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RM of Wallace-Woodworth marks CAO Garth
Mitchell's retirement after 45 years of service

Contact a Sunrise Lender today!

Recently retired CAO Mitchell receives tokens of appreciation from the Rural Municipality of Wallace-Woodworth: (I-r)
Couns. Denis Lachapelle and Diana MacDonald, Garth Mitchell, Reeve Clayton Canart, and Coun. Val Caldwell.

The R.M. of Wallace-
Woodworth and the
Village of Elkhorn cele-
brated the retirement of Garth Mitchell, whose municipal
career spanned 45 years, including decades as Chief Admin-
istrative Officer.

The celebration was held in two parts: an afternoon come-
and-go reception, and in the evening, a small gathering with
municipal staff, Council, and family.

During the evening, presentations were made and countless
stories were shared along with a video highlighting Mitchell’s
remarkable career beginning in 1980 as Secretary-Treasurer
for Elkhorn at age 19. He went on to guide the community
through amalgamation, major infrastructure projects, and
evolving governance needs.

Colleagues credit him with providing continuity across doz-
ens of councils, thousands of meetings, and countless service
calls from residents.

“Serving as CAO for 45 years is more than a career, it’s a life-
time of dedication to community,” said Reeve Clayton Canart.
“Garth’s steadiness and fairness helped our municipality navi-
gate difficult decisions while keeping residents at the centre.”

Mitchell expressed gratitude to residents, councillors, and
staff. “I was fortunate to work in a community I love, serving
people I respect, and for councils who trusted me,” he said.
“That made all the difference.”

Submitted
BY RM ofF WALLACE-WOODWORTH

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Manitoba Municipal Administrators District 1 Director, Allison
Volk makes a presentation to long-serving CAO Garth Mitchell.

His 45-year tenure is believed to be among the longest
continuous careersin municipaladministration in Manitoba’s
history. Read more about Garth’s retirement on page 3.
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FALL INTO SAVINGS

Extra $2500 in savings if you are the original and current
owner of a Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram or FIAT with an eligible
standard/subvented finance or lease contract.

Was: $65;235
Savings: -$6,514

Now: $58,621

Dodge
DlirangolGig

No Appointment Necessary
We service all makes and models
Local pickup-drop off
300 Frontage Rd, Virden ~ 204-748-3396 ~
www.virdendodge.ca

Was: $74:975

Savings: -$9,000
Now: $62,975
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Victory Church hosts
Long Live the King

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Youth respond to a photo invitation onstage at Long Live the King concert in

Virden Victory Church.

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

irden Victory Church at the

s / corner of Wellington St. and

9th Ave. was rocking to Long

Live the King on Sept 25. Guiller

Contreras drew a younger crowd to

his high energy Thursday evening

performance, comfortably filling the
sanctuary.

Contreras has received Canadian
Christian Music awardsin recentyears
and has travelled the world for eight
years with his previous musical pro-
ject All Above Me, before launching
Long Live the King in 2023. Contreras
lyrical content carries a positive and
personal message aboutlove, faithand
freedom. He’s also authored a book:
Extraordinary Christian: For Those
Not Willing To Settle

Night of mystery, mayhem
and so much pie!

PHOTO BY JEN GLENDINNING

Actors (Rear, Lto R) Alix Potrebka (Minaret Towers - local representative of the town of
Mynute, Alaska), Jennifer Glendinning (Phoebe Muffet local Mynute Weekly editor),
Donnie Mead (Rex Roberts/Robert Rex an undercover detective disguised as an actor),
Evan Terin (Guy Templeton - pie connoisseur and judge), Nathan Archambault(Roger
Marble - big name pie baker contestant), Samantha Andrew (Eve Simone another
big-name pie baker), Dylan Southam (Mark Tucker- Felicity Hubbard's high-strung
assistant), Jill Radwanski (Felicity Hubbard - pie baking contest coordinator); (Front
L-R) Schuylar Glendinning-Barre (pie server), Krista Pederson (pie baking legend Julia

Lyle) and Mia Radwanski (a pie server).

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

‘Mother Mabel’s Pie-
Baking Contest & Auction’
was a hit.

Dinner guests enjoyed all

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN.

Applications and resolutions MUST BE RECEIVED by
5:00 p.m. Friday, October 10, 2025.

DIRECTOR

@ WESTMAN | COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

BECOME A
WCG BOARD

MOVE

WESTMAN

ForWwARD

kinds of shenanigans along
with Shepherds’ Pie, Mynute
Mosaic Pie and Chicken
Pot Pie; with mini pies for
dessert: Cherry Crumble,
KeyLime, Black ForestSwirl
and Blueberry. All created
by Barry and Jackie Tough.

The dinner theatre held
at Virden Legion Hall
sold out weeks ago. The
event, was fun for attendees
and with sponsorship by
Patersons and by Farley
Kempthorne, Arts Mosaic
manager Alix Portrebka
said it was a profitable event
for Arts Mosaic.

She said, “The 12 pies
auctioned (three live dur-
ing the play) raised $1300!
Over 150 people packedinto
the legion to support Arts
Mosaic and we couldn’t be
happier.”

The funds raised will go

towards Arts Mosaic’s oper-
ating costs.

“As a small non-profit,
community support like
this fundraiser and dona-
tions are what allow us to
maintain programs such as
our art gallery, workshops,
The Costume Closet and
free craftstudio. Westrive to
keep arts of all kinds as ac-
cessible as possible for those
in Virden and surrounding
areas.”

Dinner theatres are so
engaging because, along
with enjoying dinner out,
the patrons become part
of theatre action. Saturday
evening’s Mother Mabel
was no different and the
photos published here were
taken during the action by
Jen Glendinning, or rather,
Phoebe Muffet the local
newspaper reporter.

October 22

Tours from 1 to 4pm

Coffee and
donuts for

everyone!

Hwy 83, Virden
(204) 748-3950

virdenanimalhospital.ca
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Mitchell's Legacy: building community from

Village office to the RM

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

On Thursday afternoon, Sept. 25, at a come and
go in Elkhorn Elks Hall, Garth Mitchell visited with
community members. Former councillors and friends
in municipal circles such as retired CAO of RM of
Pipestone June Greggor shared well wishes.

Former McAuley farmer and RM of Archie council-
lor Terry Johnson, had a word of praise for Mitchell’s
administrative role: “I personally thought he played
a pivotal role along with the late mayor Bill Bartley
in acquiring the land and working with the health
authority for the Elkwood Manor. (Mayor Bartley’s
mandate concluded just prior to Mitchell joining
the Village office.) Johnson continued, “I chaired
health district #10 at the time. The service that the
Manor continues to provide is incredible, plus the
very good jobs.”

In a Q & A the Empire-Advance shares a snapshot
of this personality who has played a backstage role
in shaping the community of Elkhorn and the larger
municipal area.

Q: You said it was a bittersweet day at the retire-
ment celebration. Why?

Bittersweet to have to leave asI was always hoping to
be able to leave my career on my own terms but had
to leave the position early due to some medical issues.

Who are the heads of council you’ve worked
with?

During my time with the Village of Elkhorn I dealt
with Ron Heritage, Ron Lund, Ken Rowan, Keith
Orr and Roland Gagnon as mayors. I worked for the
Village of Elkhorn from 1980 to 2014 and the RM
of Wallace-Woodworth after amalgamation 2015 —
2025. The Reeves with the RM were Denis Carter
and Clayton Canart.

There have probably been some really positive
times and some difficult times that you’ve worked
through. Got any mentions?

I'have been very fortunate over my years to not have
manywhatIwould call bad times-some challenges for

sure as that is the nature
of the position of CAO.
There have been many
good times as well that I
can certainly attribute to
working with great staff
and having supportive
Councils.

The community come
andgoand thenan even-
ing celebration must
have been satisfying.

I am not much for
worrying about recogni-
tion... but I certainly ap-
preciated the opportunity
to see and visit with many
ratepayers and past mem-
bers of Council. Some of
the attendees I had not
seen for many years.

We’ve seen you shine a light on rural issues
as council dealt with mandates or by-laws that
threaten rural decision making and rural prog-
ress. What’s your perspective of rural (local) ver-
sus top-down provincial and maybe even federal
pressures on municipalities?

I really feel that a healthy Municipality - Province
relationship is critical. Municipalities have limited
revenue sources and an ever-increasing financial
responsibility to maintain a suitable level of service
for the public. Unfortunately, we have over the past
decade had a trend of “downloading” from the Prov-
ince [along with] freezes on provincial funding. Not
a healthy scenario.

Do you have concerns for municipalities in
Manitoba?

That trend of reduced funding and escalating
expenses is a major concern. The RM of Wallace-
Woodworth is no different than any other Manitoba
/Canadian municipality aswe have huge and growing
infrastructure deficits - water, sewer, roads, bridges

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

Former ratepayer Barb Hodson, now of Brandon, speaks with Mitchell at his
community retirement held in Elkhorn Elks Hall, Thursday, Sept.25.

and recreation facilities.

What are the highlights of your years as CAO?

Looking back there are many highlights but those
were accomplished with the teamwork of awesome
staff and supportive Councils. The most important
positive memories are definitely the people. I have
had the privilege to work along side, and serve, a lot
of very special people and for that I am grateful.

Sports has been important to you. What teams
have you worked with?

I'have had the pleasure to coach probablyaround 50
different hockey teams over the years (sometimes two
perseason) thatranged from 10-year-olds through all
the minor age groups and AAA U18, Jr A and Senior
hockey teams.

What does retirement look like?

My life in retirement will definitely focus on my
amazing family. Kim and I have been blessed with
three great children and six grandchildren. I'm
looking forward to following them through life and
sports and doing whatever we can to support them.

Elkhorn Pop-Up Market ends for the season

By Ed James Lastweek, on Sept. 24,
EMPIRE-ADVANCE Elkhorn Agricultural

Society held its last
pop-up summer market for the season. The once-a-
month eventfeatured live music, arts and crafts, home
baking and farm produce.

Five events were held this year with the opportunity of
local clubs to run the canteen as a fund raiser for their
group or projects. Groups thisyearwere Elkhorn Seniors
Manor, Elkhorn Agricultural Society, Royal Canadian
Legion, the Health Auxiliary and the Elkhorn Auto
Museum.

Over the summer the marketvendors came tosell from
all over the area including several from Saskatchewan
border communities.

This last event of the season was on a beautiful fall
evening with the Ag Society grounds covered with thick
green grass and filled with lots of children running
around as their parents shopped.

An extra event this evening was the set up of a fall
themed photobackdropforseasonal photoopportunities.

During the evening the Ag Society made a financial
presentation to the Elkhorn Early Childhood Learning
Center for their operation of a free and very popular
face painting booth.

Sandy Heaman,amember of the Ag Societysaid, “This
monthly event brought outa greatvariety of area vendors
and offered local people a monthly special community
eventwithoutdrivingalong distance. We hopeitwillgrow
nextyear both in vendors and local community support.”

Presenting a cheque to Elkhorn Early Learning
Centre (L to R): Ed Clayton for the Elkhorn
Agricultural Society, to staff of Elkhorn Early
Learning Centre Jessica Hay and Emily Bajus.

PHOTOS BY ED JAMES
These young musicians (L to R) Lucas and Josh Baer
of Elkhorn entertain at the pop-up market.

204.759.3313

Toll Free 844.877.7767
gregnesbittmla @mymts.net
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Burlington Place, Shoal Lake, MB
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By Chad Carpenter

Seeking reliability

t seems that neither Canada

Post nor the Canadian Union

of Postal Workers (CUPW) can
find enough daggers to plunge into
the heart of the Crown Corporation.
Canada Post has been on a death
spiral for years now and is technic-
ally bankrupt. Last fall there was a
postal strike, the seventh we have
experiencedin our newspaper career.
The 2024 strike was notsettled and it
has erupted againin a work stoppage
whereby Canada Postis delivering no
mail. Just prior to last week’s work
stoppage, CPand CUPW were refus-
ing to carry unaddressed newspapers
and flyers. As of Sunday, Sept. 28,
there was no mail moving. In fact,
companies that had delivered news-
papersor flyers to Canada Postwould
be disappointed that their flyers sat
on the shelvesin the local post offices
undelivered. In fact, there were flyers
and newspapers in local post offices,
on theirshelves orin warchouses that
staffwere notallowed to carryacross
the room and place the flyers or all-
box newspapers in the mail boxes.

The situation has become un-
bearable for flyer distributers and
newspapers that are dependent on
Canada Post. We are so thankful
that over 99 per cent of our three
newspapers’ distributionisnotreliant
on Canada Post.

Idon’t think I have ever dealt with
acompany (or union)where the upper
level management was so intent on
committing suicide. As I have said
many times, the local postal staff
are amazing and I can assure you
that the work stoppages and insane
rules are driving them crazy. Older
postal workers are anxiously waiting
for their retirement date and that
1s so sad.

As far as newspapers are con-

GCENTRE

KEN W ADDELL

RIGHTHINATEIE;

cerned, there is an often repeated
idea that print is dying and that the
internetis the way to go. The internet
has some real advantages for sure;
we use it every day for lots of things.
But if print is dying, why are major
companies like Home Hardware,
Canadian Tire and Princess Auto
printing and distributing hundreds of
thousands of flyers every week? Why
does every grocery store chain have
flyers every week? Because it works!

