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I wear a little poppy
red as can be,
to show that  I remember
those who fought for me

Remembrance Day

255 Wellington Street, Virden

204.748.1200

For those who leave
never to return

& for those who return
but are never the same.

We Remember

11th Hour  |  11th Day  |  11th Month

Grant Jackson, MP
BRANDON—SOURIS

GRANT.JACKSON@PARL.GC.CA
GRANTJACKSON.CA • 204-282-0707

FORT LA BOSSE SCHOOL DIVISION
204.748.2692

We remember and 
honour the memory 

of those Who served, 
and those Who Were 

lost in name of 
freedom. 

History from 1918 ~ Virden celebrates end of warHistory from 1918 ~ Virden celebrates end of war

Virden, in common with thousands of other communities on this continent, held a 
double celebration of the signing of the armistice, signifying the utter defeat of the forces 
of might. The first celebration took place Thursday evening, November 7th, when the 
premature news of Peace was accepted as being based on fact and it was some celebration 
too. All business was at once suspended, and expression was given to feelings of gratifica-
tion and joy. While many were disappointed because the first news was not authentic yet 
none regretted the demonstration as all felt that enough had been gained to warrant the 
celebration.

When the real, true, sure-enough news was peeled out to the town by the Municipal 
bell, during the early hours of Monday morning there was no boisterous enthusiasm but 
there was a great feeling of splendid satisfaction in the knowledge that the sacrifices of 
our brave men had not been made for nought and also in the absolute conviction that the 
principles of Might have been dealt a crushing blow by the forces of Right. 

Notwithstanding the “flu” ban Mayor Carnahan decided that the real finish of the 
war must not be allowed to pass without some recognition, and by proclamation, made 
Tuesday afternoon a public holiday. A number of live wire patriotic citizens got together 

and arranged a programme of celebration which included a monster torch light 
procession comprising the band, the fire apparatus and hundreds of auto-

mobiles as well as large crowds on foot. From the noise it would 
appear that everyone had a musical instrument of some kind 
or at least a noise maker. To the ears and hearts of the people 

the great varieties of noises, made in celebration of the victory 
were as sounds of a heavenly orchestra blending into the joyous 

thought. Peace has come. After parading the principal streets, the 

procession lined up at the corner of 7th Avenue and Nelson Street where a huge bonfire was 
lighted and a company of sharpshooters fired volley after volley while the immense crowd 
cheered itself hoarse. A dray was commandeered for a platform and mayor Carnahan called 
on the crowd to sing that splendid song of thanksgiving:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him all creatures here below, 
Praise him above ye heavenly Host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
The mayor, after expressing his satisfaction with the termination of the war and referring 

in terms of highest praise to the part taken in it by the men and women of Canada, called 
on Rev. Dr. Cooke who, responded with what is generally recognized as probably the finest 
oration ever heard in Virden, in the course of which he paid a high tribute to the valor of our 
men overseas and the men and women at home, who have suffered, sacrificed and won. His 
expressed pride and being a Britisher and a Canadian found ready response in the hearts 
of his hearers. He commended the earnest spirit of the celebrations which, recognized, and 
was thankful for the guidance of Almighty God. His speech was punctuated with applause. 
Other speakers on the program were introduced in the following order: 

J. A. McLachlan, Rev. G. W. Findlay, Jos. Gibson. W. M. Pineo, and Rev. H. Feir. All were  
listened to with deep attention and frequent applause greeted the 
expression of thoughts which voiced the general feeling. The hearty 
singing of the National Anthem closed the program but the celebra-
tion continued until late into the night. 

Tuesday, November 19, 1918.

All Business Suspended While Joy Reigns Supreme. Monster Procession, Huge 

Fire, Music, Speeches, Cheers, Tears.
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Thank You
for YOUR sacri� ce

for OUR freedom

CANADA

124 Anson Street, Virden  204-748-3704
204-748-2790204-748-2790

540 7 Ave S, Virden
www.lrbelectric.ca
info@lrbelectric.ca

They gave their tomorrows
so we could have our today.....

261 7 Ave S, Virden
204-748-1869

293 2nd Avenue W, ~ P.O. Box 100, Oak Lake, MB R0M 1P0
Phone: (204) 855-2423 ~ info@rmofsifton.com

John or Pat 204-748-1461
Text: 204-748-5603

And they who for their country die
shall fill an honoured grave,

for glory lights the soldier’s tomb,
and beauty weeps the brave.

