying in Dornoch
at The Eagle, so we had
a roll call and boarded
the van, again under the
capable hands of our
driver Donald Caldwell.
This was one of the only
days we had cloudy skies
with some rain, but that
was not about to dampen
our spirits as we set out to
see Nessie.

When we arrived, we
went to the Clansman
Hotel Harbour where we
had a quicklookin the gift
shop, thenwewereushered
to the boat.

LochNessisin the heart
ofthe highlands. Thisloca-
tion is stunningly beauti-
ful. As we got onto the
boat, welearned thatLoch
Ness is one of the largest
lakes in Scotland and the
whole of GreatBritain. The
wateris 755 feetdeep andit
stretchesover 23 miles. The

shoreline is dotted with
trees; thisis the highlands.
Up on one of the hillsides
is a white house on a farm
site on the side of the hill.
It was so amazing to see.
Celia claimed this as her
place she would live. I am
all for it too! Man, it was a
sight to behold, beautiful!

Loch Ness is a large
freshwater loch in the
highlands.Ittakesitsname
from the River Ness which
flows from the northern
end of Scotland. It is best
known or claimed to have
sightings of Cryptozo-
ological Loch Ness Mon-
ster. There have been more
than a thousand sightings
of the creature dwelling
in the Loch. The earliest
sightingwasin the 6th cen-
tury. In 1934 a photograph
depicted whatappeared to
be along-necked creature
rising outof thewater. This
became one of the most
famous and controversial
images associated with
Nessie.

Over the years, count-
less eyewitness accounts
have described Nessie
as a creature with a long
serpent neck and a hump

Urquhart castle on the shores of Loch Ness.

in its back. There is no
conclusive evidence ever
produced to definitely
confirm its existence, and
so the mystery goes on.
Out on the water, we
arrive at the magnificently
situated Urquhartcastle on
the shores of Loch Ness.
This location has some of
the mostdramatic chapters
in Scottish history.
Urquhart castle offers a
spectacular vantage point
for a panoramic view of
the Loch. Asyouapproach
the shoreline, you get the
idea of the location being

MATERIALS

Egg cartons, cereal &
tissue paper boxes,
cardboard boxes & tubes

ahuge defensiveadvantage
during times of attacks by
its enemies.

It is built high up on an
edge of a cliff. Looking
down from the castle you
could stop any potential
attack from the enemy.

Thiswassuchabeautiful
location in all of Scotland.
With our boat ride over it
was back to the gift shop,
avery crowded one at that,
wheregiftswere purchased
and thenlike Willie Nelson
said, on the road again!

We headed back to
Dornoch. Wefreshenedup

after our day’s excursion
and went to the Dornoch
Castle where Donald and
Devon were staying. The
rest of the crew were stay-
ing at The Eagle. We went
for supper at the castle
and right across the street
is the Dornoch Cathedral
built in the 13th century.
Thisiswhere Madonnawas
married in the year 2000.

The Dornoch castle was
builtin 1500 and has been
a hotel since 1947. It is in
the centre of Dornoch. It
was originally built for the
bishops of Caithness but

SimplyRecycle.ca/Recyclepedia

PHOTO BY CELIANOLAN

was later held by the Earl
of Sutherland.

One of the most inter-
esting features was a tiny
pubwithin the walls of the
castle. The entrance was
all stone, and you had to
bend over so you did not
hit your head on the top
of the stone door.

You may have noted the
reference to the Suther-
land whiskey and the Earl
of Sutherland. Two of our
travellers, Chris and Les
are both Sutherland, and
nextweek youwill learn of
the Sutherland Castle.

HAPPY RECYCLING WEEK!

Visit the Recyclepedia for detailed information:

NON-ACCEPTED MATERIALS

Newspapers, flyers,
envelopes, & office paper

Aluminum foil,
pie plates, & trays
(rinse & leave labels on)

Paper cups Paper towels, tissues,

& napkins

Black plastics

Food scraps Highly-flexible plastics

(bags, pouches, wrap)

Foam packaging
of any kind

Plastic bottles, tubs,
and jugs

Clear or coloured glass
bottles & jars

Town of Virden | RM of Pipestone | RM of Sifton
RM of Wallace-Woodworth ‘ RM of Whitehead

