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History steps off the page in
Ed James' presentations

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Ed James poses at a street parade with a First World War ambulance restored by the late Rollie Clegg of Arrow River,

MB now on display at Prairie Mountain Museum (Shoal Lake).

Associal trendsride the cresting
wave of technology and modern
thought, historians help keep us
humble, providing a connection between the ever changing
present and our foundations.

Elkhorn’s Ed James is a collector, but he’s more than that.
Using hislarge collection of military items-weaponry, uniforms,
authentic wartime letters, gadgets and gizmos of army life - as
props, he has awakened audiences to stark realities of the life

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE ADVANCE

and times of Canadians at war.

For over 25 years James’ moving presentations have educated
and inspired school kids, Remembrance Day crowds and crowds
at community events.

James was born and raised in Halifax, N.S., one of Canada’s
oldest historic cities. He pursued several careers there until, with a
teaching degreein hisbriefcase, thefederalgovernmenthired him
toteachinanIndigenousschoolatGod’sLake Narrows, Manitoba.

read more about Ed James on page 3...
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Cheering on a hometown hero

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The whole community of Elkhorn is honouring Travis Sanheim, who is on Canada's
Olympic Men's Hockey Team.

Correction:
RE: Journey for Sight

Please note, in the issue for Feb. 6, 2026 on the cover, the Journey for
Sight event took place on January 24, not January 31 as mentioned in the
cutline below the photo.

New to
Virden

The Virden Empire
Advance is pleased
to announce that in
partnership with Rob
Waddell
(@shoestringpicker
on Instagram) we
have opened an Art
Gallery at the Virden
Empire Advance
building.

Come in Monday to
Friday 9-4 to see our
offering of beautifully
framed reasonably
priced pieces including
oils, water colours

and prints. We have
added a number of
antiques, fine china
and curiosities!

305 Nelson St,
Virden
204-748-3931

Ivens an ancestor of
Margaret Trudeau

PHOTO BY VIRDEN PIONEER HOME MUSEUM

In the photo: Back row (L-R) Rose, Charles and Louise; frontrow L-R: Elsie, Charles

Howe Ivens and Katie.

By Empire-Advance Staff
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

In a recent post, Virden Pioneer
Home Museum’s manager, Jenn Jaffray,
shares a juicy detail — the grandmother
of Margaret Trudeau, wife of the late
Pierre Elliott Trudeau and great-grand-
mother of former prime minister Justin
Trudeau was born in Virden.

Jaffray posts, “Pierre’s wife Margaret
has extensive Manitoba roots. Mar-
garet was born in British Columbia.
Margaret’s grandmother was Rose
Edith Ivens. Rose was born in 1891 in
Virden. Her parents were Charles Howe
Ivens and Julia Webb. There are a few
members of The Ivens family buried
in the Virden Cemetery. Rose married
Thomas Kirkpatrick Bernard. Rose is
Justin Trudeau’s great-grandma.”

Source: ancestry.ca & Findagrave.
com

Empire-Advance owner Christine
Waddell also shares a connection to
the Ivens family and Justin Trudeau’s
great-grandmother. She says: “I reread
Binding Our Districts, which has the
history of the Ivens family. In the 1880s,
two cousins both named Charles Ivens,
moved to the Bosshill district west of
Virden. To differentiate between the
cousins, one had been in the militiaand
was always known as Colonel Ivens, the
other was called Infant Ivens.”

Christine says, “The bestIcan discern
is that this cousin (Infant Ivens) of my
great-grandfather is the great-grand-
father of Margaret (Sinclair) Trudeau.
The Infant Ivens family moved to the
west coast early on as farming did not
work out for them.”

(Binding Owur Districts, Jeffrey,
Thomas and Janet history Pages 510-
512 submitted by Thomas Jeffrey)
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Elkhorn's Ed James a great
history teacher

Continued fiom page 1

Back in Halifax, in his Gr. 11 year, he
acquired a taste for study of the past, an
appetite that he took with him.

“I've always been interested in history
because of a very keen teacher back in
high school. It wasn’t until I got here, in
Manitoba, that I had an opportunity to
touch base with people who were involved
with history, to find historical artifacts.”

After three years teaching in the north,
then McAuley, Elkhorn and Virden
schools, it was upon retirement in 2001
that James began to represent historical
characters. His wardrobe of military uni-
forms and knowledge bolstered by his
own large library, James brought history
to view in parades throughout Westman
and Brandon in his army style jeep.

Challenged to share

With a penchantfor collecting, one day
atthe largestgun showin Manitoba he felt
the challenge to share Canada’s history
more broadly.

He said, “People would come up to me
and tell me stories, and I would correct
them or help them out.” He began to
notice that young Canadians’ knowledge
of military history was sketchy at best and
said to himself, “I've got to do something
about this.’

“I had this young fella come up, and he
was absolutely sure...that his great-great-
grandfather had won the Victoria Cross
at Little Bighorn.”

James had more than a cursory know-
ledge of Canada’s war efforts. His identity
wasshaped when, asawee lad of 5,in 1951
his father Charles James joined up at the
height of the Korean Conflict. Ed writes
about it in the Empire-Advance, Nov. 5
2021 issue:

“For the next 22years, being left behind

wasacommon occurrence,asthe postings
were considered unsuitable forfamily.” His
father also served in Laos and Vietnam as
partofthe United Nations Truce Commis-
sion. Charles was also among Canadians
sent to Gaza Strip to keep the peace, that
isuntil the Six Day War broke out between
Israel and surrounding Arab states.

“My father’s unit and other U.N. Peace
Keeping Units were quickly evacuated....
My father remembers, as they were leaving
out the front door of their barracks, the
locals were coming in the back doors and
taking everything of value left behind....”

And so, military life was burned into
his soul.

Butsoldiering wasn’t the life for Ed. He
says, “I spent some time in the militia and
the cadets... Mybrotherwasin the military
and otherfamily members, I knewitwasn’t
for me. It just wasn’t my mindset.”

Lest we forget

Yet, hisdeeprespectforveteran’sservice
hastaken him towartime historylocations
around the world, including the sands of
Juno Beach.

“T was in Normandy for the 75th an-
niversary.” James shared this thrilling visit
in an Empire-Advance story.

“I took part in the celebrations. I got to
meetRichard Romer. [He] flewaMustang
over Juno Beach on June the 6th, 1944.
When I met him and he saw that I was in
a Canadian uniform I said, ‘I'm writing
stories from Canada’s experience.” He
was sitting on the edge of a counter, and
he just took my arm and pulled me down
and said, ‘sit next to me, son.” And I had
the most wonderful interview with him.
Somebody who was actually there.

“That makes history come alive.”

James continueshishistoricrole play for
audiencesin Saskatchewan, and through-

Toonie Transportation

SUBMITTED PHOTO
This month, the Toonie Transportation went for lunch at the Alexandra Hotel
on February 4, and will provide transportation on February 18 to the Princess
Lodge, featuring cowboy music and poetry by Ed Brown, and will provide
transportation to St Paul’s United Church on February 24 for the Sing-Along
with Dianne Liefso and Jacqueline Mooney. Getting ready to jump on the bus
are Brenda Lund and Sandra Nash.

A portion of Ed’s camera collection.

out Manitoba. “An Air Gunner with the
RCAF” sees James as Flight Sergeant Bill
Brown, a Westman high school graduate
in 1938 who became an air gunner in a
Halifax Bomber over Europe in WWIL.

Other presentations include: “Convoy
Duty in the North Atlantic,” “Life in the
Trenches,” “Seven Years a Soldier,” “Mail
from Home,” and “The Holocaust, a Jour-
ney of Horror and Hope.”

In “T am a Victim” James portrays 10
individuals affected by war - soldiers on
bothsidesofthe conflict,agrieving parent,
a Holocaust survivor, a U.N. Peacekeeper,
an aboriginal warrior and a RCL Veteran.

He guesses that he’s done as many as 75
re-enactments.

Proud of the renowned Manitoba An-
tique Automobile Museum in Elkhorn,
and being an educator atheart, James has
played the one-room schoolteacher when
school classes visit the Archie School on
Elkhorn’s museum grounds.

Look and listen

Having worked in a photographic stu-
dio in Halifax, capturing images became
another passion that led to building a
photography studio in the basement of
hisandwife Margret’shistoric brickhome.
He’s amassed a vast camera collection
and presents “A Hundred Year History
of Photography” featuring a turn of the
century photographer in period dress.
Using antique equipment, he explains
how photography brought about great

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

social changes.

But music was front and centre for
the Halifax kid who found his niche as a
drummer. “I played rock and roll all over
the Maritimes. I had alot of fun and made
a lot of money,” says James, reflecting on
his young days.

With a chest of thousands of vinyl LP
records, some 78s and the small 45s he’s
equipped to present, “The Music that
Helped Win the War” bringing original
music and stories of the war years that
helped us through those dark times.” He
now specializes as a vinyl DJ for seniors’
events.

Auvisit to Ed and Margaret James’ home
isfascinating. You'll find Nancy Drew and
the Hardy Boysbooks, Aboriginalartifacts
and Titanic memorabilia. Ofhis Bluenose
models he says, “As it would happen, in
high school, one of the guys in my class
- his father was Victor Olin, owner of the
Blue Nose I1.”

Completewith the originaldoorbell, the
James’s historic home, The Brotherhood
House,wasbuiltin 1911 for the firstbanker
in Elkhorn. Rowland Henderson Brother-
hood came to town in 1904, as manager of
the Canadian Bank of Commerce.

Ed James’ ordered display of artifacts
goes far beyond what’s mentioned here.
He refers to himself as a storyteller with
a purpose: “If you don’t remember your
history, you're going to lose it and repeat
the same mistakes over again.”

the Annual Lenore Bonspiel!

= Allan and Brenda Hill = JGL

= Barry and Kathy
Routledge

= Boston Pizza

* Chicken Chef

= Long Shot

= Core Ag

= Corex

= Fountain Tire = Piston Ring
= Foxtail Hauling = RF Now

= Fusion Credit Union

= Garry Simmon

= Geordie and MayAnne
McWhirter

= Great Western Tong

= Greg and Lynn Alexander

= Guild Insurance

= Heartland Livestock

= [rene Draper

Alexander

WJ You 6/)0%@44

The Lenore Curling Club would like to thank all
of our sponsors for their generous donations to

= Arnold and Roberta Bailey < Jonathon Hodson
= Larry and Jeanette Logan

= Masson Accounting

< Neilson Seeds

= Oak Lake Golf Course

« Parrish and Heimbecker

« RCL Texas Holdem

« Rea and Linda Kinnaird
= Renards Meat Services
« Robert and Dianne

= Robert Bailey

= Routledge Farms

« Routledge QOilfield

= Strike Welding Specialities

Many thanks to all the volunteers for the hours of work done each year.

= Sunrise Credit Union

= Swift Oilfield

= Tim and Cheryl Hill

= Tralle Works Ltd

= Tundra Oil and Gas

= Valleyview Co-op

= Virden Ag and Parts

= VVirden Animal Hospital

= Virden Ford

= VVirden Mainline Motors

= Virden Recreation and
Watersports

= Whyte’s Lumber

= Wolverine Supplies

= Woodworth Dodge

= Woodworth Fire
Department

= Woodworth Trucking
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By Chad Carpenter

Get ready for local elections

sweare justgettinginto 2026,
it’s a good time to review our
options about local council

elections. Our small group of three
family owned newspapers, the Nee-
pawa Banner & Press, the Rivers
Banner and the Virden Empire-
Advance collectively cover 24 towns
and municipalities and seven school
divisions.

This fall is election time and the
big day will be October 28, 2026.
It’s time for prospective candidates
to start thinking about their candi-
dacy. It’salso time for voters to start
encouraging good people to run for
office. Why is it so important? It’s
because our local school boards
and councils affect our lives more
than any otherlevel of government.
More than the federal and prov-
incial government and more than
the difficulties that may come our
way from international affairs. In
real estate they say, location, loca-
tion, location. In politics it’s local,
local, local?

