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SATISFY ALL
YOUR FOOD AND
DRINK CRAVINGS

The ULTIMATE
Student Survival Kit

*Conditions apply. Image for illustrative purposes only. Giveaway items may differ from those pictured. No purchase
necessary where prohibited. For full contest details, visit sunrisecu.mb.ca **Apple Licensed Products

How to Enter ° Prudent Student Chequing Account
Open or apply for one ° Collabria Credit Card
of these products:

° Student Line of Credit
The Ultimate Student Survival Kit includes:

Apple iPad with pen and keyboard** $100 Netflix Gift Card, $500 Food
Gift Card, $500 Gas Card, $300 College/University Merch.

Visit sunrisecu.mb.ca for more information

Team Manitoba competes
at the world’s largest high school rodeo

Manitoba contestants competed at the nationals in Nebraska.

By Charlotte Artshko
EMPIRE ADVANCE

wenty athletes proudly represented Team

I Manitoba at the 2026 National High School
Finals Rodeo (NHSFR), held July 19-25 at the
Sandhills Global Event Centerin Lincoln, Nebraska.
Recognized as the world’s largest high school
rodeo, the NHSFR welcomed 1,766 contestants
from Canada, the United States, Australia, New

Zealand and Mexico. Competitors spent the week
vying for more than $363,000 in prize money while
showcasing the dedication and hard work it took
to qualify for one of the most prestigious events in
youth rodeo.

Representing Team Manitoba were Reid Arm-
strong of Boissevain, Boden Bond and Hudson Bond
of Kenton, Carter Brown, Sadie Brown, Stetson Cut-
ler, Slade Hagan and Madelyn (Maddie) Warkentin
of Virden, Andee Cowan and Billie Cowan of Gains-
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borough, Sask., Joel Fisk and Zavery Hollingshead
of Moosomin, Sask., Jill Goff of Carman, Denver
and Spencer Gompf of Oak Lake, Kelsey McGee of
Deloraine, Kyrna Moyer of Brandon, Reese Morrison
of Glenboro, Jessica Wright of Rapid City and Jett
Lockie of Waskada. Several additional Manitoba
qualifiers earned the opportunity to compete at the
NHSFR but were unable to attend this year’s event.

Read results from local riders on page 9...

WDED
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Fire hall expansion best way to spend a million bucks

Shovel ceremony marks Virden fire hall go-ahead

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

With the ceremonial
sod turning on July 29,
the Town of Virden and
Wallace District Fire De-
partment marked Virden
firehall’s expansion and
renovation project.

Virden’s deputy mayor
Mark Savy welcomed the
crowd saying, “I remem-
ber when I joined the fire
department in 2006, they
were getting excited, talk-
ing about a new hall. Here
wearein 2026, justaboutto
putshovels in the ground.”

The projectis50 percent
cost shared between Town
of Virdenand Government
of Manitoba through the
Growth and Renewals Op-
portunities Grant.

The Honourable Glen
Simard, Minister of Rural
and Northern Affairs ad-
dressed the sizeable gath-
ering on a scorching hot
morning saying, “Being a
regional project, because
this actually affects neigh-
bouring communities, it
was really important to
make sure that the public
is on board... that this is
something that they want
and that they’re ready
for. And when you have
a town like Virden with
strong leadership, and a
good capital plan, and a
good publicsafetyplan... it
makes something like this
easy to endorse.”

Simard pointed torecent
firefighter demands. “In
the past couple of years,
we've had a real compre-
hensive response to fires
in Manitoba. The wildfire
service relies upon com-
munities like Virden to
respond to fires in the
north. And having good,
well-trained firefighting
force is extremely import-
ant.”

Mayor Tina Williams
welcomed the crowd who
came to celebrate this
“reallyimportantmilestone
for our community and
all our surrounding com-
munities.”

She said, “This funding
will strengthen our emer-
gency services and ensures
our firefighters have a
space and equipment and
facilities to continue pro-
tecting us, and to protect
themselves as well.”

The mayor explained
how Virden saved up for
the work. “To achieve this

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

Ceremonial shovels mark the green light for Wallace District Fire Department’s expansion of the fire hall at its original location of 330,
11th Ave. S. WDFD Firefighters - Shelby Pardy (maternity leave) Evan Pardy, John Davidson, Curtis Smith, Morgan Henry, and Joel
Neumier line up behind the ceremonial ‘sod’ turners, L-R: Devan Decroliere from Roger Branum Construction, Fire Chief Cory Nixon,
Deputy Mayor Marc Savy, Minister of Rural and Northern Affair Glen Simard, Mayor Tina Williams, Town of Virden CAO Neil Smith and
Roger Branum from Roger Branum Construction.

goal, the Town of Virden
had allocated $150,000
a year through its an-
nual budget for over eight
years, and then when the
province came in with
its investment... we each
contributed $1.5 million
towards this project.”

Mayor Williams ex-
pressed appreciation for
the province’srole andsaid,
“I want to thank Minister
Simard and his staff, Matt,
whoarehere todaywithus.”

Former CAO, Rhonda
Stewart was acknowledged
by several speakers for her
extra effort on many occa-
sions which included the
grant application to the
province.

Clayton Canart, reeve
of Wallace-Woodworth
municipality spoke saying,
“It’s extremely important
forfirefighterstohave these
kinds of assets to provide
the life-saving services and
protection they provide our
citizens. I've been chair of
the Fireboard for 10 years
now, and I know that they
were advocating for (the
fire hall upgrade) before
that.”

He praised the dedi-
cation of the volunteer
firefighters for local needs
and added, “Being on the
highway, we see a lot of
traffic incidents, so they’re
providing services to many
people from outside of our
area. So, thank you for
the work that you do, and
congratulationson thenew
facility.”

Fire Chief Cory Nixon

expressed what the project
means to the fire service.

“This is a very exciting
day for the department,”
said Nixon on behalf of
firefighters and the build-
ing committee. “The fire-
fighters at Station 1 are
ecstatic that after years of
preplanning and putting
away funds, that this grant
has actually pushed the
project into reality.”

He said it will bring the
firehall into conformance
with new safety guidelines,
“ensuring that everybody
operating in the building
can remain as cancer-free
and safe as possible. It’s a
big step in fire service right
nowon cancer prevention.”

Firefighters’ gear willno
longer sit in the exhaust
fumes of the trucks.

“The new expansion al-
lows us to take our gear off
our apparatus floor.”

The new truck bay will
be built at the rear of the
current hall, which will be
renovated to store the gear
andfirefighting apparatus.

Nixon explained, “With
thenewspace,we’re excited
tobe able to accommodate
more training...we will
have dedicated training
areas to better train our
members.”

In closing, emcee Savy
said the firefighters on the
building committee played
akey role. Firefighter John
Davidson (formerly with
Manitoba Hydro) and
ChiefNixon (abuilding in-
spector) brought valuable
knowledge to the decision

making.

Savy also reminisced
about the Chamber of
Commerce candidate
forum held for the former
municipal council elec-
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tions. “We were asked
questions,” he said, “And
one of the questions was,
‘if you were given a million
dollars, what would you
spend it on?’ Well, I think

Virden:
380 Frontage Rd E
(204) 748-3811

this is probably the best
way to spend that million
dollars, so this is the way
we’re spending it.”

Work is due to begin in
early August.

Birtle:
803 St. Clair Street
(204) 842-3301

VIRDEN & BIRTLE MAINLINE MOTORS IS OFFERING CUSTOMERS AND VISITORS
THE CHANCE TO WIN FREE GROCERIES FOR A YEAR, VALUED AT $12,000.

THE PROMOTION RUNS FROM JUNE 2, 2026 THROUGH TO AUGUST 31, 2026.

ELIGIBLE ENTRIES MAY BE EARNED DURING THE PROMOTION PERIOD
THROUGH THE FOLLOWING QUALIFYING ACTIVITIES:

TAKE A TEST DRIVE — 1 ENTRY

MAKE A REFERRAL - 1 ENTRY

SERVICE PURCHASE OVER $1,000 - 1 ENTRY
PARTS PURCHASE OVER $1,000 — 1 ENTRY
PURCHASE A VEHICLE - 3 ENTRIES

NO PURCHASE IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN.

THE DRAW WILL TAKE PLACE ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2026.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THIS SUMMER AND WISH ALL
PARTICIPANTS THE BEST OF LUCK.

Wl[lﬂﬂﬂl/ﬂlllﬂ! "MAINLINE

KING OF TRUCKS

Visit our website: www.virdenmainline.com
Give us a call: 204.748.3811
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News from This week in 1954 in Virden 2026 Rodeo Parade

This week in 1954, 72
years ago, Virden’s water
tower was freshly painted a
gleaming silver with “VIRDEN” printed across it in bold
black. To this day, the tower remains a notable, recogniz-
able, and symbolic part of the community.

Water towers are elevated structures that were built
to support a tank high enough to pressurize a drinking
water distributionsystem and maintain emergencystorage
for fire protection. These towers frequently functioned
alongside underground or surface service reservoirs that
stored treated water near where it was used. Almost every
small town in Manitoba that had or has a water tower util-
ized it to manage the supply and demand for water usage
or to act as a reserve during emergencies.

While the primary use of water towers in some towns
has faded over time for various reasons, ranging from
being too costly to maintain to just not being used cur-
rently, like Virden’s, other Manitoba towns with water
towers include Selkirk, Winnipeg Beach, St. Boniface in
Winnipeg, Falcon Beach, Portage la Prairie, Beausejour,
Boissevain, Brandon, Neepawa, Melita, Russell, Stony
Mountain, and more. Now, they are viewed more as his-

By Lauren Halowaty
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

toric infrastructure.
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Goldie’s Incredible Journey

How the Town of Virden helped reunite a family with their cat

By Beth McConnell
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Aroutine overnight stop
in Virden turned into an
unforgettable four week
ordeal for a family of six
travelling from Calgary to
theirnewhomein Ontario.
Their four-year-old cat,
Goldie, slipped away into
the Manitoba night, and
what followed was a story of
determination, teamwork,
and the kind of small town
kindness that leaves a last-
ing mark.

Rachel Donna Hewitt,
herhusband, and theirfour
children were on a long
relocation journeyfromAl-
berta to Ontario. Theyhad
stopped in Virden for the
night, planning to continue
east toward Hamilton,
where her husband would
soon begin work.

But during a quick stop
toclean Goldie’scrate, after
hehadanaccidentfrom the
long drive, the cat made a
dash for freedom.

“He escapedin the even-
ing when I was trying to
clean out his crate. He had
pooped and we still had
quite thedriveahead ofus.”
Said Hewitt on the escape.

Goldie disappeared into
the Lions Campground,
leaving the family scram-
bling to find him. They
stayed extradays,searching
and hoping, but with a U-
Haul trailer toreturnanda
deadline for her husband’s
first day of work, they were
forced to continue their
journey without him.

From Ontario, Rachel
searched Facebook for lost
pet services, hoping some-
onelocalcouldhelp. That’s
when Virden Pet Network
and Westman Area Lost
Animals (WALA) stepped
in.

Volunteers visited the
campground daily, set out
food, monitored activity,
and coordinated updates.
Their efforts paid off: Gol-
die was eventually caught
in a live trap.

But Goldie wasn’t fin-
ished adventuring,

Goldie lived up to his
nickname, “Houdini,” by
escaping again, this time
after being safely trapped
and awaiting transport.
“He escaped asecond time
after being caught. He
escaped the night before
what was supposed to be
his flight back to Ontario,
sothatflightwascancelled.”

Outsmarting the ori-
ginal trap, Goldie forced
rescuers to switch to a dif-
ferentstyle oflive trap. With
patience and persistence,
theycaughthim once more.
In total, Goldie spentnearly
four weeks on his own in
Manitoba.