Print certainly works for these
companies that want to tell the world
what they have for sale. If print was
ineffective, they wouldn’tbe spending
huge money printing and distribut-
ing flyers.

The reason is simple. Some people
like printed products such as news-
papers and flyers. They like to have
a hard copy. You can set it down and
pick it up again for later reference
or double checking. Print doesn’t
disappear on you, it doesn’t have
loud, annoying ads in your face or
in your ears. It doesn’t have pop-ups
that ambush your internet reading
or listening.

Print s still strong, and I predict it
will be even stronger in the future, if
forno otherreason than thatinforma-
tion that comes from a regular print
source such as a newspaper is usually
both accurate and reliable.

Let me just share another story

about print advertising. A few years
ago, a major automaker decided to
stop doing newspaper ads. In 2020,
their sales dropped over seven per
cent. In 2023, over eight and a half
percentandin 2024, over 17 per cent.

That correlation is more than
coincidence, it’s a sales disaster that
couldbe partly remedied by recogniz-
ing the value of print. Printed news
and advertising is effective.

In contrast, Canadian Tire does
print advertising. Their flyers are
often stuffed in newspapers. Their
sales have gone up almost 10 per cent
per year in recent years.

I guess there’s a summary conclu-
sion here. The people who say the
value of print is diminishing are the
very ones who wish it were so. They
are the academic geniuses who have
pledged their soul to the internet. I
believe those people, and even more
people in general, are realizing that
we can’t get truth, accuracy, ac-
countability and reliability from the
internet with the same assurance
quality as we can from print. As the
old saying goes, “Words aren’t worth
the air they are written on, get it in
writing”.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this
column are the writer’s personal views and
are not to be taken as being the view of the

newspaper staff-

IHOMEBODIES;

RITA FRIESEN

Jetsam and
flotsam...

lotsam is defined as debris in the water that was
notdeliberately thrown overboard, often as a result
from a shipwreck or accident. Jetsam describes
debris that was deliberately thrown overboard by a crew
of a ship in distress, most often to lighten the ship’s load.
Under maritime law the distinction is important. I use
the term for random thoughts, and I leave it to your
discretion as to the value of today’s musings!
A random evening chat— I was walking home from
a meeting when I noticed two folks admiring the com-
munity garden at the corner of Mountain and Elizabeth.
They had paused near the portion of the beds that I try
to keep weed free and somewhat attractive. (It’s a work
in progress!) It was a brother and sister, very much in my
agerange, and the conversation became animated when it
turned out that they had attended schoolin Graysville, the
brother being in my older sister’s grade and the sister a bit
younger than I. The sister lives here in Neepawa and the
brother was visiting. In moments we were remembering;
that his wife had been my closest school chum, that my
husband of forty years was respected for his musical
abilities and was my brother-in-law. The time we spent
together wasn’t long, but it was refreshing and I couldn’t
wait to call my brother-in-law (94 on October 31!) how
his life had impacted others. We all need to know that
we make a difference. It was also wonderful to speak to
someone who knew the young me, and sees the difference!
Living in town has been easier than I would have
imagined. It helps that my home is really at the outskirts
of our town, one house away from the tracks, large lot,
many trees. In seasons that allow for open windows it
1s not unusual to hear the call of the coyotes, the steady
cry of the geese as they gather in preparation for migra-
tion. The sound of the train is a non sound, a white noise
that I don’t really hear anymore. A few steps down the
street and I get to be blessed by sunsets, northern lights,
fireflies— the very best night lights! I have raised garden
beds, fruit trees, and outdoor wash line and two garages.
Goingforawalkisadelightand a pleasure, with groomed
trails and safe streets. I don’t know what I expected, but
living in town really isn’t all that bad!
It’saccumulating! When we wentinto shut down during
Covid, I sewed many quilts of varying sizes and colours.
basically depleted my stash. And I thought I was ok with
that, my sewing days slowing or ending. Nope. My sister
gifted me a box, a good size box, of lovely poly cottons
and cottons. Then I spotted a yard sale deal, and I mean
a deal! Two substantial bags of flannel, all sizes and
themes. And then, walking through our thriftstore, fabric
that needed me. I have plans, so many plans! And now I
have found out that my grands value homemade items.
Random thoughts that I trust will trigger positive
memories of your own!
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Lions Club Donations -

Part 8 Virden RCMP

Virden Lions Club member Alex Sundell presenting a donation to Virden Auditorium, accepted by
Rick Kristjonson on May 28. Over the next few weeks we will be showing all the wonderful donations

made by the Virden Lions Club to different organizations.

arrest youth
after arson

Submitted
By MB RCMP

On September 23, 2025, at approximately 7:30
pm, Virden RCMP received a report of a possible
fire at the new school in Sioux Valley First Nation.

When officers arrived, damage was noted to the
school, but there was no longer a fire.

Amalein the area approached police and advised
it was his 17-year-old son that had started the fire
along with a 16-year-old male relative, both from
Sioux Valley First Nation.

Further investigation revealed the 17-year-old
had also caused significant damage to awindshield
of a vehicle that was parked at the school.

Both teenswere arrested and charged with arson
— damage to property, and mischief equal to or
under $5,000, they were released and will appear
in court at a later date.

The investigation continues.

PHOTO BY CASSY HUME

Town Office: 204-748-2440

Tundra Oil & Gas Place: 204-748-2736

Waste Disposal Grounds: 204-748-6033

2025 Citizen of the Year

Nominations now open!

Nominate a deserving citizen or community group for Citizen of the
Year.

Deadline to submit your nomination is November 14, 2025.

Visit virden.ca/p/citizen-of-the-year or call the Town Office for more
information.

Cemetery Cleanup

The Town of Virden asks that items that have been left on plots be
cleaned up by October 13, 2025.

All items must be removed from each grave in the cemetery -
artificial flowers, ornaments, solar lights, plant hooks, stuffed
animals, etc. must be picked up. Only headstones should remain in
order to prevent damage to personal items throughout the winter
months.

Following spring thaw, families are welcome to replace items to
their loved ones’ gravesites.

Items that remain after the date above will be removed by
Cemetery Maintenance Staff.

Fall Cleanup
September 22 to October 6, 2025

Q ”Qoa
0
During the cleanup period, crews will pick up
miscellaneous refuse (excluding industrial waste such as
building demolition) not deemed to be normal household waste.

Leaves and grass must be in bags or boxed — pick-up of branches is
meant for trimmings, not major cuttings.

To ensure pick-up, please call the Town Office or email
info@virden.ca with a description of the items and pick-up location
(boulevard or lane and pickup address).

B info@virden.ca

VIRDEN
3

CENTRE OF IT ALL

Animal Control: 204-851-5881

Facility Bookings: 204-748-2440

Emergency After Hours: 204-851-5540

Notice of Board of Revision
Town of Virden

Pursuant to Section 41 of the Municipal Assessment Act, public notice is
hereby given that the Assessment Rolls for the Town of Virden for 2026
have been deposited in the Town Office, 236 Wellington Street West, and
are open for public inspection during normal business hours.

The public is also advised that the Board of Revision will sit at the
Town of Virden Council Chambers at 232 Wellington Street West on
Thursday, November 6th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. to hear applications for
revision of assessments.

Application for Revision

A person in whose name property has been assessed, a mortgagee in
possession of property under subsection 114(1) of The Real Property
Act, an occupier of premises who is required under the terms of a lease
to pay the taxes on the property, or the assessor may make application
for the revision of an assessment roll with respect to:

+ Liability to taxation;

+ Amount of an assessed value;

« Classification of property; or

+ Arefusal by an assessor to amend the assessment roll under

subsection 13(2) of the Act.

Application Requirements
An application for revision must:

+ Be made in writing;

+ Set out the roll number and legal description of the property for
which a revision is sought;

- State the grounds on which the application is based; and

- Be filed with the Secretary of the Board of Revision,
236 Wellington Street West, P.O. Box 310, Virden MB ROM 2C0 at
least 15 days before the sitting of the Board (by October 21, 2025).

Dated this 26th day of September, 2025.

Rhonda Stewart, CMMA
Chief Administrative Officer

Upcoming Council Meetings

October 7 and 21
Council Meetings start at 7:00 PM

& www.virden.ca ﬁ Town of Virden @virdentown
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HeLEN DRYSDALE
OUT OF HELEN’S KITCHEN

I have just picked my butternut squash and onions and have zucchini waiting to be
taken care of. Potatoes are picked and beets are ready to make pickles. There are so
many different types of vegetables to enjoy throughout the fall season. So celebrate the
delicious flavors of autumn and try these two recipes.

Spaghetti squash

Baked spaghetti squash casserole is an easy, low carb, pasta-like dish that everyone
will love. You can swap the chicken for cooked lean ground beef, diced ham or a can of
black beans. Your choice. All taste delicious with the cheese and pasta sauce. You can
roast the spaghetti squash 1-2 days in advance. Just shred, squeeze out excess moisture,
and store in the fridge until ready to use.

- 1 medium spaghetti squash

- 1/2 tsp. each salt and pepper

For the sauce:

- 1 Thsp. vegetable oil

- 1/2 red pepper diced (or more)

- 2 cup spaghetti sauce or marinara sauce - 1 tsp. Italian seasoning

- 3 cups cooked, diced rotisserie chicken -11/2cupsshredded mozzarella

Preheat oven to 400F . Halve the spaghetti squash with a sharp knife and using a
spoon, remove seeds. Rub the oil on the inside of the spaghetti squash and season with
saltand pepper. Place spaghetti squash cut-side down on the baking sheet and roast in
oven on middle rack for about 40-50 minutes. The time will depend on the size of the
spaghetti squash. Remove from oven and let cool slightly. Using a fork, gently remove
spaghetti squash strands from the squash and set aside.

For the Sauce: In a frying pan, heat oil over medium heat. Add onions, red pepper
and garlic and cook for several minutes. Add pasta sauce, Italian seasoning and chicken
to the skillet, mix everything together to combine and cook for several more minute.
Add the spaghetti squash strands and mix all to combine. In alightly greased casserole
dish, place the spaghetti squash/chicken/pasta sauce mixture and top with mozzarella
cheese. Bake at 350 F for 20-25 minutes or until golden and bubbly.

Fall vegetable pasta

‘Who says pasta salad is just a summertime dish? Flavors like butternut squash, Brus-
sel sprouts, cheese and pasta coated in a tangy dressing brimming with all the best
flavors of autumn.

- 1/2 butternut squash, cut into 3/4 inch cubes

- 2 cups Brussel sprouts, halved

- 1/2 tsp salt

- 1/2 tsp. cinnamon

- 3-4 cups uncooked rotini pasta

- 1 small apple, cubed

- 1/4 cup dried cranberries

- 1 Thsp. vegetable oil

- 1/2 cup chopped onions
- 2 garlic cloves, minced

- 1 red onion, sliced

- 1 Thsp. vegetable oil

- 1/4 tsp. pepper

- 1/4 tsp. nutmeg

- 1 cup cubed cheddar cheese

- 1 stick celery, finely diced
-2-3'Thsp. fresh chopped parsley

Garnish if desired:

- 1/4 cup pumpkin seeds or sunflower seeds

Dressing:

- 1/3 cup vegetable oil - 3 Tbsp. maple syrup or honey
- 1/4 apple cider vinegar - 1 Tbsp. Dijon mustard

- 1 clove garlic, minced

- salt and pepper, to taste

Preheat the oven to 400 F. Line a rimmed baking sheet with parchment paper and
set aside. Toss the cubed butternut squash, sliced red onion and Brussel sprouts with 1
tablespoon oil, salt, pepper, cinnamon and nutmeg. Spread outinto one even layer on the
prepared baking sheet and bake 25 to 35 minutes, stirring halfway through, until tender.

Meanwhile, boil the pasta in salted water according to the directions on the package
to al dente. Drain and rinse with cold water to stop the cooking process. Whisk together
all dressing ingredients in a small bowl until well combined. In a large bowl, toss pasta,
cooked veggies, cheese, apple, celery, cranberries, parsley and dressing until well com-
bined. Garnish if desired. Taste, and adjust for salt and pepper. Serve immediately, or
cover with cling wrap and refrigerate until ready to use.

MiniotaNews

Devin Bajus
and Tamra Fenty
and their chil-
dren Ryder, Maci and Bohdi enjoyed a
trip to Alberta and into British Colum-
bia. Devin and Tamra were married at
Camrose Alta. on Sept. 26 with a beauti-
ful background, celebrated with family
and friends. Congratulations on your
marriage Devin and Tamra from your
Miniota friends!

- 1/2 tsp. of paprika

Linda Clark and brother Harold Reid
of Brandon, enjoyed a trip to Edmonton
Alta. this pastweekend tovisitwith cousins;
enjoying beautiful fall scenery along the
way, withlotsharvesting andlotsstill to go.

As September ends and we greet Octo-
ber, much to be thankful for in this part
of the country, with the beautiful harvest
weather we are enjoying. Great to see the
combines running in every direction!

