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We’re Doggone 
Proud of You, 

Graduates!
Congratulations and very 

best wishes to all of this 
year’s graduates. 
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www.virdenanimalhospital.cawww.virdenanimalhospital.ca

258 NELSON ST. W.    VIRDEN, MB    204-748-2856

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OFCONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF

204.748.3396 ~ 300 Frontage Rd, Virden

Congratulations 
to Stetson Cutler 

and all 2026 
graduates!

204.748.1775 ~ 173 King St E, Virden
From all of us at 

Congratulations Graduates!

204.748.2011 ~ 298 6 Ave S, Virden

Congratulations 
to the class of 

2026
Graduation is not the end,

it is just the beginning

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2024!

4th Street, Reston

6 Congratulations Congratulations 
Oak Lake-Sifton Graduates

at Virden Collegiate!

293 Second Ave W, Oak Lake • 204-855-2423

Oak Lake-Sifton Graduates
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Scott Alexander
Scott plans to attend the 
University of Manitoba to 

continue his education 
while pursuing his dream of 

traveling the world.

Karter Bell-Benn
After graduating, Karter 

hopes to travel throughout 
Canada, attending powwows 
and participating in moccasin 
games. He is also considering 

pursuing a postsecondary 
education at Assiniboine 

College in law enforcement 
or education as an EA.

Keisha Brown
Keisha is excited to explore 

all the options that are 
available to her. She wants 
to get a job and she wants 

to stay close to home for the 
time being.

Kristyn Andrew
Kristyn will serve at Circle 

Square Ranch Bible Camp for 
two months before attending 
the University of Winnipeg to 
study elementary education. 

She has faith that God will 
lead her where he wants her 

to go.

Claire Armandico
This fall, Claire plans to 

attend Brandon University to 
pursue a Bachelor of Nursing 

degree. She is looking 
forward to graduating, 
becoming a nurse, and 

embracing new experiences 
in her career and life.

Damar Branker
After graduating, Damar 

plans to attend university and 
earn her Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing. She also hopes to 
travel, make new memories, 
and continue her adventures 
in life with her cat, Instagram 

Reels.

Karlee Bird
Karlee has been accepted 

into the advanced psychiatric 
nursing program at 

SaskPolytech in Saskatoon. 
She hopes to make a positive 
impact on people struggling 

with mental health issues.

Abigail Archambault
Abigail plans to continue 

traveling and visit many new 
places. She also plans to 

attend Brandon University to 
further her education.

George Boynton
George plans to take a gap 
year to work on a farm while 
considering going to college 

for agriculture. During this 
year, he plans to visit his 

family in England and earn as 
much money as possible.

Alexa Banga
Alexa will study exercise 

science pre-physical therapy 
at Vermont State University. 

She will also play on the 
university’s softball team. 

After college, she hopes to 
work with children and travel 

the world.

Dawson Brown
Dawson will attend Howard 

College for two years to 
compete in rodeos for the 
Howard Hawks and to take 

the Ranch Management 
Program. Then, he will come 
home, buy a place to call his 

own, and purchase steers 
to host roping events and 

compete in rodeos.

Soleille Brunette
Soleille will be attending 

Red River College for Digital 
Media Design. She hopes to 

explore her interests and find 
the career path she wants to 

pursue.

Alexis Bukarz
Alexis plans to attend 

Assiniboine Community 
College to study pre-health 
sciences. After graduation, 
she wants to become a lab 
and X-ray technician. She 
is also looking forward to 
traveling the world and 

exploring new places in the 
future.

Saunders Brown
Saunders wants to continue 

competing in moccasin 
tournaments at powwows 

throughout Canada and the 
U.S. Eventually, he would 

like to pursue a career in law 
enforcement. He also plans 
to continue dominating the 
world of professional arm 
wrestling for as long as he 

can!

Kenna Bryant
Kenna’s plans for the 

upcoming fall are to pursue 
her interior design degree in 
Calgary while also starting 
her real estate career. She’s 

excited to build a future 
doing what she loves and 

making her dreams a reality!