With Goldie finally se-
cured, WALA putoutacall
for a “companion flight”,
someone travelling to Ham-
ilton who could escort him
home. The request was an-
swered by Sharon Ellering-
ton, a Virden resident who
happened to be flying to
Hamilton and volunteered
to bring Goldie back to his
family. Herkindnessclosed

PHOTO BY RACHEL DONNA HEWITT

Sharon Ellinger (on the right) reuniting Goldie at the
airport with the Hewitt Family.

thefinal chapterof Goldie’s
Manitoba adventure.
Hewitt expressed deep
appreciation for everyone
who helped bring Goldie
home, “We are so happy
to have him back. Thank
you, Virden.” She also
shared how meaningful
the community’s support
was during such a stressful
time, “We had stayed extra
time to try and find him
but ultimately couldn’t.
Knowing people were still
looking for him afterweleft
meant everything.”
Goldie’s journey is more
than a tale of a runaway
cat; it’s a testament to what
happens when a commun-
ity refuses to give up. From
volunteers checking traps
to residents sharing posts,
to a woman offering to fly
a cat across the country,
Virdenshowed exactlywhat
small towns are capable of.
Hewitt summed it up
best, “It took a community

to make it happen. As I
learned from this experi-
ence, Virden sure doeshave
atightknitcommunity,and
everyone is so sweet!”

For Goldie, it meant a
safe trip home. For Virden,
it was another reminder
thatneighbourshelpneigh-
bours, even when those
neighboursarejust passing
through.

VIRDEN LIONS
HALL

CALL TO BOOK YOUR
SPECIAL EVENT
204-748-7149

230 Nelson St W e Virden, MB

Hall capacity is limited based
on current Manitoba Public
Health restrictions/guidelines;
renters and attendees must
comply with up-to-date
Manitoba Public Health Orders.

The parade route in the rodeo paper was slightly off.
Above is the correct route for the rodeo parade.

204.759.3313
Toll Free 844.877.7767

gregnesbittmla @ mymts.net
#7 - 515 4th Avenue
Burlington Place, Shoal Lake, MB

Your Money

Shouldn't Be

Handcuffed

GICS LOCK YOU IN.
BOND LADDERS SET YOU FREE.

Break free from the restrictions of GICs

Build a flexible bond ladder for better access and growth.

Mutual funds and other securities are offered through Aviso
Wealth, a division of Aviso Financial Inc.

®1204-748-6823 @ 855-747-6823

Unless otherwise stated, mutual funds, other securities and cash
balances are not covered by the Canada Deposit Insurance
Corporation or by any other government deposit insurer
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By Chad Carpenter

Challenging climate change

usually write original material

but a friend sent me this piece and

I truly believe it deserves close
examination. Justlike Allister Heath-
the Editor of The Sunday Telegraph,
who is quoted below, I believe that
we have been duped by the climate
change people. Not that the climate
isn’tchangingbut thatwe should spend
our time, energy and money on adapt-
ing because we don’t have the ability
to change the directions of a climate.

“We've lost the war against climate
change. Time to scrap net zero

By Allister Heath—"The Editor of The
Sunday Telegraph

Climate changeisreal, but Britain can
do almost nothing about it. The war
againstglobal warming hasbeenlost,
with only grievous collateral damage
toshow forit. We have crippled British
industry, hammered consumers and
pushed the grid to the brink of black-
outs, all with no discernible impact
on global emissions and the climate.
It’s time to accept this sobering re-
ality, cut our losses, cease tilting at
(and building) windmills, ditch the
despicable con that is net zero, and
learn to cope with, and whenever
possible, even enjoy, a warmer, drier,
more volatile Mediterranean climate,
if that is indeed to be our fate.
Hubris has ruined us, a tiny nation
accounting for 0.8 per cent of global
CO2 emissions from combustible
fuels. We were fooled into believing
that we could single-handedly lead
the way in saving the world, a futile
gambit if there ever were one...
Britain’sre-embrace of collectivism, of
energy rationing, our advanced case
of suicidal empathy, have achieved
little other than putting us at the mercy
of China. The Communist state ac-
counts for 32.1 per cent of emissions,
pumps out 262 per cent more CO2
than it did in 2000 and is making the

mostofnetzeroin Britain and Europe

GENTRE

KEN W ADDELL

RIGHTHINETEIE;

to bolster its own industry and its grip
over crucial commodities.

All of our efforts at carbon reduction
(and those of the European Union)
have been offset many times over by
the increase in Chinese emissions;
Britain could return to the stone age
and cut our GDP to zero, and it would
still make only a trivial difference.
Net zero represents the pinnacle of
arrogance, a case study in the illu-
sion of control, a landmark in human
vanity and, in Britain’s case, exposes
aludicrously exaggerated view of our
own importance given the UK’s neg-
ligible economic and environmental
footprint in 2026.

Above all, we need to rid ourselves
of the green energy subsidies and
grid integration costs that will exceed
£40bn a year by 2030-31, according
to the Prosperity Institute, as well as
the entire apparatus of net zero, from
the Climate Change Committee to
binding carbon budgets, restrictions
on the North Sea and other compul-
sory targets to cut CO2 or change
behaviour...

Yet fuelled by a neo-Victorian moral
revivalism, the UK’s cross-party elites,
having lost an empire and searching
forarole asinternational central plan-
ners, convinced themselves that we
should lead by example and through
self-sacrifice, and bet the house on net
zero. Ordinary people are paying the
price for this delusion.”

To relate the above to Manitoba and
misguided efforts, let me offer a short

and local Manitoba history lesson. In
the 1960s, our modern day Watershed
Conservation District model was de-
veloped. Itactually works butalack of
fundsand commitment hashampered
itseffectiveness. Itactually began with
work at the Rosedale farm north-west
of Neepawa. This piece of land had
been ravaged by over-cropping and
erosion. A massive tree and forage
planting effort took place. Then in
1971, the Conservation District pro-
gram was launched and the first one
was the Whitemud Watershed district
around Neepawa and Gladstone. I
know this to be a fact, because I was
there and saw it all come into place.
My boss at the time, Ag-Rep Allan
Nebbs had tried to compliment the
watershed’s work by applying to the
Prairie Farm Rechabilitation Act
(PFRA) for funding water retention
dams, about 50 in total. Great idea
but PFRA refused to approve any of
them. That refusal was a mistake, as
Imaintain that water retention, flood
control, conserving and storing water
could all be done at much higher rate
than is currently being done.

The point is, as the above Sunday
Telegraph column states, we also in
Manitoba need to find ways to adapt
to a changing climate because we
will never control it. When drought
periods or even drought years come
back, we will be a lot better off if we
have prepared for them.

HOMEBODIES]

RITA FRIESEN

Well, they
never caught
that on camera!

here were a number of incidents in my life that

truly were noteworthy and they never were

captured on camera. The images, I assure you,
remain vivid in my mind.

There were witnesses as I glided over the handlebars
of the rental bike in Amsterdam! It was the second day of
the bike and barge tour. We had covered a fair distance so
my legs were tiring. Nearing the canal we shifted from the
path, over a slight curb to ride on a cobblestone sidewalk.
The front wheel caught the curb, twisted violently to the
right and I continued to proceed directly forward. Hands
outstretched I sailed onward, skidding to a halt with my
face to the stones. My inward prayer in the journey was
“ not my teeth, not my teeth, dear God, not my teeth!”.
(My teeth have been amajor investment and while I carry
an eyeglass prescription with me on my travels, there is
no replacement for my two front teeth.) The tour guides
called a halt as they checked on the condition of the bike
first! Then checked me. I was able to continue the ride
and the tour, I do have pictures of the colourful multitude
of bruises! One of the riders that had been following me
described by dismount as graceful as though the angels
were carrying me. They may have been.

The bike incident was when I was seventy years of
age. And as I mentioned there are no pictures of the fall,
just of the bruises. When I was much younger, in my
teens, the cow headed over to the neighbours. She had
gone for male companionship and when I wanted her to
come home with me, she was unwilling. I had the rope
around her neck, in the corral, and things should have
progressed well. They did not. She galloped one way and
somehow my right thumb got between the rope and a
post, there were opposing forces. To this day the knuckle
on my right hand thumb is slightly enlarged, slightly
arthritic and definitely a weather forecaster. Would 1
have wanted a picture of a sweating, frustrated, angry
young girl gallumping around a corral? Not really. I am
thankful there was no one capturing that moment! The
sorry thumb tells the story.

I was in my forties and we had a family camping trip
at Camp Moose Lake. My oldest grandson was just past
three years of age. Water skiing was important to the
family and I was game to try. And try. And then try one
more time. The grandson was standing on the dock,
watching hisbeloved grandmother being dragged almost
under water, until she/me was smart enough to let go!
After several attempts, I gave up. Standing there with my
little alli, I was comforted as he turned to me and said °
bad boat! That’s a bad boat!’. I didn’t have the heart to
inform him that it wasn’t the boat, it was all my fault. No
photo in an album tells that story, the grandson doesn’t
remember but I treasure my knight on a white charger
that defended me!
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OLD SAYINGS
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Here are a few more
sayings thatI hope bring
back a smile ora chuckle
from days gone by and
hopefully, at least, puts
smile on your face.

“Full steam ahead”,
means to proceed with
maximum speed, energy
and determination to-

ward a goal or task. You
would often hear this
phrase used by a captain
on a ship.

“Hold your horses”,
means towait, slowdown
or to be patient. It tells
a person not to rush
or make a quick, bad
decision. Motor vehicle

drivers could certainly
use some of this advice!
Maybe there would not
be so many fatal acci-
dents on the highway.

“Keep your shirt on”,
means to stay calm, be
patient or stop rushing.
Itisalso an informal way
to tell someone not to
getangry, upset or overly
excited about a delay or
mistake.

“Costs an arm and a
leg”, means something
is extremely expensive
or costsan unreasonable
amount of money. Like
going to thegrocerystore

these days, or the gas
pump. It really suggests
that the price is so high
itfeelslike you are giving
up a vital body part.

“Bestthingsincesliced
bread”, meanssomething
that is extremely good,
useful, innovative or a
wonderful newinvention
or idea. This phrase can
alsobe used in asarcastic
or in a mocking type of
way to describe some-
thing that is hyped up
to be something that is
amazing that is actually
quite ordinary or even
useless.

“Not all that and a
bag of chips” means a
person or thing isnotas
great, special orimpres-
sive as they think they
are. It is often used to
describe an arrogant
person who is actually
quite ordinary.

“Smoke and mirrors”,
means an illusion, trick-
ing orafalse display used
tohide the truth, confuse
people or make some-
thing look better than
it really is. An example
of that is the Canadian
federal government! See
ya next week!
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Town Office: 204-748-2440

Virden Landfill: 204-748-6033

Tundra Oil & Gas Place: 204-748-2736

Check your mailbox!
2026 property tax notices have been sent out.

If you haven't received yours, please contact the Town Office at
204-748-2440.

2026 property taxes are due by October 31, 2026.

Well Water Testing

Assiniboine West Watershed District will be coordinating well water
testing.

Drop-off will be at the Virden Town Office on August 10, 2026 from
9:00-11:30 AM.

Testing kits are available for pickup in advance at the Town Office.

Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Event
August 22,2026,10 am -2 pm

Virden Farmer's Market — 505 Sixth Avenue

Employment Opportunity

Sanitation Il Position

This is the senior position in the garbage collection division of the
Public Works Department.

This position requires an individual that is in good health and capable
of carrying out the physical requirements of the job and able to

pass a medical examination. A high school diploma or equivalent is
required as well as a Class 3 with Air driver's license.

Full job description is available on the Town of Virden website.
Please forward resume with cover letter to:

Faye Pope, Office/HR Manager
Town of Virden
Box 310,
Virden, MB, ROM 2CO
Email: office.manager@virden.ca

B info@virden.ca

VIRDEN
=

CENTRE OF IT ALL

Animal Control: 204-851-5881

Facility Bookings: 204-748-2440

Emergency After Hours: 204-851-5540

Please be advised that a general municipal election will be held on
October 28,2026.

Prospective municipal election candidates must register with the Senior
Election Official (SEO) during the registration period before they may
begin to accept contributions, incur expenses, fundraise or borrow money
for their campaign.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that | will be receiving candidate registrations:

For the office of head of council: Between May 1, 2026 and September 22,2026
For the office of councillor: Between June 30, 2026 and September 22,2026

at the Town of Virden office, 236 Wellington Street West, Virden, MB,
during the regular hours of business.

To obtain a registration form contact the SEO at the email or telephone
number listed below.

Registration forms are available for pickup at the Town of Virden office.