“My wish for you is that you continue.
Continue to be who and how you are, to
astonish a mean world with your acts of
kindness.” -Maya Angelou

Submitted
By LinDA CLARK

Strong bones, strong life
My take on skeleton care

(Chi)

BUBLISHEDYAUTHERYE O ST E
WHERNESS CHEEED KYENCTST

MARIE EVELYNE GINGRAS

I do not usually think
about my bones until
something creaks. You
know that sound when
you getup from the couch
aftersitting toolong? That
“snap, crackle, pop”makes
me wonder if my skeleton
is auditioning for a break-
fast cereal commercial.
It is in those moments I
remind myself that bones
are not just background
props. They are the quiet
heroesholding everything
together, and they deserve
way more love than they
usually get.

Thavelearned thatbones
are not static, they are
alive, constantly rebuild-
ing. Picture little construc-
tion workers inside your
body, breaking down old
material and putting up
fresh beams every single
day. If you want them to
do an excellent job, you
must give them the right
tools. Calcium isa big one,
of course, but without vita-
min D, that calcium is like
money locked in a bank
where you can see it, but
you cannot use it. I try to
get my dose of sunshine
when I can, but on cloudy
weeks, I reach for fortified
foods or supplements to
keep those construction
workers happy.

Proteinisanother piece
of the puzzle that sur-
prised me. I used to think
protein was all about
muscles, butbonesrely on
it too. It helps build the
collagen that keeps them
flexible. Without collagen,
boneswould be brittle and
break like a cracker at a
picnic. So, I make sure
I am balancing my diet
with protein, leafy greens,
nuts,and seeds (foodsthat
sneakin magnesium,zinc,
and vitamin K for extra
support). It feels less like
“being healthy” and more
like giving my skeleton a
little gourmet buffet.

Exerciseiswhere thefun
comesin. Bonesrespondto
movement,and theylike to
be challenged abit. Forme,
that means a mix of walks,
light weights, and the oc-
casional attempt at yoga
(though mydownward dog

usually looks more like a
confused coyote). Even
simple things like squats
or stretches while waiting
for the Keurig to boil help.
The way I see it, every bit
of movement is a love note
to my bones, telling them
to stay strong.

Of course, there are
habits I have had to rein
in. Toomuch caffeine and
soft drinks? Guilty. But
I have learned they can
block calcium from doing
its work. And posture—
oh, posture! The hours I
spend at my desk or scroll-
ing my phone can turn
my spine into a question
mark. So, I check in with
myself, sit up straighter,
and stretch. My body

thanks me every time. I
make a point of standing
and moving around on
the hour. Quite simple to
setalarms on your phone!

I also cannot ignore the
reality that hormones and
age play a crucial role in
bone health. Women after
menopause and men with
low testosterone are more
prone toboneloss,and that
makes regular check-ups
and bone scans worth it.
Prevention is always easier
than healing a fracture.

At the end of the day,
taking care of my bones
is not just about avoiding
breaks. Itis about keeping
the freedom to garden
without wincing, dance
at weddings, or play with
dogs and bunnies without
worrying that one wrong
twist will land me on the
couch forweeks. My bones
have carried me through
life, and the least I can do
is carry them with a bit of
care in return.

LAY

Don’T Do I YouRsELF

CROSS

PLUMBING & HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING
PLUMBING

DRAIN CLEANING
HEATING

204-748-2108

Contact:

204-748-1788

info@pphmb.com

Services:

* Plumbing

» Heating

 HVAC

* Hydronics

» Geothermal

» Septic Tank

e Electric &
Gas Boilers

Serving
e Agricultural

e Commercial
o Dilfield
o Residential

940, 7th Avenue
Virden, MB ROM 2C0

Phone: (204) 748-2790
Email: info@Irbelectric.ca
Web: www.irbelectric.ca
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Kinnaird family reunion

PHOTO BY JULIE MASON

On the weekend of July 26, Rea and Linda Kinnaird of Hargrave along with close family and friends celebrated the designation of a Century Farm at 1-11-27W in
the RM of Wallace-Woodworth. Four generations of the descendants of W.F. (Frank) and Frances Kinnaird (Milne) were present. Frank purchased the farm in 1925
from James Lane. A pancake breakfast, photo and memorabilia display, scavenger hunt and bouncy castle for the kids, a car rally and delicious supper under

the big tent were enjoyed by all.

MB steamboat history comes to Virden

By Ed James
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Recently one of Virden’s
active community sup-
ports, Captain Kel Smith
(ret.) unveiled a George
Baker painting of the
historic SS Marquette that
ran on the Assiniboine
between 1879 until 1882.

Mr. Smith is well known
for his years of work and
involvement in the Fort La
Bosse school system, local
army cadetunit, local tour-
ist promotion and as a Red
Cross volunteer.

Steamship days fascin-
ated him. “The Marquette in my mind is historical and
special. Iwished thatIlivedin those daysand could experi-
ence avoyage to FortEllice from Upper Fort Garry. Think
of Westman before the coming of most of the settlers. It
would almost be in its natural state.”

Smith said, “I chose George Baker for his talent and
his care for detail. George wants it right.”

The unveiling event brought out a good crowd as he
gave a general history of the steam powered river boat
that once sailed from the Hudson Bay Post at Upper Fort
Garry to Fort Ellis, now known as St. Lazare, along the
Assiniboine River.

With his history talk he had also had a display of area
items thattold more of the riverboatjourneysofyesteryear.

Ryan Bender entertains at the unveiling of the SS
Marguette.

PHOTOS BY ED JAMES

A photo of SS Marquette on display at Virden Legion Clubroom along with other
historic documents, at the evening unveiling event on Sept. 23.

Mr. Smith’s display and presentation style was a throw-
back to his unique classroom teaching style that kept the
attention ofhisformerstudents;and the evening audience.

In presenting the history of the steam paddle boat, “SS
Marquette” Smith told how it moved people and goods
along the riverwith afewstopsalong theway to Fort Ellice.

Theship could onlymake safe passage during the spring
and summer monthswhen the river was high enough asit
only had an operating draft of 15 to 18 inches depending
on its cargo and fuel load.

During the low water period goods and people were
moved by canoe and Red River carts of the area Metis
people.

The painting detail shows that the ship had three decks
and 12 state rooms. It was recorded that the trip up the
river took nine days, but only six days coming back, with
the help of the river’s current. The journey either way was
always filled with twists and turns along with sand bars
and deadhead logs.

The official unveiling of this painting was done by
Joanne Baker, the wife of noted Virden artist George
Baker who was unable to attend the event due to other
artistic projects.

After the unveiling, the rest of the evening was devoted
to close viewing of the painting, light refreshments,
conversations and some great musical entertainment by
Moosomin’s own Ryan Bender, who showcased a variety
of musical selections.

It was an informative and entertaining evening for all
who came out to the private showing and Mr. Smith said
about the evening, “I was very pleased with the evening
and the entertainment by Ryan Bender. I was surprised
by how many people turned up from Elkhorn, Brandon,
and our own town.”

Paddlewheelers' history

Submitted
By KELVON SMITH

There were many stern-
wheelers, butmyfavouriteis
the Steam Ship Marquette
that carried furs, supplies
and passengersofallkinds.

The Marquette steamed
on the Assiniboine River
from the Hudson Bay
forts of Upper Fort Garry
(Winnipeg) to Fort Ellice
(St. Lazare); sternwheelers
had to contend with the
Currie Rapids, five miles
downstream from Brandon
House (Brandon) once
called the Grand Rapids
of the Assiniboine.

I know of one riverboat
landing in our area and
that’s by Miniota. If you
wish to see it then go to the
Silver Bend Hiking Trail
and you will come across
it. If I were younger, I'd go
snorkeling there when the
Assiniboineislazyandslow.
I'd look for treasures at the
riverboat landing.

I've been told there is
a landing near Virden
(Gopher Creek), butI have
never found it yet. Does
anyone know where it is?

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
Sternwheeler steam ship - SS Marquette, a painting
by George Baker commissioned by Kelvon Smith.

ABOUT the Marquette:

- 266 tons;

- 125 feet long;

- 30-foot beam (width);

- 4-foot hold;

- drew 15-18 inches in the
water;

- 3 decks;

- 1 wheelhouse;

- flew the Union Jack;

- powered by 2 wood-
burning steam engines

- 2 smokestacks;

- 1879-1882,

- The Alphaattemptedlast

run, 1885

- ran late spring — early
summer

A sidewheeler (paddle-
wheelson eitherside) came
from Fort Garry to Fort El-
lice - The Cheyenne — but
only made one trip.

I believe she was just too
large to turn around with
ease [to return] to Upper
Fort Garry. A huge photo-
graph of the Cheyenne
hangsin the Grand Central
Hotel in Virden.

The arrival of the Can-
adian Pacific Railroad at
Virden meantthesteamships’
dayswere over. The Alphamet
her doom in 1885 because of
greed and a sandbar.
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Sgt. Doan acting Staff Sergeant/Area Commander for Westman RCMP

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

In the absence of RCMP
S.Sgt. Cooper, Sgt. Amy
Doan hasmoved to Virden
and taken on the respon-
sibility as RCMP Area
Commander.

Sgt. Doan was intro-
duced to the RM of Wal-
lace-Woodworth Council
meeting and mostrecently
to the Town of Virden
Council. She brings

breadth and depth of ex-
perience to her role.
InSgt. Doan’swords, “In
2009, I started my service
with the RCMP in Surrey,
British Columbia where 1
worked in general duty.
“After this, I complet-
ed my apprenticeship
and became a Forensic
Identification Special-
ist and worked in the
Lower Mainland District
of British Columbia, the
Northwest Territoriesand

Nunavut in this capacity.
This allowed me to travel
extensively throughout
both Territories assisting
the Major Crime Unit in
processing crime scenes
involving serious persons
offences.

After several years, I
wanted a different chal-
lenge, and I moved to an
isolated community in
Igloolik, Nunavut where
I was the Detachment
Commander.

Through the Lens: VCI student
pursues artistic vision

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Kestrel Tough is devel-
oping a keen eye. She’s
one of the Virden Col-
legiate photographers
tasked with recording
happenings around the
school for the yearbook
which included the VCI
Undergrad Awards sev-
eral weeks ago.

She has a penchant for
visual art which includes
photography and it’s no
surprise that she is in
the graphic design class
at VCI where there’s an
opportunity to work on
yearbook projects.

Kestrel explains, “Each
person in [graphic de-
sign] class gets a separate
role on what they do in
the yearbook. I got the
undergrad awards since
that’s what I volunteered
for.”

Asan artistwho creates
using oils, acrylic paint,
pencilsand more, Kestrel
says, “I've been drawing
animalssince Iwasreally,
really little. Mostly cats
and dogs....”

Her smartphone is
one of the better brands
for photography and the
broad range of photo sub-
jects on her phone bears
witness to this student’s
keeninterestin capturing

detail and perspective.
At close range a good
cell phone often takes a
clearer image than a run
of the mill SLR digital
camera. ButKestrel hopes
to someday buy herself a
high-quality SLR camera
to further her photog-
raphy.

“I've always liked tak-
ing photos of, like ran-
dom things. When I was
younger (and even now) I
used to go around taking
photos of birds, my cats,
anything I could find.
Even if it was just, like a
random object, I would

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
Kestrel Tough captures the pie auction at VCI
Undergrad Awards night, Sept. 18.

take a photo shoot of it.”

Her interest surpasses
casual snaps. “I loved get-
ting like different angles
on the same thing. Seeing
how lighting works....”

Kestrelisnamed for the
smallest type of falcon,
a kestrel, which pleases
her as she has a real love
for birds as well as for all
wildlife.

At the awards night she
was one of five students to
receive the Gr. 10 Read-
ing is Thinking award, a
course thathelpsstudents
develop critical reading/
literacy.

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
RCMP Sgt. Amy Doan and Corp. Eduardo Gianico attend Town of Virden Council meeting, Sept. 23; Couns.
Jessie Cruickshank (I-r), Travis Penner and Bruce Dunning listen to Doan'’s report.

“Following my time
in Nunavut, I worked in
Ottawa, Ont. for Federal
Policingin National Secur-
ity and then the National
Missing Person Unit prior
to transferring to Virden
as the Operations NCO.”

Doan presented the de-
partment’s thrust to curb
crime:

“Every year the RCMP
engages in consultation
with the communities we

serve to set our priorities
for crime reduction initia-
tives. We are focussed on
project-based initiatives to
reduce incidents of crime
and improve overall com-
munity safety. This can be
achieved through offender
management such as con-
ducting curfew checks,
outstanding warrant exe-
cutions and through traf-
fic enforcement to name
a few.”

2025/2026 SCHEDULE

Give us a try!
Curling starts Tuesday, October 28t

Monday 4:00 pm e Junior Curling League
Get them started at a fun, inexpensive sport. Grades 4-8 only please. Starts November 4th.
Call Chris Warkentin at 204-851-2246 $80/individual

Tuesday Mornings ¢ 10:00 am ¢ Senior Men’s

Recreational League

Do you miss your morning golf match? Give our club a try!
Come have a cup of joe, curl a fun, 8-end game with some friends and enjoy a soup and
sandwich special from our canteen afterwards. Enter as individuals. Join us for the whole
season or just half.