Brodie Cameron
Brodie will begin his Level 1 
Carpentry Apprenticeship at 
Assiniboine College. He will 

continue to fish, golf, play 
hockey, and enjoy lake life.

VIRDEN COLLEGIATE 2026

Ryan Allard
After graduating high school, 

Ryan plans to travel and 
experience different cultures. 
She hopes to learn new skills, 
meet new people, and better 
understand her goals for the 
future. After this, she intends 

to pursue post-secondary 
education and work toward 
a career with the Canadian 
Red Cross in international 

operations.

The A.P.P.L.E. Literacy 
Centre would like to 
congratulate their adult 
learners and the VCI 
graduates of 2024 for 
all the hard work they 
did this year!  
We are proud of you!

A.P.P.L.E.
585 Seventh Ave | 204-748-2384

2026

CONGRATS!
The tassel was worth the 

hassle, and we hope it 
leads you to many exciting 

new opportunities and 
achievements!

255 Wellington Street West, Virden, MB
(204) 748-1200

BDO Canada LLP
Chartered Professional Accountants

204.851.0461 ~ craig.russell@century21.ca

 Congratulations 
to the class of 2026!

You did it!

Misha Careme
Misha plans to work for a 

while before exploring her 
postsecondary study options 
in early childhood education.
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Megan Dryden
Megan plans to pursue a 
postsecondary education 
at Brandon University. She 
hopes to earn a law degree 
and is looking forward to 

living in a new city.

Krysian Dupra
Krysian wants to have a 

career in paramedicine. He 
has been accepted to train 

for this at Red River Polytech 
in the fall. He wants a career 
where he can help those in 

need.

Mitchell Draper
Mitchell plans to work in 

the oilfield and further his 
education in accounting 

and finance at Assiniboine 
Community College and 

the University of Regina. He 
hopes to save money and 

find a job he enjoys.

Charley Dunning
In September, Charley will 

attend the University of 
Regina to pursue a journalism 
degree. She plans to become 

a conflict journalist while 
continuing her passion for 

music.

Katy Eastman
Katy hopes to have a career in 
education. She is passionate 

about her Dakota culture 
and language and wants to 
share that passion with her 
community. She also hopes 
to travel the world and learn 
more about other cultures.

Leigh Day
Leigh’s future will revolve 
around her love of horses. 
She currently trains colts 

locally, and hopes to receive 
more training in equine 

reproduction and therapy in 
the future.

Clayton Fourre
Clayton dreams of traveling 

the world someday. He 
hopes to visit Norway, 

Sweden, Japan, and many 
other inspiring places. In 

the meantime, he plans to 
find a job and explore his 

postsecondary study options 
because he also dreams of 

attending university.

Connor Hancharyk
After graduation, Connor 

plans to take a year off to gain 
real-world experience while 
continuing to work before 
pursuing post-secondary 

education. He is considering 
a career in science and is 

looking forward to exploring 
his options as he prepares for 
the next step in his academic 

journey.

Presley Hodson
Presley plans to study 

agricultural business at the 
University of Jamestown 

while playing ACHA Division 
I hockey with the Jimmies. 
She is excited to meet new 

people, see new places, and 
experience it all!

Jacob Graves
Jacob plans to work for 

a while before attending 
Red River Polytech in 

Winnipeg. He plans to study 
business with an emphasis 

in accounting at Assiniboine 
College.

Jacoby Heaman
After graduation, Jacoby 
plans to take a trip away 

from home. He then plans 
to spend the next couple 

years working and building 
savings while deciding if he 

would like to continue to post 
secondary school.

Beckham Clarke
Beckham plans to attend 
Assiniboine Community 

College in the fall to study 
carpentry and woodworking. 

He hopes to complete his 
training and perhaps own his 

own business one day.

Amelia Crawford
Amelia is going to the 

University of Saskatchewan 
in the Agriculture & 

Bioresources - Bachelor 
of Science in Agriculture 

program in the fall of 2026. 
She hopes to become a large 
animal vet, live in Alberta and 

get rich!