Rhonda Stewart, SEO
Phone: 204-851-0769,
Email: rlstewart64@outlook.com
Dated at Town of Virden,
Virden, MB on April 14,2025

Upcoming Council Meetings

August 11 & September 1
Council Meetings start at 7:00 PM

} www.virden.ca 0 Town of Virden @virdentown
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HeLEN DRYSDALE

OUT OF HELEN’S KITCHEN

Zucchini season is upon us. This easy-to-grow squash is the most versatile vegetable
there is! It is low-calorie and low-carb and packed with good-for-you nutrients. Most
of the vitamins and minerals are found in the zucchini skin so be sure to keep the skin
on. Zucchini is great to fry, sauté, and grill as well as being a great addition to stir fries,
pastas, and salads. When it grows to a larger size it is great in chocolate zucchini cake,
muffins and quick breads.

Zucchini mushroom soup casserole

1 medium zucchini 1 large onion, diced

1 Thbsp. oil 1 can mushroom soup

1/3 cup cheese whiz 3/4 cup bread crumbs

2 thsp. butter 1 tsp. Mrs. Dash

Wash and slice zucchini. Remove the seeds in the middle. In alarge frying pan, sauté
zucchini and onion in oil until tender crisp. In a large bowl, combine the mushroom
soupand cheese whiz. Stirin the vegetables. Transfer to a greased baking dish. Combine

breadcrumbs, butter and Mrs. Dash. Sprinkle over vegetable mixture. Bake, uncovered,
at 350* for 30-35 minutes or until bubbly.

Zucchini ginger muffins

1 cup sugar

1 tsp. vanilla

2 cups flour

1 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. ground cinnamon

1/3 cup candied ginger, diced

1/2 cup canola oil

2 eggs

2 cups grated zucchini

1 tsp. baking soda

1/2 tsp. salt

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

1 cup dark chocolate chips or more to taste

Topping:

1/3 cup dark chocolate chips

1/2 tsp. cinnamon

In a large bowl, whisk together the oil, sugar, eggs, and vanilla until smooth. Stir in
the zucchini. In another bowl, stir together the flour, baking soda, baking powder, salt,
cinnamon, and ginger. Add the flour mix to the first mix and stir until just combined.
Don’t over mix. Add the candied ginger and chocolate chips. Spoon into paper cups
in muffin tins. Sprinkle each muffin with topping. Bake at 350 F for 18 to 22 minutes
or until a toothpick inserted into the center of a muffin comes out clean. Let the muf-
fins cool in the pan for 5 minutes. Remove muffins from the tin for further cooling.

3 Thsp. sugar

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A FREE

COMMUNITY BBGQ

Corex Resources would like to invite you
Thursday, August 13
11:00 am - 2:00 pm. at Victoria Park, Virden
Come out and see Expressions Entertainment

As your neighbour, we’re also proud to support the
Virden Indoor Rodeo & Wild West Daze in your community. See you there!

corex

resources

Miniota News

Submitted
By LINDA CLARK

A very Happy 97th
Birthday greeting to Mar-
garet Taylor on Aug. 3.
Her family joined their
mom and grandma for
a celebration at The
Sherwood. Happy birth-
day Marg from all your
Miniota friends!

Enid Haines had long
time school friends Bette
Lynn Hart from Kelowna
B.C. and Shairl Honey
from Edmonton Alta. call
in for a visit. They also
visited with other Birtle
friends and one special
visit was with Alice Bolter
at Sunnyside who will be
103years thismonth. Alice
knew each of the girls by
name. Enid also reports
that her grandson Lee
Haines from Peace River
Alta. placed second in the
provincial swim meet in
the 50-metre breaststroke.
A great accomplishment
for Lee, but also the first
provincial medalin swim-
ming broughthome to the
Peace River Swim Club.
Congratulations Lee and

\Wlllﬂﬂ[ll/ﬂlﬂl’l[ MAINLINE
KING OF TRUGKS

toaproud GrandmaEnid!

Congratulations to
Barry and Dianne Clark
on the arrival of a new
granddaughter, Isabella
Ann, born Aug. 2 to Ka-
trina and Levi Ferguson
and big brother Lincoln
at Brandon.

Oursympathy to Steph-
anie and Jamie Brown, Tif-
fany and Lexi and Terryl
Greene and Will Huebner,
Claire and CharLea on
the death of Stephanie
and Terryl’s Grandma,
Marion Brigden at the
Deloraine Hospital on
July 30. Marion’s home
was at Melita.

Isabella News

Happy birthday to Ber-
nice Still! Can’ttellalady’s
age, but Bernice was the
recipient of many guests
this past week, including
children of the late Nelson
and Sylvia Doran who
were in the area visiting
family and friends.

“May I see this day
through sacred eyes,
shape thisdaywith helpful
hands, end this day with
a grateful heart.” - Mary
Davis

Virden:

(204) 748-3811

With two greal locationd to 4erve you bettor!

questions!

and individuals

380 Frontage Rd E

DO YOU
KNOW?

WE’'RE ONLINE!
Catch up on the Local News
from our print editions, as well
as Provincial, and National News
headlines: empireadvance.ca

DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS

The weekly print edition is also
available in a digital PDF format,
delivered straight to your inbox
first thing Friday mornings.

We also offer temporary

digital subscriptions to our print
subscribers who “fly south” for
the winter.

OBITUARIES

Obituaries appearing within

the pages of print edition of the
Empire-Advance can also be
found on our website thanks to
the services of Legacy.

BUSINESS

SERVICES
Photocopying, Laminating,
and resources (business cards,
forms, labels, invoices, and
much more) are all available
through our Commercial
Printing services.

ARCHIVES

Searching for information to
help with your Genealogy re-
search? We may be able to help.
Qur physical archives date back
10 1912 - while they are closed
to the public, we are able to pull
info to help with your research.
Contact us to find out more.

Birtle:
803 St. Clair Street
(204) 842-3301

Visit our website: www.virdenmainline.com

The team at Virden Mainline Motors would like to welcome you to our dealer-
ship in Virden and Birtle, where we're confident you'll find the vehicles you're
looking for at a price you can afford. Come and check out our full selection

of new Buick, Chevrolet, GMC vehicles, or get a great deal on a reliable pre-
owned model. No matter which vehicle you decide on, our professional finance
team will help you get settled with a competitive financing or lease plan.

When you're looking for quality auto maintenance and repairs near Virden
and Birtle, you can always count on the professional technicians in our Buick,
Chevrolet, GMC service department as well, where we handle everything
from oil changes and filter replacements to powertrain and drivetrain repairs.
Schedule an appointment today, or purchase parts from us to handle mainte-
nance and repairs on your own!

Lots of folks in Virden and Birtle count on the high-quality vehicles and ser-
vices found at Virden Mainline Motors, and we look forward to living up to our
reputation every day. Stop in and see us today, or contact our staff with any

Virden Mainline Motors believes that supporting and being involved in our
local community is a social responsibility that is integral to the lives of our
customers, employees, and people in our area.

Our dedicated and energetic staff is excited to be involved in our communities
making a positive impact.

We strengthen our community by providing financial, in-kind, and volunteer
support to various organizations, educational and social programs, groups,
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Nurse Practitioner serves in Oakview Clinic

Manitoba Health needs to step up
and cover necessary medically necessary care

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

ile Manitoba’s healthcare system is
overwhelmed, in the RM of Oakview an
experienced nurse practitioner is allevi-

ating some of that pressure for the system, and
importantly, for the people she helps.

Oakview Clinic in Rapid City is where Nurse Prac-
titioner Michelle Weighell provides comprehensive
healthcare, focusing on preventative care, chronic
disease management, and wellness promotion for
patients of all ages across Manitoba.

When Weighell made the decision to open her
own clinic, it was a big step, one that she thought
the province would soon support.

Recent changes indicated they would. In an inter-
view she explained that under the original Canada
health act, only physicians were recognized as med-
ically necessary care providers, but last January, the
federal government included within the definition
nurse practitioners, pharmacists and midwives as
providing medically necessary care, to be covered
by the universal health system.

The provinces were to create funding models to
include the additional medical care providers. Sas-
katchewan has, but Ontarioand Manitoba haven’tyet.

In a CBC story by Amina Zafar, Mar 31, 2026
headlines read: “Most people across Canada will no
longer need to pay nurse practitioners for primary
care. Federal directive aims to relieve pressure on
family physicians....”

Oakview Clinic Begins

Just over three years ago, Weighell moved back to
Rapid City where she was born. Through involvement
in the community, she heard discussion about aging
population and the struggle to find healthcare. With
the federal directive to the provinces to pay for NPs
services it seemed timely for Weighell to start her
own clinic.

She said, “I left my role, which was almost full-time
within Prairie Mountain Health to do this clinic. I
know people asked me like, ‘whywould you do that?’”

Prior to her move to Rapid City, her home was in
Rivers. She traveled to Birdtail Sioux First Nation
working there as an NP. But she said her career was
in jeopardy if she didn’t make a change. “I was feel-
ing like I wasn’t going to be able to continue much
longer.”

“Really, it was such a difficult decision to leave
(Birdtail) because I know the need is so heavy up
there. But, the drive was just - I was exhausted and
trying to be home for my son, I just needed to make
some changes.”

She approached the RM of Oakview about her
desire to practice in the community as an NP. How-
ever, Manitoba still had no funding for private NP
services, so clients would have to pay.

“I really wasn’t keen to have to charge people out
of pocket, but the council really urged me to move
forward with it,” she said.

“So, I kept my rates low. There are private NPs in
other areas, not just Manitoba, but across Canada,
and they do set their rates higher.”

To supplement her income, Weighell also picks up
shifts at a Brandon Minor Injury and Illness Clinic
on 6th Street run by Prairie Mountain Health and
she’s paid by Manitoba Health.

Her Oakview Clinic started with one day per week
and quickly grew.

“I have people traveling two hours to see me, be-
cause they can’t get a provider in their area. We usu-
ally try to keep same day appointments, so anybody’s
welcome to come, just bring your Health Card.”

Inarecentreporton her practice, 50 per centofher

new patients have been
on ‘doctor finder’ for
over two years, Weighell
says adding, “And they
have very complex care
needs most of them -
diabetes, hypertension,
mental health issues,
cancer. It’s been very
challenging, but stuff
that I dealt with in my
prior practice as well.”
She even makes house
calls to seniors in town.
“So then, some of our
older folks don’t have to
tryand arrange rideswith
their family members to
get to their physician.
And we try to work with
their physicians, update
them. Some opted to
transfer their care to me
just because it’s so con-

venient, which is fine...
it’s a partnership.”
Community Support

Community support
has been important.

“I am not paying for a building. Rapid City com-
munity church provides me an office space rightnow.”

The clinic had to move from its initial home in
Rapid City’s library basement due to water damage,
but a church office was available. (Coincidentally,
decadesbefore thatbuilding was renovated to become
Evangel Worship Centre, it was a medical office for
two different doctors over the years.)

Weighell also works in Oak River. “I hope to start
again this fall to travel to Oak River once a month
or twice a month to serve that community because
it’s within our RM and the Oakdale Seniors Lodge
was providing me space there as well, which was
quite lovely.” So, a low overhead makes her services
more affordable.

“The Lions Club have provided donation towards
cryotherapy equipment and supplies.” (Cryotherapy
is therapeutic use of extreme cold, often liquid nitro-
gen, to remove skin lesions — warts, precancerous
spots and more.)

“The Rapid City Legion Ladies Auxiliary provided
a donation which I've used towards women’s health
(cervical screening) and then the remainder of that
fund, I've put into a savings to put towards some
more equipment, new exam table that just would
be beneficial”.

She says local motorcyclists have planned an Iron
Butt Challenge fundraiser for Oakview Clinic.

Riders will take a 400-
km ride for Aug. 15, leav-

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Michelle Weighell, Nurse Practitioner.

be going directly towards equipment to benefit our
patients.” She adds,“I just really love what I do, it’s
so rewarding, I like being able to be here for my
community.”

Lobby for Coverage

The sting - while private nurse practitioners like
Weighell are filling an important gap in their com-
munities, Manitoba’s medical system isn’tyet funding
this and unless a client has private insurance that
will cover the cost, users pay.

Weighell presented the situation at the Western
Caucus meeting of the Association of Manitoba
Municipalities, asking the AMM to lobby on behalf
of private NPs.

At the July 14 RM of Wallace-Woodworth council
meeting, Couns. Val Caldwell and Mark Humphries
reported the discussion at Western Caucus, highlight-
ing the importance of getting Manitoba to comply
with the federal decision and create a funding model
to cover private NPs.

Weighell is asking people to request Manitoba
health to cover private NPs care. “We encourage
everyone to send a letter, we have a form letter that
was done by the nurse practitioner association. We
provide that to anyone that wishes to send it.”