Lest  We Forget

For those Brave who 
gave their lives

So we could Live ours

Lest We ForgetLest We Forget204-851-0286



B4 Virden Empire Advance November 7, 2025

all those who have
given their lives

so the rest
could live in freedom

We Remember

MCAULEY:
204.722.2053

ST. LAZARE:
204.683.2241

WWW.RMOFELLICEARCHIE.CA

243 Raglan Street West, Virden
204-748-1220

mhmlaw.ca

� ey shall grow not old, as we that are le�  grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
at the going down of the sun and in the morning

We Will Remember Th em

They have stood for our
nation, they have fought

for us, they have sacrificed
their lives for us.

We Will Remember Them

KEL SMITH OF
FREEHAND MEDIA

AMWAY / TUTORING / LETTER WRITING / SEASONAL WALKING TOURS
VIRDEN, MANITOBA  |  204-748-3321

Thank You
For our past, present and future FREEDOMS

346 King Street, Virden
204.748.3331
kullbergs.ca

Honouring tHe memories, tHe courage 
and tHe sacrifices of our fallen on 
remembrance day and everyday. Innes Hodson soared all his life. Born second, on December 11, 1932, with three sisters, to parents 

Norman and Kay Hodson of Lenore, Manitoba. Innes grew up on the family farm, educated Bread-
albane, then graduated from Virden schools, before completing his degree in Agriculture in 
1955 at the University of Manitoba. After working with the Federal Department of Agriculture 

in Alberta, and qualifying as a pilot, Innes joined the RCAF, 418 Squadron in Edmonton, 
earning his commission and wings, including twin-engine on Mitchells. Training with 9 

NATO Nations comrades was quite unique. Innes achieved two awards, highest marks, 
and flying excellence. He was honourably discharged in 1958, then farmed with his 
parents, and joined Legion Branch 8 in Virden. He attained his commercial pilot li-
cense before marrying Joan Tapp, from Montgomery School community, near Virden, 
in 1964. The Hodsons have continuously farmed since 1889, five generations now. 
Innes and Joan retired to Virden, leaving the farm to the next generation. 

William was born in Reston, Manitoba, in 1915 on the family farm in the Hillview 
District. He enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force during World War II but never 

was posted overseas. Upon his discharge in 1945. He returned to the Reston District 
and farmed until retiring to Virden, Manitoba. He married Merle “Bud” Bulloch 

in 1947. He received the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal and the WWII 
War Medal 1939-1945. William passed away in 1983, and was a loyal member 
of Elizabeth Branch 106 of the Royal Canadian Legion for over thirty years.

220 4th Street, Reston • 204-877-3673
Reston District LibraryReston District Library

Lest We 
Forget
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With gratitude,
Lest we Forget the freedom 

provided by the past and 
present service of our military.

fourseasonssales.com

 G reg  N esbitt
 M L A fo r R id in g  M o u n ta in
 g reg n esbittm la @ m ym ts.n et |  204-759-3313 | 1-844-877-7767
 #7 - 515 - 4th Avenu e (Bu rlingto n P la ce), Sho a l L a ke, MB

 Lest W e Forg et

Barry Hutchison • 204-851-6157

For your SACRIFICE for our FREEDOM

Thank You! for YOUR Sacrifice

Thank You
for OUR Freedom

Lest We Forget
Sunrise Credit Union
honours our heroes 

November 11th

Innes Hodson soared all his life. Born second, on December 11, 1932, with three sisters, to parents 
Norman and Kay Hodson of Lenore, Manitoba. Innes grew up on the family farm, educated Bread-

albane, then graduated from Virden schools, before completing his degree in Agriculture in 
1955 at the University of Manitoba. After working with the Federal Department of Agriculture 

in Alberta, and qualifying as a pilot, Innes joined the RCAF, 418 Squadron in Edmonton, 
earning his commission and wings, including twin-engine on Mitchells. Training with 9 

NATO Nations comrades was quite unique. Innes achieved two awards, highest marks, 
and flying excellence. He was honourably discharged in 1958, then farmed with his 
parents, and joined Legion Branch 8 in Virden. He attained his commercial pilot li-
cense before marrying Joan Tapp, from Montgomery School community, near Virden, 
in 1964. The Hodsons have continuously farmed since 1889, five generations now. 
Innes and Joan retired to Virden, leaving the farm to the next generation. 