Milk cartons, juice Space provided through a partnership between industry and

boxes, & soup cartons

Aluminum & steel

for food & beverage Manitoba municipalities to support waste diversion programs
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Fire Chief: Lane Wanless; Captain: Ken Moore; Deputy Fire Chief: Aaron Smith;
Asst. Deputy Fire Chief: Dean Brooker; Members: Cody Bertholet, Riley Bodin, Daryl
Brockman, Corbin Coulter, Jonathon Coulter, Scott Hainsworth, Cory Hemrica, Corby
Henderson, Robin Jago, Craig McConnell, Sheldon Moore, Vincent Moore, Morgan
Rampton, Mason Smith, Mitchell Smith, Noah Smith, Aaron Stanley, Brock Taylor,

Danny Vandenberghe, Branden Wanless

THANK YOU

TO OUR

VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS

FOR KEEPING OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE!

wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com

Fire Chief: Charles Barkley,
Deputy Chief: Scott Webb,
Members: Kevin Carefoot,
Brady Istace, Blake Kennedy,
Ryan Byers, Joel Lewis,
Allan Webb, Malorie Caesar,
Darren Pethick, Luke Prynne,
Doug Judd, Mike Schoonbar

FIREFISATERS ARE QUK }D@@@

1&'#&»'

204-748-2628

_
SQUNRISE

CREDIT UNION

f XOa

sunrisecu.mb.ca

to the members of the

Wallace District

Fire Department
for your continued commitment in

keeping our communities safe!

- Mayor, Council and Staff

Vbant. You

FIREFIGHTERS
FOR KEEPING US SAFE

ORN, MB | 204.845.2405

MHANKSY/OU

1O.0URWVOLUNTEER

BIRERIGHIEERS!

FOUR
SEASONS

350 Trans-Canada Hwy #1
1-888-934-4444

fourseasonssales.com

‘Thank You

TO OUR COMMUNITY
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS

Fire Prevention Week October 8-14, 2023

ENBRIDGE

Life Takes Energy*
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Elkhorn SAIL hold community

meal
Senior

Living
with SAIL

Submitted
BY KRISTA PEDERSON

Each month, Elkhorn
SAIL hosts a community
meal for area residents. It’s
a wonderful time to enjoy
greatfood, entertainment,
and of course, socializing
with their neighbours and
friends.

OnFriday, October 17,at
the Elkhorn Legion Hall,
SAIL cook, Kristina Walker
served up a tasty fall meal.
Mouth watering ham and
scalloped potatoes,veggies
and salad were enjoyed,
followed by an assortment
of homemade desserts.
And yes, pumpkin pie and
whip cream was absolutely
included!

Resource Coordinator
Karen Mitchell not only
greets you at the door,
she also enjoys decorating
the tables up in a monthly
theme, this month being
Halloween. Aswell, shealso
sets up some great people
toentertain the crowd after
the meal is completed. “I
think a great event is when
all aspects of the event
work together to ensure the
participants have a great
time,” explained Karen.
“When someone comes
out, they are guaranteed
to have an amazing home
cooked meal, a welcoming
table and atmosphere,
and some toe-tapping
entertainment. All of this,
especiallyduring thewinter
months, will make coming
outworthwhile,andfillsup
a bit of an afternoon for
those who don’t get out a
lot. That’s exactly what we
want to provide for people,
a reason to come out and
smile.”

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Gary Gould, of Bede, entertained the crowd after the
meal by singing some good oldies and telling a few

jokes and stories.

The Elkhorn commun-
itymealis held on the third
Friday of each month, and
alternates venues. Both
Elkhorn Legion, and the
Elkhorn Elks Hall support
the event by offering their
facilitiesfree of charge. The
community is very fortun-
ate to have such dedicated
and generous donors. And
speaking of donors, start-
ing in November, Twin
Valley Coop has donated
10x $25 grocery gift cards
to be used as a door prize.
What a great way to help
out with the rising cost of
groceries.

Allarewelcome toattend
the meals, however you are
asked to sign up before the
event so staff know how
many to plan for. A sign
up sheet can be found in
the Elkhorn Post Office
or at the Elkview Lodge.
Find out all of the details
monthly on our Facebook
page, and if you are in the
Elkhorn area, watch for

Be OnN

TimE!

Advertising
deadline:

12 noon
Tuesday

posters.

Also coming up in
Elkhorn in November is
a community dance. The
event will take place at
the Elks Hall on Novem-
ber 6 from 2:00-4:00pm.
“Straight up Country”,
from Moosomin, will be
on stage. Tickets will need
to be purchased ahead
of time. All of the details
are on the “Seniors Access
to Independent Living”
Facebook page.