Letters need to go to the Manitoba Minister of
Health, the Honourable Uzoma Asagwara.

For Oakview Clinic hours and to contact Michelle
Weighell, NP, see www.oakviewclinic.ca

ing Rapid City, touring
through the Parkland,
the Narrows (between
Lake Manitoba and Win-
nipeg), and circling back
to Rapid City where
Councillor Gavin Rey-
nolds has planned a
smoked pork fundraiser

Are You a Local
Small Business?

supper.

“I’'m so overwhelmed

by that support,” says
Weighell. She says with-
out community supports
“we’d be struggling for
sure. Those funds will

Spread the news

about your products, services or special offers
with promotional ideas and marketing solutions

fwm your local partner in advertising!
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Japan honours former Manitoba Agriculture Deputy
Minister with Decoration of the Order of the Rising Sun

Submitted
By MaNITOBA 4-H

BRANDON, MB — Former deputy minister
of Manitoba Agriculture and 4-H alumna Dori
Gingera-Beauchemin has been recognized by
Japan for her commitment to fostering exchange
and friendship through the York-Benimaru
Foundation (YBF) ata Japan consul conferment
ceremony today at her family’s farm in Ile des
Chénes.

Consul General of Japan Takehiko Wajima
conferred a Japanese Imperial Decoration, the
Order of the Rising Sun, on Gingera-Beauchemin
as 4-H Manitoba welcomed 20 students and 2
chaperones for a two-week stay under the YBF
Japan Homestay Program, which she was instru-
mental in helping to establish 39 years ago while
serving as Chief of the Manitoba 4-H Program.

The Japanese Imperial Decoration is presented
to foreign nationals who have made significant
contributions to relations, defence cooperation,
or cultural exchange between their home country
and Japan.

Since the YBF Japan Homestay Program
began in 1987, it has provided amazing cultural
experiences and provided a global perspective
on agriculture for hundreds of Manitoba and
Japanese youth.

4-H Manitoba Executive Director Shannon
Carveysaid, “Dori Gingera-Beauchemin hasbeen,
and continues to be, an exceptional advocate
not only for agriculture in Manitoba but also for
4-H. Her vision in establishing the remarkable

partnership between the York-Benimaru Founda-
tion, Manitoba Agriculture, and 4-H Manitoba
has created opportunities that have transformed
countlesslives. Our 4-Hfamilyis eternally grateful
for the chance to connectwithyouth in Japan. The
friendships and cultural understanding fostered
through this exchange are truly life-changing
and create bonds that last a lifetime.”

This is not the first honour Japan has bestowed
on Gingera-Beauchemin, who was inducted into
the Canadian Agricultural Hall of Fame in 2025.

She received the Japanese Foreign Minister’s
Commendation in 2018 in recognition of her
contributions to strengthening Manitoba-Japan
relations and her leadership of the homestay
program over more than three decades.

About 4-H Manitoba

4-H is an international youth and volunteer
organization that empowers members to choose
projects and work alongside volunteer leaders to
develop both project-related and essential life
skills. Members gain knowledge, confidence,
and leadership abilities that prepare them to
thrive, lead, and create positive change in their
communities.

In Manitoba, youth can choose from more
than 80 hands-on projects, including gardening,
food preservation, entrepreneurship, sustainable
living, small machines, and fitness. Today, over
1,5004-H membersand 400 dedicated volunteers
represent 4-H in Manitoba. 4-H Manitoba values
its strong partnership with Manitoba Agriculture,
which supports 4-H clubs across the province.

For more information, visit https://4h.mb.ca

SUBMITTED PHOTO
4-H alumna Dori Gingera-Beauchemin recognized
by Japan.

Prend Spensers of Uha
irdeniindcoRRodes

We are a premier sand and gravel company dedicated to providing
high-quality materials and exceptional excavation services to meet the
diverse needs of our clients. With strong commitment to excellence and
safety, we specialize in a wide range of services, from private, government,
municipality projects and oil field.

We have a large range of equipment: excavators, graders, dozers, crusher,
end dumps and belly dump to provide to your residential to large scale
commercial projects.

With our COR certification we pride ourselves on attention to detail, on
time project completion and commitment to environmental stewardship.
If you need quality sand and gravel for construction or expert excavation
services we can be contacted at Office: 204-748-3019, Cell: 204-748-7992
Email: admin@sparkssandandgravel.com

Youy witth eur fmesisifibie
Pariect for mectiings, getinerings,
perdies et are Wl off fllever anc easy o hanale.
o uss (204) 748-6698
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2026 National High School Finals Rodeo in Nebraska

PHOTOS BY TEAM MANITOBA FAMILIES AND JENNINGS PHOTOGRAPHY
Manitoba contestants compete on a national level. Representing Team Manitoba were Reid Armstrong of Boissevain, Boden Bond and Hudson Bond of Kenton,
Carter Brown, Sadie Brown, Stetson Cutler, Slade Hagan and Madelyn (Maddie) Warkentin of Virden, Andee Cowan and Billie Cowan of Gainsborough, Sask.,
Joel Fisk and Zavery Hollingshead of Moosomin, Sask., Jill Goff of Carman, Denver and Spencer Gompf of Oak Lake, Kelsey McGee of Deloraine, Kyrna Moyer of

Brandon, Reese Morrison of Glenboro, Jessica Wright of Rapid City and Jett Lockie of Waskada.

Continued from page
1..

Thefollowingreflectthe
official results posted by
the National High School
Rodeo Association (NHS-
RA).

Barrel Racing

Kelsey McGee recorded
runs of 17.890 and 18.048
seconds. Sadie Brown post-
ed times of 18.128 and
23.510andwasalsoselected
to the 2026-27 Varsity
Quanta Team during the
NHSFR. Hudson Bond
finishedwith runsof18.207
and 23.322, while Maddie
Warkentin completed her
two runs in 18.942 and
18.801.

Breakaway Roping

Andee Cowan turned
in runs of 2.92 and 5.47
seconds. KelseyMcGeealso
represented Team Mani-
tobain the event, recording
a 2.96-second run.

Goat Tying

Jessica Wright recorded
times of 9.26 and 9.66
seconds. Billie Cowan fin-
ishedwithrunsof10.39and
18.38, while Andee Cowan
added times of 12.92 and
10.85.

Pole Bending

Kelsey McGee complet-
ed the course in 22.757
and 21.944 seconds. Reese
Morrison recorded runs of
23.610 and 22.355, while
Jill Goftrepresented Team

Manitoba with a run of
23.607.

Reined Cow Horse

Kyrna Moyer repre-
sented Team Manitoba in
reined cow horse, record-
ing a score of 258.

Team Roping

Four teams represented
Team Manitoba in team
roping. Boden Bond and
Stetson Cutler recorded
Team Manitoba’s lone
qualified run with a time
of 11.7 seconds. Carter
Brown and Slade Hagan,
Reid Armstrongand Zavery
Hollingshead,and Spencer
and Denver Gompf also
competedbutfinishedwith
no times.

Tie-Down Roping

Boden Bond recorded
times of 16.28 and 28.13
seconds. Denver Gompf
posted runs of 11.92 and
14.46, while Carter Brown
recorded a 9.31-second
run. Reid Armstrong also
competed and finished
with no time.

Bull Riding

Joel Fisk, Zavery
Hollingshead and Jett
Lockie represented Team
Manitoba in bull riding.
Although none recorded
a qualified ride, each
competed on one of the
biggest stages in high
schoolrodeoafter qualify-
ing through the Manitoba
High School Rodeo As-

sociation season.

Beyond the competi-
tion, the NHSFR offered
contestants and their fam-
iliesafullweek of activities.
Nebraska’s summer heat
added another challenge,
with temperatures climb-
ing into the 30 C range
as contestants and their
horses spent long days at
the Sandhills Global Event
Center.

Away from the arena,
competitors explored the
expansive NHSFR Trade
Show, visited the NHSRA
College Fair to learn about
post-secondary opportun-
ities, and took part in the
annual volleyball tourna-
ment.

Another highlight
throughout the week was
the NHSRA Cirisis Fund
silent auction. Every state,
province and participating
countrycontributedacrisis
basketshowcasing products
and items representing
their home region. Filled
through donations from
businesses, organizations
andindividuals, the baskets
helped raise money for the
NHSRA CrisisFund,which
provides financial assist-
ance to rodeo families dur-
ing times of unexpected
hardship.

For Team Manitoba, the
week in Lincoln was about
more than times and pla-

cings.Itwasachancetorep- youth rodeos, compete globe,andcreate memories
resent Manitoba at one of alongside top young rodeo
theworld’smostprestigious  athletes from around the alifetime.

OAK LAKE,

* RODED COMMITYEE
Fundnainenr for o NEW

BUY ABOARD

sakelo Gantleh oo [FUIURIE ol oatis iodlo,

WHYTHIS MATTERS

Small communities don't always have easy access to funding—
but we have grit, heart, and people who show up.
Volunteering many hours to our rodeo grounds.
Your support helps us preserve a space that has meant so
much to so many.

"IIIIIIII/Illllllllllllllllll‘
Buy a Board to Build the Booth! b

N

{ $100.00 for a board

& * We also have sponsorship packages available: *

- Platinum, Gold, Silver, and Bronze! Call us today for more information! ,
oI

Contact: Rick Kenderdine 204-748-7784
Rachelle Sl:annage 204-596-0433

oY

Trevor Gompf: 204-724-0523

Legacy is built by Community.

"From watching the little buckanocs make thein finat uns, to the Junion
&High School competitors - this arena means something to everyone.”

andfriendshipsthatwilllast
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Chuck wagon races are fast-paced rodeo events featuring four-horse chariot-style wagons.

Lyle Brown was the Sunday’s musical entertainment at the Elkhorn beer gardens.

The chariot races were extremely exciting and entertaining.

The Elkhorn Western
Weekend (EWW) was a
great success and event
for all ages! Even the weather cooled down a bit for
the races. This year was the 12th EWW and every year
it gets better, with more things to do and only a few
weather wash outs over all the years I've been doing
the news coverage. The event announcer kept the
large crowd informed with his colourful race com-
mentariesand advice. Thisyear’s popular information
tip was that the on-site mini donuts food wagon was
a great match with beer!

The weekend event started off with the cowboy

By Ed James
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

prayer and after that it was a weekend of “Wheels of
fire”! The bleachers were full of spectators, and a few
half ton trucks had backed up to the racetrack rail a
few days earlier to get a good viewing spot. The week-
end featured six sets of races, for the chariots and the
chuck wagon teams on the main track, while over at
the small corral there wasa barrel racing competition.
During all the track events the support crews were
busy grooming the tracks after so many races, in fact
even the race drivers would stop to pick up rocks on
the track as they crossed it on foot.

All the events were held at the Elkhorn Agricul-
tural Society grounds, and it is a great site with all

Ed James has photographed his last rodeo for the
newspaper on August 2, 2026.

crowds.

the amenities that are needed and thanks to long
time Agricultural Society member Ed Clayton, his
work in looking after the many tree types, add to the
agricultural site grounds. At a future date, along the
side of the former kitchen, a wall mural will be soon
painted by a local artist.

The EWW was not all racing. In between the races,
you had a baseball and corn hole tournament, food
vendors, children’swaters slide and play area, a two-day
arts and craft sale and display area, local fire depart-
ment pancake breakfast, and of course the popular
beer garden with musical entertainment.

Over the years at the beer gardens, they have had

PHOTOS BY ED JAMES

The Elks Saloon bar was busy all weekend at the Western Weekend serving the

various musical entertainment groups, but this year
they had three very popular performers. On Friday
night they had Travis Barre, from the Reston area,
who did a variety of musical styles and artist, with his
strong voice. On Saturday, they had the return of the
popular Westman group, “Clubbing Fraggles”, with
their 80’s pop and rock show. While Sunday had an
old crowd favourite, Lyle Baldwin was back with his
country classics on the guitar and fiddle. Between the
races there was a tasting booth for “Blackfly” coolers
that was popular in the heat. And in the background
of most of these events you could hear the thump of
the corn hole bag tournament going on.

A cornhole tournament is a competitive lawn game
eventwhere players score points by tossing bean bags
into a hole on araised wooden board. A group of kids
in Elkhorn enjoyed playing the game.