A person that I often check with
about my columns had a good
suggestion. He said, “Ask folks to
organize a committee, a group or
circle of friends who would talk
to voters to promote the best or
favourite candidate”. That way
they could get really involved in
the political process.

In a recent letter released to the
public, Courtney Kosteski, CAO
for the RM of Gilbert Plains asked
all councillors and members of the
public to be more civil.

She said, “Many good, experi-
enced CAOs are leaving the profes-
sion. Not because they don’t care,
but because the job has become
increasingly difficult to sustain.
Ongoing negativity, public hostility,
name-calling, and personal attacks
— often played out loudly on social
media — take a real toll.” Kosteski

GCENTRE

RIGHTJINATEIE

KEN W ADDELL

Criticize ideas —
not people

set out eight principles for better
results in municipal matters.

1.Criticize ideas — not people
2.Understand roles and limats

3. Pause before posting

4. Ask questions before assuming intent
5. Use proper channels

0. Respect that public servants are
human

7. Recognize positive work

8. Model the behaviour you expect

Following those principles would
go a long way towards better gov-
ernance.

In one way or another, I have
observed or been involved with
municipal politics for over 50 years
and I believe that local politics is
both more complicated and more
difficult than I have ever seen it.
Many years ago, a municipal reeve
said all that the RMs had to worry
aboutwas gravellingand upgrading
the roads in the summer and plow-
ing the roads in the winter. I don’t
think it was ever that simple in
the past but it is far beyond that
today. Senior levels of government
have off-loaded responsibilities for

everythingfromroads and drainage
to health care. And every off-load
brings its own costs and trouble.
While there is a lot of stress and
even conflict in municipal and
school administration, well run
councils and boards are essential.

There’s an old rural adage about
voting-Ifyou don’t vote, don’t com-
plain. As voting percentages fall,
and they are dropping, it seems
that the non-voters are in two cat-
egories. The first group don’t vote
but they still complain a lot. The
second group don’t vote and don’t
say much. Quite frankly, neither
group is much use to the functioning
of our democracy. It is amazing to
me that people don’t vote. Possibly
we are way too comfortable, maybe
there are other reasons.

We have a number of months to
bring changes or improvements to
our communities, don’t miss that
chance

Disclarmer: Theviews expressed in this
column are the writer’s personal views and
are not to be taken as being the view of

the newspaper staff.

IHOMEBGODIES;

RITA FRIESEN

And then there
were four...

Zippo, a kitten, has been added to the household.
It’s been a very long time since I have shared my
home with a cat. On the farm there usually was at
least one house cat, on the acreage we had two - Ed
was concerned that with our busy schedules one cat
would get lonely, so we got two. Poots and Boots lived
long and were great mousers, they had the run of the
house and the yard. They played well with children
and controlled the moles in the garden. They got old
and we quietly released them from this world before I
needed to move to town.

Way backin late August this wee little mischief maker,
a true tabby, joined our household. (Her name, Zippo,
1s from the distinct orange flame on her forechead.)
Andit’s never been the same! Actuallyit’s better. Time
was taken introducing her to Arie and now to watch
them play - wrestle and chase, attack and defend - is
absolutely delightful. Zippo will lie in wait and then
pounce from the top of the chair. And the chase is on.

There have been a few changes that I have had to
make. Do not leave a closet door open or ajar. Put
away the sewing needles after every use. She loves the
fiber fill for quilts and I solemnly avow she has a stash
somewhere thatshe keeps bringing outin bits and bobs.
It truly is easier to keep the fireplace mantle free from
any object. It was difficult to reconstruct the beautiful
lego flower arrangement that got toppled....and then
there was the day that my grand dog stayed for a few
hours....Meckaisabeautiful mid size dog, well behaved
and gentle, but Zippo didn’t know that! A leap from
the chair to the cat tree to the chair and across to the
couch had the pictures on the wall swinging madly!
Nothing fell, but we learned that swaying frame does
not safely support a kitten....

Zippo and I have words about my growing plants.
I already have the shelving in my room, and the door
is mostly closed. There is something about the water
in the watering can that is irresistible. I will catch
her, paw fully extended, dipping into the water and
gentilelly licking it before repeating the process. Now
the earth is a different scene. I have become accus-
tomed to walking on pieces of dirt on the mat, on the
floor and not quiet out the door. I know how much I
enjoy playing in the soil so I can’t really blame her.
The mini cucumber has just started to bloom and the
mini tomatoes just got transplanted into larger pots...I
hope she leaves them alone.

Zippo’s favourite perch is any windowsill. By the
time Arie and I are outside for her morning bathroom
break, Zippo has gained her perch and is watching us.
So far, she is not an outdoor cat but she has taken to
watching for an opportunity to escape.

Would I have gotten a kitten/cat? Not likely. Am I
sorry we have one. Not likely. Well, not yet!
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Letter to the Editor

Parent calls out aggression in
Ull, U9 hockey

So I'm not really one for public rants but here
it goes.
This weekend (Jan. 31), I had the privilege of

attending two completely different hockey tour-
naments, one for our Ull team and one for U9.

I'm going to be very careful how I word this next
part because my goal here is not to publicly shame
any teams involved.

I need to say this, because what I witnessed at
these non-body contacthockey gameswasabsolutely
unacceptable.

Non-contacthockey exists forareason. Itis there
to prioritize skill development, safety, respect,
and sportsmanship—especially at this age. What

I saw instead was blatant disrespect, unnecessary
aggression, and behaviour on the ice that had no
business being normalized, tolerated, or excused.

Let’s be clear:

This wasn’t “competitive edge.”

This wasn’t “kids being kids.”

And it certainly wasn’t hockey being played the
way it’s intended at this level.

These are children. They are learning not just
how to play a sport, but how to regulate emotions,
respectboundaries,and respond toauthority. When
linesare crossed and nothing isdone—when adults
look the other way or encourage it—it teaches kids
that rules are optional and respect is conditional.

That’s not toughness. That’s poor leadership.

If a game labeled non-body contact looks indis-
tinguishable from something far more aggressive,
thenwe have aserious hockey culture problem—not
a “oh they’re just kids” problem.

Coaches set the tone. Officials enforce the stan-
dard. Organizations decide what behavior they’re
willing to tolerate. And parents should do better.

And right now, the standard is slipping.

Hockey can be intense without being disrespect-
ful.

It can be competitive without being hostile.

And kids deserve an environment that protects
both their bodies and their character.

We owe them better than what was displayed.

And pretending this is “just part of the game” is
how the problem continues.

Enough is Enough.

-Nicole Hunter
Virden, MB

Town Office: 204-748-2440

Virden Landfill: 204-748-6033

Tundra Oil & Gas Place: 204-748-2736

Employment Opportunities

Summer Employment
* Green Team
* Head Lifeguard
* Assistant Head Lifeguard
 Lifeguard Instructor
* Assistant Lifeguard

For more information about any of the postings above, please visit
www.virden.ca/p/employment-opportunities.

Resumes with cover letter can be submitted until April 1, 2026 to:

Faye Pope — Office Manager, Town of Virden
Box 310, Virden MB ROM 2CO
office.manager@virden.ca

Upcoming Council Meetings

February 19 and March 3
Council Meetings start at 7:00 PM

Tax Prepayment Discounts

The Town of Virden offers tax prepayment discounts as outlined below
to taxpayers wishing to pay an installment or installments on their 2026
property taxes.

Those wishing to prepay may pay an amount or a series of amounts that
in total does not exceed the amount of their 2025 property taxes. The
discount rate is equivalent to an effective annual interest rate of 3%.

Month of Payment Discount Rate Savings on $1000.00

February 2.00% $ 20.00
March 1.75% $17.50
April 1.50% $ 15.00
May 1.25% $ 12.50
June 1.00% $ 10.00
July 0.75% $ 7.50

Tax prepayments made in the months of August, September or
October will be accepted at par and can be made via Online Banking,
Telephone Banking, E-Transfer, or through our Drop Box located at
the main doors of our office at 236 Wellington Street West.

I info@virden.ca

VIRDEN
-

CENTRE OF IT ALL

Animal Control: 204-851-5881

Facility Bookings: 204-748-2440

Emergency After Hours: 204-851-5540

Southwest Business & Entrepreneur
Legacy Grant 2026!

Are you an entrepreneur, small business owner, or rising
innovator in the Southwest region? This is your chance to receive
support to grow your ideas and strengthen your community.

Categories include: Eligibility:
* Innovation & Technology v Sole proprietors
* Young Entrepreneur v New or emerging start ups
* Business Excellence v' Registered small businesses
* Growth & Expansion v" Youth owned or student led
* Community Impact businesses
* Start Up Launch v Residents of participating

municipalities

Applications open: February 2, 2026
Deadline: March 23, 2026
Announcement: April 10, 2026

Learn more or apply at: www.swbusinessexpo.com
—

Request For Pricing/Proposals

Until February 13, 2026, the Town of Virden is currently accepting:

* Hayland Tender Proposals
* Pricing for:
+ Equipment & Materials
+ Sidewalk Repairs
+ Asphalt Patching
+ Hydrovac & Vac Truck
+ Tree Trimming & Removal

For more information, please visit: www.virden.ca/p/tenders-and-requests
or contact the Town Office.

i www.virden.ca ﬂ Town of Virden @virdentown




6 VIrDEN EmPIRE ADVANCE FEBRUARY 13, 2026

HeLEN DRYSDALE

OUT OF HELEN’S KITCHEN

The honorable onion. Onions are the mostimportantsingle cooking ingredi-
entin main dishes. When cooking most casseroles, stews, soups and other main
or side dishes the recipe almost always starts with “chop an onion.” They are
the flavor cornerstone of just about every cuisine on this planet. An onion’s
pungency results from the level of sulfur-rich oils the onion contains. During
slicing, the oil is released. The released oil is what causes eyes to water and
burn when chopping an onion. I have never found a “magic way” to alleviate
this problem and just suck it up and get the job done through my tears.

In Caesars’s day, athletes were fed a breakfast of nothing but onions before
they went into any competitive games. In the bible onions are mentioned in
several places. One such place is when the Israelites, led by Moses, were tired
of eating the manna God had provided and complained of their desert diet.
“We remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic.” The Greek armies were fed on
onions to develop martial stamina and strength. It was said when the Greek
army was advancing on their enemies the smell of onions preceded the troops!
Native American Indians used wild onions in a variety of ways, eating them
raw or cooked, as a seasoning or as a vegetable. Such onions were also used
medicinally in syrups and poultices and as an ingredient in dyes.

Several years ago a “myth” appeared on the internet that stated once an
onion was sliced, the remaining unused onion was hotbed for bacteria and
should be discarded and not used later. Thisis not true as onions aren’t vulner-
able to bacterial compounds; the sulfur compounds in them are a repellent
to bacteria. As well bacteria like to grow on food with a high protein content
and onions have a low protein content. When you handle onions, wash your
hands first, use clean utensils and cutting boards, and avoid cross contam-
ination with raw meats or eggs. Immediately wrap leftovers in plastic wrap or
containers to prevent moisture loss and store in the refrigerator.

Oven Baked Onion Rings

Baked, not fried! Much healthier than the fried version! They are a perfect
party appetizer or side dish for a meal.

2 Thsp. vegetable oil 1 cup bread crumbs

1/4 cup flour 1/2 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. garlic powder 2 eggs

2 Tbsp. milk 1 large onion, cut into 1/4 inch slices,
separated

Preheat oven to 400 F. Line a baking sheet with foil. Brush foil with oil.
Stir bread crumbs, flour, salt and garlic powder together and spread on large
plate. In a bowl, beat the eggs and milk together. Dip onion slice in egg mix
and press into bread crumb mixture, turning to coat both sides. Place breaded
onion rings in a single layer on the pan and bake for 15 minutes. Turn the
onion rings over and bake for another 10-15 minutes or until golden brown
and crispy.

Onion delight

This is wonderful as an accompaniment with roasts, steaks, pork chops or
any barbeque meats.

2 Ibs. onions, thickly sliced

2 Tbsp. ketchup 1 Tbsp. honey

1 Tbsp. butter 1 tsp. prepared mustard

In lightly salted boiling water cook onions for 10 minutes. Drain and transfer
to a lightly greased 6 cup casserole dish. Mix together the remaining ingredi-
ents and pour over the onions in the dish. Cover and bake at 350 F for about
one hour until onions are tender and glazed.