Cattle on the Moooove!

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Fall is here. Nykoliation family (Tri-N Charolais) cowherd is making the nine mile
walk home from the late Francis Alexander’s land to their ranch south of Crandall.
What a great year in the cattle industry with great prices and adequate rain!
MANITOBA

@ LIQUOR & LOTTERIES
#MBLLGoodTogether

Our old congas are still
making music for
Manitobans.

Read more by scanning
the QR code or visit
MBLL.ca/ESG

FALL STUPPLY SAVIRGS

Single Rolls

Single Rolls

NETWRAP
CPS 64" x 7,000”

Was $199.99 Now $179.99
Tiandi 64" X 8,000”

Was $272.00 Now $248.99

Pallet Price (16 rolls)

Was $258.40 Now $236.50
SAVE $350 PER PALLET

Sprayer Antifreeze
Protection up to -50C

18.9L Pail ... $31.99
205L Drum ... $299.99

EZ DEF
Diesel Exhaust Fluid

9.46L Jug ... $17.49

AY

Pricing in effect while supplies last

| | (204) 748-44609 | Virdenag,ea
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PHOTO BY ROB WADDELL
On a clear day, you can see forever. For motorists and hikers that ascend the Riding Mountain escarpment, fall is a great time of year to take in one of the best

views in Manitoba. Even on into mid October there were lots of colour to see and warm weather to enjoy.
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Together we grow: local farmers contribute
to Canadian Foodgrain Bank

By Joshua Jackson
FARMERS' ADOVCATE

A group of farmers in the Beautiful
Plains region is making a difference
worldwide one harvest at a time.

As the harvest in the region is draw-
ing to a close, some farmers in the areca
arc taking off the last of their crops for
the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFB).

Locally, the Whitemud Growing
Projectbeganin 2013, after Jake Hamm
purchased some land near Plumas and
started planting a crop of corn as well as
acrop of wheat, thanks to donatedland.
The project has continued to expand
in the region thanks to eager farmers

harvested 106 Acres of canola, averaging
59 bushels per acre. Riverdale Colony
had 50 acres of canola, while Riverside
Colony also delivered a load of wheat,
and the Odessa Colony and Pine Creck
Colonies brought in some wheat as well,
which they delivered directly.

There is also a CFB growing project
in Austin, splitbetween the MB Agricul-
tural Museum and the Austin Heritage
Harvest Growing Project.

Hamm noted there will be more de-
liveries being made as the season winds
down, and the local project is hitting a
huge milestone.

“Thisyear, we willhit 2 million dollars
thatwe have sentin from the White Mud

and local Hutterite Colonies stepping
up to donate.

The Canadian Foodgrains Bankis a
partnership of 15 Canadian churches
and church-based agencies working
together to end global hunger. The
Foodgrains Bank sells donated Canadian grain and uses
the proceeds to buy food locally in developing countries,
whichis then distributed during crises or used forlong-term
development projects. Through the Federal Government,
the CFB leverages donations from individuals, churches
and businesses, up to a ratio of 4:1 for food assistance in
the developing world—up to $25 million each year.

Volunteer Representative Jake Hamm said he’s proud
of the work that’s been done for the CFB in the area, as
well as the number of volunteers who contribute.

“It’s a big harvest, especially with the matching funds
from the federal government,” he said. “It’s nice to be
provided a vehicle where others could jump in and add

Farmers from various parts of the region continue to produce grain for the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, Grain is harvested and sold to raise funds to invest in development
projects around the world. The Canadian government matches the funds 4:1.

Pictured here are several area farmers.

to it, and they have added to it big time. So, it’s really
appreciated.”

One of their big hauls of grain comes from 136 Acres
of land that are cultivated north of Gladstone. It marks a
unique project for thelocal chapter of the CI'B, asthe lands
were donated by alocallawyer who has since passed away.

“This year, we had wheat on it. With dry weather and
heat, the wheat wasn’t terrific. It was 40-plus bushels per
acre this year, which was marketed directly to Parrish and
Heimbecker in Gladstone. They made room for us right
off the elevator, so we don’t have to store it.”