Donation presentation to
Kms for Kyler

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Genn Hipwell presented a donation to Kms for Kyler. $500 of the money came
from the sale of t-shirts, hats and hoodies at the Dial & Smile event in early July at
Wolverine Supplies. The other $500 was donated by Wolverine Supplies towards
the cause. Genn Hipwell hands cheque to Troughton family, Mac, Cassidy, Oakley

and Kyler.

Elkhorn’s 3rd Annual Pop-Up Market

Dozens of vendors sold their goods at the pop-up market.

By Ed James
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Elkhorn Agricul-
tural Society held its
third Pop-Up Market at
its site in Elkhorn. It was
ahot evening, butalight
sprinkle of rain made it
bearable. It brought out
about a dozen vendors,
that included Tupper-
ware, baking, garden
produce, preserves, arts

and crafts and reps from
Virden’s RF Now Inter-
net. At each event the
on-site canteen facility
is offered to area com-
munity groups as a fund
raiser for their various
projects. This event had
the Elkview Manor Hospi-
tal Auxiliary operating it
for their garden pathway
project. For this event
there was a small public
turnout, perhaps because

of the heat!
Agricultural Society
member, Ed Clayton,
when asked about next
year, said that a review
will be done among the
vendors to see if it will
continue nextyear. One
of the interesting infor-
mation sites that night
at the market was the
Prairie Gateway Tourism
display. They represent
the Virden, Elkhorn and

PHOTO BY ED JAMES

Kenton tourist areas and
were offering unique
T-shirts and hoodies for
sale that promoted these
areas. The Elkhorn Agri-
cultural Society hope to
have two more pop up
markets this year. Per-
hapsin the next two they
will have lots of garden-
fresh produce for sale,
exceptI’'mnotsure about
zucchinis.
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Virden Light Horse Show draws a crowd

PHOTO BY DALE DAVISON

Pee Wee Horsemanship with judge Monica Wickenheiser. From pony mounts to large horses, kids show

expertise in the saddle.

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Holiday Monday’s Vird-
en Light Horse Show drew
acrowd tothe twobleachers
andastrong lineup of com-
petitors thanks to many
sponsors who support the

show, nowinitsfourthyear.
The showwasheldin the

Virden Riding Club arena
where exceptional natural
dirt gives horses good foot-
ing. Giant cottonwoods
provide shade and shelter.

There’s an MGRA sanc-
tioned portion to the show
which meansanothershow
where competitorscanrack
up points. The show’s tim-
ing makes it part of a ‘mini

run’ of MGRA sanctioned
shows so competitors can
take in four Western Mani-
tobashowsinarow. Therun
begins with Birtle Fair on
Friday, then to Rossburn,
Oak Lake and on Monday,
to Virden.

Show organizer Col-
leen Chapman explains,
“There’snumerous MGRA

sanctioned shows through-
out Manitobawhere points
are collected.” Atthe end of
theyearhigh pointwinners
will receive some spectacu-
lar prizes—saddles, orother
tack.

In fact, in 2025 Virden’s
eventwasvoted Horse Show
of the Year and this year’s
event was another great

show.

Virden Light Horse
Show also selects its own
high point winners from
three divisions - English,
Westernand Halter classes.

Competitors came from
Moosominand Whitewood
and across Manitoba from
Swan River to the Brandon
area.

New classes

The show committee
included two new classes:
a Select division under
saddle and in line classes
for competitors 50 yrs. and
over; and a Ranch Horse
Rail class.

The ranch horse class
has become popular and
this one “actually drew a
lot of entries,” says Chap-
man. She described the
requirementsforaworking
cow horse type as opposed
to Western Pleasure. “You
want the horse tomove out,
where the judge is looking
for more forward motion.”

The CantinaFood Truck
rounded out the experi-
ence for spectators and
those working hard at the
horse show.

Riding Club revisited

The riding ring where
the show was held harkens
back to Virden’s horsemen
and horsewomen of several

generations ago.

Chapman says, “So, at
one time we had what was
called the Virden Riding
Club, and we would meet
and do clinics there. We
alwayshad an annualhorse
show, and a lot of that
was headed up by Audrey
Stewart.”

Reminiscing she named
some of the other founders
and early participantsfrom
memory, such as Gerry
Fowler, Merle Coleman,
and Doug Sexsmith.

The club folded some
years ago, but those who
pioneered Virden’s passion
for riding left their stamp
on theplaceandhorseman-
ship is never far away.

Champman tells, “So
then we kind of thought,
youknowwhat, we’re going
to bring it back, because
it’s the nicest arena, it’s got
the best ground around
for running horses in and
that’swhy,in thespring they
holdbarrelracing futurities
there as well.

“You know, it’s been just
aspecial location for horse
events, and it is beautiful
ground there.”

Look for more photos
High Point results in next
issue of the Empire-Ad-
vance.

r
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Acouple of years ago, Big
DaddyTazzvisited Hamiota
bringing his own brand of
humour—itwaseverybody’sbrand—keeping theaudience
in stitches. Highway 24 was fodder for this quick-witted
prairie comedian’s banter — he had his audience with
those jokes. It was kind of embarrassing. Tazz couldn’t
believe the hole riddled Manitoba road he drove on to
Hamiota.

Nothing has changed. The road is, if anything, worse
and just lately an appeal to start a petition to repave the
road showed up on a local Facebook page. It received
about 100 thumbs up and 50 comments in two days.

Does the traffic warrant an investment?

Hwy 24 links Miniota at Hwy 83 to Hamiota where
it intersects with Hwy 21, links Oak River to the rest of
the world, intersects Hwy 250 to Rivers and carries on
through Rapid City before ending at Hwy 10 north of
Brandon. It’s a Provincial Trunk Highway (PTH).

It’sthe only PTH to connect Hwy 10 to Hwy 83 between
Trans Canada Highway 1 to the southand Trans Canada
Highway 16 to the north. The only one.

PTHsaremainroutes thatconnectmajorcities, towns,
and interprovincial routes.

Whyisa PTH allowed to be filled with potholes so big
they could damage your car or even cause an accident?

It’s a concern for ambulance emergency traffic that
seeksto take the shortestroute from Hamiota to Brandon
hospital. The recent closure of Hwy 21 through Sioux
Valley points out why Hwy 24 is critical.

Hamiota Mayor Randy Lints and a team of council-
lors and advocates have worked hard to ensure Hamiota
health centre is a hub of health care for the area. Have
you ever been sick or injured and travelled in the back
of an ambulance over Hwy 24?7

Hwy 24 was paved nearly 70 years ago after it was
eamed in 1956. Shortly after that, Canada retired much

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

In my Opinion: Highway 24 is a disgrace

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

Evening drive on PTH 24, a large silage truck navigates the pavement full of bumps and broken out edges.

ofitsrail system. Agricultural equipmentand all delivery
trucks have grown by weight, exponentially.

Now, 24 is trash. It’s a rock and roll ride filled with
humps, hollows, uneven pavement edges and pothole
after pothole. It’s a dangerous road to meet traffic on.

If you know the road, drive below the speed limit, in
daylight, the only vehicle on the road, you can swerve
around, avoiding the holes. Not drunk. Just navigating
Hwy 24 hole-ville.

Ifthere’ssnow cover, icy conditions, ifit’sdark, ifyou’re
meeting a vehicle — it’s a different game.

There’sabigger picture. I'm going tosuggest thatgood
leadership in Canada, in our provinces, and municipal-
ities should look around and realize that good roads are
related to much more than they seem.

It’s kind of like letting trash build up in a restaurant
— used napkins and bits of food on the floor, weeds at
the front door and servers with smudges of dirt on their
faces. Even if the cook is a master chef, the environment

would ruin the reputation of the diner. And a great chef
wouldn’t stay.

That’swhatI'd liken Manitoba roads to. And I'm sorry
to say that, because this didn’t happen overnight. The
government in power has inherited a problem along
with the power to act.

I believe that just as a shoddy restaurant is bad for
business, so are Manitoba’s roads bad for our economy,
bad for our sense of worth, bad for tourism, and costly
for every motorist who runs a vehicle over these roads.

It seems we've gotten used to it— but it’s time to wake
up. Prioritiesneed to change. Andyes, PTH 24 needsan
entire re-do. The sealcoat on Hwy 83 between Birtle and
Miniota is an example of a great job. It has filled small
holes and smoothed existing patches, but Hwy 24 is not
83. It needs more than a facelift. Although Manitoba
Transportation and Infrastructure staff are doing their
best with what they have to work with, it is not enough.

It’s time to get this done. )
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Built from the Ground Up, Virden’s Rodeo Legacy

By Lauren Halowaty
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

en the dust swirls
and the arena lights
shine down as the

cowboys wait for the chutes
to open, it’s easy to look
around and think these lo-
cal traditions just happen on
their own. But the truth is,
the events that bring Virden
together were built from the
groundupbylocalswithatrue
passion for their community.
In Virden, two of the primary
figures behind the town’s
deep-rooted horse culture
were Orville Fowler and his
cousin, Bud Kenderdine.

Orville’s life was deeply
woveninto thefabric of Mani-
tobaagriculture. Hespenthis
early years moving from Elm
Creek toMaryfield, Saskatch-
ewan,wherehisfamilyran the
generalstore. From there, the
familyventured toSouris,and
then to Hargrave to operate
another general store. How-
ever, once the Fowlers made
Virden their home in 1945,
theyneverlooked back. Most
people who knew Orville
knew him through business,
whether it was Fowler & Sons
Ltd. (trucking), Fowler Chev
Olds Ltd., or his time on the
Canadian Dealer Council.
Yet, no matter how busy
things got at the garage, his
heart always belonged to the
land and the livestock.

For ten years, Orville
stepped away from the auto-
motive business to focus on
farmingandraisingAberdeen
Angus cattle, but his true
passion were his horses. For
over two decades, he was a
familiar, welcomed face at lo-
calagriculturalfairs,where he
proudly showed his Hackney
horses. He poured everything
he had into supporting local
sportsandagriculture,serving
on the Virden Ag Society, the
Brandon Winter Fair Board,
and as president of the Mani-
toba Light Horse Association.

Bud Kenderdine’s impact
on Virden extended far be-
yond that first rodeo. A prom-
inent leader for local farmers,
heeventuallysteppedupasthe
President of the Virden Agri-
cultural Society. His leader-
ship proved invaluable when
Virden faced a severe crisis
in 1961, as a harsh drought
swept the region and left
local farmers facing massive
hardships. At the Virden Fair
that summer, Bud stood on
the grandstand stage along-
side Manitoba’s Minister of
Agriculture, George Hutton.
Theministerhad toannounce
emergency measures, includ-
ing shippingin hayand pump-

ing water to dried-out farms.
Hutton spent a significant
portion ofhisspeech praising
Bud, the Ag Society, and the
town. He commended them
for rallying together to put
on a fantastic fair despite the
adversity,showcasing the resili-
entspiritof Virden to this day.

By the late 1950s, Orville
and Bud shared a vision.
They wanted to bring a top-
tier indoor rodeo to Virden,
as the arena was brand new,
built only the year prior. They
wanted this event to bring
neighbors and community
members together and show-
case the very best in local
horsemanship. In October of
1959, thatdream came true at
the Virden Arena. Pulling off
an indoor event of that scale
required immense coordina-
tion and trust, so partnering
with his cousin made perfect
sense. Bud wasalready deeply
embeddedin the rodeoworld
and knew exactly who to call,
from the rodeo contestants to
the stock contractors.

The stakes for the historic
event were incredibly high,
serving as the absolute last
show of the 1959 rodeo
season in Canada. Because
contestants were desperate
for a final crack at the all-
important winners’ purses
and crucial year-end points,
theindoorarenadrewaspec-
tacularlineup of Canada’stop
riderstoshowlocalaudiences
exactly what a professional
cowboy has to do to make
a living. The response from
the community was massive;
crowds turned out exceed-
ingly well both nights, with
just under 2,000 adults and
children paying admission to
witness the historicspectacle.
Each performance opened
with a grand entry of the
cowboysand theformalintro-
duction of rodeo and Virden
AgriculturalSociety officials.