Rebecca Collier
Becca is attending Brandon 

University to study education. 
While attending BU, she will 
play for the women’s soccer 

and futsal teams. She plans to 
continue coaching soccer.

Stetson Cutler
Stetson plans to attend 
Howard College in Big 
Spring, Texas, to study 

agribusiness and continue 
competing in rodeos at the 

college level. Keep living your 
dreams!

Owen Charles
Owen plans to attend the 

University of Regina to 
study sports and recreation 
management. He hopes to 
intern in the United States 

and believes that his degree 
will allow him to travel and 

meet new people by working 
in sports. He hopes to work 

for either the Boston Red Sox 
or the Pittsburgh Penguins.

Virden, MB 
204.748.1334

A Proud Moment. 
A Bright Future.

As you celebrate this milestone 
achievement, we wish you continued 

success and happiness.
Congratulations to Leigh Day 
and the entire class of 2026!

We wish you all the 
best today, and the best 
of luck in every future 
endeavor!

349 4th St, Reston, MB ~ 204.851.5924 ~ www.cros-man.com

CCONGRONGRAATULATULATIONSTIONS
CLACLASSS OF 20S OF  2023!244!

 May success, like this graduation,
continue to accompany your life always

Virden: 204-748-6687
Pierson: 204-634-2244

CCONGRONGRAATULATULATIONSTIONS
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 May success, like this graduation,
continue to accompany your life always

Virden: 204-748-6687
Pierson: 204-634-2244

Julia Dik
Julia plans to move to Russia 
in a few years. She hopes to 

pursue an artistic career.

Wambidi Elk
Wambidi plans to continue 

working at the new 
Canupawakpa Gas Station 

for a while. While he is 
saving money, he plans to 

take some time researching 
and exploring other career 

options.
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Kennedy Langevin
Kennedy plans to “keep on 
keeping on.” She plans to 

spend her days living her best 
life. She also plans to claim 

the title of “World’s Best 
Aunt” by the end of 2026.

Sarah Lindsay
Sarah plans to head to 

Saskatoon to pursue an 
Advanced Diploma and 

become a Combined 
Laboratory and X-Ray 

Technician. She wants to 
travel to places like Italy, 

Greece, and Ireland. She is 
always up for the adventure.

Emily Levandosky
Emily plans to work for a year 
or two to earn money before 

traveling the world.

Reed McGrath
Reed is attending Brandon 
University to earn a three-

year degree in physical 
education. While studying, he 
will continue to play hockey, 

baseball, and golf. In the 
distant future, he is excited to 
settle down and start a family.

Jaelyn McMaster
Jaelyn plans to earn her 

Bachelor of Arts at Brandon 
Univeristy before pursuing a 
law degree at the University 

of Manitoba. Afterwards, she 
plans to travel with friends.

Justus McKelvey
Justus plans to pursue a 

career in writing and the arts. 
Until then, he plans to make 

enough money to earn a 
diploma.

Avrin Krieser
Avrin plans to attend the 
University of Winnipeg to 
earn a bachelor’s degree 
in child development so 

she can become a pediatric 
occupational therapist. In 

her free time, she hopes to 
be back on stage, where she 

feels at home.

Kylie Kufflick
Kylie plans to attend post-

secondary school and 
take courses in addictions 

counseling at the university 
level. She plans to travel 
during her gap year and 

continue traveling once her 
career takes off.

Luka Mahmutovic
Luka is pursuing a career in 
baseball in Victoria, BC, and 

hopes to become an MLB 
scout.

Angelo Lopez
Angelo plans to work in 

construction, earn his Red 
Seal certification in carpentry. 

He is currently working on 
building his own truck.

Keyan Massina
Keyan plans to get a job at a 
restaurant after graduation. 
He plans to work in Virden 

for a few years and then see 
where life takes him.

  The Future Is 
WIDE OPEN

May you find yourself 
filled with purpose and 
surrounded by love, 
support and friendship.