Other contributors in the Whitemud Growing Project
included Odessa Coolony and the Spring Hill Colony, which

BOCRYOUR FHALL B

WUAILS TORRYY

Highspeed Tillage
Mandako Storm (20 & 33’) ... $14/ acre
Bednar Swifterdisc XE Profi (40’) ... $14/ acre

Tillage
Mandako 60’ Heavy Harrow ... $5/ acre
Kello Bilt 275 Heavy Disc (16’) ... $600/ day
Mandako 9 Shank Subsoiler (22) ... $1000/ day

Construction
Yanmar VIO35 Mini Excavator ... $395/ day

Sprayer Antifreeze
Protection up to -50C

18.9L Pail ... $31.99
205L Drum ... $299.99

Delivery Available! Check out our full rental listing at virdenag.ca

* minimum charges apply, rates subject to change. Contact dealer for details.

A\ Virelen Ag & Paris | 860 Commentweelih Difve, Virden | (204) 7468-4460 | virdenag,ea

Manure Spreaders
Vermeer MS400 (skidsteer loadable) ... $700/ day
JBS VMEC 2248 ... $800/ day

Skid Steers
KIOTI TL 750 (on tracks) ... $400/ day
KIOTI SL750 (on tires) ... $400/ day

Mowers
Bush Hog 15’ Bat Wing Mower ... $600/ day
Davco SS Brush Mower ... $400/ day

EZ DEF
Diesel Exhaust Fluid

9.46L Jug ... $17.49

growing project with this surrounding
support,” hesaid. “It’samazing what we
can do collectively. One person alone
couldn’t do it, but collectively, we can.
When you get the matching government
grant, you can feed a lot of people.”

According to its website, the Canadian Foodgrains
Bank started in 1974, after Canadian farmers were har-
vesting a bumper crop at the same time that families in
Bangladesh were facing famine. This grassroots initiative
to send Canadian grain to people in need was the catalyst
for nearly 50 years of humanitarian efforts.

— W~ JOHN'S W ——
ELECTRICLTD

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Serving the Westman and Parkland Regions for over 45 years.
Neepawa, MB Dauphin, MB
204-476-3391 204-572-5028

Authorized GENERAC Sales & Service
Providing power back up systems for your farm and home

SUBMITTED PHOTO

PEDIGREE SEED VARIETIES

WHEAT BARLEY

SY Torach AAC Connect
AAC Starbuck VB ESMA

AAC Brandon AAC Lariat
CS Accelerate

OATS
CS Camden
Kalio

FLAX
CDC Rowland

PEAS
AAC Carver

CANOLA
CS4100 LL

FORAGE SEED

Virden, Manitoba
www.clearviewacresltd.com

Doug Heaman
204.748.7666

Brittany Vinck
204-851-2049

™
1. .6

PARTS & SERVICE

220 Hwy#5 North. Neepawa, Manitoba
204-476-3809

www.ticparts.com
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Memories in agriculture: growing registered seed

By Casper Wehrhahn
FARMERS' ADVOCATE

Note: This history piece
was written using information
culmanated from the Canadian
Seed Growers Association, and
the book ‘History of Riding
mountain and Area’.

The Canadian Seed
Growers Association
(CSGA) has ahistory span-
ning 121 years. Founded
in 1904, it was formed to
pursue crop improvements
in Clanada.

The Manitoba Branch
ofthe CSGAKkickstartedin
1922, when a man named
M. P. Mountain, of Sols-
girth, was elected as its
president.

However, there are
strong local bonds to the
CSGA as well. One ex-
ample of those bonds is
Tom W. Spafford, of Rid-
ing Mountain.

Spafford be-
came a registered
seed grower 1in
1934, when he
grew hisfirstregis-
tered seed crop.
His dedication
to growing crops
with registered
seed throughout
the years since
then led him to
becomingan “elite

and speltoids™.

Inspectors also
check the plots
row by row, and
can “pass or fail”
the plot depending
how many un-
desirable plants
are found.

When the crop
is harvested, the
progeny is kept
separate and is
later cleaned for

stock” grower.

According to
‘History of Rid-
ing Mountain and
Area’, eclite stock
1s obtained from
“breeder seed”—
seed that is of the highest
status and used as the
‘parent seed’ to produce all
other clases of pedigreed
seed. This breeder seed is
developed by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

To thisday, breeder seed

REDSEAL

INSPECTIONS
HEN 2026 1N

PHOTOS FROM HISTORY OF RIDING MOUNTAIN AND AREA
Ken, Gordon and Tom Spafford, of the Riding Mountain area, at Tom
Spafford’s registered seed plot. Inset: A close-up of Tom Spafford,
pictured in 1967. He was at his Registered Neepawa Wheat plot for
this photo.