Among the elite entries in
the big-money brackets were
reigning 1959 calf roping
champion Bud Van Cleave
and bareback champion Dick
Havens. The competition
proved to be fiercely un-
predictable. In the Calf Rop-
ing event, Van Cleave missed
his calf completely, opening
the door for Wilf Gerlitz of
Youngstown, Alberta, to cap-
ture the topspot. Alf Thiessen
of Herbert, Saskatchewan,
took second place with a swift
time of 15.0 seconds flat, fol-
lowed closely by Lorne Wells
of Medicine Hat. Gerlitz
proved to be the dominant
force of the weekend, also
riding awaywith the victoryin
the Bull Riding event, ahead
of runner-up Bob Duce of

Calgary, Lynn Taylor,and Jim
Baisch of Glendive, Montana.
Inthe Bareback BroncRiding,
reigning champ Dick Havens
held his ground to take the
win, followed by a second and
third-place tie between de-
fending champion Leo Brown
and Alvin Owens of Brooks,
Alberta, while Jim Groves
took fourth. The competitive
fire was so high that the cow-
boys even orchestrated extra,
self-funded roping side-bets
among themselves between
the scheduled events.

The battle for the rodeo’s
ultimate prize, a coveted
$500.00 trophysaddle,came
down to an intense Hi-Point
competition. Future Hall
of Fame legend Leo Brown
of Czar, Alberta, ultimately
beat Bud Butterfield for the
title by racking up crucial
points across the major
events. The fierce depth of
the competition was fully on
display in the Saddle Bronc
Riding event, where Brown
captured the top spot, fol-
lowed closely by Lynn Taylor
of Miles City, Montana, the
multi-talented Dale Green-
wood, and Angus Fox.

Beyond the fierce athletic
competition, theindoorarena
featured unique variety acts
and musical entertainment
that kept the energy elec-
tric. Dale Greenwood of
Cartwright, North Dakota,
was undoubtedly one of the
hardest-working people at
the rodeo. Operating asa top
rider turned clown, Green-
wood teamed up with his
young son, Dick, to perform
acts reminiscent of popular
Old West television shows.
His continuous comedic dia-
logue with announcer Herb
Christie injected clean fun
into the dangerous business
in the dirt. Greenwood also
assisted the pick-up riders
and brought the house down
with special stunts: Friday
night featured Hells Angels,
a Brahma bull hitched to a
chariotwith Greenwoodatthe
reins, while Saturday’s finale
ended with him baiting abull
beforescramblinghighupthe
arena fence to safety.

Therootsof Canadian pro-
fessional rodeo’s governing
body stretch back to 1944,
whenitwasoriginallyfounded
as the Cowboys Insurance
Association, a humble group
whereriderspooled onedollar
eachformutual protection. By
1945, theassociation officially
incorporated under the Cow-
boys Protective Association
(CPA) banner, formalizing
and protecting the wild sport
under the early leadership of
its first president, Ken Thom-

son. Itwasunder thisCPAban-
ner, and with the expertguid-
ance of rodeo manager and
arena director Jerry Meyers
of Moose Jaw, that Virden
held its historic 1959 indoor
rodeo,alegendaryeventmade
possible by Bud’s deep ties to
the organization. The asso-
ciation continued to mature,
incorporating in 1965 as the
Canadian Rodeo Cowboys
Association (CRCA) where
Leo Brown himself would go
on to serve on the board of
directors for 11 years, before
ultimately evolving in 1980
into the modern Canadian
Professional Rodeo Associa-
tion (CPRA) asweknowtoday.
Bringing in such high-profile
competitors and reigning
nationalchampionswasmade
possible because two cousins
simply came together with
an idea. With the help of
personal connections and a
shared passion with a lot of
determination, they proved
that Virden was the perfect
stage for an indoor rodeo.

It turned out to be a monu-
mental milestone, perma-
nently putting Virden on the
mapasapremierhorse, cattle,
and agricultural community.
Orville’s dedication to the

-

.

/

Orville stands proudly next to ‘Miss Judy’, the

first Hackney Horse he ever purchased.

town was forever etched
into history when he was
inducted into the Virden
Indoor Rodeo Horseman
Hall of Fame. From now
on in Virden, when those
lights dim as ‘Oh Canada’
is sung and the broncs wait
justbefore the chutesopen,
the echo of October 19591s
still right there surround-
ing the arena. It standsasa
powerful reminder of what
can happen when a couple
ofdedicated cousinslookat
theirhometown and decide

to build something that
lasts for a lifetime.

4 N
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LIFETIME CASH BENEFITS

A Valleyview Co-op membership is a one-time investment of just
$5. Valleyview Co-op is a different kind of business because the
people who shop here can also share in our success. As a
member-owner, you may receive cash back and equity allocations
based on your purchases. It's a benefit that can add up over time,
which is why we call it Lifetime Cash Benefits.

Whether you're fueling up, purchasing groceries, supporting your
farm operation, or taking care of your home and family, your
everyday purchases can help build your membership returns.
Those returns stay connected to you for life, creating long-term

value beyond the products and services you use today.

Just as rodeo celebrates hard work, perseverance, and traditions
passed from one generation to the next, a Valleyview Co-op
membership is an investment that can provide value for years to

come. Through sponsorships,

donations and community

initiatives, Valleyview Co-op helps strengthen the places where
our members live, work, and raise their families.

Sign up today at www.valleyviewco-op.crs or visit any Valleyview
Co-op location to become a member-owner and start enjoying
the benefits of Lifetime Cash Benefits.
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SMILES ALL AROUND AS STORM WINS PROVINCIAL TITLE

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

he U1l AA Westman Storm softball team
I ended its season with plenty of smiles.

The regional team, which included

area athletes and coaches, won the Softball

Manitoba U11 AA Female Provincial Champion-

ship. The tournament was held July 24-26 in

Brandon. The Storm beat the Westman Fury
7-3 in the final.

“The biggest takeaway from the gold medal
game was the smiles on the girls’ faces after the
final out,” Storm head coach Kevin Reimer said.
“It was the reward of their hard work, dedication
and great attitudes all year. It made the whole
summer worth it.”

The team included Emma Reimer, Emily More,
Daphne Hollemen, Ava McAdam, and Jovie
Kenderdine, all from Virden; Elkhorn’s Brooklynn
Mitchell; and, from Reston, Jovie Bugg, Emma
Sterling, and Shae Williams. Jaclyn Sterling and
Dwayne Bugg from Reston were among the team’s
assistant coaches.

The Storm went 3-0 in pool play. The team then
defeated fellow Westman representatives on its way
to gold. The Storm beat the Westman Power 7-5.
In the semifinal, they got by the Westman Heat 6-5
before beating the Fury. What allowed the Storm
to be successful at provincials?

“We had a lot of natural talent on the team and

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Westman Storm won the U11 AA Female Provincial Championship.

to give credit to the pitching staff, which gave up
a low average of 4.33 runs per game. In some
tighter games it made a big difference. The girls
were told that they all had a job to do no matter
the position in the field or the batting order. We
got timely production out of everyone in their role
and that was fun to watch.”

Earlier in the season, the Storm won the AA

teams as the provincial tournament.

Reimer appreciated coaching the team this
summer.

“The whole group — girls, coaches, parents,
grandparents —was a positive bunch thatenjoyed
being together and supporting each other,” he
said. “When everyone is excited about coming

to the diamond it makes the job as a coach a lot

you can’t win without it,” Reimer said. “I do have = Provincial Showcase. It featured the same field of easier.”

PN O
SUNRISE
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Enter to WIN the

Tim Hortons is thrilled for the return of our Virden Indoor Rodeo and Wild West
Daze. As the official Volunteer sponsor, we would like to thank the many volunteers,
organizing committee members, sponsors and of course all the rodeo fans who
make this event possible.

Tim Hortons franchisee's Greg Crisanti and Rhonda Pardy, along with their staff
located in their ten westman and area restaurants based over Manitoba and Sas-
katchewan realize that serving the community means more than just great coffee!
That's why your local Tim Hortons right here in Virden is proud to support local
initiates that make a difference in our community.

ARE YOU A SUNRISE
AG MEMBER?

Scan the QR code to enter to
win a Sunrise cooler full of
treats for your harvest crew!

Initiates such as Tim Hortons Camp Day where your local Tim Hortons owners
donate 100% of days the proceeds from Coffee and Iced Coffee sales to Tim Hor-
tons Foundation Camps. This annual event sends underprivileged Children to a life
changing experience all due to the support of our community.

Another local initiate that our Virden Tim Hortons is involved with is Timbits Minor
Sports Programs. Tim Hortons Virden is a proud supporter of Timbits Soccer,
Hockey and baseball in our community. The programs philosophy is not based on
winning or losing — but learning the basic skills of a new sport, making new friends

4 N\
E E il ! and just taking time out to be a Kid.
> . . .
. yy Ve Tim Hortons has been able to support our Funshine Day Care Centre, Virden Colle-
; »> giate Institute, Virden's Aud Theatre, Virden Health Centre, The Virden Youth Drop in

Centre, Mary Montogmery and Goulter School's and the Virden & Area Community
Foundation through the Smile Cookie program. This is a community-oriented fund-
raising program that raises funds for local charities across Canada and the United
States through the sale of a Special “Smile Cookie"

44
[=] >
| ]
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Thank-you to all the contestants, their families and spectators as we welcome back
this tremendous event to our amazing community. Enjoy a safe and amazing rodeo
and Wild West Daze!

Deadline for entry:
September 12, 2026

*Offer only available for members with an active
Ag Membership at Sunrise Credit Union*

® O @

sunrisecu.mb.ca Greg Crisanti and Family, Franchisee

Tim Hortons Westman and Area
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COMPLETE TEAM LEADS STORM TO PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIP

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The U13 AA Westman Storm have shown theirsuccess
is built not on one standout player, but on contributions
from all 12 members of the roster.

On theweekend of July 24-26, the team,which includes
local players and coaches, won the Softball Manitoba
Ul3 AA Female Provincial Championship. It was the
second prestigious title the Storm had won this season.

“Our team was successful this season winning both
the U13 AA Showcase and Ul3 AA Softball Manitoba
Provincialsbecauseall 12 players contributed —whether
itwasa timelyhit, a big catch in the outfield, strong pitch-
ing or catching, or great base running,” said head coach
Terri Williamson, who is from Reston. “Championships
are won when every player is contributing, and we were
lucky to have all 12 girls do that.”

The Storm included Reston’s Andie Williamson, the
Virden duo of Samantha Barkley and Kaley Eros, and
Melita’s Adelyn Bugg, who played for Reston Minor Ball
this season. The squad also drew players from Souris,
Deloraine and Boissevain.

At the provincial tournament in Brandon, the Storm
won all three of its pool-play contests. On the tourna-
ment’s final day, they defeated the Westman Power 9-6
to advance to the semifinals. In that contest, the Storm
was able to get past the Westman Fury 11-10.

“Ourability to battle backwon us the semifinalsagainst
Fury,” Coach Williamson said. “All season, the girls have
learned to toss aside an error or bad inning and work
hard to get on base, score runs or go play tough defence

to keep us in a game and
keep chipping away.”

In the provincial final, it
was an all-Westman show-
down between the Storm
and the Heat. The Storm
persevered and prevailed
19-12.

“We were playing our
third game in a row on
Sunday in the gold medal
game,” Coach Williamson
said. “Softball provincials
are an endurance test.
Our girls were tired but
kept reaching for more
and battled. That is an
accomplishment for any
athlete, but especially 12-
and 13-year-old athletes.”

The final two weeks of
theseasonwerejam packed
forthe Storm. The U13AA
Showcase was originally
slated for June 12-14 but,
due to rain, it was resched-
uled for July 17-19.

“We had two big back-to-back weekends playing 13
games in two weekends between the showcase and
provincials,” Coach Williamson said.

The head coach appreciated her team’s attitude and
work ethic this season.

burgers, salads, entrées and desserts.

where our community comes together.

Founded in Edmonton, Alberta in 1964, Boston Pizza has grown to become Canada’s leading
casual dining restaurant brand, serving more than 40 million guests each year at over 365
locations nationwide. We offer a welcoming, family-friendly restaurant alongside a lively
sports bar, with an extensive menu featuring our signature hand-pressed pizzas, pastas,

Boston Pizza Virden is proud to be locally owned and operated, serving the Virden and
surrounding communities with great food, friendly service, and a welcoming atmosphere.
We are committed to supporting local organizations, schools, sports teams, charities, and
community events that help make our region a great place to live. Whether you're gathering
with family, celebrating with friends, or catching the big game, we're proud to be a place

Boston Pizza Virden is once again honoured to be a Diamond Sponsor of the Virden Indoor
Rodeo, proudly supporting this premier community event for over 10 years. The Indoor
Rodeo & Wild West Daze brings together families, visitors, competitors, and volunteers
while showcasing the incredible spirit of our community. We extend our sincere thanks to

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The U13 AA Westman Storm included: back row - Terri Williamson, Laura Hobbs,
Samantha Barkley, Rosie Martens, Grace Cole, Katie Perkins, Norah Whetter,
Kaley Eros, Jocelyn Campbell; front row - Hallie Dort, Hayden Campbell, Braeley
Hobbs, Andie Williamson, Reese Ryckman and Adelyn Bugg.