Call Greg Tough at 204-748-3136 $230/individual

Tuesday Afternoons ¢ 12:45 pm ¢ Tuesday Afternoon Ladies’

Recreational League

Enjoy an afternoon out with the girls, with coffee and exercise included. Enter as a team or individu-
als.

Call Jeanette Logan 204-838-2397 or text 204-748-7422 $920/team

Tuesday Evenings ¢ 6:00 & 8:00 pm ¢ Ladies’

Evening Fun League

Get out of the house and enjoy a night on the ice. Stay for a beverage and enjoy a chat with the gals.
A fun, social night for experienced or beginning curlers! Enter as teams.

Text Mandy Taylor at 204-764-0003 $920/team

Wednesday Afternoons ¢ 4:00 pm ¢ High School Fun League
Get your team together and try something new.

Call Mark Robertson at 204-851-5851 $120/individual

Men’s League - Wednesdays & Thursdays ¢ 7:00 pm

Enjoy a guys night out on the ice for all skill levels. The lounge is open for a welcoming post
game atmosphere * May require occasional 9 pm draws * Final scheduling dependant on entries

Call Jay Kinnaird at 204-851-1267 $920/team

Fridays ¢ 10:00 am e Senior Mixed League

Enter as teams or individuals in this always entertaining league for everyone who enjoys a day
at the rink. Sign up for the whole season or just half.

Call Greg Tough at 204-748-3136 $230/individual

Friday Afternoon ¢ Mixed Stick Curling

Come out and take part in this fun Curling League in its sixth season!

Enter as a 2 person team or as an individual. Throwing sticks are available for use on each sheet.
No sweeping between the hog lines. Games take about 1 hour to play. Instruction provided for
new and novice stick users. Draws start on Fridays at 1:00. Number of draws depends on number
of teams. Sign-up for whole season or until Xmas. Drop in fees are available.

Call Greg Tough at 204-748-3136 $110 Full Season * $55 %> Season

CURLING FEES

First League

Second League

TRIrd LEAQUE .....cceeereeecrce it sne e sn e sn e snnnns

Junior in Regular Curling

STUABNT FEE ...
Entry deadline is Monday, October 20™

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20 - 7:00 PM @ THE VCC LOUNGE
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME TO ATTEND
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== OIlIMEAPITALS

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

he Virden Oil Capitals know that at each
Thome game, they will be well supported.
Last season - for the second straight cam-
paign-thelocal team led the Manitoba Junior Hockey
League in attendance. It averaged 781 fans per game
at Tundra Oil & Gas Place.

“The fansin Virden showup,” Oil Capitals defence-
man Rhylan Baxtersaid. “Whenyou're on the ice and
you hear the crowd get behind a big hit, a key save, or
a goal, it fires you up. Wearing the Oil Caps jersey in
front of your home crowd makes you want to go the
extra mile to block that shot, win that battle, finish
that check.”

Mavis Stephenson has been a season ticket holder
since the Winnipeg Saints moved to Virden in 2012
and were renamed the Oil Capitals. She said, “I like
the socialization, and I like watching hockey. I know
some of the local kids (that have been on the team),
parents and grandparents.”

Stephenson knows how important support can
be to junior players. Her son Rick played for the Sas-
katchewan Junior Hockey League’s Nipawin Hawks.
Stephenson’s grandson, Tyson Verhelst, suited up for
Neepawa in the MJHL and for the Western Hockey
League’s Spokane Chiefs.

Lastseason, the Oil Capswere one ofonlyfour MJHL
teams to average more than 500 fans per contest. The
others were the Steinbach Pistons, Portage Terriers,
and Dauphin Kings.

Baxter has experienced being both a visitor and a
member of the home team at the TOGP. He started
his rookie season, 2023-2024, as an Oil Cap before
being traded to the Winnipeg Blues. Baxter returned
to Virden before last season.

“It’s definitely fair to say that most players would

BIG OI1L CAPS CROWDS CHEER ON THEIR TEAM

much rather play in the Virden rink as a home Oil
Cap than as an opponent,” he said. “The home ice
advantageat Tundra Oil&GasPlaceisreal. The energy
from the hometown fans, the comfort of the locker
room, and the pride thatcomeswith representing your
community all come together to make home games
something special. You just have a feel for everything
around you, the boards, ice and size of the rink.”

The Oil Capitalsdrew 1,102 fansto their 2025 home-
opener victory over the Waywayseecappo Wolverines
on Sept. 20. Veteran Oil Capitals forward Marshall
Light of Moosomin said:

“It was a great atmosphere. It was awesome to get

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPS
Loyal fans show their support of the Oil Caps at as many games as they can. Go Caps Go!

going and see all the fans in the stands and cheering
us on again for a fantastic season ahead.”

The Virden squad isnot only supported by the fans
in theseatsonwinternights. Businessesand partnersof
various kindsare also important to the team’s success.

“Our season ticket holders, business partners, and
fans are the lifeline of our team,” Virden head coach
and general manager Tyson Ramsey said. “We are so
proud of the support we receive in one of the smallest
markets in junior hockey. They are passionate about
our team, and we want to put a team on the ice that
they can be proud of. Wewould not existwithout these
groups of people, we are very lucky.”

diversifiedoilfield.com
160 Kent Street, Virden
Locally Owned and Operated

o

n|

1THE BICEER YU BREAN
TE DICEER T3 PLLY?
OwWNETHEIMOMENT;
G GEAPS @R

173 King St E,

Virden, MB
(204) 748-1775
www.virdenford.ca
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#2 RHYLAN BAXTER #4 NATHAN SCHAEFER #5 MIGUEL BONIN #6 TY PLAISIER
D | WINNIPEG,MB | D | HARPER WOODS, MI D | WINNIPEG, MB D | VIRDEN, MB
2006-08-13 2006-06-14 2007-06-30 2005-04-23

GO CAPS! " PRiCiniil

Have a great o
2025-2026 Season Virden, MB © 204-748-1876

I%@ I #12 JETT DESCHAMPS #13TYSONULMER§  #14 CARSON WRIGHT #15 BRYAN LAING
Eol D | WINNIPEG, MB F 1 GRAND FORKS, ND F | CALGARY, AB F | BOISSEVAIN, MB

AIR CONDITIONING DRAIN CLEANING
CR(&SS PLUMBING HEATING

2008-09-28 2007-03-13 2006-01-29 2007-09-25

PLUMBING & HEATING 204-748'2108
HusTUERHITHANDINEVERTQUIT]

#21TYSON DRAPER Wl #22 DANIEL TOKARIWSKI #26 COLTEN WORTHINGTON

F | OAK LAKE BEACH, MB F | WINNIPEG, MB D | WINNIPEG, MB F | BRANDON, MB

2007-10-01 2005-06-28 2008-08-16 2007-08-24
261 7 Ave S, Virden
204-748-1869
GoobD Luck
VIRDEN

0 I L C AP S ! #35BRAXTONBURDENY TYSON RAMSEY BRETT BRAYBROOK CURTIS BROLUND

G | WINNIPEG, MB HEAD COACH

VIRDEN ASSISTANT COACH ASSISTANT COACH

) We're #1 Highway, Virden 2005-05-26 & GENERAL MANAGER
Fountain Tire ?:gtehtlﬁerl?ad 204.7 48_2 b

[LoEx
VIRDEN]

O GARSY
326 King St E, Virden m

204-748-2300 STRENGTH
guild.ca & CONDITIONING SKATI

fountaintire.com




2025-2026

APITALS

#1 COHEN LEWKO

F | SANFORD, MB
2009-04-16

#9 BRYCE BRYANT #10 MADDOX SHINDLE

F 1 VIRDEN, MB | D | PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE,
2006-07-29 MB

#11 LONDON HOILETT

F | WINNIPEG, MB
2005-02-15

#16 BROOKS SIEMENS #17 DYSEN DRAKE #19 LUCAS LARAMEE § #20BECKHAM GARCHINSKI

F 1 BOTTINEAU, ND F | TRAVERSE CITY, MI F | LA BROQUERIE, MB D | WINNIPEG, MB
2006-03-08 2007-06-19 2008-07-30 2007-03-29

#21 LIAM GOERTZEN #28 NOEL ENGLOT #29 MARSHALL LIGHT #31 MICKY GROSS

F | HOMEWOOD, MB F | CANDIAC, SK F | MOOSOMIN, SK G | CORNWALLIS, MB
2006-10-14 2005-11-05 2005-06-05 2007-06-28

MARC BERRY BRIAN MYTOPHER COOPER CHARLES DANA WARRENER

ASSISTANT MEDIA RELATIONS
GENERAL MANAGER AR & GAME DAY MANAGER

CATCC

JARED PAULSEN

~ Goalie Coach
TERESA HERITAGE ...

~ Office ~ Game Day Manager
DEBRA PLAISIER

~ Billet Co-ordinator
GARY REMPLE

~ Dressing Room Attendant
STUART SMOLEY

~ Public Address Announcer
HENRY HILDEBRANDT

~ Public Address Announcer

Happy l4“‘ Anniversary
0il Gapitals!
from all of us at

. 337 King St E, Virden, MB,
@%graﬂre 204-748-2894
Auto Centre

Locally Owned & Operated

DAVE CHALLNER
~ Play-by-Play Announcer

DOUG ROACH
TY HO'.E ~ Play-by-Play Announcer
WAYNE UNGER

POWER ~ Team Chaplain
PERRY MEIKLE
NG COACH ~ Game Day Assistant
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Go Cars

Go!
S

SERVICE

SR

568 Sixth Ave, Virden
204.748.2434

GOODJIEUCK;
0iyC/A'PS!

229 7 Ave S, Virden, MB~ (204) 748-2145

GOOD LUCK
VIRBEN OlL CAPITALS,

ON, YOUR;2025-2026,SEASON,

204-851-0225 | nielsenseeds.com

GOODILUCK:
OICARS

WISHIG 10U AMOTHER 2401 S2A5001!

243 Raglan Street West, Virden
204-748-1220
mhmlaw.ca

GOOD LUCK

to our Home Town Hockey Heroes!

BRANDSOURCE

Kllbera'd

HOME FURNISHINGS

346 King St, Virden / 204-748-3331 / kullbergs.ca

oo Ll

(IL GAYPIIALS

01y 0092025270268 2as0n!

JIA4 Kingston Midstream
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BUILT IN YIRDEN: PLAISIER'S PATH TO JUNIOR HOCKEY CAPTAINCY

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Plaisier got his start in hockey in Virden.
Now, about a decade and a half later,
the son of Shawn and Debra Plaisier is still
enjoying life on the ice in his hometown. The
20-year-old is a stalwart defenceman for the
Virden Oil Capitals. This season, he became
the first hometown captain of the Manitoba
Junior Hockey League team.

When asked what it means to play for and
captain the Virden team, Plaisier said, “It’s
an unreal feeling. I'm super confident in the
group we have this year, and I’'m pumped to
help lead us to a championship.”

For the Oil Capitals, the hometown product
is the right man to lead. The blueliner is in
his fourth junior season. Through four games
this season, Plaisier was second on the team in
pointswith three. He had a goal and two assists.

“Ty is a competitor,” Virden head coach
Tyson Ramsey said. “He thrives on competing
against the best players, and his work ethic
and determination are second to none. He is a
leader on and off the ice. He is one of the best
defendersin the league and likely the league’s
best shotblocker. He is in great shape, so he
can log big minutes and he is extremely hard
to play against.”

With his defensive ability and shotblocking,
the 6-foot-1, 201-pound Plaisier helps make
things a little easier for goalies. Eric Reid, a
former hometown Oil Capitals netminder,
indicated Plaisier’s attitude also makes him
a big asset.

“The thing I enjoy about being on the ice/
at the rink with Ty is how he comes to the
rink each day with a good attitude and ready
to work,” Reid wrote in a text. “He’s always
been a natural leader, pushing himself as well
as others to do what it takes to win. He’s one
of those guys that makes coming to the rink
every day enjoyable.”

Plaisier’s love of hockey developed in his

It was at the age of four or five that Ty

hometown. With a
two-year age gap, Reid
and Plaisier were not
on the same team for
a full season until the
defenceman’s first
U18 AAA campaign
with the Southwest
Cougars. However,
Plaisier was called
up to play on some
of the minor hockey
teams Reid was on. As
well, Reid said the two
hockey fanatics often
saw each otheraround
the rink. Plaisier has
fond memories of his
minor hockey days.

“Virden Minor
Hockey was a great
time,” he said. “Some
of my favourite mem-
ories are hockey tour-
naments as a little kid
and team parties after
winning.”

After his time with
the regional Cougars
U18 AAA team, Plais-
ier split his first two
seasons between the
Oil Capitals and the Western Hockey League’s
Regina Pats. With the Saskatchewan squad, his
teammates included current Chicago Black-
hawks star Connor Bedard, as well as other
future professionals. In 2023-2024, he helped
the team make it to the MJHL semifinals. Last
season he wasakey playerandleader on ayoung
squad. Plaisier has enjoyed various aspects of
junior hockey.