CONGRATS TO EMILY, JOSH, KRISTYN 
AND ALL THE GRADS!

175 Wellington St W, 
204-748-3200 

Brenden Houston
Brenden will continue 

working for Shaw 
Earthmoving as a heavy 

equipment operator. In his 
free time, he will continue to 

build up his truck, ride his dirt 
bike, and hang out with his 

friends.

Ariannah Kerr
Ariannah will pursue 

psychology at the University 
of Winnipeg in the fall. She 

plans to become a child 
psychologist and earn a good 
income. She will try her best 

to continue performing in 
musicals and to maintain 
her love of music while 

studying. After finishing at 
the University of Winnipeg, 

Ariannah would like to travel 
and see more of the world.

Harji Khosa
Harji Khosa plans to begin 
a carpentry apprenticeship 

with Roger Branum 
Construction in the fall. 

He plans to take carpentry 
courses at Assiniboine 

Community College. While 
studying and building a 

successful career, he hopes 
to travel. Harji hopes to 

someday retire with financial 
stability and a loving family.

Hailey Iverson
Hailey would like to work 

for the town of Virden until 
she is able to start her own 

business.

Sienna Hotain-Sandy
Sienna plans to attend 

Brandon University, where 
she will build her future while 

staying connected to her 
passions. She enjoys dancing 
powwow, attending cultural 
events, and spending time 
with friends. She hopes to 

travel the powwow trail in the 
years ahead.

Diego Klassen
Diego plans to become a 

plumber.

Joshua Lancaster
Joshua plans to continue 

working on the family farm 
in Kola. His trucking will give 

him a chance to see some 
new countryside and uncover 

all the possibilities waiting 
for him.
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Nathaniel Merkel
Nathaniel plans to work 

in construction again this 
summer as an apprentice to 

earn his Red Seal.

Emily Mead
Emily plans to stay at Prairie 

Mountain Health in the 
recreational department. She 

hopes to take some classes 
to advance her career in 

healthcare.

Grace Morray
Grace will be attending 

the University of Calgary 
to study psychology in the 
fall. Afterward, she hopes 

to travel more and see new 
places.

Winston Perrin
Winston plans to continue on 

his path toward a career in 
carpentry and construction 

until he inevitably passes 
away.

Tristan Plaisier
Tristan plans to start his 

career as a pilot by getting 
all of his licenses, and then 

he will start private flying. He 
hopes to continue including 

music and theater into his life 
through the Konektis Choir 

and local musicals.

Rebeka Penner
Rebeka plans to attend 

Ethnos360 Bible Institute 
in Wisconsin in the fall to 

pursue her degree in biblical 
and theological studies. She 

hopes to continue playing the 
piano and violin and to keep 

enjoying life.

Nova Pirie
Nova will attend the 

University of Saskatchewan’s 
College of Arts and Science, 
focusing on psychology. She 
hopes to travel and to make 

the most of every opportunity 
life has to offer.

Madeleine Potter 
Lukye

Madeleine plans to earn a 
Bachelor of Arts, then attend 

law school. She aims to 
become a Crown attorney 

prosecutor.

Paige Roche
Paige plans to work at the 

Oak Lake Day Care following 
graduation. In her free time, 

she wants to pursue her 
favorite activities: drawing, 

dancing, and spending time 
with her dog, Radar, who is 

her best friend.

Johannes Rossouw
Joa Rossouw plans to take a 

gap year to save money before 
attending Red River College 
to study animation. He hopes 
to move to Europe one day to 
work in the animation industry 

and to have a side job as a 
bartender, game developer, or 
tattoo artist. He sends his best 
wishes to the VCI teachers and 
thanks them for all they have 

taught him.

Raya Rolston
Raya hopes to travel across 

Canada and explore her post-
secondary study options after 

graduation. Her goal is to 
work hard so that she can go 

and explore the world.

Owen Routledge
Owen plans to continue 

farming. He would also like 
to travel and explore other 

agricultural ventures.