1s still sown, usually with a
drill, in plots of an acre or
two in size.
Spaceisalsoleftbetween
every six rows in order to
allow for by-hand removal
of any undesirable plants.
In particular, the re-

KEEP YOUR EQUIPMENT RUNNING

WHEN IT MATTERS MOST

TWO GUARANTEE LEVELS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

PRIORITY SERVICE
GUARANTEE
—— LEVEL2 ——

EVERY RED SEAL SERVICE INCLUDES:

moval of these plants, for-
mally known as ‘roguing’,
included “bearded and
semi-bearded off types,
abnoxious weeds, wild oats

the next year’s
“foundation crop”.

The Spaffords
did their seced
cleaning on the
farm with a fan-
ning mill and Carter disc
until 1950, when they
moved their equipment
to a building in Riding
Mountain.

Manitoba farmers!
Got unwanted

The Spaffords cleaned
and shipped thousands of
bushels of Selkirk wheat.
Manitou, Neepawa, and
Rodneyand Harmon Oats
were also processed by the
Spaffords.

Tom Spafford also
served as president of the
CSGA’s Manitoba Branch.
His term of service was
from 1953 to 1955. Also in
1953, Spafford was recog-
nized with the Robertson
Associate Award— a com-
mendation given to seed
growers for distinguished.

Note: Gordon Spafford also
became a seed grower in the
early 60s. Like his father,
he also became an elite seed
grower, producing and cleaning
many varieties of wheat, and
some oats.

pesticides or livestock/ |
equine meds?

Round ‘em up. Drop ‘em off. It's that easy.

October 27 to 31| 9a.m.to4 p.m.

Safely dispose of unwanted pesticides and old livestock/equine medications
—no charge, no mess, no hassles.

ALTONA BRUNKILD GUNTON

Tuesday, Oct. 28th Monday, Oct. 27th Tuesday, Oct. 28th
GJ Chemical Co. MK Agro Paterson Grain - Crop
Junction of Hwy 30 & 3062 Rd. 39 NW Inputs

Rd.9N (204) 736-4769 89113 PTH 7

(204) 324-8090 DAUPHIN (204) 886-3401
ARBORG Tuesday, Oct. 28th HOLLAND
Monday, Oct. 27th Dauphin Co-op Agro Monday, Oct. 27th
Nutrien Ag Solutions 601 Whitmore Ave. E Nutrien Ag Solutions
55 Main St. S (204) 622-6080 Junction of Hwy 2 &
(204) 376-5990 DELORAINE Centreville Rd.
BALDUR Friday, Oct. 31st (204) 723-2423

Tuesday, Oct. 28th

RIVERS

Friday, Oct. 31st
Redfern Farm Services
101 2nd Ave.

(204) 328-5325

ST. CLAUDE
Wednesday, Oct. 29th
R-Way AG

38084 PTH 2

(204) 379-2582

STEINBACH
Friday, Oct. 31st

Pembina Co-op
1212nd St. S
(204) 535-2598

BEAUSEJOUR
Thursday, Oct. 30th
Nutrien Ag Solutions
73010 Rd. 40 off Hwy 44
(204) 268-3497

BIRTLE

Thursday, Oct. 30th
Twin Valley Co-op

66 Hwy 83 S

(204) 842-3388

Nutrien Ag Solutions INGLIS Clearview Co-op

Junction of Hwy 3 & Wednesday, Oct. 29th - Steinbach Agro Centre

Broadway St. S Prairie Giants Crop Supply 33124 Rd. 39 N (Corner

(204) 747-2877 2 km E of Hwy 83 on of Rd. 39 N & Hwy 12 N),
PR 366 Between Steinbach and