Onion pinwheels

These yummy savory biscuits are perfect with soups or salads.

1 Tbsp. butter 1 1/2 cups diced onion

1 cup whole wheat flour 1 cup white flour

3 tsp. baking powder 3/4 tsp. salt

1/2 cup butter 3/4 to 1 cup buttermilk or milk

1/2 cup grated cheese Salt and pepper

Preheat oven to 375 . In a frying pan melt the one tablespoon of butter,
add the onions and cook stirring for about 10-12 minutes or until onions are
tender. Set aside. In a bowl mix together flours, baking powder and salt. With
a pastry blender cutin the butter until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Stir
in 3/4 cup of the milk to form a soft dough. Add more milk as needed. Turn
out dough onto a floured surface and gently knead 8-10 times to form a ball.
Roll out dough to form a 10 by 15 inch rectangle. Mix together onion and
cheese and spread over dough. Sprinkle lightly with salt and pepper. At the
long ends roll up tightly like a jelly roll. Cut into around 15 slices. Place on
a lightly greased baking sheet and bake for 12 to 15 minutes or until lightly
browned.

2 Thsp. water

Police Report

Westman RCMP Service Report for Feb. 1 to 7

Submitted
By WEsTMAN RCMP

During this week,
Westman RCMP received
a total of 69 calls for
service. Some of these
calls for service include
24 traffic offences, 4
Assistance to Canadian
Agencies/General Pub-
lic, 3 Assaults, 3 Traffic
Collision(s), 3 Mental
Health Act(s), 1 Cor-
oner’s Act, 5 Wellbeing
Checks, 7 Mischief files,
and 2 Suspicious Person
files.

On Feb. 1 during rou-
tine traffic patrols in
RMWallace-Woodworth,
RCMP observed avehicle
travelling ata high rate of
speed. Radar confirmed
the 23-year-old male
driver was driving at a
speed of 142 km/hr in a
110km/hrzone. A traffic
stop was conducted, and
the driver was issued a
Traffic Offence Notice
for Speeding, which car-
ries a fine of $469.

On Feb. 1 Westman
RCMP were dispatched
for an assault that had
taken place in the Settle-
ment of Sioux Valley
Dakota Nation. First
Nations Safety Officers
had been called out for
a disturbance earlier
and had a 43-year-old
male in their custody.
RCMP arrived and with
information and state-
ments provided, placed

Miniota News

the 43-year-old male
under arrest for Aggra-
vated Assault, Break and
Enter with Intent, and
Possession of a Weapon
for dangerous purpose.
He was remanded into
custody and appears in
court again this month.
EMSattended and trans-
ported a single victim to
hospital for treatment.

On Feb. 4 Westman
RCMP were dispatched
to a motor vehicle col-
lision in RM Wallace-
Woodworth. A vehicle
rear-ended another caus-
ing it to go into the
ditch and roll over. EMS
attended the scene and
treated minor injuries
on scene. No signs of al-
cohol or drug use. Both
vehicleswere towed from
the scene.

On Feb. 5 Westman
RCMP received an Al-
legation of Non-Com-
pliance with a Probation
Order package from the
Probations Office. An
18-year-male from the
Settlement of Sioux Val-
ley Dakota Nation failed
to report via telephone
for an appointment with
his probations officer as
ordered by the court. He
ischarged with one count
ofFailing to Complywith
aProbation Orderand an
Endorsed Warrant has
beenissued forhisarrest.

On Feb. 7 during rou-
tine traffic patrolsin RM
Sifton, RCMP observed

a vehicle travelling at a
highrate of speed. Radar
confirmed the 18-year-
old female drivers was
driving at a speed of
152 km/hr in a 110km/
hr zone. A traffic stop
was conducted, and the
driver was issued a Traf-
fic Offence Notice for
Speeding, which carries
a fine of $599.

On Feb. 7 during rou-
tine traffic patrols in
RM Pipestone, RCMP
observed a vehicle with
burnt-out headlight and
taillight. Traffic stop
conducted. Roadside
testing for alcohol and
drugs were initiated on
the 36-year-old female
driver, positive results
for THC, Cocaine, and
Alcohol. The driver was
arrested, and issued a
three-month license sus-
pension, and the vehicle
wasimpounded for thirty
days. As a novice driver,
operatingamotorvehicle
while having alcohol in
the blood a Traffic Of-
fence Notice was issued
to the driver which car-
ries a fine of $113, and a
Traffic Offence Notice
was also issued for her
as a novice driver oper-
ating a motor vehicle
after consuming drugs
thatwere detected above
the screening threshold
on the approved drug
screening equipment,
which carries a fine of

$113.

Congratulations Zoe!

Hazeland Kelvin Wallenjoyed avisitwith
Louise Sherwin at her home in Brandon,

along with Louise’s family, Cory and Barb

Submitted
By LiINDA CLARK

Sherwin ofLasVegas,and Gregand Laurie
Sherwin of Brandon.

“When you arise in the morning think

February 6 report

Congratulations to the Ull Miniota
Elkhorn team whowon the B Side Banner
at their home tournament, with Saturday
games being played in Elkhorn and the
Sunday games in Miniota. Teams came
from McCreary, Virden, Minnedosa,
Brandon, Lundar and Macdonald. Play-
ers on the Ull team are: Rhett Lelond,
Brooks Lelond, Emmett Poppel, Noah
Poppel, Hudson Lelond, Shaye Sheane,
Jayce Howard, Britton Canart, Emmett
Canart, Finn Fortier, Jaxson Tutthill, Joel
Archambault, Nash Canartand Tucker Is-
tacewith coachesJeff Poppel, Luke Lelond
and Andrew Lelond. Way to go Team!

Isabella News

ZoeKnightisamember of the Star4 Riv-
ers Silver Jets Synchro skating team. They
competed this past weekend at Winkler at
the Prairie Regionals Synchro competition
and came home with the bronze medals.

of whata privilege itis to be alive, to think,
to enjoy, to love.” -Marcus Aurelius
February 13 report

Congratulations to the Ul3 Miniota-
Elkhorn CHawks team on winning the A
side of their home tournament, with play
on Saturday in Elkhorn, and on Sundayin
Miniota. A total of six teams enjoyed the
weekend. Well done team and coaches!

News seems to be a bit scarce these
days, so be sure to let me know about your
travels, etc. Many are busy watching the
Olympics and curling on TV, while many
are following our local youth in all their
differentactivities. Howmany ofyou tuned
in to the halftime Super Bowl entertain-
menttolearn aboutBad Bunny? “T'he only
thing more powerful than Hate Is Love”
was his message.

Happy Valentine’s Day to all, young and
old. “May your day be full of magic and
may you not be too busy to see it.”
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It's All Good: thrift closes shop

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

All good things come
to an end and so it is with
Virden’s “It’s All Good”
thrift shop. Owners Bud
and Connie Hay are retir-
ing at the end of February,
having recently sold the
property at 525 Nelson
St. E.

Despite the hard work to
clear out remaining stock
and prepare to vacate the
building, Bud and Connie
are elated.

Connie says she’s an-
ticipated having time and
energy for family. Time
to go to grandchildren’s
sports events, to travel to
visit family in Winnipeg
and Alberta. Bud gives that
an affirmative nod.

He’s also looking for-
ward to dedicating time

to his passion, music. Bud
plays guitar and has re-
cently got back together
with some former band
members from the 1970s.

Although owning and
operating a thrift store was
adream job for Connie, as
shewatched clothing racks
go out the door to serve at
another thrift shop, she
said, “I don’thave a minute
of regret.”

The building on Nelson
St. E. where the family has
operatedseveralbusinesses
through the years has
served them well. “It was
January 1, 1983 we took
possession of it,” says Bud.

Theyoperatedalaundro-
mat and drycleaning plant
there initially. Their son
Brodylaterhad acomputer
business at the location.
And for the past 11 years
Connie has sold gently

used clothing, housewares,
collectible treasures and
some furniture through
‘It’s All Good’.

Finding satisfying bar-
gains has been an interest-
ing lifelong endeavour for
Connie.

“I totally enjoy it...and
raisingfivekidsisexpensive
so I used to go yard sale-
ing. But I did that, not just
to be economical, but also
because I loved doing it.”

With Connie’s talent for
recognizing items of value
and a knack for creating at-
tractive displays, the couple
were a good team in the
thrift business. Bud did the
handi-man carpentering, a
trade that he first learned
right out of high school.

Redeeming used items
andkeeping them outofthe
landfill is a great business
model for an entrepreneur

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

Bud and Connie Hay are closing up shop, preparing to say goodbye to their

business, It's All Good.

and for a community. How-
ever, free stuff isn’t actually
freeafterit’ssorted, cleaned
and put on display. And
someisnotfitfor therack,so
outitgoes—yetanothercost.

A thriftstore has some of
the same upkeep and costs
as any retail in owning or
renting, property taxes,and
accountingforlabour costs.

Thrift shops do double

duty for their commun-
ity, conveniently relieving
donors of stuff they no
longer need, while provid-
ing bargains for others
- clothing, lamps, toasters,
artwork, you name it.
Virdenhashadasmanyas
three such stores but in the
fall of 2025, Rosas’ Second
Time Around closed. New
to Youhad to closeitsdown-

town Nelson Streetlocation
this winter and moved into
Rosa’s former location.

With the closure of It’s All
Good, Virden has just one
thrift now. However, thrift
shops in nearby towns are
purchasing their racks and
display cabinets and a new
thriftisabout to openupin
anearby village.

Manitoba Government increases school funding by $79.8

million, bringing total investment to nearly $2 billion
School funding for 2026-27 supports Divisions with 3.5 per cent increase

Submitted
BY MANITOBA GOVERNMENT

The Manitoba governmentisincreasing its investment
in schools by $79.8 million for the 2026-27 school year,
Education and Early Childhood Minister Tracy Schmidt
announced today.

“Our government is committed to making sure every
Manitoba family can count on strong, stable public
schools, year after year. We are meeting the needs of
students and communities by building new schools and
feeding kids with our universal school food program,”
said Schmidt. “This is good news for teachers, school
divisions and families while building a brighter future
for Manitoba’s students.”

TheManitobagovernmentisallocating $11.4millionin
public school funding to support divisions most affected
by teacher salary harmonization. Salary harmonization
will be implemented in the 2026-27 school year. Salary
harmonization standardizes teacher pay scales across
school divisions to help minimize disparities.

“Byworking together, we are creating amore equitable
system that benefits teachers and supports stability for
school divisions at a time when the demands on public
schools are more complex than ever before,” said Alan
Campbell, president, Manitoba School Boards Associa-
tion. “School boards recognize that the funding contri-
bution for harmonization announced today is a step in
the right direction and we look forward to continuing
our work with government to ensure funding fully meets

ﬁ &, CancerCareManitoba
ActionCancerManitoba
Brought toyou by

- CancerCare Manitoba
FOUNDATION

HPV causes
cancer in

0 100

ﬁ Manitobans

each year. VACCINE & SCREEN

1
“ to prevent
cervical cancer.

PracticePrevention.ca

the needs of students, staff and communities across
Manitoba.”

The 3.5 per cent funding increase for public schools
in the 2026-27 school year will help manage enrolment
changes and ensure students have the supports they
need to succeed. The formula guarantee will continue
for 2026-27, ensuring every school division receives an
increase to the previous year’s funding amount.

The Manitoba government’s 2026-27 school funding
now totals $1.995 billion and includes:

- $51 million increase to help public schools with
operating costs, which includes the investment in salary
harmonization and technical vocational education;

- $30 million for a universal school nutrition program
and Nello’s Law, which protects the program for years to
come, plus an additional $3 million from the sale of U.S.
alcohol products for the Children’s Nutrition Council;

204.759.3313

Toll Free 844.877.7767
gregnesbittmla @ mymts.net

#7 - 515 4th Avenue

Burlington Place, Shoal Lake, MB

- $15.2 million increase in capital support, which
includes principal and interest costs related to building
schools; and

- $16.6 million increase to independent schools under
the funding agreement.