Dexen Routledge
Dexen plan to take a year off, 

work at GoHard, and then 
return to school to learn a 

trade.

Owen Mytopher
Owen will attend the 

University of Regina to study 
business administration this 
fall. In the future, he plans to 
travel extensively around the 

world.

Ethan Nixon
Ethan plans to attend 

Assiniboine Community 
College’s carpentry program 

while continuing to work 
for his family’s construction 

company.

Shae Paton
Shae plans to study 

biomedical sciences at the 
University of Saskatchewan 

in the fall, hoping to have 
a career in occupational 

therapy or human genetics 
research. She plans to travel 
and experience the world. 
She is looking forward to 

learning and seeing where 
life takes her.

Abby Pearn
Abby plans to attend the 

University of Manitoba, where 
she will pursue a four-year 

bachelor’s degree in agronomy. 
After that, she plans to stay 

close to home, where the farm 
is and where she fell in love with 
agriculture. She hopes to find a 
local company that will hire her 

as an agronomist so that she 
can go to work every day doing 

what she loves.

Shane Ritchie
Shane will be joining the work 
force next year, and possibly 
going to school in the fall of 

2027.

326 King St E, Virden
204-748-2300

guild.ca

ELKHORN, MB
204-845-2315

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2026!

to Dawson Brown 

and the Class of 2026
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Preston Studer
Before beginning his 

carpentry apprenticeship, 
Preston plans to take a trip 
to Alberta with some of his 
fellow graduates. He will be 
working for Roger Branum 

Construction.

Kevin Valiente
Kevin plans to follow his 

passion for cars and have 
a career in the automotive 

industry.

Keaton Studer
Keaton plans to work for 
a year before attending 
Assiniboine Community 

College for a welding 
apprenticeship.

Isaac Tinant
Isaac is the favorite student 

in the class of 2026, and he’s 
working toward becoming 

VCI’s all-time favorite 
graduate! He plans to attend 
school in Winnipeg, and then 

drive off into the sunset.

Daniël Venter
Daniël is moving to Regina 

to become a paramedic. He 
hopes to one day have the 
opportunity to work with 

STARS.

Georgie Smith
Georgie is excited to begin 

her next chapter at the 
University of Saskatchewan, 
where she will study history 
while working toward law 
school and a future career 

as a defense attorney. 
Afterward, she plans to focus 
on her career and later start 

a family.

Maddie Warkentin
Maddie will attend the 

University of Saskatchewan 
to earn a Bachelor of Animal 
Science, hoping to one day 
work in the veterinary field. 
She plans to continue riding 

horses and competing in 
rodeos. During the winter, 
she plans to play curling on 
a university team. Maddie is 
looking forward to the new 
challenges and experiences 
that life will offer her in the 

future.

Tyra Wilkinson
Tyra will attend Assiniboine 

College, where she will 
continue playing volleyball 
and complete the two-year 

social services program. 
She then hopes to transfer 

to a university to study 
psychology, as she dreams 
of becoming a children’s 

psychologist. She also hopes 
to travel the world in her 

twenties and learn about as 
many cultures as possible.

JosephYaskow
Joey is going to spend 

his first two years melting 
metal, hoping to attend a 

postsecondary institution to 
study environmental sciences 

and continue exploring his 
passion for plants.

Joshua Whittle
Josh wants to travel the 
world. (He has never left 

Canada, nor even Manitoba.)

Haiden Wilson
Haiden plans to study at the 
University of Saskatchewan 

to earn her Bachelor of 
Commerce degree. She 

hopes to become a forensic 
accountant later in her career. 

She plans to travel across 
Europe and earn a lot of 

money.

Ethan Schellenberg
Ethan plans to continue his 
career in collision repair at 
Lonestar Automotive. He 
intends to finish his other 

project vehicles sooner rather 
than later.

Travis Simard
Travis plans to continue 

farming near McAuley. He is 
also looking forward to being 

the world’s best dad to his 
daughter, Abigail.