‘I love the competitive aspect of junior
hockey,” he said. “Everyone at this level wants
to win, and the energy is always exciting. I also
love being around the guys every day, getting
to hang out with 25 friends every single day is

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPS
Virden Oil Caps #6 Ty Plaisier is excited and confident in his team this
year.

a really fun time.”

In the future, Plaisier hopes to keep play-
ing hockey while pursuing a post-secondary
education. He is interested in studying
education or finance. While that is in the
future, right now, Plaisier is enjoying playing
in his hometown and trying to help the Oil
Capitals win a championship. He appreci-
ates what his family has done to help get
him to this point.

“Without my family, I wouldn’t be anywhere
near this level,” Plaisier said. “They do every-
thing they can for me and always are there
watching my games.”

GO cnPs

300 Frontage Rd, Virden - 204-748-3396

sunrisecu.mb.ca

ItzstalGreatiDay,
forgHockey!
GolCapsiGo!}

298 6 Ave S,

Virden ~
204.748.2011
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Good Luck on Another Successful Season
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By Robin Wark he Virden Oil Cap-
EMPIRE-ADVANCE itals dethroned the

Winnipeg Mon-
archs to claim their first road victory of the season.

On Sept. 27, the Oil Caps beat the Monarchs-formerly
named the Freeze - 3-2 at the Hockey For All Centre.
Rookie goalie Micky Gross made 21 saves to earn his
first win in his Oil Capitals debut. Virden outshot the
Monarchs, 44-23.

“I thoughtitwasagood effortfrom our guys. We played
quite a bit faster and had more structure to our game
than on Friday night and we created a ton of offensive
chances,” Virden head coach Tyson Ramsey said. “Their
goaltender was very good. Micky was very good. He was
calm in the netand very square to the puck. Itwas a great
game for him to get his feet wet in the regular season. He
will be very good for us.”

The night before the Winnipeg win, the Virden squad
lost 4-1 at home to the Niverville Nighthawks. As of Sept.
29, the Oil Capitals were 2-2-0-0 on the season.

The Oil Capitals play a home-and-home series with the
Swan Valley Stampeders this weekend. The teams tangle
in Swan River on Oct. 3. They meet at Tundra Oil & Gas
Place on Oct. 4. The Oil Capitals play in Waywayseecappo
on Oct. 8.

Oil Caps 3, Monarchs 2
The Oil Capitalshad astrongstarton theroad. Defence-
man Rhylan Baxter scored on the power play. Carson
Wright lit the lamp in the final 30 seconds of the period
to extend Virden’s lead to 2-0.

The Monarchs’ Cam Alt
got his team on the score-
boardin thesecond period.

London Hoilett re-
sponded to make it 3-1
for Virden after two. Kade
Stringer scored for Win-
nipeg, but the Monarchs
wereunable to tie thingsup.

Wright was named the
first star. Colten Worth-
ington had two assists
and earned the second
star. The Monarchs’ Maxx
Hamelin, a former Oil
Capital, recorded two as-
sists and received the third
star. Through four games,
Hoilett led Virden with three goals and four points.

Nighthawks 4, Oil Caps 1

In front of 813 fans at home, Oil Capitals forward Noel
Englot scored his first goal of the season in the opening
frame. Virden led 1-0 after one. The Nighthawks scored
two in the second and two more in the third. Both of
Niverville’s goals in the second period came with the
man advantage.

Virden goalie Braxton Burdeny stopped 17 of the 21
shots he faced. Nate Schaefer assisted on Englot’s goal.
Englot was the second star. Defenceman Lincoln Black-
Greaveswasnamed Virden’sHardest Working Player. The

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPS

Virden Oil caps vs Niverville Nighthawks.

Oil Caps’ Ty Plaisier and Luke Wagner of the Nighthawks
received fighting majors late in the third period.

For Niverville, Austin Dubinsky made 28 saves. Scoring
for the Nighthawks were Merik Boles (two), Loik Leduc,
and John Scott. Boleswas the firststar. With three assists,
Aaron Krestanowich was named the third star.

Davidson to Storm

Virden’s Hudson Davidson has signed with the Camp-
bell River (B.C.) Storm of the Vancouver Island Junior
HockeyLeague. Heistheson of Craigand Karla Davidson.
The defenceman played for the Oil Capitalslastseason. As
of Sept. 28, he had one assistin three gamesfor the Storm.

WALLACE LOOKS TO FLY WITH THE PURPLE EAGLES

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Hunter Wallace from Oak Lake.

ak Lake’s Hunter
Wallace is excited
to be on the ice in

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

New York State.

The son of Tod and Penny Wallace has transferred to
Niagara University. The schoolis based in Lewiston, New
York, near Niagara Falls. The Purple Eagles compete at
the NCAA Division I level, the highest in U.S. university
athletics.

“Two of my close friends (Noah Hackett and Ethan
Lund) were already here thatI played with in Brooks, and
Coach (Jason) Lammers reached outwhen I entered the
portal,” Wallace said. “After talking with the staff, they
gave me an opportunity to play, and with those connec-
tions, it was an easy decision.”

Through tough and easy decisions, wins and losses,
and everything in between, Wallace has been strongly
backed in his hockey career by his family.

“Iwouldn’tbe herewithoutthem,”hesaid. “They’ve sup-
ported me through injuries and successes, and I'm really
gratefulfor them and their support through thisjourney.”

The former Southwest Cougars U18 AAA player is in
his second year of post-secondary hockey after a very suc-

cessful junior career where all he did was win. In Brooks,
Alta., Wallace helped the Bandits win two Alberta Junior
Hockey League championships and a pair of Centennial
Cup national Junior A championships. During his final
juniorcampaign, partway through the season, the Bandits
joined the British Columbia Hockey League. Wallace and
the Bandits kept winning. They won the Alberta division
playoffs and then beat the Surrey (B.C.) Eagles in two

a first university season that involved him battling back
from injury and adjusting to post-secondary life.

“The biggest difference is the schedule—college has
far fewer games, so every one matters more,” Wallace said.
“Plus, balancing school with hockey is a big adjustment.”

Off the ice, he is studying business. Wallace said he
enjoys it and sees it “as a good foundation for life after
hockey.”

games in the BCHL Rocky
Mountain Challenge. V I R D E N

In 2024-2025, Wallace’s
first university season was
affected by a knee injury.
He displayed resilience
and talent as he returned
to play six games for Mer-

SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES

Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless the tax arrears for the designated year
and costs in respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full to the Municipality prior to the commencement of
the auction, the Municipality will on the 21st day of October, 2025, at the hour of 06:30 PM, at Town of Virden, 236 Wellington
Street West, Virden, MB, proceed to sell by public auction the following described properties:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUGTION
TOWN OF VIRDEN

rimack College. A trio of
contests into competing for Roll Description Assessed Amount of Arrears
P ) Number Value & Costs for Which
the North Andover, Mass. Property May be
school, Wallacelitthe lamp. Offered for Sale
“Itcameinmy thirdgame 38700 | LOTS8 AND 9 PLAN 941 BLTO EXC FIRSTLY: OUT OF L -$35,100 $ 6,462.67
back after tearing my MCL SAID LOT 8 SWLY 45 FEET SECONDLY: OUT OF SAIDLOT | B -$110,900
. L 9 NELY 36 FEET THIRDLY: OUT OF SAID LOTS 8 AND 9
inan away game at (Univer- NWLY 16 FEET IN SE 1/422-10-26 WPM - 252 CHESTER ST
sity of New Hampshire),” w
he said. “My good friend, 88700 | LOT2BLOCK 138 PLAN 67 BLTO EXC FIRSTLY: THE SWLY | L -$78,200 $10,572.55
. 38 FEET AND SECONDLY: THENWLY 125 FEETINNW 1/4 | B _g0
Trevor Griebel, gave me a 22-10-26 WPM - 440 CARLTON STREET W

cross-ice pass. I threw it on
net, and it trickled in low
blocker. A simple goal, but
a big moment for me.”

Then, laterin the contest,
Wallace scored again. He
said, “Itfeltgreat, especially
coming off injury. I was just
trying to build confidence,
and scoring twice in one
night really helped with
that.”

That offensive outburst
earned Wallace HockeyEast
Rookie of Week honours. It

VIRDEN as follows:

tion.
Dated this 12 day of September, 2025.

Managed by:

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each property:

« The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any unpaid municipal utilities and any property taxes not yet due.
« The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of the arrears and costs.
If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be presented prior to the start of the auction.
< The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever concerning the properties being sold.
« The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in cash, certified cheque or bank draft to the TOWN OF

i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR
ii) If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide a non-refundable deposit in the amount of $10,000 and
the balance of the purchase price must be paid within 20 days of the sale; AND
iii) A fee in the amount $500.85 ($477 + GST) for preparation of the transfer of title documents. The purchaser will be responsible
for registering the transfer of title documents in the land titles office, including the registration costs.

« The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the auction.

« The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession.

If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to the Municipality or, if a GST registrant, provide a GST Declara-

Rhonda Stewart

Chief Administrative Officer
TOWN OF VIRDEN
Phone: (204) 748-2440
Fax: (204) 748-2501

was certainly a highlight of
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JOSEPH SCORES, LEADS AT MINOT STATE

PHOTO BY SEAN ARBAUT
Colby Joseph fires a puck towards the net during a
Minot State University men's hockey game lastseason.

Elkhorn’s Colby Joseph is
succeeding and leading in
Minot, N.D.

The son of Dawn and Gord Joseph is now in his third
season with the Minot State University men’s hockey
team. Last season, the 6-foot-1, 185-pound forward led
the Beavers in goals and was second in points. He helped
them reach the semifinals of the American Collegiate
Hockey Association national tournament in Missouri.

T

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Before thisseason, Joseph wasnamed an assistant captain
for the Beavers.

“It means more than I can explain,” he said. “It is a
huge honour to be able to wear a letter for this program
and team. We have the type of team where anyone can
be a leader, and being able to be alongside the current
captains is a huge honour. That being said, I know it is
going to push me to be a better teammate and player, and
I can’t thank Wyatt (Waselenchuk, head coach) enough
for giving me this opportunity.”

Joseph joins a veteran Beavers leadership group. One
of the other players wearing a letter is former Virden Oil
Capitals standout defenceman Logan Rands, who is in
his fourth season at MSU.

In his second campaign with the Beavers, Joseph
increased his goal production from 14 as a rookie to a
team-high 28 in 39 games last season. He boosted his
pointsfrom 22 to43. Regarding 2024-2025, Waselenchuk
stated on the team’s website that Joseph “took a big step
forward this season for us both on and off the ice.” What
allowed him to increase his production?

“Honestly, I think the only thing that changed was
from the mental standpoint,” Joseph said. “I gained more
confidence, and I'was put into roles that I would succeed
in, and things went well. I would not have been able to do

what I did on the ice without my two linemates, Logan
Cyca and Walker Jerome, and coach Wyatt trusting me
and letting me play my style of hockey.”

AgainstIllinois State University in the Midwest College
Hockey conference tournamentsemifinals, Joseph found
the back of the netfour times. He said he remembers “how
well we played going into a conference final game the
next day. One thing I remember was a guy trying to fight
me, and me eating punches for lunch and not retaliating,
which I'was pretty proud of.” In the MCH finals, the Bea-
vers beat Jamestown (N.D.) University, 2-1, in overtime.

Off the ice, Joseph is also an important part of Beavers
hockey. Waselenchuk said on the team’s website, “He is
great in the community and is a model student. Colby is
a great ambassador for our program.”

Joseph is a double major in marketing and business
administration. Every semester he has been at MSU,

Joseph has earned a spot on the President’s List or Vice
President of Academic Affairs Honour Roll. What has
allowed Joseph to succeed in the classroom?

“Juggling school and hockey just takes time manage-
mentand commitment,”hesaid. “Itryto plan myweeksfor
homework and studying so that I can focus on my hockey,
but be able to enjoy time with my brothers on the team.”

He also appreciates his family back home. Joseph said:

“My family is my everything. I would not be playing
hockey for this great Minot State program without them,
butalso wouldn’t be the person I am today without them.
They are my biggest supporters and try to make as many
games as they can. Without them, I honestly don’t know
where I would be. When I go on my phone after a game,
I have texts from them saying good game, regardless of
the outcome.”