Manitoba is also on track to build four new schools,
including Devonshire Park and Prairie Point in Win-
nipeg, Meadowlands in West St. Paul and another in
southwest Brandon.

For more information on school funding, visit https://
edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/finance/schfund/index.html.

Your Money

Shouldn't Be

Handcuffed

GICS LOCKYOU IN.
BOND LADDERS SET YOU FREE.

Break free from the restrictions of GICs

Build a flexible bond ladder for better access and growth.

Mutual funds and other securities are offered through Aviso
Wealth, a division of Aviso Financial Inc.

® 1204-748-6823 @855-747—6823

Unless otherwise stated, mutual funds, other securities and cash
balances are not covered by the Canada Deposit Insurance
Corporation or by any other government deposit insurer
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Grain trailer struck

PHOTOS BY WDFD FACEBOOK
On Feb. 5 at 8:46am Station 1 Virden was called to an incident involving a semi
truck hauling a grain trailer. On PTH 83, % mile south of Road 255 near the hamlet
of Scarth, a tractor pulled out of an approach and the front-end-loader bucket
sliced open the side of the grain trailer, spilling the grain and putting the semi/
trailer into the ditch. EMS and RCMP attended the scene, however, no injuries
were sustained. Virden Towing removed the equipment and cleaned up scene.
This was the second accident the fire department was called to within two days.

WDEFD attend Collisions on busy highways

On Feb. 4 at 9:10am Station1 Virden was paged to a two-vehicle collision
west of Virden on PR 257, at the intersection of Road 161. A half-ton truck had
damage to the front end and a green SUV was initially upside down in the ditch
of the paved road between Virden and Kola. Upon arrival, Wallace District Fire
Department crew controlled traffic on this busy highway. EMS attended to the
vehicle occupants who were both able to exit their vehicles themselves. The
firefighters disconnected the vehicle batteries to remove potential ignition
sources from the damaged vehicles. Virden Towing removed both vehicles
from scene and debris was cleaned up before the highway was fully re-opened.

Firetruck puts out truck fire

PHOTO BY WALLACE DISTRICT FIRE DEPARTMENT FACEBOOK
On Feb. 10, 2026 at 6:55 p.m. Station 1 Virden was paged to a vehicle fire in
Virden. Upon arrival crews found the front end and cab of vehicle engulfed.
Crews had fire out shortly and prevented fire from reaching the slip tank of fuel
in the truck box, and from reaching the home in front of vehicle. No injuries
were sustained. Thank you to Royal Canadian Mounted Police in Manitoba for
attending the scene and to Virden Towing whom will remove the vehicle from
the scene.

reach Your TARGET aupience
ADVERTISE WITH US!

(204) 748-3931  sales@empireadvance.ca » 305 Nelson St W

February is Heart Month & 2 & 2 &

Submitted
BY PRAIRIE MOUNTAIN HEALTH

February is Heart Month, a time when Mani-
tobans are encouraged to pause and take stock
of their heart and brain health. This year, Heart
& Stroke is emphasizing the importance of rec-
ognizing and managing modifiable risk factors
for heart disease and stroke—risks that are more
common than many people realize. In fact, 9in 10
Manitobans have at least one risk factor for heart
disease or stroke.

To help individuals understand these risks,
Heart & Stroke offers a free, online Risk Screen
tool, which provides a personalized action plan
based on lifestyle factors, medical history, age,
sex, and women’s life stages, including pregnancy
and menopause.

For more information, you can also review the
newly released 2026 Heart Month Report: The
state of risk factors for heart disease and stroke
in Canada or contact Heart and Stroke directly
at 204-926-3132 or email: kaitlyn.archibald@
heartandstroke.ca.

In Prairie Mountain Health (PMH), Primary
Care offersaregional Heart Program that provides
ongoing education, support, and encouragement
to clients following a cardiac event or diagnosis.
Our program offers 1:1 education for clients with
avariety of heart conditions and those recovering

after heart surgery. We also offer group classes
every Tuesday, 1:30-3:00 p.m that can be accessed
in-person in Brandon or virtually from the com-
fort of your own home. Topics include: The Heart,
Nutrition, Exercise, Stress & Coping, and Heart
Medications. Each session is facilitated by clinical
staff with expertise on the topic. Referrals to this
program are accepted from healthcare providers
and through self-referral. If you are uncertain if
this program is right for you and want to learn
more, contact the PMH Heart Program at 204-
578-4225 or 204-578-4204.

In addition to cardiac specific education, our
Chronic Disease Education Program and Health
Promotion Team also offer a variety of group
classes thatsupporthearthealth ata broaderlevel;
including such topics as nutrition, blood pressure
and cholesterol management. Get Better Together
supports those living with health conditions to
better manage their health through group support
and discussions. Commit to Quitand the Tobacco
Quit Card and Counselling programs provide
education and counselling for people interested
in quitting smoking. To learn more about any of
these offerings, you can follow the links or call
1-877-509-7852.

For families looking to getactive and learn more
about heart health, the 2026 Mega Heart Event is
coming up on February 22, 2026 from 1:00-4:00
p-m. at the Wellness Institute, 1075 Leila Ave,

9in10 Canadians
have at least one risk
factor for heart
disease or stroke.

Winnipeg, MB. Thisis afree, family-friendly event
featuring walks, Zumba, CPR demos, science activ-
ities, health booths, and more for young and old.

In honour of Heart Month, we encourage every-
one to take one step this February toward better
heart health: try using the online Risk Screen
tool, check out a link in the article above, add a
walk into your week, cook a heart-healthy meal, or
start a conversation with a family member about
risk factors.

Every step counts — and together, we can build
a heart-healthier Manitoba.
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Oak Lake Rink comes alive again during successful

Open Bonspiel

By Ev Nolan
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

What a week it was at the curling rink! From the
first draw to the final rock, the building was full
of energy, laughter, and the unmistakable sound
of stones crashing together as the annual Open
Bonspiel made a strong return.

Thisyear’s event welcomed 18 teams, something
organizers say has not happened in roughly 15
years. The strong turnout brought a renewed ex-
citement to the club, filling both the ice and the
lounge with curlers, spectators, and visiting teams
throughout the week.

Club president, John Michael Klassen, now in
his 18th year, said it was especially rewarding to
see the facility come alive again.

“We were super happy to see the rink so full of
local and nonlocal people. It had a great buzz all
week that we haven’t had in a few years and we
couldn’t be happier with how it went.”

Games throughout the week featured tight ends,
carefully planned strategy, and plenty of great
shot making. Each day brought new matchups and
friendly competition, with teams enjoying both the
challenge on the ice and the social atmosphere
off it. Many spectators stayed to watch late games,
gathering along the glass and cheering on the
players as matches came down to the final stones.

After several days of competition, the final stand-
ings were as follows:

1st — Jason Heaman rink from Virden

2nd — Albert Rimke rink from Oak Lake

3rd — Willie Smith rink from Griswold

All three teams played consistently strong curling
throughout the event, earning their spots after a
week of competitive games.

Behind the scenes, the success of the bonspiel
depended on many helping hands. Volunteers kept
the ice in great condition, meals were prepared,
and organizers worked throughout the week to
keep the draws running smoothly. The club also
expressed appreciation for the strong supportfrom
sponsors and donors who help make events like

PHOTO BY METRO CREATIVE

Louis and Sherry Vachon, Strike Welding, South
Country Electric, Fusion Credit Union, Tundra
Oil and Gas, Fountain Tire, Virden Rec and Water
Sports, Marks Mobile Welding, Beejo Jerseys,
Maureen Bailey, Karen Penner, AM Ranching,
Kim Houston, and many others who contributed.
The strong turnout and positive atmosphere
marked a welcome boost for the club and the com-
munity, showing that interest in curling remains
strong when people have a chance to gather.
And the season is far from over!

* Virden: WE NEED TEAMS! *

* GATHER 14 RIDERS * CYCLE FOR CP *

YOUR MISSION: RIDE and ASK
in support of CPMB!

Gather 14 Riders * Register a Team ¢ Ask for support
Earn prizes * Make a difference! #CPProud

Cerebral Palsy

Saturday

) STATIONARY apRrL 18,2026
UCT Payvili

\ blke race Keystonaé Ce(I)II;I’e

\ Brandon

CPMB receives no government funding

CPMB has never and does not use phone
solicitation looking for donations. Our annual
Stationary Bike Race is the ONLY MAJOR
fundraiser of the year. Funds raised by YOU
brighten the lives of our Westman Members
and help keep our Association’s lights on.
Thank you for riding, asking, & showing what
MISSION: Possible really means! #CPProud

TEAM REGISTRATION NOW OPEN:

REGISTER
a Teamor
Become a
SPONSOR

supportcombwestman.ca

this possible.

Special thanks were
extended to Ted and
Sharon Taylor, Dennis
and Denise Griffith,
Artand Lynda Denbow,

The club is still looking for five more teams to
enter the upcoming Two Man Bonspiel, scheduled
for February 13 and 14. Known for its faster pace
and relaxed atmosphere, the event is always a fa-
vourite among players and spectators alike.

1.888.934.4444

AT THE KEYSTONE CENTRE IN BRANDON

FINAL WEEKEND

on NOW until February 16

SHOP OUR
RV PARTS &
ACCESSORIES
STORE!

OVER 100 UNITS ON DISPLAY,
ALL OF NORTH AMERICA’'S
TOP SELLING RV BRANDS!

FREE ADMISSION INDDORS
FREE PARKING SPIN THE WHEEL
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Rock and Roll will
never die!

By Ed James
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

There is a saying that in life, the only sure things are
death and taxes, later was added postal strikes! I would
like to add to this list, music, dancing and singing. Why?
Because it makes people happy and I see this happiness
among all ages, from school concert to the many senior
homes events where I bring my music shows.

RecentlyElkhorn SAIL (Seniors Access toIndependent
Living) had its 55 plus dance at the Elks Hall. You can
attend if under 55, if you like dancing. The event brought
in a good crowd of dancers, both men and women, but
it seemed by mid-dance the men had to slow down a bit!
The crowd included Manitobaand Saskatchewan people.
The day was sunny and warm, the dance floor was set up
with tables and chairs, light refreshments and some great
chocolate chip cookies were served.

About a half-hour into my play list of old-time waltzes,
polkas and country hits, I noticed that not many people
were dancing. Iwas told people wanted tovisitfriends and
neighbours after the very recent cold spell. So, I decided
to change things up on my play list, called “T'he Music
of Your Life.” I did some basic math and realized I had a
group of early rock and rollers under the tops of grey hair.

Iputon thatR&R classic from 1955, “Rock Around the
Clock” by Bill Haley and His Comets, a song considered
to be the first R&R song. I turned up the volume, and
the floor came alive with dancers, laughter and the group
singing along with the music. The rest of the afternoon I
sawanew form of country line dancing given over to R&R

dance steps! I began to mix
itup with some classicssuch
as “Ragtime Annie”, “Maple
Sugar”, “Irene Good Night”,
“TheAuctioneer Song”and
as always, a few favourites
from an old friend from
back home, Don Messer.

For the next two plus
hours the crowd danced
to 50’s R&R classics such
as, “Johnny B Goode”, “At
the Hop”, “Great Balls of
Fire”, “Jail House Rock”,
“Rockin’ Robin” and “Blue
Suede Shoes” tonameafew.
Some slow songs were, “Are
You Lonesome Tonight”,
‘I'm Sorry”, “Oh Donna”
and “Blueberry Hill.” What
made the afternoon dance
even more unique was that
all the music was played
from 78 RPM vinyl records,
some of them 80 years old and still had that R&R magic!

Towards the end of the event, a ticket draw was held
for a Co-op $25 gift card.

After the show a few people came up to thank me for
the music and ask about a special request for a future
SAIL dance. Karen Mitch-
ell, the area SAIL director
said, “Everyone enjoyed the
music, but the classic R&R
music, really got people on
the floor! Down the road,
SAIL has more senior 55
events planned and a very

APPLY

TODAY!