William was born in Reston, Manitoba, in 1915 on the family farm in the Hillview 
District. He enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force during World War II but never 

was posted overseas. Upon his discharge in 1945. He returned to the Reston District 
and farmed until retiring to Virden, Manitoba. He married Merle “Bud” Bulloch 

in 1947. He received the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal and the WWII 
War Medal 1939-1945. William passed away in 1983, and was a loyal member 
of Elizabeth Branch 106 of the Royal Canadian Legion for over thirty years.
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Thank You
To those who have 

served our country 

and those who are

currently serving

15 Goodridge Road, Virden
204.748.2466 • fountaintire.com

On November 11th

we honour our 
Veterans and

their sacrifi ces

lest  we forgetlest  we forget

Important notice Important notice 

to citizens of to citizens of 

VirdenVirden

The boys from overseas have finished their job and we can expect their return in sizable 
numbers in the near future. 

It is certain that all of our citizens feel that steps should be taken for expressions of welcome. 

In order that all citizens may be able to express their thoughts on the subject and that 
the necessary arrangements can be made it is thought advisable to have a public meeting 
where a complete working plan may be arranged. 

This will mean representatives from each and every organization as well as other persons 
interested should attend. 

We have noticed from the Press where various localities have made plans already and 
the Virden district can be relied upon to carry out to their part in a proper manner befit-
ting our representation in the world’s conflict and the worthy manner in which our boys 
have borne their part. 

We have real reason to be proud of their record on the fields of battle. Each one of us is 
keenly aware of the dangers, the hardships and misery which these boys have undergone 
during the past years of war. 

While our hearts go out in sympathy for those who cannot hope for the return of their 
loved ones, it is right and fitting that those returning should be given the welcome that 
they so richly deserve. 

There will be a meeting of all interested in this good work in the Council Chambers 
Monday evening, September 17th at eight o’clock. Let us all get together and work out a 
worthwhile program. 

H.N. Thompson, Mayor Wednesday September 12, 1945

Virden, MB • 204-748-1876

We reflect on the 
contributions made 

by those who lost 
their lives in service 

to our country, 
our values and the 

preservation of 
peace. 

Thank You 

F O R  Y O U R  SERV ICE  

A N D  Y O U R  SACR IF ICE

204.851.0461 ~ craig.russell@century21.ca
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Virden gives thanks for a victory Virden gives thanks for a victory 

in Europe at a public servicein Europe at a public service

Virden’s auditorium was filled to capacity for the V-E 
service at 11:00 a.m. Tuesday. Seated on the platform 
were Mayor Thompson, Rev. Father Paulhuis, Rev. 
W. A. Osborne, Rev. A. H. Cummings, Miss M. Carr 
and Rev. F. G. Janzen, backed by a choir of forty with 
Norman Sangster as choirmaster and Miss Dorothy 
Timms as organist.

Rev. W. A. Osborne opened the service with prayer. 
After singing the National Anthem the congregation 
remained standing while the anthems of the United 
States, Canada, France and Russia were played on 
the organ. 

Mayor Thompson paid tribute to those who 
would had given their lives in the war and to 

their families, and stressed our responsibility to 
the returned man.

Rev. F. G. Janzen gave thanks in prayer. Miss 
Carr read passages of Scripture suited to the oc-
casion. Rev. A. H. Cummings gave the address, 
reminding his hearers of the dark days of the war 
when Britain’s downfall seemed almost inevitable. 
He called on them to give thanks to God who has 
given us the victory and to devote their lives to the 
building of better human relationships. 

A minutes’ silence and the playing of the Last 
Post once more paid tribute to the fallen. The 
hymns - - - - “O God Our Help” and onward, Chris-
tian Soldiers” - - - - were sung with Spirit by the large 
congregation, led by the choir. 

Wednesday, May 9th, 1945

wallace-woodworth.com   |   204-748-1239   |   info@wallace-woodworth.com

171 7th St N
Virden, MB 

204-748-1788 

“A salute to
those who

served”

~ History from 1945 ~~ History from 1945 ~
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In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

By John McCrae

Lest We Forget

All services are open to the public. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

Virden – Service at Virden Aud Theatre. Please 
be seated by 9:40am. Cookies and Coffee after the 

service for Virden Legion #8.

Oak Lake – Service at Oak Lake Hall at 9:00am 
with lunch at the Oak Lake Legion #150.

Kenton – Service at 10:45am at the Kenton Hall with 
potluck lunch to follow at the Woodworth Legion #118.

Elkhorn - The congregation can be seated at 
10:30am in the Elkhorn Legion Hall. The Remem-
brance Day Service begins at 10:45am for Elkhorn 

Legion #58. 

Reston – Service at 
10:40am held out-
doors at the Reston 

Memorial Park.
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