AL AP R SRR
Supply & Install Residential Windows & Doors

- FREE ESTIMATES -
Call Brad Cole today! 204.512.3777

McNEILLHARASYMCHUK

McCONNELL
Attorneys at Law

Glen Harasymchuk, B. Sc., LL. B. ® Anique Timmerman, JD
e Jessica Humphries, JD

Buckingham Building, 243 Raglan Street West
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Virden, MB
Phone: 204-748-3608
Fax: 204-748-3643

1129 19th Street
Brandon, MB
Phone: 204-727-6806
Fax: 204-728-3489

NEW OWNERSHIP P.0. Box 520, Viirden, MB ROM 2C0 Email: physist@mymts.net  Email: physist@mymts.net
SAME QUALITY Phone: 204-748-1220 © Fax: 204-748-3007 www.physiofirstclinic.ca
IBDO Meighen Haddad..»
CANADA LLP www.bdo.ca

Chartered Professional Accountants
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255 Wellington St W, Virden | 204-748-1200 | 1-866-236-7656
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Virden Redvers, SK
255 Wellington St. W. 21 Railway Avenue,
Virden, Manitoba ROM 2CO Redvers, Saskatchewan
204.725.8769 306.452.6016
@ www.mhlaw.ca f& @mhlaw.ca  Q @MHLaw.ca
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Reston/Melita Chiropractic Clinic j;
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155 Summit St, Melita
Tues and Thurs 8:30a - 4:30p

Virden Eyecare Centre

Dr. David Cochrane | Dr. Julie Paradine
170 NELSON STREET WEST VIRDEN, MB
204.748.1094



OctoBER 3, 2025 VirDEN EMPIRE ADVANCE 15

Kenton Professional ~ Tess Stevenson

By Gerry Nolan
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Tess started kinder-
garten at Kenton Col-
legiate. She was one of
only four students in
her class. In grade six
she went to Hamiota
and completed her high
school education pro-
gramin 2013 at Hamiota
Collegiate. Tess said she
really loved her time
there, making lifelong
friends and playing all
kinds of sports and
joined most of the extra-
curricularactivities that
the school offered.

Tess then attended
Brandon University and
completed a science
degree with a major in
Mathematics and minors
in Biology and Psychol-
ogy.Atthattime, she was
not sure if she wanted
to be a teacher or an
occupational therapist.
She has always had a
heart for youth with dis-
abilities. Even though

Math was hard she sort
of fell in love with it and
eventually realized that
teaching was the right
place to be.

Along the way, she
worked as a tutor and
lab assistant in differ-
ent Math courses which
confirmed she wanted to
be a Math teacher.

After completing her
science degree, she
stayed at Brandon Uni-
versity to finish her
educational degree in
the high school stream.
Tess first taught at Cro-
cus Plains in Brandon
before moving to Riv-
ers Collegiate Institute
where she has been ever
since teaching grade 10-
12 Math.

Tess teaches a variety
of Math courses and
works closely with stu-
dents with disabilities,
which is a passion of
hers. Tess is focusing
on inclusive education
which involves creating
learning environments

and experiences that
are accessible and sup-
portive for all students,
regardless of theirneeds
or abilities. She is on
track to complete the
program in 2026.

Tess has also had the
opportunity to work as
a test developer for the
grade 12 Mathematics
Provincial exam.

The biggest influ-
ences in choosing her
career were her parents
and her brother Adam,
also a high school Math
teacher who made math
fun and made sense to
her. Her brother Adam
was also a major influ-
ence in her life. Adam
passed away in 2012.
He had a disability that
made every day unique
and exciting and really
deepened her love for
being around people
with disabilities. Adam
inspired so many people
who worked with him.
Wanting to work with
people like Adam played

PCs file Election Financing
Act complaint against NDP
in Court of King's Bench

Submitted
BY PC MaNITOBA

with the Commissioner of Elections.
PCs have now taken the unpreced-

WINNIPEG — Official Oppos-

ented step of filing the complaintin

ition Leader Obby Khan took the
unprecedented step today of filing
an applicationin the Court of King’s
Bench against Premier Wab Kinew
and his NDP for their illegal actions
in the Spruce Woods byelection.
The complaint stems from a new
infrastructure promise made by the
premier, which came during the
byelection blackout period.
“Announcing a new highway pro-
ject during an election campaign is
a direct breach of Section 92 of the
Election Financing Act,” said Khan.
“Governing parties are prohibited
from making such promises because
it tilts the playing field in their fa-
vour. Yetagain, the premier seems to
believe that the rules don’t apply to
him—rolling out an infrastructure
pledge just days before the byelec-
tion, clearlyaimed at swaying voters.”
The recent action stems from a so-
cial media post made by the premier
on Aug. 21 in which he promises
to “fix” a section of Highway 2 in
the Spruce Woods constituency, in
response to a commitment made by
the NDP candidate a day earlier dur-
ing a debate. Immediately following
the violation, PCs filed a complaint

the Court of King’s Bench because
of how egregious the violation of
the Election Financing Act is. And
it might not be the only violation.

“I would like to know whether
government resources were used to
produce the social media post,”said
Khan. “You cannot use Executive
Council staff or governmentresour-
ces to produce the video. That also
violates the Elections Act by using
taxpayers’ money in the midst of a
byelection to promote a partisan
agenda. Who shot that video and
how was it produced?”

PCs are seeking a Justice’s dec-
laration that Premier Wab Kinew
and the NDP breached and violated
the Act.

“I will always stand up for Mani-
tobans,” said Khan. “Wab Kinew
and his NDP think election laws
don’t apply to them. They think
they’re above the law and can do
whatever they want. Announcing
new spending programs near the
end of a byelection is a clear

violation, and we’re asking the
Court of King’s Bench for a dec-
laration that Wab Kinew and the
NDP are in violation of the Election
Financing Act.”

a big part in why Tess
wanted to become a
teacher.

Her family and espe-
cially her Mom played
a big part in her life
as she was the biggest
cheerleader and is one of
the greatestrole models!

Apart from teaching,
Tess just got married
to her husband Tyler
and they are excited to
be expecting their first
child in January.

In her free time, Tess
plays hockey, volleyball
and just recently loves
playing golf. She also
loves the mountains
and snowboarding. She
likes to travel as well, but
more than anything she
enjoys spending time
with people, beitata]ets
game, concerts, camping
or heading to the cabin.

Her future goals in-
clude continuing teach-
ing and once she com-
pletes her Master of
Education is to move
into a role that would
allow her work more
directly with students
that have disabilities, as

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Tess Stevenson with her husband Tyler and their

puppy, Lady.

wellsome day teaching at
the University level. Tess
is in her seventh year of
teaching and currently
teaches pre-calculus for
grades 10-12.

Tess has some advice
forgraduates today. Take
any opportunityyou can,
try things, participate in
anything you can and do
notbe afraid ifyour path
does not look exactly
how you first imagined
how it would look. One
lesson she learned was

to be resilient in the
unknown stages. You can
feel uncomfortable, but
it is actually one of the
most important places
to be. That is where
you grow the most. Sur-
round yourself with
good people, work hard
and find something you
are passionate about,
that will keep you mo-
tivated.

Really solid advice
from aremarkable young
lady!

Get a personalized plan.
Visit YourManitobaDentist.ca
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just for you. It’s fun, quick,
and all about you!

Take the Unique Smile Quiz
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Dental
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RCMP, tree costs before council
Council receives RCMP update on

local crime, reviews tree removal costs,
and considers funding applications for
community projects.

By Empire-Advance staff
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

RCMP report

Sgt. Amy Doan attended
the meeting and reported
that the detachment had 14
regular members in August
and dealt with 77 calls in
Virden, bringing the year-
to-date total to 722. This
marked an increase from 638
calls in 2024. She clarified
that many of the additional
callswere related to proactive
policing activities, such as
traffic enforcement, which
generate file numbers. Doan
added, “We did a check stop
just in the RM of Sifton...
For a two-hour period, we
generated 10 traffic of-
fenses.” She emphasized that
the numbers would be more
concerning ifthere had been
a sharp increase in assaults
or other serious crimes. The
call breakdown included 16
traffic offences, four mental
health-related calls, six dis-
turbance files, and several
offencesagainst people, such
as criminal harassment and
assault. Three prisonerswere
held in Virden during the
month.

The RCMP is actively
engaged in school safety
initiatives, with members
assigned to every school in
the Westman area.

Council raised concerns
about public safety, citing
a provincial survey show-
ing that nine out of 10
Manitobans view crime and
security as major issues. Sgt.
Doan said, “In the West-
man area...we're dealing
with the same prolific and
repeat offenders...I think
that’s a problem across the
country.” She explained that
RCMP strategies include
curfew checks and offender
management programs to
bring those who break the
conditions of their bail back
before the courts, though
ultimate decisions rest with
the justice system.

Coun. Savyinquired about
electronic ankle monitors for
offenders. Doan explained
that in Virden compliance
with curfews is monitored
directly by RCMP members
through physical checks.
She said, “We also are do-

ing offender management
initiatives as another one of
our crime priorities. So that
means thatwe’re generating a
police file to monitor people
who are on bail conditions in
the community.”
Finance

Councilreviewed payments
to G&M Tree Service, total-
ling more than $100,000 for
the removal of trees infected
with Dutch elm disease in
2023 and 2024. Although
some funding is received
from the province for Dutch
elm disease management,
it does not cover the full
cost. CAO Rhonda Stewart
explained that the province
is responsible for doing the
inventory and tagging trees
for removal. A provincial
crew removes the diseased
trees, a town crew does the
stump grinding.

AMM business

The Town’s resolution for
the fall convention has al-
ready been submitted. The
resolution concerns how
often they are required to
update their plan with the
Mid-West Planning District
a process they felt was un-
necessarily frequent and
expensive. Mayor Tina Wil-
liams said, “We did it for five
years and spent $70,000 for
no good reason.”

Funding applications

The Town will reapply
for the Manitoba Growth,
Renewal and Opportunities
for Municipalities grant
(Manitoba GRO). Thisis the
same fund they applied to
the previous year for airport
construction and fire station
projects, though they were
unsuccessful. The deadline
for the new application is
Oct. 6, and council passed
a motion of support.

Council reviewed a re-
quest for a letter of support
for an age-friendly grant
connected to the Toonie
Transportation program,
which had proven success-
ful and was being proposed
for renewal next year. The
program had recorded 452
passenger trips, including
six special trips to events
outside of town. Since a
sponsoring municipality was
required, council agreed to
act in that role again.

Councillor reports

Coun. Marc Savy reported
on multiple meetings and
events in September at-
tended by councillors. At
the Western Caucus meeting
a presentation from West-
ern Financial Management
about risk management em-
phasized the importance of
documenting staffactivities.
Savy said, “Keep reports
about everything that you
do. Ifyou clear a parking lot,
write thatdown. Ifsomething
happens the nextday, we can
show that we did clear the
parking lot.”

At the Westman Emer-
gency Group meeting a new
Emergency Social Servi-
ces (ESS) coordinator was
introduced and approved
to attend a January disaster
management conference.

Coun. Jessie Cruickshank
visited the newly renovated
library, and said, “It was
fantastic. Very white, very
clean.” She also attended the
Virden Employment Skills
Centre meeting where it was
determined that the AGM is
set for Nov. 12.

Mayor Tina Williams re-
ported on the opening of
the new Manitoba Agricul-
tural Services Corporation
(MASC) building that will
provide resources for the
surrounding area.

CAO Rhonda Stewart and
ACAOQO Jared Jaffrayattended
the Manitoba Municipal
Administrators Conference.
Stewartsaid, “I'd like to thank
council and staff for the cof-
fee party that we had when I
returned, in recognition of
my lifetime membership. It
was a pretty big honour for
me to receive that.”

Valleyview Co-op GM Dave
Wowk confirmed that demo-
lition of the Co-op C Store
will begin around October
6th, with access closures and
sidewalk repairs included in
the plan.

Stewart reported on prog-
resswith airportrenovations.
Lighting work is progressing
and AWOS isnearlyinstalled
(except for a freezing rain
sensor that may take up to
two years to deliver). Inspec-
tions and approvals have
been passed for other system
components.

= GLASSIFIEDS =

Wanted Service Auctions
Private collector FALL DUCT Online McSherry
|00king to huy CLEANING! Auction
firearms. Save big with our 3-in-1 Man Cave Auction
Complete Total Home Care Package. Tuesday, Oct. 28th
collections at 700 PM
e * Duct & Furnace Stonewall, MB
ammunition, Cleaning
estate assistance, * Dryer Vent Cleaning Vintage Service Gas Sation/
and hunting * Home Sanitization General Store, Red Indla'n Sign,
. Gas Pump, North Star Oil Rack,
related items. c Buffalo Ol Cans
all for your free quote! Over 300 lofs
Licensed and Jet Stream '
204-467-1858
Call or text Ph: 204-290-7966 or 204-886-7027
Rob at www,jetstreamductcleaning.com mcsherryltd@gmail.com
204-297-9223
For Sale Online McSherry
Auctions
For Sale
CASH FOR COINS, Estate & Moving
JEWELRY, GOLD, Oct.8th & Oct 15th
BATTERIES FOR SILVER & @ 7:00PM
EVERYTHING! PLATINUM!
50,000 BATTERIES Man Cave
IN STOCK BUYING ALL Oct.28th
*Auto *Farm *Truck COIN COLLECTIONS @ 7:00PM
*Construction *ATV Big & Small.
j‘AOtOnyCle *GC": Carts Also Numismatics, McSherryAuction.com
Rechargeables Tgols Rare Coins, Sets, 204-467-1858
*Computers *Medical Gold & Silver coins
*All phones *Chargers Nuggets, Sterling set's, or 204-886-7027
Marine "RV &more 0ld money, ROYAL mesherryltd@gmail.com
Shipping/Delivery avail. CANADIAN MINT
THE BATTERY MAN FRANKLIN MINT, US
139(\JN St. James St. MINT, Silver Dollars,
Innipeg World sets etc. h
TF 1-877-775-8271 orid sets efe What ha,ppens W.hen
www.batteryman.ca CALL TODD NOW! you don't advertise?
Ph: 204 - 904 - 9705 v
1 COME TO YOU! : ERY LlﬂLE'

Coming Events

Manitoba Women in

Agriculture & Food
Presents

October 9 2025
9:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Caboto Centre

1055 Wilkes Ave, Wpg.
Lunch, Free Parking
& Door Prizes!

Keynote Speaker:
Jill Verwey, Pres. Of KAP

Collaborative Networking,
Panel Discussion, Meet Peers
& Industry Leaders in person!