PHOTO BY ED JAMES

“You make me feel like dancing, dance the night away.” Song by Leo Sayer.

special event is in the works. Our group today appreci-
ated your vintage record collection of music that held so
many musical memories of friends, places and events.
The Music of Your Life Show was a great way to spend a
winter’s afternoon.”

JOIN OUR

Weed Inspector
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Puzzles and Games

We LOVC P“ZZleS from Empire-Advance
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VAP ENTINERSEDRN
CHCCELALE [LAVA GARB

Ingredients
6 ounces (170g) high-quality semi-sweet chocolate™*
1/2 cup (8 Thsp; 113g) unsalted butter
1/4cup (31g) all-purposeflour (spooned &leveled)
1/2 cup (60g) confectioners’ sugar
1/8 teaspoon salt
2 large eggs
2 large egg yolks*
optional for topping: ice cream, berries, and/or
chocolate syrup

Directions

1. Spray four 6-ounce ramekins with nonstick cooking spray and dust with
cocoa powder. This ensures the cakes will seamlessly come out of the
ramekins when inverted onto a plate in step 7. Or spray half of a 12-count
muffin pan and dust with cocoa powder. If baking in a muffin pan, the
recipe will yield 6 cakes.

. Preheat oven to 425 F (218 C).

. Coarsely chop the chocolate. Place butter in a medium heat-proof bowl,
then add chopped chocolate on top. Microwave on high in 10-second
increments, stirring after each until completely smooth. Set aside.

4. Whisk the flour, confectioners’ sugar, and salt together in a small bowl.
Whisk the eggs and egg yolks together until combined in another small
bowl. Pour the flour mixture and eggsinto the bowl of chocolate. Slowly stir
everything together using a silicone spatula or wooden spoon. If there are
anylumps, gentlyuseyourwhisk torid them. The batterwill be slightly thick.

5. Spoon chocolate batter evenly into each prepared ramekin or muffin cup.

6. Place ramekins onto a baking sheet and bake for 12—14 minutes until the
sides appear solid and firm; the tops will still look soft. *If baking in a

0o N

NEW TIRES

OIL CHANGES

BRAKE REPAIR

TIRE ROTATION

VEHICLE INSPECTION
muffin pan, the cakes only take about 8—10 minutes.

7. Allow to cool for 1 minute, then cover each with an inverted plate and turn AND SO MUCH MORE...
over. Use an oven mitt because those ramekins are hot! The cakes should
release easily from the ramekin. *If you used a muffin pan, use a spoon

to release the cakes from the pan and place each upside down on plates. I T 204-748-2894
8. Add toppings. Serve immediately. nteg ralire 337 King Street East, Virden, MB
Auto Centre 100% locally owned
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> PORTS

HUSKIES STUN FAVOURED GOLDEN BEARS AT HAMIOTA

By Dale Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Westman High School Hockey League
action came to the Hamiota & District
Sports Complex on Thursday Feb. 5 asthe
Hamiota/Rivers/Elton (HRES) Huskies
hosted the Virden Golden Bears. The
fourth place Bears were favoured to win
but the ninth place Huskies had other
ideas.

It was a tight game with equal shots
on goal. The Huskies held the lead for
most of the game with goals from Carter
Rozdeba, Duncan McLean, Matao Finnie
and Nash McMaster. Reed McGrath kept
Virden in the game with a goal in each of
the first two periods until the Bears tied
it with goals from Dexan Routledge and
Beckham Clarke early in the third.

The game winner came when Huskies’
Harlen Bridgesscored ashort-handed goal
with thirteen minutes left. Corbin Munz
added the insurance goal to seal the deal.

The refs were kept busy, handing out

ten penalties to the Huskies and eight to

the Bears.

period

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
Golden Bears celebrate as Beckham Clarke, Spencer Gompf and Lincoln Harvey team up to tie the game in the third

_REF MEMORIES

REF TtO
WRITER

GERRYA
INJ@ILAN]

Taking a look at other
infractions, following
along from last week.
High sticking. A player is
tobein control ofhisstick
thus hitting an opponent
in the head with your
stick is a minor penalty.
It can also be called as
a double minor, a major
or a match penalty. Now
one thing to look for is if
a player is bent forward
andaplayer hits the player
along the boards and his
stick comes in contact
with the other player’s
head, is that a high stick?
In my opinion, no, that
is not a penalty! It is just
a natural state that the
player got hit.

I remember Garry
Bowles from Elkhorn
was penalized a number
oftimesfor elbowing. The
problem was if you were
not figuring it out, Garry
was tall and many players
would try to scoot under-
neath him to get the puck

to the net. Garry could
not help the fact he was
talland althoughitwould
appear he was elbowing
the opposition, it was just
his natural height that
made it appear that way.
No penalty should have
been assessed, but I saw
him called for thatinfrac-
tion, far too many times

I have watched some
minor hockey this sea-
son and have seen some
referees thatjustneed ex-
perience and confidence
in their game that they
are making correctjudge-
ments in their penalty se-
lection. Like players and
coaches, officials need
coaching and instruction
as well. I have always said
two things, the import-
ance of positioning and
hustle. As an official you
are getting paid for the
game you are officiating,
hustle at all times, keep
your hands out of your
pockets and just give it

your all. This will cover
a multitude of mistakes!
Another difficult call
is the slash. Atwhat point
isit a slash? Is it a tap on
the stick or the gloves,
is it a hack? What is
the determining factor
on whether a penalty is
issued? Again thisis a dif-
ficult penalty to call as it
involves judgement. Two

officials may have a differ-
ence in judgement about
any given play. The NHL
has adopted anything on
the hands as a penalty. I
do not necessarily agree
with that, but as long as
they are consistent with
thatcall,Jam good withit.
The players are the ones
thatneed to adapt to that
particular call.

Consistency iswhatitis
allabout. Toallyouyoung
referee’s out there, get it
established what penalty
calls are nonnegotiable,
this is always going to be
apenaltyand stickwithiit.
Thiswillhelpyoubecome
consistent! Work hard on
your game and give the
best effort you can give
each and every game. We

need you officials, other-
wise there is no game.

I hope all the officials
are having a great year
and enjoy their time on
the ice. You are a team
as well, encourage one
another. Talk about the
game you are working
and most important get
into your rule book often
throughout the season.
Until next time!

WE'RE HERE!

GFL Environmental is excited to open our new branch in Killarney

to serve our customers in Western Manitoba.

Daylighting
Line Jetting
Hozardous Waste Pickups

Confined Space Entry and Rescue

Recycled QOil Pickups
Industrial Cleaning

Discover the GFL advantage! Contact us today to learn more about how
we can support your operations.

Call Dallas Pettypiece at 204-381-2166 | gflenv.com
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VIRDEN PARTICIPATED IN THE BUNGE MEN’S
PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIP

L to R: Jace Freeman, Dallas Burgess, Ryan Ostrowsky, Aaron MacDonnell,

Graham Freeman (coach).

By Jessica Coulter
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

hisyear the Bunge
Men’s Provincial
Championship

took place in Selkirk at
the Selkirk Recreation
Complex Feb.3-8,2026.

Virden was well
represented this year
at the competition
with two teams, Skip
Jay Kinnaird’s team
and Skip Jace Free-
man’s team. Virden
also had two other
Virden club mem-

bers playing on a
team out of Carberry.
Brooks Freeman and
Branden Jorgensen
played front end with
the Kelly Marnoch
team.

Kinnaird’s team
finished with arecord
of 1 -3. “It was nice
to get a win!” says Jay
Kinnaird. This was
Team Kinnaird’s first
men’s provincial win.

Freeman’s team
made the top eight.
They lost on Satur-
day morning to Kelly

SUBMITTED PHOTO
L to R: Kelly Marnoch, Bart Witherspoon, Branden Jorgensen, Brooks Freeman.

Marnoch’s team.

Marnoch defeated
thedefending champs
Ried Carruthers at
2pm on Saturdaywith
ascore of 10—5,which
put them in the final
four. Theylostagainst
team Walter at 7pm
on Saturday night in
the Page 3 vs 4 game
with a close score of
8-6.

Winners of the
Bunge Men’s Provin-
cial Championship
was team Calvert.

L to R: Jay Kinnaird, Cory Zdan, Kris Kinnaird, Brent Hoffman.

Elkhorn groups meet to plan ahead

By Ed James
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Agoodcrowdrepresenting
several Elkhorn community
groups, with a good mixture
of ages, recently met at the
ElkhornElksHall. The meet-
ing wasarranged by Morgan
Gray, the area Community
EconomicDevelopmentand
Recreation Manager. At the
meetingwerelocalrepsfrom
Hospital Auxiliary, Daycare
Centre, Ag. Society, Senior
Centre, Chamber of Com-
merce, Museum Board, Elks
Lodge, R.C. Legion, Tiny
Tots, therinkboard, Elkhorn
Foundation, the curling
society and a new volunteer
groupcalledE.C.A.R.,stand-
ing for Elkhorn Community
Access Report.

The purpose of the meet-
ing was to both look back
on the various community
group projects of the past
year and what plans they
have for 2026. Several mini
reportswere given, with their
success and failures noted.

In general group discus-

sion, it was felt that more
effort was needed to inform
new community members
aboutthevariouscommunity
groupsandactivities,insome
caseswith changesneeded. It
was noted the large number
of seniors in the commun-
ity sometimes restricts their
involvement and help. It
was suggested that perhaps
a monthly community cal-
endar be started to inform
more people.

In some community
groups funding and costs
arealwaysanissue. Therewas
also discussion on commun-
ity needs such as a mid-age
senior four plex residence
and affordable rental hous-
ing for new local employees
and perhaps a full-time
restaurant.

On the plus side of the
discussions, the E.C.A.R.
rep was very pleased with
the successful fund raising
and repair of the antique
auto museum. Perhaps some
floor repairs might be a
future goal. The Elkhorn
and Area foundation passed

PHOTO BY ED JAMES
Representatives of Elkhorn's community committees met in the Elks Hall last week.

the two-million-dollar mark,
whichresultedinitgiving out
more community building
funds every year. One rep
that evening complimented
the community’s street snow
cleaning program as com-
pared to other communities.
Keith Orr, a member of
E.C.AR.asked those present
that evening with the up-
coming Winter Olympics to
show lots of red banners in
our community in support
of Team Canada’s Hockey
Team thathasalocalareaboy,
Travis Sanheim on the team.
Morgan Gray said after
the meeting, “I thank so
manycommunitygroupreps
who came out tonight and
the wide age groups they
represented. The discus-
sions this evening will help
our office to make a greater
effort to work more closely
and offer support for com-
munity group projects. Our
office and services are here
to help our area community
groups to be successful in all
their community building
projects.”
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FA BUSINESS DIRECTORY —SPURTO—

€
EXAENDED

April 18th

CROSS

PLUMBING & HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING ~ DRAIN CLEANING
PLUMBING HEATING

204-748-2108

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IBDO

Chartered Professional Accountants

CANADA LLP www.bdo.ca

Accounting and Auditing « Ag Advisory and Farm Programs
Bankruptcy and Insolvency * Business Advisory
Business Valuations « Estate and Succession Planning
Information Technology Solutions * Taxation Services

255 Wellington St W, Virden | 204-748-1200 | 1-866-236-7656

McNEILLHARASYMCHUK

McCONNELL
Attorneys at Law

Glen Harasymchuk, B. Sc., LL. B. @ Anique Timmerman, JD
e Jessica Humphries, JD

Buckingham Building, 243 Raglan Street West
P.0. Box 520, Virden, MB ROM 2C0
Phone: 204-748-1220 e Fax: 204-748-3007

Meighen Haddadwr

LAW FIRM
Ashley T.Joyce Stephen K. Branigan
ajoyce@mbhlaw.ca skbranigan@mhlaw.ca
Virden Redvers, SK
255 Wellington St. W. 21 Railway Avenue,
Virden, MB ROM 2CO Redvers, Saskatchewan
204.725.8769 204.725.8776
@ www.mhlaw.ca f& @mhlaw.ca  Q @MHLaw.ca

Reston/Melita Chiropractic Clinic' /

@ Dr. Shannon Gervin, D.C.