DOUGLAS

Wednesday, Oct. 29th (204) 564-2293 Blumenort

Heritage Co-op - Brandon =~ MEADOWS (204) 326-9921

Agro Centre Wednesday, Oct. 29th SWAN RIVER

South on Rd. 100 W, 8 Ag Advantage Ltd. Monday, Oct. 27th

miles E of Brandon on 68156 Rd. 6 W New Era Ag

Hwy 1 (204) 322-5351 5203rd Ave. S

(204) 763-8998 MINTO (204) 734-6222

GLADSTONE Thursday, Oct. 30th

Friday, Oct. 31st
Parrish & Heimbecker
64084 Rd. 64 W

120DAYS []e]e] }
@ NOzEs: ﬂﬁﬂ oo @ /A (((
1-YEAR WARRANTY 120 DAYS NO PAYMENT, MULTIPLE UNIT EARLY BOOKING OIL SAMPLE &
ON ALL PARTS NO INTEREST FINANCING DISCOUNTS DISCOUNTS ANALYSIS 4
AND LABOR AVAILABLE FEATURED AVAILABLE NOW! SAMPLES PER UNIT
BOOK EARLY FOR MAXIMUM DISCOUNTS
LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE
Regular $2,999 Regular $1,999 Regul+ $1,099 Reqular $749
Next Generation Baler and
EEE2,509 EEEIDA:1,649 [EINER 899 $599
B Regular $2,599 Regular $1,699 Regulzr $999 —r
lagship |
A2 700 139 o5 [ @
REDSEAL
T o Regular $1,799 Regular $2,199 e T Reqular $749 Dmlum
egacy Combine lacdon ~UPTIME -
1,499 IEEEER1799 S5Q9 | e

Pembina Co-op
210 S Railway St.
(204) 776-2353

RIGHT BY YOU- WE GUARANTEE IT!

RIGHTsYYOU

@RMEHQ

RMEHQ

/RockyMountainEquipment

CNH s

ROCKYMTN.COM

(204) 385-2139 PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE Partner
Thursday, Oct. 30th
Portage AgriSales Portage
38149 Hwy TW
(204) 857-7838

* For collection dates in other regions, visit: cleanfarms.ca/

materials/unwanted-pesticides-animal-meds/
* Next collection events in this region in 2028.
SCAN ME Cleanfarms.ca cleanfarms vears

info@cleanfarms.ca @ X @cleanfarms
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Manitoba farmers racing to finish harvest

Staff Written
FARMERS' ADOVCATE

The latest crop report
from the Province shows
that around 93 per cent of
the crops have now been
harvested.

Cereal Crop Specialist
Anne Kirk, who compiled
the most recent report,
noted that there was some
strong momentum out in
fields before the arrival of
wet weather slowed things
down.

“We had pretty good
progress, [though] we did
have more precipitation
over the weekend, so that
put a pause on harvest
operations, but earlier
in the week, we did have
some good progress,” said
Kirk.

In terms of specific
crops, cereal and canola
harvests are essentially
complete, with soybeans

PHOTO BY JODI BAKER PHOTOGRAPHY

From dawn until dusk, farmers across the region have been out in the fields attempting to complete the
harvesting of crops. Pictured: Jodi Baker recently captured this striking image which encapsulates that
effort. These types ofimages and more are for purchase and can be found online at Jodi Baker Photography.

sitting around 90 per cent.
Meanwhile, grain corn
was at 42 per cent and
sunflowers were near 20
per cent harvested.

“The crops that are left
to come off are a little bit
of canola, some flax, soy-

beans, sunflowers, grain
corn, and silage corn,”
stated Kirk.

For cereal yields, Kirk
noted that they have been
solid across much of the
province, though condi-
tions varied depending on

rainfall.

“For spring wheat, we're
looking atabout 60 bushels
or just higher per acre on
average, depending on the
region. We did have some
higheryields ranging from
about 70 to 90 bushels per

acrein areas that got more
favourable growing condi-
tions during the season.”

Oat yields ranged from
110 to 130 bushels per
acre, while barley came
in between 65 and 110
bushels per acre.

WEALTH

Recent moisture and
wind in some parts of
the province has created
some challenges for farm-
ers in the final stretch.
But despite those issues,
most producers are satis-
fied with how the season
turned out.

“I think in general,
farmers are fairly happy
with their crop,” Kirk said.
“Some of the pockets that
were really dry during the
growing season do have
quite a bit lower yields,
and people that weren’t
able to get their crops off
in a timely manner would
be less happy with their
harvest. But I think in
general, thingslook pretty
good.”

Kirk also noted that
winter cereal planting is
complete and crops are
establishing well with the
majority of winter cereals
at the three-leaf stage.

JOURNEY

As harvest wraps up,
now is the time to plan
for the next generation.

Succession Planning with Journey Wealth.

At Journey Wealth, we help farm families
create personalized succession plans that
protect what you’ve built and ensure a smooth
transition for generations to come.

888-928-0702

journeywealth.ca
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Manitoba Forage & Grassland Association
honoured with National Water Canada Award

Submitted
MFGA MEDIA RELEASE

Manitoba Forage &
Grassland Association
(MFGA) is the first-ever
Water Canada Awards
winner of the Early Adopter
or Innovation Partner-
ship award. The MFGA
Aquanty Model created
by Manitoba Forage and
Grassland Association and
Aquanty Inc., delivers Can-
ada’s first digital twin of the
Assiniboine Basin to help
farmers and communities
adapt to extreme weather.