“They are all competitive and want to do their best,”
Coach Williamson said. “They work hard in every situa-
tion. After a tough inning or play thatdidn’tgo theirway,
they regroup and work hard. Those attitudes will make
them successful not only in sports but in life.”

the organizing committee, dedicated volunteers, and talented contestants whose hard work
and passion continue to make the Virden Indoor Rodeo such a tremendous success. We are
proud to be part of this tradition and look forward to supporting it for years to come.
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FA BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Supply & Install Residential Windows & Doors

- FREE ESTIMATES -

Call Brad Cole today! 204.512.3777

NEW OWNERSHIP,
SAME QUALITY

IBDO

Chartered Professional Accountants

CANADA LLP www.bdo.ca

Accounting and Auditing « Ag Advisory and Farm Programs
Bankruptcy and Insolvency « Business Advisory
Business Valuations « Estate and Succession Planning
Information Technology Solutions « Taxation Services

255 Wellington St W, Virden | 204-748-1200 | 1-866-236-7656

/—\ -
Reston/Melita Chiropractic Clinic Z
@ Dr. Shannon Gervin, D.C.
Box 456 Melita, MB ROM 1L.0

Reston- 204-877-3104
223-4th St, Reston

GUS EAGLE
FLOORING INSTALLATION

Call or email today to get a quote!
Gus: 204.720.1571

Virden Eyecare Gentre

Dr. David Cochrane | Dr. Julie Paradine
170 NELSON STREET WEST VIRDEN, MB
204.748.1094

Mon and Fri 8:30a - 4:30p gde@live.ca
Melita- 204-522-3543
155 Summit St, Melita
@ Tues and Thurs 8:30a - 4:30p
McNEILLHARASYMCHUK
McCONNELL

Attorneys at Law

Glen Harasymchuk, B. Sc., LL. B. @ Anique Timmerman, JD
e Jessica Humphries, JD

Buckingham Building, 243 Raglan Street West

CROSS

PLUMBING & HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING ~ DRAIN CLEANING
PLUMBING HEATING

204-748-2108

Meighen Haddadwr

LAW FIRM

ASHLEY T. JOYCE

ajoyce@mhlaw.ca

255 Wellington St. W. @ www.mhlaw.ca

BE EEN

P.0. Box 520, Virden, MB ROM 2C0 Virden, MB ROM 2CO f&§ ©@mhlaw.ca
Phone: 204-748-1220 © Fax: 204-748-3007 204.725.8769 @u @MHLaw.ca
462 7th Ave South 1129 19th Street
Virden, MB Brandon, MB

Empire-Advance

CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE!
virdenempireadvance@outlook.com
~ 204-748-3931

Phone: 204-748-3608
Fax: 204-748-3643 Fax: 204-728-3489
Email: phys1ist@mymts.net  Email: phys1st@mymts.net

www.physiofirstclinic.ca

Phone: 204-727-6806

ONLY $30.00
+ GST PER
WEEK
when booked
for 52 weeks

\
Virden ¢
EpireAdvance
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In Memory Auctions For Sale
L MEYERSAUCTIONS.COM MORTGAGE SALE
o IN LOVING MEMORY OF MEYERS ONLINE AUCTION AR

AR
Steve Rudneski
DECEMBER13, 1935-AUGUST 9, 2012

The years may pass
But still you stay
As near and dear

As yesterday
FOREVER LOVED AND MISSED BY SHIRLEY AND ALL 2 ff’ ‘:‘
OF YOUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN P €3
et
A e

MINNEDOSA, MB ¢ AUGUST 13, 2026

Yard Machines 439cc Riding Mower, 42" Cut  Self Propelled 5 Hp
Mower e Rigid Scroll Saw ® Sears — Craftsman: 15" / 12 Speed Drill
Press; 10" Contractors Table Saw e Metal Cutting Bandsaw e Dewalt
740 Radial Arm Saw e Mechanic's Tool Boxes ® Electric Medical Bed
e Water Fountains, Lawn Ornaments & Furniture © Garden Tools
e Avon & Costume Jewlery ® Sm Appliances e Kitchen Ware o
Coming Ware ® Mechanic’s Tools e Carpentry Tools e Antiques &
Collectables ® Medalta Crocks
List & Pictures at www.meyersauctions.com

Bradley Meyers Auctioneer ® Text 204-476-6262

Help Wanted

EST. 2015

% RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF g

'p ALLACE OODWORTH

;;;;;;;;;;;;;

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
PUBLIC WORKS STAFF

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking applications for full-time
Public Works Staff to support the maintenance and upkeep of municipal
roads, infrastructure, and equipment.

Description and Qualifications:

e Grade or plow all roads within the designated area in a safe and timely
manner

e Operate graders in evenings, early mornings, and occasional weekends
as per weather, road conditions, and on short notice when required.

e Operate and maintain the graders including regular servicing and
logging of records.

e Complete repairs of culverts, bridges and work with drainage projects
as required.

e Complete maintenance jobs such as fencing, signage, stone picking,
staking, and brush clearing as required.

e Operator must keep work area clean and safe

e Able to work from any R.M. shop location as needed (Elkhorn, Hargrave
or Kenton)

e Must have a valid Class 5 Driver’s License — Class 3A License
preferred; and Class 1A License an asset

e Must have an experience in the operation of a grader or heavy
equipment

e Mechanical aptitude with experience in equipment maintenance

e Be able to receive direction and follow instructions; strong
communication skills

e Positive and professional attitude to keep building a strong team.

eRespect, support for others and the goals that are set out from
management.

e Perform other duties as required
Interested candidates should submit a resume with three professional references by:

E-mail: info@wallace-woodworth.com
Mail/Drop-off: R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth Municipal Office

154023 PR 257 Box 2200 (Corner of 83 Hwy & PR 257) Virden, MB ROM 2C0

We appreciate your interest in this position. Applications will be accepted until the position
is filled. However, only those applicants chosen for an interview will be contacted.

www.wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com
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If you are reading
me. that means
others are too! Place
vour Classified here!
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Manitoba Community Newspaper
Association Province Wide Classifieds

NOTICES
Advertisementsandstatements
contained herein are the sole
responsibility of the persons
or entities that post the adver-
tisement, and the Manitoba
Community Newspapers As-
sociation and membership do
not make any warranty as to
the accuracy, completeness,
truthfulness or reliability of such
advertisements. For greater
information on advertising
conditions, please consult the
Association’s Blanket Advertis-
ing Conditions onourwebsite at
WWw.mcha.com.
URGENTPRESSRELEASES
- Have a newsworthy item to
announce?Anexcitingchange
in operations? Though we
cannot guarantee publication,
MCNA will get the information
into the right hands for ONLY
$35.00+GST/HST.CallMCNA
(204) 947-1691 for more infor-
mation. See www.mcna.com
underthe“TypesofAdvertising”
tab for more details.

NEED CLASS 1 DRIVERS?
REGISTERINGPEOPLEFOR

For Sale

Cash 4 Coin
Collections!

Also BUYING Old
Jewelry, Nuggets,
Bullion, Gold, Silver,
Platinum, Sterling
Silverware, Franklin
Mint sets, Royal
Canadian Mint Coins,
pre 1937 Paper
Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-204-904-9705

FALL PROGRAMS? Adver-
tisenowtogetyourmessage
out! BOOST YOUR REACH.
Let us help you book your
blanketclassifiedAdsacross
Manitoba, and be seen! Your
ad will be seen in the MCNA
Member Newspapers, in over
368,000+ homes in Manitoba.
Please Call THIS NEWS-
PAPER NOW to book, or call
MCNA at (204) 947-1691 for
moredetailsortobookads. Take
advantage of our great pricing!
MCNA-ManitobaCommunity
Newspapers Association.
WWW.mcha.com

Announcement

{(mcna
Response Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

« Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

« We formatit, to
make it look great!
Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)

The ads blanket the
province and runin
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

Visit our website

www.empireadvance.ca

The building and land known as 60043 Road 152W, RM of Wallace, Virden,
Manitoba, as described in Certificate of Title No. 2310395/2 will be sold by
public auction by a Licensed Auctioneer on ___August 26,2026 at 9:30 A.M.
The auction sale will be held by video or teleconference. There will be no in-
person attendees at the auction, in order to participate you must pre-register
at least 24 hours prior to the auction by contacting Jo-Anne Degagne at either
204-957-4808 or jdegagne@mltaikins.com.

The Vendor is informed that the property consists of a 923 sq ft, single family 1
% storey built in 1920, with 324 sq ft barn and 1,120 sq ft machine shed located
on 40.06 acres of land comprised of 20.06 acres of non-arable cultivated land
and an additional 20 acres. The property is not being used as farmland.

Realty taxes (excluding any accruing water charges) are paid to December 31,
2025. The property is sold subject to taxes and penalties accruing after that
date.

Prior charges: Caveat Nos. 106963/2, R70149/2, 84-1093/2,
Assignment of Caveat No. 1150582/2.

TERMS OF SALE
Deposit of $22,000.00 by way of certified cheque or bank draft payable to MLT
Aikins LLP, or cash (the cash component of the deposit not exceed $7,500.00)
and the balance according to conditions to be announced at the sale.

1115704/2,

The property will be sold subject to a Reserve Bid of $_126,800.00 _ plus such
other additional and incidental costs which may be incurred by the Vendor
from the _7th day of _ August , 2026 to the date of the auction and which
costs will be announced prior to the commencement of the sale.

The auction sale will be conducted pursuant to an Order for Sale issued by
the District Registrar. Certain parties may be prohibited from purchasing
the property, including but not limited to, parties who by virtue of their
employment or relationship to a person involved in the sale would have special
knowledge of the circumstances pertaining to the sale. For more information
and a list of prohibited purchasers please visit: www.teranetmanitoba.ca

Should the successful bidder have attended by teleconference and/or video
conference, the bidder will have 24 hours to execute the Auction Sale
Conditions and to provide them together with the deposit to our office as set
out below.

Further information may be obtained from:

MLT AIKINS LLP

Barristers & Solicitors

30th Floor, 360 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R3C 4G1
Attn: Jo-Anne Degagne (204) 957-4808
jdegagne@mltaikins.com
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Engaged !

Who is getting married?
Tell us!

The Empire-Advance
wants to help you tell the
community about your big

news!

Let everyone know your love story!

FEmpire-Advance

305 Nelson St W
Virden, MB ROM 2C0O
204-748-3931
www.empireadvance.ca
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RIDERLESS HORSE

INEF T©

VW/RIGNER:

GERRY
NOLAN

The RiderlessHorse is
a traditional ceremony
that dates back to the
dayswhen armiesrelied
on four-legged power
rather than motorized
transportation. The
ceremony honours the
memory of men and
women, as in the case I
refer to the rodeo.

Horsemen and

A riderless horse is a single horse, without a rider, and with the riders boots
reversed in the stirrups, which sometimes accompanies a funeral procession

women know there is a
special bond between
horse and rider. This

PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK

relationship cannot be
duplicated with mech-
anical equipment. Over
the years the horse and
rider learn each others
movements, body lan-
guage and moodswhich
strengthen this un-
breakable bond. When
the rider passes away,
the bond is broken, the
horse must adjust to
life without its familiar
partner.

The Riderless Horse

Ceremony is intended
to honour all the loved
ones who are no longer
with us. Reversed boots
placed in the stirrups
backwardsshow that the
rider has passed away.

The Riderless Horse
Ceremony is an hon-
our usually reserved
for someone who has
worked for the com-
munity or for the rodeo
itself. They represent
the fact thatlife goeson
with new people taking
up the fight for a fallen
comrade.

If you watched the
funeral proceedings for
the late President Ron-
ald Reagan or President
John F. Kennedy, the
horse walked riderless
behind the casket that
carried the President’s
body.