For info & to Register:
https://mwaf.ca/services/
mwaf-2025-summit/

Manitoba Community
Newspaper Association
Province Wide Classifieds

L =N
Cx—

N E—

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are
the sole responsibility of
the persons or entities that
post the advertisement, and
the Manitoba Community
NewspapersAssociationand
membership donotmake any
warranty as to the accuracy,
completeness, truthfulness
or reliability of such ad-
vertisements. For greater
information on advertising
conditions, please consult
the Association’s Blanket
Advertising Conditions on our
website at www.mcna.com.
URGENT PRESS RELEAS-
ES - Have a newsworthy
item to announce? An ex-
citing change in operations?
Thoughwe cannotguarantee
publication, MCNA will get
the information into the right
hands for ONLY $35.00 +
GST/HST. Call MCNA (204)
947-1691 for more informa-
tion. See www.mcna.com
under the “Types of Adver-
tising” tab for more details.

SELLING ONLINE? Online
ads not getting the results
that you wanted? Let us

help you book a blanket
classified ad! SELLING
SEEDSORLAND?HAVING
ANEVENT?Advertise! You
will be seen in the MCNA
Member Newspapers, in
over 368,000+ homes in
Manitoba. Please Call THIS
NEWSPAPER NOW to
book, or call MCNA at (204)
947-1691 for more details or
tobook ads. Take advantage
of our great pricing! MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association.
WWW.mcna.com
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage lender. Al
real estate types considered.
No credit checks done.
Deal direct with lender and
get quick approval. (403)
543-0927 www firstandse-
condmortgages.ca
WANTED

Wanted old advertising:
Dealership signs, service
station, gas pumps, globes,
oil cans, Red Indian, White
Rose, Buffalo, Husky, Ford,
GM, Dodge, Tire signs,
Coke, Pepsi etc. Call 306-
221-5908
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GLAODODINILUS

Help Wanted

Tender

Announcement

WIHLVERINE"

SUPPLIES

Wolverine Supplies is looking for an Administra-
tion Assistant to join our team. Main duties to
include directing calls and data entry. Must have
computer experience with Microsoft programs and
enjoy working with the public. A PAL (Possession
& Acquisition License), firearms knowledge and/or
experience is an asset but not required. Part-time
to Full time hours, wages to be determined. Please
send resumes to genn@wolverinesupplies.com

WIHLVERINE"

SUPPLIES

Are you interested in working in the outdoor in-
dustry? Do you have experience and knowledge of
hunting and shooting? If so, we may have a place
for you! Wolverine Supplies is looking to fill full
and part-time positions in sales. Must be comput-
er literate, enjoy working with the public and hold a
valid PAL or willing to obtain one. Wages based on
experience. Please send resumes to

genn@wolverinesupplies.com

ELKHORN

% RURAL MUNICIPALITY O F ﬁ g
Gl ONLACEGUDoopWORTE
L L —

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

BREAKFAST ROOM ATTENDANT

Comfort Inn and Suites, is now accepting applications
for a Breakfast Room Attendant (Part Time, 6:00 a.m.
until noon). We are seeking an outgoing individual look-
ing for part time work approximately 3 shifts per week
in our Breakfast Room. Restaurant experience is not
necessary but applicants should be friendly, motivated
and enjoy working with the public and meeting people
from all over!

We offer the top industry wages, hands on training,
flexible shifts, and a safe and fun work environment. We
are seeking applicants who are friendly, work well as part
of ateam and are reliable above all else! If you think this
is a fit for you we encourage you to send us a resume or
stop in and check us out in person!

By Email: dylan.clarke@stayatchoice.com

Or Drop Off at

Comfort Inn and Suites
380 Frontage Rd West,
Box 1210

Virden, MB

ROM 2C0
204-707-6020

EST. 2015

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AND RECREATION MANAGER

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a dynamic and community-oriented professional to join our

team as the Community Economic Development & Recreation Manager. This full-time management
position plays a key role in implementing the R.M.'s 2025—-2030 Strategic Plan by fostering economic growth,
supporting business development, leading communications strategies, and enhancing recreational services. The
successful candidate will oversee the development of a Recreation Plan, expand municipal programming, support
local organizations and community committees, and improve engagement through strategic marketing and

communication efforts.

Key Responsibilities

© Develop and implement an Economic Development Strategy aligned with the Strategic Plan
* Support Council-appointed Community Development Steering Committees

 Promote business investment readiness and support local business retention

e | ead the development of a municipal Recreation Plan and expand community programming
® Assist in tourism initiatives, land-use planning, and infrastructure readiness

e Research, apply for, and manage grants to support municipal initiatives

* Provide regular updates and strategic recommendations to Council

Qualifications

® Post-secondary education in Economic Development, Business, Recreation Management or related field
e Familiarity with rural economic development and recreation planning

e Experience in a similar role with grant writing, project coordination, and stakeholder engagement

e Completion of (or commitment to complete) the EDAM Community Edge program

o Valid driver’s license and willingness to travel regionally

OTHER OPENINGS LISTED:

e UTILITY OPERATOR

e | ANDFILL ATTENDANT (HARGRAVE/KOLA)

e PUBLIC WORKS

Interested candidates should submit a resume with 3 references by:
E-mail: info@wallace-woodworth.com
Mail/Drop-off: R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth Municipal Office
154023 PR 257 Box 2200 (Corner of 83 Hwy & PR 257) Virden, MB ROM 2C0

We appreciate your interest in this position.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
However, only those applicants chosen for an interview will be contacted.

LAND FOR SALE

BY TENDER

Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) has the following land for sale by tender:

RM of Two Borders

There are approximately 84.70 acres in tame hay with another 50.22
acres of native/natural grass. The remaining 24.8 acres are comprised
of small wetland basins, scattered throughout the property. Tame for-
age stand was sown/established in 2025. One existing dugout is present
within native pasture area. Property being sold subject to the registration
of a ‘No Break, No Drain’ Conservation Easement Agreement. Cultivation
of tame forage will be permitted once every 10 years for rejuvenation
purposes. No restrictions with respect to haying or grazing. One five-acre
parcel will be excluded from the Conservation Agreement to allow for

future building/yard site development.

Written sealed tenders are to be mailed or dropped off to the address
below. Please indicate ‘Land Tender - RM of Two Borders’ on envelope.
Bids may also be emailed to Ducks Unlimited at du_brandon@ducks.ca.
Be sure to place “Manitoba Land Tender Bid” in the email’s subject line.
Interested parties should rely on their own inspection of the property.
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. Property information
packages, including a sample copy of the Conservation Agreement are
available - call Scott Henowitch at 204-761-5106 to have one emailed

or mailed.

Tender Close on Friday October 27, 2025 at 4:00 PM.

Ducks Unlimited Canada
Land Tender

2-545 Conservation Drive
Brandon, MB RTA 7L8

SW 36-05-29 WPM

{(mcna
Response Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)

The ads blanket the
province and runin
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

159.72 acres

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

Public Notice

www.wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com

Visit our website

www.empireadvance.ca

NOTIC!
NTENTIC
GTOA BY
EW WAR

PUBLIC NOT!
ARDING THE INTENTION TG
[HIRD READING TO A BY-LAW
0 SET THE NUMBER OF MUNICIPAL COUN OR

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby
given pursuant to subsection
87(4) of The Municipal Act that
the Council of the Municipality
of Two Borders intends to give third reading to a by-
law establishing a new ward system for the purpose
of holding a municipal election.

The third reading of the byJaw to establish a new
ward system for the purpose of holding a municipal
election is scheduled to be given at the next regular
meeting of Coundil to be held in the Council
Chambers of the Municipality of Two Borders, at
138 Main Street, Melita, Manitoba on October 16,
2025, at 7:15 p.m.

Copies of the bylaw to establish a new ward system
for the purpose of holding a municipal election
are available for review and may be examined by
any person on our website at www.twoborders.ca or
upon request at the municipal office, at 138 Main
Street, Melita, Manitoba during regular business
hours.

Grace Carr
Chief Administrative Officer
Municipality of Two Borders

October 3, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby

given pursuant to subsection

79(4) of The Municipal Act that

the Council of the Municipality

of Two Borders intends to give third reading to a
by-law to set the number of municipal councillors.

The third reading of the by-law to set the number
of municipal councillors is scheduled to be given at
the next regular meeting of Council to be held in
the Council Chambers of the Municipality of Two
Borders, at 138 Main Street, Melita, Manitoba on
October 16, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.

Copies of the by-law to set the number of municipal
councillors are available for review and may be
examined by any person on our website at www.
twoborders.ca or upon request at the municipal
office, at 138 Main Street, Melita, Manitoba during
regular business hours.

Grace Carr
Chief Administrative Officer
Municipality of Two Borders

October 3, 2025
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RM Council reviews LUD projects, physician recruitment
Council approves $1.27M in expenses, sells generator for $10K

By Dale Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Attheir Sept. 23 meet-
ing Wallace-Woodworth
council discussed dis-
posal of an old gener-
ator motor from water
system booster station
one. The open tender
process only received
one offer of $10,000.
The sale was approved.

Accounts were ap-

proved totaling
$1,271,090.70, includ-
ing checks, direct de-
posits, and electronic
fund transfers. Finan-
cial statements for the
eight-month period
ending Aug. 31 includ-
ed seasonal expenses
such as gravel hauling,
roadside mowing, water
treatment plantrepairs,
water line work, and
sewer repairs.

A one-year warranty
walkthrough for the
Elkhorn RTM childcare
facility took place on
Sept. 18. Representa-
tives from the builder
and from council com-
piled a list of issues,
and Reeve Clayton Can-
art said, “Certainly if
something goes wrong
between now and the
one-year warranty per-
iod they will cover it.”

MJHL SEASON UPDATE

IMMIFIL [Rlock=y
DEREK HoOLTOM

A lot of talk has oc-
curred since the courts
opened a path for WHL
and other major junior
hockey players to make
the jump to the NCAA
hockey level — a path
previously denied to
them.

This decision has
caused no end of re-
assessments on how
junior hockey works,
and howjunior A hockey
will be affected.

In the past playing
junior A hockey was
the only true path in
Canada to earning that
coveted NCAA schol-
arship. Now, with the
WHL being the truest
path to the NCAA level,
what road lies ahead
to for junior A hockey
players?

The answer appears
to be, according to play-
ers, the CIS or Canadian
University level.

Less prestigious and
frankly older than the
NCAA, the CIS path was
previously adestination
for two sorts of players
— WHL or major junior
players who opted not
to or were notable to go
pro, and high-end jun-
ior A players who didn’t
go the NCAA route.

The WHL previously
prided themselves on
offering their graduates
one year of university
for every year they
played junior hockey.
Thatlist wasn’t actually

that large — the best
went professional, and
from the rest,youhad to
find players who actually
wanted to play university
hockey (and not, for
example, go geta trade,
earn a bunch of money,
and play senior hockey).

Now, with more WHL
players likely jumping
to the NCAA level, that
should open up more
spotsforjunior A hockey
players. At least that’s
how the players them-
selves see it.

“I'think with the chan-
ges, it will be harder for
(junior A) players to get
to the (NCAA) level,”
said Aidan Herring,
captain for the Wayway-
seecappo Wolverines.
“But I do think it opens
up a lot more spots at
Canadian universities,
so that’s a new way for
players at this level to
move up.”

His thoughts were
echoed byafellow MJHL
captain from Wayway’s
expansion cousins.

“I think with more
guys going to the NCAA
from (major junior),
that’s a better route for
them,” says Riley Fequet
from the Swan Valley
Stampeders. “I think for
guyslike me who want to
play in Canada for CIS
(Canadian University),
this clears the way a bit
for guys like us.”

So things are in flux,
but junior A players still

see a path forward. A
new alignmentis taking
place, but the MJHL is
stilla place for players to
advance and make it to
the nextlevel. It remains
to be seen if it plays out
the way they see, but the
math adds up.

The first MJHL Play-
ers of the Week were
recently announced,
with two of the three
winners coming from
the East Division.

The first winner is
forward Griffin Krone
from the Selkirk Steel-
ers. In a pair of games
Krone had three goals
and four assists for seven
points in two games
against the lowly Win-
nipeg Monarchs.

The second winner is
goaltender Chris Quizi
from the Steinbach Pis-
tons. Quizi won both of
hisstarts, postinga 2.00
GAA and a .926 save
percentage.

Finally, forward Lo-
gan Paquette from the
Neepawa Titans was
honoured thanks to his
two goal, two assist effort
in two games.