Kayden Shiner
Kayden plans to continue 

working in the farming 
industry for a year or two 
while he explores post-

secondary his study options.

Easton Slimmon
Easton plans to start working 

for his family’s trucking 
company while continuing 

to farm and further his 
education.

Rylan Rudneski
Rylan plans to work while 

practicing taxidermy.

Brenna Stewart-Barre
Brenna plans to get a job 

after grad and make some 
money. In her freetime she 
looks forward to spending 

time with her family and her 
boyfriend. She also wants to 
find activities and hobbies 

where she can sing and 
dance!

Suzy Vrublevsky
Suzy is excited to attend 

Assiniboine College to study 
early childhood education 

and begin a career working 
with children. She is also 

looking forward to traveling, 
making new memories, and 
exploring new opportunities 

after graduation.

Class of 2026
Congratulations

346 King Street, Virden, Manitoba
204-748-3331 www.kullbergs.ca

MNP.ca

Virden Office   I   204.748.1340

On behalf of the entire MNP 
team, congratulations on reaching 
this major milestone. We can’t 
wait to see what you do next!

Congratulations, 
Class of 20242026

Good Luck
on all your 

future
endeavours

Class of 2026!Class of 2026!



SCOTT ALEXANDER HMr. Brick “A Friend to All” Award

KRISTYN ANDREW HVCI Staff Scholarship

ABIGAIL ARCHAMBAULT HDryden Applied Com-
merce Education Award HGoulter Scholarship HKola 
School ACSL Scholarship

CLAIRE ARMANDICO HCraig A. McIntosh Bursary

ALEXA BANGA HVCI Staff Scholarship

KARTER BELL-BENN HGolden Bears Indigenous 
Recognition Scholarship

KARLEE BIRD HDr. John William Bradley Memorial 
Scholarship HGolden Bears Hockey Continuing Education 
Scholarship HLinda Hayward Memorial Scholarship HVCI 
Parent Council Student Leadership (ACSL) Scholarship

GEORGE BOYNTON HWoodworth Grazing Club Scholarship

DAWSON BROWN HManitoba High School Rodeo Scholarship

SAUNDERS BROWN HGolden Bears Indigenous 
Recognition Scholarship

KENNA BRYANT HVCI Staff Scholarship

BRODIE CAMERON HDorothy Manser Scholarship

OWEN CHARLES HVCI Staff Scholarship HGolden 
Bears Hockey Continuing Education Scholarship

BECKHAM CLARKE HAssiniboine College One to 
Watch Entrance Scholarship HFort La Bosse School 
Division Scholarship HGolden Bears Hockey Continuing 
Education Scholarship

BECCA COLLIER HVCI Reach for the Top Award 
HVirden Royal Purple Scholarship

AMELIA CRAWFORD HCraig A. McIntosh Bursary 
HManitoba High School Rodeo Scholarship

STETSON CUTLER HManitoba High School Rodeo Scholarship

LEIGH DAY HManitoba High School Rodeo Scholarship

JULIA DIK HVirden Music & Arts Festival Visual Art Scholarship

MITCHELL DRAPER HVCI Staff Scholarship

MEGAN DRYDEN HVirden & Area Justice Committee 
Scholarship HRoyal Canadian Legion # 8 Scholarship

CHARLEY DUNNING HArts Mosaic Scholarship 
HLadies Auxiliary to Royal Canadian Legion Branch #8 
Scholarship HRoyal Canadian Legion # 8 Scholarship 
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HVCI Choir Scholarship

KRYSIAN DUPRA HVCI Staff Scholarship HVirden 
Music & Arts Festival Drama Scholarship

KATY EASTMAN HGolden Bears Women in STEM Scholarship

CONNOR HANCHARYCK HVCI Staff Scholarship

PRESLEY HODSON HVCI Staff Scholarship

ARIANNAH KERR HVCI Staff Scholarship HVirden 
Music & Arts Festival Choral Music Scholarship