Mike Duguid, MFGA
chair, said the award is a
huge honour for all MFGA
board members and staff
that have worked on the
model over the years, show-
casing theleadership ability
of MFGA to work with
farmers and farm groups
to key in on water manage-
ment via the model and
forecastingtoolaswellasthe
importantrole and potential
of forages and grasslands
in future climate change
scenarios and resilience,
especially around water.
Duguid tipped his hat to
the outstanding ongoing
partnership with Aquanty
and the partnerships with
Assiniboine West, Pem-
bina Valley, Souris River
and Redboine Watershed
Districts as well as the Roll-
ing River First Nations/
AWWD and Swan Lake
First Nations/PVWD col-
laborationsaswellasthe ori-
ginal funders at AAFC and
the Province of Manitoba.

35 YEARS

204-529-2441

Dr. Steven Frey (Aquanty), Mike Duguid (MFGA Chair), Duncan Morrison (MFGA
ex director) and Dr. Andre Erler (Aquanty) celebrate MFGA Aquanty Model's win at

16th annual Water Canada Awards Oct. 16 in Toronto.

269 Hamilton Street, Neepawa MB ROJ 1THO
P: 204-476-2336 | E: info@taylorlawpatersons.ca
www.patersons.ca

SERVING Shop 204-368-2361 « Cell 204-212-2020

Agriculture, .
Construction, D.M.W. Repalr
Trucks & More )

Licensed Journeyman « Reasonable Rates
* Truck Safeties « Equipped with Hydraulic Flow-meter &

. Pressure Gauges for Hydraulic Testing.
* MPI Accredited « Electrical Troubleshooting

+ Air Conditioning Repair *Scan Tools for Autos
+ We now have a scan tool for semi trucks,

agricultural equipment and construction
equipment.
Corner of 91N & 82W « RM Of Glenella-Lansdowne

* Hydraulic hose repair

SUBMITTED PHOTO

MFGA zeros in on
Province's net zero
plans for Regen Ag

Submitted
MFGA MEDIA RELEASE

The Manitoba govern-
ment has unveiled Mani-
toba’s Path to Net Zero,
a strategy guided by the
Indigenous teachings of
gathering manoomin (wild
rice)—abold plan toreduce
greenhouse gas emissions,
strengthen communities
and build a resilient, low-
carbon economy that
benefits all Manitobans,
Premier Wab Kinew and
Environment and Climate

Change Minister Mike
Moyes announced earlier
this month.

Of special interest to
MFGA audiences, the
strategy includes sector-
based opportunitiesaround
sustainable agriculture,
including key initiatives
around the advancement
ofregenerative agriculture
and BMPs. For more in-
formation and to view the
full roadmap, visit kttps://
manitoba.ca/netzero/

4 Miles North of Arden on Hwy 352 & 2 Miles West

Ready to Move

1,053 SQ. FT.

CUSTOM
DESIGNED
OR BUILT TO
YOUR PLANS

KITCHENS BY
CHERRYWOOD
CABINETS

e Cartwright, MB < visit our website

Don't sweat the fall stuff! Until October 31%, save a pile on select Deere
utility tractors, mowers, and Gators™ with lifetime support from Brandt.

Compact

Utility Tractors

Get 0% for 84 months and

a cash bonus of up to $4000.

Tariff-free
Mowers

Get up to $2000 off and
0% financing.

Offers only applicable on select models. Offers end Oct. 31, 2025.

Visit your local Brandt Ag dealer or go online:
more.brandt.ca/john-deere

JOHN DEERE

Gator™
Utility Vehicles

Get up to a $4000 cash bonus
plus 1.5% for 36 months.

liBrandt
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Memories in Agriculture: the Circle C Calf Club

J

\.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BEAUTIFUL PLAINS MUSEUM
This photograph from Manitoba’s agricultural
history features the Circle C Calf Club. This calf
club was based in the Beautiful Plains area, and
was one of many calf clubs that could be found
throughout Manitoba back in the day.
This particular photo is dated to the 1940s.

Pictured in the back row, from left to right, are:
Peden Connell, Clarence Minkus, Merr Simon, Don
Conrod, and Archie McNair.

Middle row: Joyce Campbell, Jean McNair, Verla
Simon, Jean Connell, and Mary Lindsay.