By Corr Rossouw
VIRDEN PIONEER HOME MUSEUM

Standing proudly beside the rink on the Virden
fairgrounds is one of Manitoba’s most distinctive
historic buildings. Thisimpressive eight-sided, two-
storey structure has become a symbol of Virden’s
rich agricultural past. Officially known as the
Virden Agricultural Society Display Building, this
remarkable landmark haswelcomed generations of
visitors and remains one of the community’s most
treasured heritage buildings.

Constructed in the early twentieth century, the
building was designed as the centerpiece of the
annual Virden Agricultural Fair. During a time
when agriculture was the foundation of life on
the Canadian Prairies, local fairs played a vital
role in bringing communities together. Farmers,
gardeners, homemakers, and craftspeople spent
months preparing their finest work to compete
for ribbons and recognition.

Inside the display building, visitorsadmired care-
fully arranged exhibits of grain, seed, vegetables,
fruit, flowers, preserves, baking, quilts, needle-
work, and countless other handmade creations.
The building served as a showcase of the region’s
agricultural success, hard work, and community
pride. Winning an award at the fair was considered
a significant achievement, and families looked
forward to the event every year.

One of the building’s most striking features is its
unusual octagonal design. During the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries, octagonal
buildings became popular because they allowed
more natural light to enter through additional
windows, improved air circulation, and created
large open spaces ideal for exhibitions. Today,
very few octagonal exhibition buildings survive
in Manitoba, making Virden’s display building an
exceptionally rare example of this once-popular
architectural style.

The two-storey wood-frame structure was
thoughtfully designed to accommodate large
crowds and extensive displays. Its spacious interior
allowed exhibitors to arrange agricultural prod-
ucts, crafts, and household goods while giving
visitors plenty of room to explore the exhibits. The
building quickly became the heart of the Virden
Fairand afamiliar gathering place for people from
across southwestern Manitoba.

Asthe decades passed, agricultural fairs evolved,

A symbol of Virden's rich agricultural past

and newer facilities were
constructed. The octag-
onal building gradually
saw less use and, like
many historic wooden
structures, began to
show the effects of age
and exposure to the prai-
rie climate. Fortunately,
rather than allowing this
important landmark to
disappear, members
of the community rec-
ognized its historical
significance and worked
to preserve it for future
generations.

Restoration efforts
have helped stabilize
the building and protect
its unique architectural
character. Plans have
also been discussed to
adapt the structure as
a museum celebrating
Virden’s role in Mani-
toba’s oil industry, giv-
ing the historic building
a new purpose while
preserving its connec-
tion to the community’s
past.

Today, the Virden
Agricultural Society
Display Building stands
as much more than an
old exhibition hall. It
is a reminder of the

generations of farmers,
families, volunteers,
and community mem-
bers who helped shape
Virden. It reflects the
importance of agriculture in the region’s history
and serves as a lasting symbol of the pride, deter-
mination, and community spirit that built the town.

More than a century after it first opened its
doors, the octagonal display building continues
to capture the attention of residents and visitors
alike. Its rare architecture, fascinating history,
and enduring presence make it one of Virden’s

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The two-storey wood-frame structure was thoughtfully designed to accommodate
large crowds and extensive displays.

mostrecognizable landmarks and one of Mani-
toba’s most significant surviving agricultural
exhibition buildings. Preserving this remark-
able structure ensures that future generations
will be able to appreciate not only its unique
design but also the stories of the people and
traditions that made it an important part of
Virden’s heritage.
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Steppin’ Up With Confidence

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Steppin’ Up With Confidence” exercises in the park on Tuesdays, at 9:30am, in July and August. Exercising gets creative! Using the bandstand the benches, the
walking paths and the permanent exercise equipment, we find ways to stretch and strengthen. One creative way to stretch is gardening. A few weeds disappeared
from the flowerbeds this morning. If you are interested in becoming a peer leader, Active Aging is doing a “Steppin’ Up With Confidence” training in September,
hosted by SAIL. Call Krista at 204-748-2323 to register.Or come by the exercises on a Tuesday morning. No need to register.

A story of 124 years family farm

PHOTO BY AMANDA SCOTT, RUSTIC ROAD PHOTOGRAPHY

L to R: Nathan Paradis, Sheryl Paradis, seated Ivan Paradis, Matthew Paradis and Devon Paradis. Seated
Evelyn Odell. Laranda and Robert Bailey, Casandra Odell and Lucas Hopkins, seated Donna Odell, Les Odell

and Samantha and Jeff Bertram.

On Saturday July 11, 2026,
Evelyn Odell, Les and Donna
Odell along with their 3
daughters and their spouses, Laranda and Robert Bailey,
Casandra Odell and Lucas Hopkins and Samantha and Jeff
Bertram, neighbours, and friends celebrated 124 years of NE
15-11-27being owned by the Odellfamily. Theyalsocelebrated
Les and Donna’s 40th wedding anniversary.

124 years is a strange number to celebrate. However, the
family had tried in 2011 to celebrate 119 years as well as Don
and Ev’s 50th anniversary and Les and Donna’s 25th anni-
versary. Don Odell, the 3rd Odell to own the land, passed
away in February of that year so they cancelled the event.

In order to receive recognition from the Manitoba Gov-

Submitted
By DoNNA ODELL

equipment old and new cleaned up for display and lined
around the yard. Earlier in the day the family that was there
had photos taken in their Brookford Farm T-shirts in front
of the farm sign located at the end of the lane. Shirts were
purchased through Tamara Kreutzer, owner of The Print
Shedin Oak Lake, and the farm sign and family lineage signs
were designed by Brooks Freeman at NRG Signs in Virden.

Greg Nesbitt MLA for the Riding Mountain Riding was on
hand to speak on behalf of the provincial governmentand to
present the certificates as well as the Centennial Farm sign.

The garage was decorated with aerial farm photos over
the last 124 years. Family photos and photo albums of farm
machinery and the original family who purchased the land
in 1902 Amos and Minnie Odell. In 1941 the land went to

ernment you must prove
your ownership with the ‘
\\N\&

Land Titles Office. For years
we had conflicting numbers
from our records and the ‘Q
offices. We decided to just
acceptwhat the office had for
dates. Why not wait another
year and celebrate both 100
years and 125 years? Our ~390 K|ng St ~
neighbours, the Kinnaird
family, celebrated their 100
years in 2025 and that got
the idea going again. Donna
decided not to chance fate
any longer and have it now.
Wehosted about80people
with a pulled pork and salad
meal catered through The
Arlington Hotelin Maryfield.
Les and Robert got the farm

Friday, August 7
BBQ
11:00 amto
1:00 pm

BBQ - burgers, hot
dogs, drinks for sale,
Kid’s Activities,
Raffle Draws
Find the Joker
Toonie Tours

Virdan Plonasr
191102 Musaum
& Ultuseum Dan y & 660

Fundraising Event

their son Jim and his wife Gladys. When Jim had a stroke in
1980, the land went to Don and Ev. And in 1992 after Les
and Donna moved to the yard site, the land has been in their
name to present.

Les and Donna have been in a corporation called Brook-
ford Farm Ltd since 2013 with Les’ mom Evelyn. Our oldest
daughter Larandaand her husband RobertBailey, help them
putin the crop and take it off each year since 2014. Several
other pieces of their farmland were once owned by other des-
cendants of Amos and Minnie Odell. They include 16-11-27
previously owned by Harvey Odell, Alvin and Mary Odell; it
was sold to Les in 1996. The SE 15-11-27 on the south side
of the highway was previously owned by Bessie (Odell) and
her husband Lorne Carruthers.

DonnaSmith’sgranddaughter of Lorneand Bessie (Odell)
Carruthers as well as their grandson Lloyd Carruthers were
also on hand for the event.

Les’s sister Sheryl and her family, husband Ivan Paradis
and three sons Matthew, Nathan and Devon were also in
attendance. Missing were Les’ niece and 4 nephews from
the USA, Josh, Eric, Ashley, Spencer, and Ryan, all of Allen
Odell’s family.

It was a great afternoon to achieve this status despite the
34-degree heat. In attendance were people who helped on
the farm throughout the years, Stephen Scott, Syd Robbins
in recent years and Allan Greig (Donna’s dad) back in the
1950’s. We look forward to next year receiving the sign and
certificatesfor the 125th year and hopefully many more years
of family ownership. Amanda Scott of Rustic Road Photog-
raphy braved the heat to take all our family photos by the
yard sign and came back to do the official ceremony photos,
her partner Tyson Gompfvideoed the speeches.

Store & Pharmacy
Monday 9 AM to 5:30 PM
Tuesday 9 AM to 5:30 PM
Wednesday 9 AM to 5:30 PM
Thursday 9 AM to 5:30 PM
Friday 9 AM to 5:30 PM
Saturday CLOSED
Sunday CLOSED
Holidays CLOSED

333 - Tth Avenue South ~ 204.748.1666
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SPORTS

GoLD RuSH WRAP UP REGULAR SEASON WITH TWO AT HOME

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Adelle Gervin prepares to pitch for the Virden Senior
Ladies Gold Rush while Hanna Cantelo looks on.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Virden Senior Ladies Gold Rush’s Avery Ramsey
studies the action.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Senior
Ladies Gold Rush are
aiming to head into
the Westman Ladies
Fastball League tourna-
ment with confidence
as they conclude the
regular season with a
pair of home games.

“Our team hashad so
much fun this season,”
Gold Rush player-or-
ganizer Julie Mathie-
son said. “Every game
has been competitive,
and it’s been exciting
to see everyone contrib-
uting. We’re looking
forward to finishing the
regular season strong.”

At Diamond E in
Virden, the Gold Rush
hosts Hamiota on
Thursday, Aug. 13. The
Killarney team visits
on Thursday, Aug. 20.
Both contests start at
7:30 p.m. The squad
encourages fans “to
come out and cheer on
the team as they wrap
up the regular season,”
the Gold Rush stated
in response to emailed
questions.

After the regular
season, Virden will
compete in the league
tournament on Aug. 22
in Moosomin, “where
the Gold Rush hope to
carry their momentum
into the postseason.”

Each Thursday night
in July and much of
August, the Westman
Ladies Fastball League
brings together women
with a passion for the
game. They come from
avariety of walks oflife.
For example, the Gold
Rush’s Avery Ramsey
is headed into her
third year of studying
psychology at Brandon
University. She hopes to
become a school psych-
ologist in the future.

“I enjoy playing for
the Gold Rush because
of the strong sense of
teamwork and dedica-
tion,” said Ramsey,
a pitcher who also
plays second base and
in the outfield. “Be-
ing surrounded by a
group of hardworking
women who encour-
age and support each
othermakes everygame

something to look for-
ward to. Every one of us
is committed to putting
in the effort, pushing
each other to improve,
and working together
towards our goals. The
friendships, laughs,
and love of the game
that we share makes
every season with the
Gold Rush memor-
able.”

Discussing the Vird-
en team’s start to the
season, as of July 30,
the team said, “The
Gold Rush have been
involved in nothing but
nail-biters, with each
contest decided by just
a single run.”

“We like to keep
games interesting,”
player-organizer
Hanna Cantelo said.
“We usually rally at the
end and pull it off.”

The Gold Rush had
“a thrilling one-run
victory over Mooso-
min.” Cantelo said,

“We always have good
games against them as
we’re both competitive
teams. Sometimes we
win, sometimes they
do.”

Virden then got past
Deloraine by arun. The
team fell in each of its
next two outings, each
by a run, to Hamiota
and Moosomin.

On July 30, the Gold
Rush “bounced back
in a big way,” the team
said, by beating Delor-
aine 20-12 on the road.
Virden trailed going
into the final inning
but scored nine runs
on the way to a 20-12
victory.

“With close games,
exciting finishes, and
a team that genuinely
enjoys playing togeth-
er, the Virden Senior
Ladies Gold Rush are
looking forward to an
exciting finish to the
2026 season,” the team
stated. “Go Gold Rush!”

_H

Selling Farm Land, /t’s All We Do

Virden Select

160 Acres For Sale
September 14, 2026 from 10-11am

Gl

life’s milestones...

Birthdays
Congratulations
Anniversaries
Engagements
Weddings
Graduations

..and announce
them in the

Empire-Advance

Q@ 204.748.3931
® saleseempireadvance.ca

Virden, MB

British Columbia | Alberta | Saskatchewan | Manitoba | Ontario

¥ info@clhbid.com

. 1866 263 7480
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