Box 456 Melita, MB ROM 110

Reston- 204-877-3104
223-4th St, Reston
Mon and Fri 8:30a - 4:30p

Melita- 204-522-3543
155 Summit St, Melita
Tues and Thurs 8:30a - 4:30p

462 7th Ave South
Virden, MB
Phone: 204-748-3608
Fax: 204-748-3643 Fax: 204-728-3489
Email: phys1st@mymts.net  Email: phys1st@mymts.net

www.physiofirstclinic.ca

1129 19th Street
Brandon, MB
Phone: 204-727-6806

Virden Eyecare Gentre

Dr. David Cochrane | Dr. Julie Paradine
170 NELSON STREET WEST VIRDEN, MB
204.748.1094

OIL KINGS TAKE

ON ELKS IN
ROUND ONE

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Oil Kingsare battling the Souris Elks

in the first round of the Tiger Hills Hockey
League playoffs.

The senior teams opened their first-round series
on Feb. 10 in Souris after the Empire-Advance’s
deadline. There will be no love lost between the
teams when they meet in Virden on Feb. 14. If
needed, a third and final game will be played on
Feb. 15 in Virden. What will be required for the
Oil Kings to be successful?

“Some of the keys will be playing extremely disci-
plined,” Virden coach Tyler Campbell said, “It’s
always tough in playoffs, everyone finds another
step, and giving the Elks a man advantage isn’t
something we need to make a habit of. With the
big rink in Souris, and playing game one there,
we need to take full advantage of that. Our team
thrives on big rinks, the Bowles brothers (Brad
and Shawn) are playing some of the best hockey
I've seen. Having (defenceman) Tristen Cross back
has been a good addition as well. Main goal of the
first round, stick to what’s been successful all year,
and do not get outworked.”

The top 12 of the THHL’s 14 teams make the
playoffs. The teams with the four best records get
afirst-round bye. Theywere Killarney, Minnedosa,
Hartney and Rivers.

Virden finished fifth (14-5-0-0) and got to choose
its opponent. The Oil Kings chose the 11th-place
Elks, who were 5-14-0-0 in the regular season. The
otherfirstround matchupsare the No. 6 Boissevain
Border Kings versus No. 12 Carberry Plainsmen,
the No. 7 Neepawa Farmers against the No. 10
Deloraine Royals, and the No. 8 Melita Bisons face
the No. 9 MacGregor Wild.

The OilKings are hoping for a strong postseason.
Regarding the regular season, Campbell said he
was most pleased with his squad’s resilience and
work ethic.

“There were lots of nights we didn’t go with a
full bench, due to commitments, coaching, school,
lots of other stuff. We managed to still put up a
really good record thisseason, and thatfalls on the
entire team. I feel like we lost a few guys from last
year, which was tough to start the year, but we’'ve
built a really good room and culture this year. I
really like our team going into the playoffs. It’s
time to make a run.”

The Oil Kings’ Brad Bowles paced the THHL
in points (75), goals (28), and assists (47) in 18
games. Teammate Tanner Koroscil finished second
in goals (27) and points (50). Shawn Bowles only
played elght games for Virden but placed seventh in
the scoring race with 33 points. Elisha Bambridge
was 13th with 30 points. Riley Wallace posted a
league-best in goals against average (0.72) and
save percentage (.965) in three games.

On Feb. 4, the Oil Kings wrapped up the regular
season with a 14-3 road win over the Deloraine
Royals. Brad Bowles recorded a hat trick and six
points. Koroscil scored three times and had five
points. Colby Asselstine also lit the lamp for a trio
of goals. Shawn Bowles scored once and collected
five points.
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SEUni1o
FRESH START FUELS LAING’S ROOKIE SURGE

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The ManitobaJunior HockeyLeague’s Christmasbreak
brought more than just presents for Virden Oil Capitals
rookie forward Bryan Laing.

The 18-year-old from Boissevain recorded five goals
and 10 points in January on his way to being named the
league’s Chevrolet Rookie of the Month. Before the first
month of 2026, Laing had recorded four points.

“I went through a bit of a mental funk a month or so
before the break, and I feel like I hit a reset button after
the break and started fresh,” he said. “It was good to get
away from the game for a bit and take my mind off it.”

The 5-foot-9, 166-pound Laing had eight goals and
14 points in 31 games, as of Feb. 9. He had three assists
in a contest versus the Swan Valley Stampede in Janu-
ary. Laing scored twice in a game against the Northern
Manitoba Blizzard.

“Bryan is a very intelligent player in all situations,”
Virden head coach Tyson Ramsey said. “As a smaller guy,
he is a great skater and can grind it out against bigger

bodies. His work ethic is tremendous and contagious.
He wins faceoffs and also has an ability to score. Bryan
is a very complete player and also a great teammate. We
are lucky to have him here and I am excited to watch his
game continue to progress.”

Regarding Laing’s prolific points production up front,
itis interesting to note that he was a defenceman early in
his hockey career.

“I changed at bantam AAA tryouts because I had no
chance of making it as a D-man,” Laing said. “I wentas a
forward for the tryout and stuck with it ever since. I found
some success with it pretty early and it seemed to fit my
game more with being a smaller guy.”

He played Ul5 and U18 AAA in the Southwest Cou-
gars organization. The Oil Caps drafted him in 2023.
This season he is billeting with Linda, Curt, and Connor
Somerville. What has he liked about his time with the
Oil Capitals?

“The biggest thing I've enjoyed is all the off ice stuff
our team does together, and always being together every
day - unlike in AAA where you might have one or two
guys in your hometown.”

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS

Virden Qil Caps Bryan Laing.

VIRDEN’S DAVYIDSON THRIVING WITH CAMPBELL

RIVER STORM

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Virden’s Hudson Davidson is enjoying life on and off
the ice on Vancouver Island.

The son of Karla and Craig Davidson is in his first
season with the Campbell River (BC) Storm. The
squad competes in the Vancouver Island Junior Hockey
League.

“Playing for the Storm thisyear has been an awesome
experience,” Davidson said. “I've enjoyed everything
from the culture of the town and support we get from
the community to the excitementand new experiences
I've been able to find myself in on the Island, the new
teammates and new friends I've made from all over
the world, all have made for an incredible time and an
amazing learning opportunity.”

Last season, Davidson was a rookie defenceman with
his hometown Virden Oil Capitals. He played in front
of friends and family at every home game. Now they
back him from far away.

“My family’s support has been amazing,” he said.
“My family has been very great at staying in touch and
continuing to support me even through all the chal-
lenges of being thousands of kilometres away. I've been
super grateful to have amazing billetsin Campbell River
that have fully opened me into their home making the
transition away from home so much easier.”

The 5-foot-11, 185-pound blueliner has grasped an
opportunity to put his offensive skills on display. He has
three goals, 12 assists, and 15 points through 33 games.

“Offensively, I was able to contribute more this sea-
son as I've been given the opportunity to be a more
offensive D-man and been able to get tons of support

on the ice through our coaching staff
and the skills coaches we work with,”
Davidson said. “But overall, on top of
all of that, I've been able to gel great
with my teammates, who have been
great in pushing our team’s pace and
playing a style of game I've been able
to do well in.”

The Storm have been pleased to have
him. General manager Lou Gravel said,
“Hudsonisasmart, puck-moving D that
makesgreatdecisionsand thatcanjump
in the offence. He’s a top-two D here
and has attracted the attention of (Brit-
ish Columbia Hockey League) teams.”

As of January, Davidson twice had
been called up to practice and skate
with two BCHL teams: the Coquitlam
Express and Powell River Kings.

“I'wasable to go over to Coquitlam for
afewdaysand skate with them,” he said.
“Aswell, Iwas also asked to go to Powell
River to skate with their organization as
well. Both were a phenomenal experi-
ence. I'was able to partake in both normal practice as
well as structure learning practices and skills practice,
which full showed me all the small details that go into
the game at a high level as well as the compete and
effort put in every day to be a high-calibre winning
organization that Coquitlam has.”

Regarding life away from the ice, he said “Living on
the island has been an absolute blast! The island offers
alittle bit of everything I enjoy. Whether itis going for a
hike through the lush forest, going up the mountain to

GET MORE FROM YOUR DAY....

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Hudson Davidson, posing between his parents Craig and Karla,
plays for the Campbell River Storm in British Columbia.

ski or taking a dip in the ocean, the Island hasitall. As
well, my billets have made it super easy for me to be able
to get to experience everything the island has to offer.”

Davidson has been working part-time as a youth
baseball instructor based out ofa gym thatsponsors the
Storm. He said “it was a great opportunity to be able to
get my mind away from hockey at times and help outin
another sport that I love. That, tied with the beautiful
weather, has made some December days feel like I'm
back in Manitoba summer.”
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OI1L CAPITALS EXTEND
WINNING STREAK TO 11
WITH TRIO OF YICTORIES

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS

Virden Oil Caps vs the Dauphin Kings on Feb. 7.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Oil Capitals continued to
rack up the wins last week.

With a trio of victories, they extended
theirwinningstreak to 11 games. Winnum-
ber 11 was a 1-0 victory over the Manitoba
Junior Hockey League-leading Niverville
Nighthawks.

“Welikealotaboutourgamerightnow,”
Virden head coach Tyson Ramsey said. “I
thinkwe are getting contributionsfromup
and down our lineup and we have gained
a confidence that when we play the right
way we can have success against anyone.
Our ability to stick to our game plan no
matter what happens in the course of a
shift, period or game has been important.
When we are fast, physical and structured
we are a tough team to play against.”

Asof Feb. 9, the Oil Capsled the MJHL
MGEU West Division with a 29-10-2-0 re-
cord. They hosted the Selkirk Steelers on
Feb. 10after the Empire-Advancedeadline.
The Oil Capitals play in Winkler on Feb.
13 and Neepawa on Feb. 15. The Winkler
Flyers visit on Feb. 16.

In front of a crowd of 801 in Niverville
onFeb. 7, rookie Tyson Ulmerscored 11:26
into the third period to lift the Oil Caps
to victory. The Virden team had been de-
fending in its own end when an opponent
lost the puck.

“Brooks (Siemens) picked itup and sent
me on a breakaway behind their defence-
men,” Ulmer said. “I had the puck on my
forehand, realized that I wouldn’t be able
to get a quality shot on goal before the
backchecker caughtme,soIquickly pulled
it to my backhand and flipped it past the
goalie’s left shoulder as he was sliding to

his right.

“The goal was obviously huge forus asit
gave us the lead with under nine minutes
to go againstavery strong Niverville team,
and it ended up being the difference in a
very tight-checking game. We’re obviously
pumped taking down a team like Niver-
ville,and I think thatgame servesasastate-
ment for our group, that we can play with
and beat anyone when we’re at our best.”

Virden goalie Braxton Burdenymade 33
saves to earn hisfifth shutoutof the season.
He was the game’s First Star. Defenceman
Nathan Schaefer earned the third star.

The Oil Capitals outscored the visiting
Dauphin Kings, 3-1, in the second period
on the way to a 7-5 victory on Feb. 7. The
contest had been knotted 2-2 after 20
minutes of play. The Oil Capitalsscored on
three ofitsseven power play opportunities.
The hosts killed off all three of Dauphin’s
power plays.

Virden’s own Bryce Bryant racked up
four points with a goal and three assists.
London Hoilett was the game’s First Star.
He had a goal and an assist as did Colten
Worthington, the Second Star; Cohen
Lewko; Ulmer;and Austin Osiowy. Carson
Wright also scored. Schaefer had two as-
sists. Micky Gross made 24 saves as Virden
won in front of 817 fans.

A three-goal second period helped the
Oil Capitals beat the Northern Manitoba
Blizzard 5-3 on Feb. 4 in The Pas. The
teams were tied at 1-1 after one period.
Virden led 4-2 after two.

Bryant, the First Star, registered a goal
and twoassists. Colten Wrightwas the third
star with a goal and an assist. Worthing-
ton, Liam Goertzen, and Marshall Light
also scored for Virden. Burden stopped
19 shots.