Front row: Shirley Wilkinson and Clarence
Wilkinson.

If anyone has further information, please email
Casper at the Neepawa Banner & Press via
newsroom@neepawapress.com.

Thank you for reading the
Farmers' Advocate!

Smart
Farming

Get the equipment your agribusiness

needs — without the big upfront cost.

Leasing can help you manage cash
flow and lower your tax bill.

—
SQUNRISE

CREDIT UNION

sunrisecu.mb.ca

fAE0e

Learn how leasing can benefit your farm.
Speak with your Sunrise lender today.
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Province extends rent freeze for agricultural crown lands

Media Release

MANITOBA BEEF PRODUCERS

The Manitoba govern-
ment is extending the rent
freeze for Agricultural
Crown Lands (ACL) forage
leases into the 2026 grow-
ing season, continuing its
commitment to making
life more affordable for
producers, Agriculture
Minister Ron Kostyshyn
announced.

“Manitoba producers
are the backbone of the
provincial economy and
our governmentis commit-
ted to keeping life afford-
able for the hard-working
Manitobans who put food
on our tables,” said Kos-
tyshyn. “Continuing this
rent freeze provides finan-
cial stability for producers
and reflects our commit-
ment to affordability.”

The currentrate of $3.66
per animal unit months
remains the lowest ACL
rental rate in Western
Canada.

“This announcement
is a relief for Crown land
users and gives us some
certainty after a year of se-
vere challenges,” said Brent
Benson, cattle producer.
“From extreme weather
to the uncertainty of trade
markets and feed supplies,
some producers struggled
tokeep theirfamily ranches
operational without having
tomake decisions thatcould
affecttheirsustainability or
viability. We look forward
to working with the Mani-
toba government as we
move toward a system of
fair and predictable rental
rates as well as policies that
encourage young produ-
cers to enter the industry,
an important component
to ensuring the long-term
sustainability of the family
ranch.”

The ACL program sup-
ports approximately 1,750
leaseholders across Mani-
toba who rely on Crown
lands for grazing, haying
and cropping activities.
These lands are a vital
public asset, supporting
the livestock sector, ad-
vancing sustainable land
use, and respecting treaty
and Indigenous rights, the
minister noted.

Alongside therate freeze,

the Manitoba government
haslaunched the first phase
of a public engagement
process to help shape the
future of the ACL pro-
gram. Through an online
survey on EngageMB,
Manitobans can provide
feedback on three areas:

lease allocation methods,
limits on the total amount of
land asingleleaseholder can
hold, and renewal options
for modern leases.
“Manitoba Beef Produ-
cers appreciates the con-
sultations about various
aspects of the Agricul-
tural Crown Lands Leas-
ing Program to ensure it is
responsive to the needs of

the cattle sector,” said Mat-
thew Atkinson, president,
Manitoba Beef Producers.
“We strongly encourage
beef producers to make
their views known during
thisimportant engagement
process as it will help shape
the future of the program.”

Thissurveyrepresentsthe
firstphase of public engage-
ment in the ACL program

review. Feedback gathered
will help inform proposed
regulatory updates and
program improvements.
Further consultation with
stakeholders, including
leaseholders and Indigen-
ous communities, will fol-
low before final decisions
are made, the minister said.

Feedback collected
through the survey and

consultations will inform
final program adjustments
and regulatory updates,
anticipated forimplementa-
tion in 2027, the minister
added.
Manitobansinterestedin
sharing their views are en-
couraged to visit fttps://en-
gagemb.ca/ag-crown-lands to
complete the survey by Nov. 24.

(36) PIONEER

HUNDRED YEARS

PLANT THE 100™ SEASON OF PIONEER
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Advertise In the
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February 27 ¢ March 27 ¢ April 24 ¢ May 29
June 26 ¢ July 31 ¢ August 28
September 25 ¢ October 30 ¢ November 27

(Dates may change slightly due to production scheduling issues)

sBanner RIVERS

W Full page $1,499
e Half page $889
1/4 page S$519

1/8 page $299

Business card $129

Farm ers >
A

dvocate Lm,wdvm Book 10 issues by February 15, 2026

$Banner Ryypp
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Sprin
g inis the and get your 10" ad free!

Wide circulation of 10,000 farms, businesses & households

For more information or booking contact us at
ads@neepawabanner.com
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We'd love to feature
pictures of local farms.
If you have a photo you'd
like to share, please send
it to us at
news@neepawabanner.com
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