The first four suspen-
sions of the year are
out, headlined by Cole
Babych from the Selkirk
Steelers who earned an
early three-game sus-
pension for spearing.

The other three sus-
pensions were all one
game. Two were handed
out for checking from
behind - Nathan Forster
from the Winnipeg Mon-
archs and Luke Macken-
zie from the Niverville
Nighthawks. The final
suspension went to San-
dro Dell’Acqua from the
Winnipeg Monarchs for
being the aggressor.

The main concern iden-
tified was drainage,
which councilintends to
addresswith the builder.
Overall, no major prob-
lems were reported.

Jack Lewis has been
hired for the caretaker
position at the Elkhorn
Post Office building and
Municipal Office.

LUD update

In Kenton, the side-
walk project on Corn-
wall St. was expected
to be completed by
month’s end. New com-
munity signs have been
installed along Highway
21, receiving positive
feedback. The new play
structure is nearly fin-
ished, with photos circu-
lating online. The Ken-
ton Museum fundraiser
hasbeen successful, and
the board expressed ap-
preciation to the RM for
its support.

The Elkhorn LUD
manager is seeking
quotes for installing an
automatic accessibility

door at the post office,
following aresident’s re-
quest. Other discussions
covered gopher control
documentation to be
submitted to the prov-
ince, potential reloca-
tion of the municipal
shed and progress on
installing new security
cameras. Future LUD
meetings will be moved
to evenings, with ses-
sions scheduled for the
third Monday of each
month at 7 p.m.
Committee reports
Councillor MacDon-
ald reported on phys-
ician recruitment and
retention. She said,
“Currently there are six
doctors with one away
on holidays right now
at the clinic. We have
six doctors, but we are
funded for nine spots.”
A medical student was
also scheduled for a
one-month placement.
The recent doctor re-
cruitmentand retention
retreat held in Brandon

was well-organized and
had strong representa-
tion from Pipestone,
Sifton, Wallace-Wood-
worth, and Virden. A
local display booth was
set up with prizes and a
slideshow presentation.

Councillor Barb
Stambuski attended
the Trans Canada West
Planning meeting and
said, “We talked about
having an AMM resolu-
tion about the province
forcing us to have a
review every five years,
and not an internal re-
view, having an external
review, which costs us
big money and achieves
nothing.”

Councillor Lacha-
pelle reported that
plans are underway to
organize Handi-Van
trips for seniors to Oil
Caps games at a reason-
able cost. He said, “The
van’s been running 100
percent. We may have a
possible volunteer spare
driver now.”

DON’T PAY TO
HAUL AWAY.

With Efficiency Manitoba’s Appliance Recycling
Program, we’ll pick up, recycle, and give you
$30 for your old working fridge or freezer.

There are lots of benefits to participating:

@ You'll save on your monthly energy bill.

@ You'll get $30 for each working fridge or freezer you recycle.

@ We'll recycle up to 95% of your appliance and you'll
feel good knowing it doesn’'t end up in the landfill.

@ While we're at your home, we can also

haul away your old dehumidifier, window air

conditioner, bar fridge, or bar freezer for free.

BOOK YOUR PICK-UP TODAY.
efficiencyMB.ca/ApplianceRecycling \
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Barbecue, brave stories, displays mark Orange Shirt Day

The aroma of the barbecue
wasinviting asdried fall leaves
fluttered from the trees in
Victoria Park. Community folks and then students, many with
orange shirts, attended the Orange Shirt Day commemoration
there on Friday, Sept. 26.

The event included displays, speakers and dancers and was
kicked off with a noon community barbecue made possible by
sponsors including Tundra Oil & Gas, Valleyview Co-op, Old
Dutch Chips, CD Oil Service and the Empire-Advance.

A taste of Indigenous cooking included Bannock, corn soup,
and berries. Nearly a dozen cooks worked hard all morning
creating these treats.

Schools of Fort La Bosse were all invited but mainly it was
Virden schools in attendance.

A young mother, Kitania Flamand-Starr with her daughter
Latisha in her arms attended Orange Shirt Day in the park.
Members of Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, they live in Brandon.
Kitania says she knows the history behind her Dakota heritage
including the hard parts.

“Imostlyknowthe history ofit. Imostlygrewupin Sioux Valley
for like 12 years. I know I have some family that are survivors.”

Thelarge photoboard displayshowsgroupshotsofresidential
school students, kids of all ages with farm animals. It looks like
an interesting part of their school experience; however, these
children are separated from their parents, family, language and
culture. It strikes a chord with Kitania and she responds saying,
“I grew up without my parents for 21 years.....” Her parents had
addictions. She was taken into foster care at three months old.

Now, she’s attending Orange Shirt Day in support of her
family. She said, “I'm mostly close to my family because I want
to learn more history about what happened.”

Remembering and sharing the past

After students had an opportunity to see the displays, Trisha
Hayward, Education Director for Canupawakpa Dakota Nation
and Organizer of Orange Shirt Day, stepped to the stage and
spoke about the origins of the Orange Shirt symbol, shared her

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

PHOTOS BY ANNE DAVISON
Elders of Canupawakpa, survivors of residential school, prepare to speak to the
crowd gathered in Victoria Park. Organizer, Trisha Hayward is at the podium.

link toa painful pastandintro-
duced five elders who were
residential school survivors.

Phyllis Webstad, founder of
the Orange Shirt Society, was
six in 1973. She was sent to
her first day at the St. Joseph
Mission residential school in Williams Lake, B.C. dressed in a
bright orange shirt that her grandmother bought for her.

Upon arriving at the school, her new clothes (including the
orange shirt) were taken away, and she never got them back.

Hayward explained to the studentaudience thatshe had met
Phyllis and heard her story. “This experience left her feeling
that her feelings didn’t matter, and that she didn’t matter. The
orange shirt hassince become a symbol of the loss, trauma, and
resilience of residential school survivors.”

Hayward went on to say, “My grandmother was a survivor.
She attended the Elkhorn Residential School... just down the
road from us.”

Elkhorn’s school was one of the firstindustrial schoolsin the
province, operating from the late 1800s to 1949.

“Like many other schools, it was part of a system designed
to remove Indigenous children from their families, language,
and culture.... Survivors like my grandma carried those scars
throughout their lives, and it’s
our responsibility to honor
their resilience and ensure
these truths are never forgot
ten.”

Five survivorsfrom Canupa-
wakpa - Linda Eastman who
works at Virden Junior High
and at Goulter School, Gloria
Eastman, Mervyn Demas,
Reg Bell, and Wilson Brown —
sharedabouttheirexperiences.
There were good times, like

4th annual Black Gold
promises quality cattle show

Dancers conclude Orange Shirt Day in Victoria Park on Friday, Sept. 26. Here,
the youngest dancers from Canupawakpa are wear colourful outfits, stepping
in rhythm with the drummers.

hockey games. And despite harsh mistreatment, even abuse,
the desire to get an education was also instilled, several noted.
Some lost their language. But not Linda Fastman. Linda at-
tended Birtle Residential School for five years.

She’s taught Dakota language for many years within Virden
Junior High and Goulter schools. Part of her trauma led to a
fear of principals. But several principals, starting with Michael
Thiessen, then Don Nahachewsky helped her past that. They
“showed interest in our culture and language, which made it
really, really, really good - that someone is interested, like a
principal. And then now today, Mrs. Ramsey, when I see her in
the hallway, I just feel very comfortable....”

Linda doesn’t want any student to go through the fear she
experienced and her purpose in the school is to support In-
digenous students. “I just want to instill pride in their language
and their culture, and to be proud of who they are and where
they come from.”

By Empire-Advance staff
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

On Saturday, Oct. 4, the 2025 version
of the Black Gold cattle show comes to
the Virden Ag grounds.

Dr. Everett More, a member of the
show committee, described the eventas,
“an opportunity for a show and we have
the facilities. The cattle coming here,
by in large, are heading to big shows
later this fall (Agribition and Ag-Ex).”

They expect just over 100 head from
all over southwestern Manitoba and as
far away as Edam, Sask. (north of Re-
gina). The show has been moved a week
later and More notes that may be for
the best with the late harvest this year.

Mostofthese calves have never left the
farm, but organizers have corral panels
installed to prevent escapes.

The three show judges are Dr. Chris-
tine Ewert-Hill of Carnduff, Sask., Cole
Oliver of Melita and Keith Overand of
Virden.

The calves will be shown in groups of
about eight head with the top two from
each group going to the semi-finals, win-
ning money as they move up. The final
showdown will be a four-head contest
with show champion winning $750 and
reserve $500.

There will be classes foryearlingsand
a futurity class where calves shown last
year return to compete.

The show committee includes: Cody
Renz (chair), Everett More, Greg Tough,
AmandaScott, Trevor Nolan and Naomi
Best.

There’s no charge to come and see
some great young cattle of all breeds this
Saturday. Theshowgetsgoingat 10:30am.

REBATES FOR QUALIFYING
WINDOWS & DOORS

To qualify for a rebate, choose:

@ ENERGY STAR® certified models
@ At least triple pane glass
(where applicable)

Apply for your rebate within 90 days
of product install and payment in full.

EFFICIENCY
SA MANITOBA

Learn more at
efficiencyMB.ca/WindowsAndDoors.
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From the prairies to the highlands 204 - part 5

By Gerry Nolan
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Now for the rest of the story of the
Hunterston castle.

Madame Pauline Hunter is the cur-
rent Laird of Hunterston castle. She is
the fifth female to hold the title. Itis a
lifetime commitment, and she also has
to name a successor who will succeed
her upon her death, but the Lord Lion
Doctor Josef Morrow has the final say.

The last piece of the Wallace Oak rests
in the bottom floor of the castle. William
Wallace was chained to this tree before
being executed. In 1992 the tree blew
down in a storm. And the Hunter Clan
became the proud keeper, preserving
this piece of history.

The roof trusses of the castle are in-
teresting, as not a single nail was used,
amazing!

We also encountered the youngest
Hunter Knight while we were exploring
the castle, Sir Bowen!

The craftsmanship of the time it was
built is outstanding, this is a marvelous
castle. To thinkitstillstands todayis mind
boggling. Housesin Canadanowhere last
the test of time like this castle.

One thingIobserved was thatScotland
preserves their history, unlike Canada
who tear it down or destroy the work our
forefathers did.

There is a garden just a few steps away

Tree

from the castle. As we approached the
gate leading into the garden, our guide
had to unlock the heavy gate, which
opensinto a beautiful, landscaped area.
Such beauty! There were flowers, shrubs
and fruit trees with several places to
stop, sit and rest while appreciating the
absolute stunningview. Surrounding the
garden was a ten-foot-high stone wall
to keep trouble out. Also in the garden
were vegetables. In the early days food
was scarce, so the people relied on the
Hunters to bring in wild game to the
table. Berries were also very common,
but potatoes were not introduced to
Scotland until the early 1700s, so they
relied on meat.

It was time to say our goodbyes to
Hunterston castle, so we loaded up our
bus and had our roll call. We headed to
our next stop, lunch at Piersland House
hotel where we had a great lunch over-
looking a garden of flowers and shrubs.

The memory of the Hunterston castle
is still deeply entrenched in my mind. I
was blown away to think thata structure
builtsolong ago could remain so beauti-
ful. Everything there was neat and tidy,
so cared for. One other thing about the
garden was that it was manicured to
perfection. Our hosts were fantastic and
shared their stories and answered all of
our questions. This is one of the best
memories of the trip. For me, leaving
was bittersweet as I just loved it there. I
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Bowen Thornitt, great grandson of Donna Hunter, dressed as a strong Scotland

warrior at Hunterston castle.

was excited to go on our trip, butI think
a bit of me stayed at that castle. I still get
alittle choked up just thinking about it.

That evening back at the church we
ordered pizza and just relaxed. With so
much to see and take in each day, we just
needed to unwind. This was the second
evening of musical chairs.

The nextdaywe were all excited tovisit
David Caldwell, Donald Caldwell’sfather.

We know your land matters to you, your family,
your business, and your future. Our Habitat
Conservation Specialists will work with you, so
your land keeps working for you

David and hislate wife Jean farmedin the
Kenton area for a number of years, so I
was happy to be able to visit with David.
David used to come to poker nightat the
Kenton Legion and always entertained
the folks there, be it a story or a joke,
and of course with a pint!

Next week we will visit Port Patrick
and hope we do not hear the bagpipes,
because this may happen to you.

Contact your local specialist to learn more.

Carol Graham

(204) 821-4943
cgraham@mbhabitat.ca



	vea_20251003_A20_01
	vea_20251003_A20_02
	vea_20251003_A20_03
	vea_20251003_A20_04
	vea_20251003_A20_05
	vea_20251003_A20_06
	vea_20251003_A20_07
	vea_20251003_A20_08
	vea_20251003_A20_09
	vea_20251003_A20_10
	vea_20251003_A20_11
	vea_20251003_A20_12
	vea_20251003_A20_13
	vea_20251003_A20_14
	vea_20251003_A20_15
	vea_20251003_A20_16
	vea_20251003_A20_17
	vea_20251003_A20_18
	vea_20251003_A20_19
	vea_20251003_A20_20