Cest.2015)

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
BUILDING, PLANNING AND MUNICIPAL BY-LAW INSPECTOR

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a qualified individual for the position of Building, Planning &
Municipal By-Law Inspector. This role is responsible for ensuring compliance with Manitoba’s building
codes, planning regulations, and all municipal by-laws (including zoning, property standards, nuisance) while
administering development agreements and planning documentation for Trans Canada West Planning District on
behalf of the Municipality.

Duties and Responsibilities

 Conduct building, plumbing, mechanical, zoning, and property standards inspections
 Review and issue building, plumbing, occupancy, and development permits

e Ensure permits and documents are uploaded to the Manitoba Municipal Reporting Online (MMO) system
e Enforce all municipal by-laws — property standards, signage, nuisance, noise, etc.

e |nvestigate complaints and issue warnings, orders, and violations as required

e Administer and monitor development agreements and planning documentation

e Assist with conditional use, variance, and subdivision applications

e Maintain accurate digital and paper records, inspection notes, and reports

 Provide information and guidance to residents, developers, and contractors

e Coordinate with RCMP, Peace Officers or Provincial agencies for joint enforcement

o Perform other duties as assigned by the CAO or Council

Skills and Qualifications
e Experience in building inspection, by-law enforcement, or municipal planning as asset
© Ability to read building plans and interpret zoning regulations
e Strong communication and customer service skills
o Manitoba Class 5 driver’s license (clean abstract)
e Inspector certification (Parts 3 & 9) or trade background an asset

The R.M. Wallace-Woodworth offers a competitive salary based upon the applicant’s experience and
qualifications. A complete job description is available upon request. The successful candidate can expect a salary
reflective of their experience and qualifications.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST

Job Description: The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a motivated and professional individual for
the full-time position of Administrative Assistant/Receptionist at the Virden Municipal Office. The
Administrative Assistant/Receptionist reports to the Chief Administrative Officer (CAQ) and is responsible for
providing frontline customer service and administrative support to the CAQ and municipal departments.

Duties and Responsibilities

* Provide front-counter reception and customer service to residents, contractors, and visitors

e Answer and direct phone calls, emails, and general inquiries

e Receive, process, and receipt payments in accordance with municipal policies

e Assist with utility billing, changes of ownership, and related records

e Handle incoming and outgoing mail, deliveries, and document filing

* Provide administrative support to municipal departments including Utilities and Transportation
e Cross-training to provide coverage at other municipal offices (Kenton and Elkhorn) as required
e Active role in the Municipal Safety Program

 Uphold a strict level of confidentiality

e All other duties as assigned

Skills and Qualifications
e Strong customer service, communication, and organizational skills
e Attention to detail and ability to manage multiple priorities
e Previous office or reception experience preferred
 High school graduate at minimum; post-secondary administrative training considered an asset
e Demonstrated proficiency with computer applications including Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Outlook)
o Ability to work independently and as part of a small team
o Valid Class 5 Driver's Licence

A complete job description is available upon request. The successful candidate can expect a salary reflective
of their experience and qualifications. The position will be eligible for a full benefits package after 6 months,
including employer-paid Blue Cross insurance and a matched pension.

LANDFILL SITE ATTENDANT — KENTON

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a motivated individual for the position of Landfill Site Attendant
for the Kenton Nuisance Grounds location. The Landfill Site Attendant assists the Transportation Superintendent
in operating the waste disposal grounds in compliance with the Waste Disposal Ground Operating Permit for the
site, municipal policies, and Workplace Health and Safety regulations.

Certificate in Landfill Operations is an asset. Applicant must be willing to take the necessary certification courses.

Description and Qualifications
e Permanent, part-time position (currently at 14 hours/week winter, 17 hours/week summer).
e Must be willing to work Saturdays, and one evening per week during the summer months.
® Direct all users to appropriate disposal or storage locations for all items being disposed.
e Ensure source separation of garbage and recyclables.
e Accept tires, general scrap iron, and spray containers; store at proper locations and keep area tidy.
e Assist in transferring or disposing of waste, as required.
e Maintain daily records of waste entering the disposal site.
e Keep all buildings and areas of the landfill site clean and well maintained.
e Ensure that fires are not set and all controlled burns are supervised and recorded.
e Report all concerns to the Transportation Superintendent and Chief Administrative Officer.
e Qther duties, as required.
e Must be punctual, motivated, self-starter, and able to work without supervision.
e Good interpersonal skills to deal politely and effectively with the general public.
e Ability to meet physical demands of the position and have an excellent safety record.
e (lass 5 Driver's License required.
Interested candidates should submit a resume with three professional references by:
E-mail: info@wallace-woodworth.com
Mail/Drop-off: R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth Municipal Office
154023 PR 257 Box 2200 (Corner of 83 Hwy & PR 257) Virden, MB ROM 2C0

We appreciate your interest in this position. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
However, only those applicants chosen for an interview will be contacted.

www.wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com
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IN LOVING MEMORY
M I N I OTA G 0 I_F CI_U B AUDREY ELAINE SPARKS WJ ondl @M@C&W lﬁ.ﬂj@lk>
FEBRUARY 27,1937 - DECEMBER 26, 2025 ¢ ¢
Join Our Team On December 26. 2025 The Bennett cemetery Looking for:
: - heaven gained another committee would like to thank FREELANCE
Accepting Applications for 2026 Season angetour mom Aucey the following people for their PHONE
| . .
- Greens-keeper o born donations. January 1, 2025 - to INTERPRETERS
February 27, 1937 December 31, 2025: in Manitoba

* Greens-keeper Assistant
* Club House Manager
* Club House Manager Assistants
* Bookkeeper
P |

to Merv and Nellie
Heaman, the oldest

of three children.
On March 10,
1956, mom married
our dad, Francis Sparks
and from that union came

e Johnathan Hodson
e Ellen Heaman

« Walter Heaman

= Glenda Clarke

+ Meaningful work

« Flexible hours

« Paid per minute

« Experience an Asset

Applications to be sent to:

_ Heather (Andy), Doug (Barb), Help Others

Miniota GO" Club (?3?21%6 (Shelley), Dennis (Bev) and Tammy Ywh: Speak

. .. : our Language
“Applications” Mom loved life on the farm, and the door was be Hegrd ]
PO Box 291 always open and coffee on. There was always

0X time for a visit. Mom leaves her children, 19 Apply Today:
Miniota. MB ROM 1MO grandchildren and 26 great grandchildren, who Tender - ) Ik

. . were her world. She also leaves her sister-in-law rectuiting@cantalk.com

or norjst@gmall.com Marlene (Murray) Heaman, Julie (Fred) Sparks,

as well as brother-in-laws Dave (Verna) Sparks
and Ken (Fran) Sparks, as well as many nieces
and nephews.

Mom was pre-deceased by dad (Francis), her
parents Merv & Nellie, sister Carol and brother
Murray as well as daughter-in-law Tonia. As well
as her mother and father-in-law Katie & Ivan,

For more information contact:

Noreen at 204 748-5567 Announcement

VEL
NG

TENDERS

Sealed tenders must be received by the

sister in-laws May, Wilma, Phyliss and Doreen, | mcna
We are hiring! brother in-laws Jim, Fred, and Albert (Butch). undersigned no later than 4:30 p.m., {(/
g: The family would like to thank hospital and Friday March 13, 2026.
\We have a new opportunity to highlight: Sherwood staff for the care mom received during The tender must include loading and Power Builder
_ helr| st?y;(tAslsotthar;tk youto (?vewone for the phone hauling of approximate!y 3 5’009 cqbic Advertisin
Service Worker cals, texts, etc. atter mom's passing. yards of gravel to be delivered within g
ervice Worke -
e the boundaries of Two Borders. Gravel WORKS!
Facilities hauling must be completed by June
Full-Time, Regular 30, 2026, weather and road conditions « GET SEEN by over
Competition #48-25/26 For Sale permitting. 360,000 Manitoba
Brandon, Manitoba Tender awards may include all or a . Uomes. LOCO!
Salary: $44,242 to $51,938 annually portion of the Municipality. - Crentainstant top of
($21.27 to $24.97 hourly) TURN YOUR STASH Cash 4 Coin All teqders must include the follqwing: mind awareness
Classification: Service Worker 2 INTO CASH!!! Collections! - Alist of equipment used (minimum + Showcase your info,
: of 2 trucks) ) business, product,
As a Service Worker in our Facilities team, you will play a key role in 1 Expected start and finish dates. job, announcements
maintaining the cleanliness, safety, and functionality of our campus. | —) Hauling — cost per C‘}blc_ }’ard/ per mile. or event
Reporting to the Building Services Manager, you will ensure that the S Loading — cost per cubic yard. « We format it, to
environment is well-maintained and conducive to learning. i Please contact the Melita Municipal makg it look great!
o pyng GOLD, ﬁéﬁ’j&’ﬂt‘éﬁg St'g office at 204-522-3263 for further details. + Starting at $339.00
. . - Lo . ) ) includes 45 lines of
For more information, please visit www.assiniboine.net/careers. Buying old Jewelry, Bullion, Gold, Silver, Submit Tenders to: £pace)
.................................................................................... Broken Jewelry, Bullion, Platinum, Sterling Grace Carr CAO + The ads blanket the
Bars, Ingots, Wafers, Silverware, Franklin Municipality of Two Borders ; druni
Assiniboine welcomes applications from all qualified candidates who are Nuggets, Gold dust, Mint sets, Royal Box 499 province andrun in
legally entitled to work in Canada, including Indigenous peoples, persons of all Dental Gold, Coins, Canadian Mint Coins, Melita. MB MCNA's 31 Manitoba
abilities, members of visible minorities, all genders and sexual orientations, and Coin Collections, pre 1937 Paper ROM ,lLO community
all other groups protected by the Human Rights Code. Numismatics, Sterling Money, old coins, Email: cao@twoborders.ca \r}ewspaper;f ‘
Assiniboine College is privileged to provide learning opportunities on the lands Esllvten(yar‘ed&tmore!f gumlsné’c'lltlsts(,;R.are or info@twoborders.ca ’ meer;/ncsztf Zeftci:;e
of the Dakota Oyate, Nakoda Oyate, Ininiwak, Nehethowak, Nehiyawak, sla e'IqUI ations o oins, |Yer oIns, L t tend t il
Anishininewuk, Denesuline, Anishinaabeg, and the National Homeland of the Precious Metals. Gold coins, etc. acoc‘zestegr any tender not necessarily yf?ur rzessage O‘ubt[to
Red River Métis. 1 PAY CASH! Covering Winnipeg & Rural pted. t Z widest possible
e Winni . : audience
For accommodations or alternative formats, contact careers@assiniboine.net Cover.l ng Wlnaneg & Rur'a I Manitoba. I drive to you! .
or 204 725 8729, Manitoba. | drive to you! CALL ME NOW!! Contact this newspaper
CALL ME NOW! TODD: NOW or MCNA at
TODD: 1-204-904-9705 1-204-904-9705 204.947.1691 or email
If you are interested in this career opportunity, please email your For Sale Au Ction classified@mcna.com
resume and cover letter with reference to www.mcna.com
Competition #48-25/26 to: URGENT PRESS RE- and increase your pres-
careers@assiniboine.net LEASES - Have a news-  ence! If have a booth at .
We thank ) _ . worthyitemtoannounce?  any upcoming TRADE BATTERIES FOR Online MCSherry L 8§
‘e thank you for your interest. A itina ch ; _ SHOWS. adverti d 1 . m
Those selected for further nexciting changein oper , advertise, an EVERYTHING! Auctions
: - - ations? Though we cannot  let people know that you 50,000 BATTERIES
consideration will be contacted. guarantee publication,  will be there by placing IN STOCK L1
MCNAwill gettheinforma- ~ an ad with us! Your ad *Auto *Farm *Truck \ﬁntage&CollectibleToys I

Manitoba Community Newspaper
Association Province Wide Classifieds

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein
are the sole responsibility
of the persons or entities
that post the advertise-
ment, and the Manitoba

Community Newspapers
Association and member-
ship do not make any war-
ranty as to the accuracy,
completeness, truthfulness
or reliability of such ad-
vertisements. For greater

information on advertising
conditions, please consult
the Association’s Blanket
Advertising Conditions
on our website at www.
mcna.com.

tion into the right hands for
ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST.
CallMCNA (204) 947-1691
for more information. See
Www.mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising” tab
for more details.

NOW BOOKING YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
2026! Let us help you
book your blanket classi-
fiedads across Manitoba,

will be seen in the MCNA
Member Newspapers, in
over 368,000+ homes in
Manitoba. Please Call
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW
to book, or call MCNA at
(204) 947-1691 for more
details orto book ads. Take
advantage of our great
pricing! MCNA - Manitoba
Community Newspapers
Association. www.mcna.
com

*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools

*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers

*Marine *RV & more

Shipping/Delivery avail.

Tues, Feb.17 @ 7:00 PM

Toys from Estate of: Dennis Jones

Estate & Moving
Wed,Feb.18 @ 7:00 PM

TI-I1§9I%I-\S1;1;ERY "gt"\N McSherryAuction.com

. James St

Winnipeg 204'467‘1858

TF 1-877-775-8271 or 204-886-7027
www.batteryman.ca mesherryltd@gmail.com
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Caldwell sheds light on Internet dangers
Brings adults up to speed

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

rmed with information about apps and how
Akids are using the Internet, Val Caldwell’s

presentation, Bridging the Gap, at Hamiota
Collegiate, was awake-up call for parents to provide
vigilant supervision over their kids’ device usage.

Caldwell, a Kenton area wife, mother of two grown
kids, municipal councillor and part-time farmer has
become a leading voice in helping kids and their
parents navigate today’s ‘wild west’ — the Internet.

She’s spent 18 years speaking to groups that
include Child and Family Services, hockey teams,
school classes, parents and even seniors. Closing the
Gap presentation to adults at Hamiota Collegiate
was both a wakeup call and a tool belt.

“When I started this initiative 18 years ago, I
imagined that there would be 30 or 40 people
around the province doing this type of education.
Unfortunately, that’s not the case.”

She says the RCMP’s ICE unit (Internet Child
Exploitation) provides some education, but says
they’re understaffed right now.

In the evening presentation on Feb. 5 at HCI,
Caldwell contrasted how parenting has changed
since the Internet’s rapid takeover of the global
communication that began in the mid ‘90s to today
where online information, commerce, entertain-
ment, and social networking is normalized.

“I grew up in the 70s,” Caldwell talks about her
Brandon childhood. “We had some cool TV shows.
Cartoons were done by 10 o’clock in the morning
on Saturday. We had nothing to do but get outside
and create some fun.”

She told of slipping away with friends to the rail yard
in Brandon where parents told their kids NOT to go.
Those were the days before the world became our
playground through the Internet.

She pointed out thatstranger danger has taken on
a whole new meaning. Appearing as a cool friend,
someone who ‘gets’ them, who understands your
14-year-old in a virtual world, that ‘friend’ could ac-
tually be a 50-year-old in Winnipeg orin Singapore.

With audience quizzes and a dose of humour, she
revealed the underbelly of cell phone apps (applica-
tions or programs). Caldwell’s dynamic presentation
included PowerPointslides and real-life examples of
incidents that were averted, and some that were not.

She told of a young girl who was being lured into
a meet-up by someone she thought was a teen. The
girl heard Caldwell’s presentation just prior to the
agreed ‘date’ and she called it off. Others have not
fared so well.

Thiswasn’t only about kids. Caldwell pointed out
that cell phones have invaded family spaces like the
dinner table, where dinnerinteraction mightamount
to ‘pass the potatoes’ and actual conversations are
nearly nil. She encourages parents to model what
it means to be present, not distracted.

Caldwell is the first to admit that she’s on her cell
phone alot (and some of thatis research). But she’s
firm about keeping cell phones out of bedrooms
for a couple of reasons including the fact that the
blue light emitted by device screens interrupts the
sleep cycle.

“How many of you take your phone to your room
at night?” she asks. “So even though you feel tired,
then you put the device down, [but] your brain

thinks it’s not time to sleep now.... So, about an
hour before bed, we should be off of any visual
technology.”

Don’t trust labels

On YouTubeKids for example, Caldwell tells
that Five Nights at Freddy’s, a video that would be
pretty creepy and frightening for young children,
was available until around 2022, when complaints
finally led to action.”

She advised, “Indirect supervision is a parent’s
best friend, so while you're in the kitchen making
supper, they’re in the living room on YouTube. You
can hear it, so then if something comes up or you
hear, you know, odd content, then you can hop in
and take a look and say, what are we looking at? Be-
cause even when it’s kids’ YouTube, there’s still stuff
on there that can potentially not be appropriate.”

CoverStar, aimed at kids as young as six to nine,
(pink square icon with a “C”) is a reward-based
app that pushes users to gain likes, followers, and
interactions. Caldwell points out, “How can you
get ‘likes’, ‘follows’, and interactions if you have a
private account? I'm not a big fan of an app that
would be encouraging young kids to be broadcast-
ing themselves live for people to see.”

While intended to be kid-friendly, the app effect-
ively trains young children to act like social media
influencers at an early age.

‘Be Real’ isan app thataccessesa phone’s forward
and backward-facing camera at the same time. The
photo appears like a facetime, with the big screen
and you are in the little square. Snapping a photo
within the two-minute window of time is kind of a

Birthdays

Gkl

life’s milestones...

Congratulations
Anniversaries

Engagements
Weddings
Graduations

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON
Val Caldwell presents information to adults about well-known apps like YouTube to less known Cover Star
(pink square icon with a “C") and Be Real.

game. But are you fully clothed, is it the right time
and place to take that photo at the time?

The most somber minutes of her presentation
explored painful examples of sextortion in Mani-
toba that resulted in teen suicides. Photos sent to
a ‘trusted’ friend fell into the wrong hands. The
young people were devastated, in one case shamed
by peers, and took their lives. The photos do not
disappear — they may continue to circulate.

Throughouther presentation Caldwell encourages
parents to take adult responsibility and monitor cell
phone use. She validates parental decisions to limit
phone use and to make decisions that may meetwith
their children’s howls of protest and anger.

A most telling slide shows a dad stepping into his
young son’sroom to say goodnight, leaving the little
boy with his Internet connected device. It’s likened
to a room with doors behind which violent offend-
ers of every kind are lurking, like a Trojan Horse.

No matter how vigilant a parent is, kids can make
mistakes.

If a young person has shared photos that they
shouldn’t, that could result in extortion, the hope
is that the kid has a trusted adult to go to.

Caldwell admonishes parents not to reprimand
but to support and to know what to do.

Do not ask to view the image and further embar-
rass your child, but this is evidence and should not
be erased from the phone.

Ifa child is being targeted by someone online the
incident should be reported to the RCMP Internet
Child Exploitation unit (ICE): 204-984-3129. They
know what to do.

...and announce them in the Empire-Advance!

@ 204.748.3931
@® sales@empireadvance.ca
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Thoughtful Valentine's gifts

Submitted
By METRO CREATIVE

Valentine’s Day brightens up the bleakness of the short-
est and most wintry month of the year for the northern
part of the globe. Businesses and homes are awash in
pink and red each February, with heart-shaped decora-
tions and boxes filling up store aisles. Sending heartfelt
sentiments is a large part of celebrating Valentine’s Day,

PHOTO BY METRO CREATIVE

and most people cherish the day for the opportunity to
bestow gifts on the ones they love.

The National Retail Federation says more than half
of all consumers typically plan to celebrate Valentine’s
Day. In 2025, $27.5 billion was spent on the holiday,
with consumers continuing to prioritize gifting those
closest to them. The NRF reports the top gift categories
for Valentine’s Day are candy, flowers, greeting cards, an
evening out, and jewelry. Here’s how to make these gifts

MADE in MANITOBA
Helping local farmers

Nearly $12 million in
¥rograms each Axear
or southwest Manitoba

(&

Ducks Unlimited
(anada

ag.ducks.ca

more thoughtful and endearing.
Candy

Gift givers can select candy that is preferable to their
loved one instead of choosing the first box of chocolate
they find at the store. Perhaps the person you love likes
confections from a boutique candy shop a few towns over
or has a hankering for candy from overseas? Mexico, for
example, is known for its Dulce de Leche, while Halva
is a dense, sweet treat from the Middle East. Choosing a
special candy really sets the gift apart.

Flowers

Flowersarespecialgifts. Toooften, peoplefeel pressured
to buy roses on Valentine’s Day, even if this might not be
a special someone’s preferred flower. Choose, instead, a
flower that has particular meaning to the person or one
thatis known to be a favorite. Aster and Baby’s Breath are
two blooms known for being symbols of love, according
to The Old Farmer’s Almanac.

Greeting cards

Ahandmade card may expresswarmer sentiments than
one picked up at the store, particularly since the former
can be customized to the recipient. Include personal-
ized sentiments, inside jokes or memories of time spent
together. Craft and hobby stores offer plenty of supplies
for paper crafting, so it’s possible to create a lovely greet-
ing card with minimal effort.

A night out

Anightoutcan be tailored to the interests of the couple
celebrating. Book a dinner at a restaurant that was the
scene of your first date; otherwise, stay in and watch a
movie you each love.

Jewelry

Jewelry is a very personal gift. While it may seem like a
great idea to surprise a special someone with a bracelet
or earrings, if the style is off or the color wrong, the piece
may not be worn. Rather, the surprise can be a trip to the
jewelry store together to pick out something recipients
wear all the time.

Gifts thatfit the interests, personality and memories of
acouple can be especiallymeaningful on Valentine’s Day.

We know you count on us for reliable, affordable
energy. But we're not just delivering energy -
we're building for the future.

Find out how at hydro.mb.ca/energy-for-life

AN\ Manitoba
Hydro _
energy for life
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2026 excluding appliances & electronics

10 DAY SALE QUALIFYING PURCHASES: FURNITURE, AGCESSORIES, AND MATTRESSES - in STOCK ITEMS ONLY APPLY

LEATHER SOFA & LOVE SEAT Now
LEATHER SEATING REG $2,299 $1'999

UL 3 YOUIRS [FeR UL 3 YIRS R
POWER RECLINER Now EREE! [FR=EE

LEATHER SEATING 8 9 9
2 COLOURS AVAILABLE

POWER SOFA Now | SOFA/CHAISE -
REG $2,299 $1’799 REG $1,549 $899

COULD BROWNWOOD | LAZY BOY
BE YOURS STUDENT ROCKER/

FOR FRESE COUNDIEE OFFICE DESK RECLINER

6 PIECE DINING SET  now REG $449

Now Now

FABRIC SEATING $ 899 EREE" $399 $799

GOULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!
SOFA BED TV STAND

FABRIC COVER WITH 3 DRAWERS

QUEEN MATTRESS 72"Wx15"Dx21.75"H

SEALY POSTUREPEDIC POWER RECLINER REG $2099 REG $459

o reosioe $9990  $1399 $339

Due to the nature of this sale, we feel a brief explanation is essential. At closing on Monday, March 2, 2026 we will tally the 10 days of sales on all furniture, accessories and

mattresses, excluding appliances and electronics, and divide by 10 to get the average daily sales. The day which is the closest to this daily average, without going over it, will be the

day for which all purchasers will receive their purchase amount back, taxes excluded. In the case of credit card purchases, we will issue a credit immediately. We are tremendously
overstocked right now. We must reduce our inventory. To ensure we do, we will even give it away for one day!

FINANCING AVAILABLE With the BRANDSOURCE credit card

e To apply:
. ﬁpplylng IS VISIT web.fairstone.ca/kullbergs
quick. easy, secure. TEXT kullbergs to 75837 from your smartphone

346 King Street Virden, MB 204-748-3331 www.kullbergs.ca Find us on Facebook!
LAYAWAY AINMNCNGAIABLEBY TEXTNG —— |EDIEE within 200km Aok our Sales

KULLBERGS TO 75837

OPTI ONS FROM YOUR SMART PHONE DEI_“’ERY from Brandon, MB  Associates about

ASK YOUR SALES ASSOCIATE ** BRANDONS ONLY LAZYBOY RETAILER ** (ManitOba Only). Delivery OptionS!
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