HARJI KHOSA HMatthew Sanders Memorial Award

AVRIN KRIESER HLadies Auxiliary to Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch #8 Scholarship HTown of Virden Schol-
arship HValleyview Coop Academic/Merit Scholarship 
HVCI Choir Scholarship HVCI Parent Council Student 
Leadership (ACSL) Scholarship

SARAH LINDSAY HGunby Family Scholarship HJean 
& Murray Thomas Memorial Scholarship Award HVCI 
Student Council Annual Scholarship HVirden and District 
Health Auxiliary Scholarship

ANGELO LOPEZ HPat’s Photography Award

MADELEINE POTTER-LUKYE HVCI Staff Scholarship

LUKA MAHMUTOVIC HKeith Wakely Memorial Scholarship

JAELYN MCMASTER HCraig A. McIntosh Bursary

GRACE MORRAY HCraig A. McIntosh Bursary HDor-
othy Baillie Memorial Scholarship HDuane”Skippy “Hol-
land Memorial Scholarship HMr. C. E. Heapy Memorial 
Scholarship HOak Lake and Area Lions Club Scholarship

OWEN MYTOPHER HDryden Applied Commerce 
Education Award HGuild Insurance Group Scholarship

ETHAN NIXON HVirden Lions Club Power Mech Scholarship

SHAE PATON HVCI Staff Scholarship HVirden Lions 
Club Academic Scholarship

ABBY PEARN HChown Centennial Entrance Scholarship 
HJean & Murray Thomas Memorial Scholarship Award 
HLadies Committee Virden Agriculture Society Scholarship 
HR.M. of Wallace-Woodworth Scholarship Ward 1 (Wood-
worth) HVCI Parent Council Student Leadership (ACSL) 
Scholarship HVirden Lions Club Business Scholarship

REBEKAH PENNER HVCI Staff Scholarship HVCI 
Student Council Annual Scholarship

GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Abby Pearn

VALEDICTORIAN 
Owen Mytopher

IT’S BEEN A SLICE!
CONGRATS TO OUR 

GRADS OF 2026!

290 FRONTAGE RD W, VIRDEN  204-748-6500

VIRDEN

HARJI KHOSA, HAIDEN WILSON, SHANE RITCHIE, 
REED MCGRATH, TYRA WILKINSON, ALEXA BANGA,
GEORGIE SMITH, SHEA PATON, PRESLEY HODSON, 

KYLIE KUFFLICK, GEORGE BOYNTON, MEGAN DRYDEN

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL GRADUATES 

IN OUR COMMUNITY! 
On behalf of everyone at

Four Seasons, we’re wishing 
you all the best 

as you celebrate this 
exciting achievement and 
begin your next chapter.

www.fourseasonssales.com

It’s time to celebrate!
Hope you enjoyed 

your special day, and 
please stay safe.

204-748-2790204-748-2790
540 7 Ave S, Virden
www.lrbelectric.ca
info@lrbelectric.ca

WINSTON PERRIN HScott Most Improved Award

NOVA PIRIE HVCI Staff Scholarship

TRISTAN PLAISIER HCarlyle Jorgensen Scholarship 
HVirden Music & Arts Festival Choral Music Scholarship

RAYA ROLSTON HVCI Staff Scholarship

DEXEN ROUTLEDGE HBryan Wark Memorial Schol-
arship HKevin Wadham Memorial Scholarship HVCI 
Staff Scholarship

OWEN ROUTLEDGE HWoodworth Grazing Club Scholarship

EASTON SLIMMON HWoodworth Grazing Club Scholarship

GEORGIE SMITH HDuane”Skippy “Holland Memorial 
Scholarship HLillian Donaldson Scholarship HOak Lake 
and Area Lions Club Scholarship

PRESTON STUDER HScott Trades Scholarship

ISAAC TINANT HMiss I. M. Dryden Highest Business 
Mark Scholarship

SUZY VRUBLEVSKY HVCI Staff Scholarship

MADDIE WARKENTIN HDryden Applied Commerce 
Education Award HR.M. of Wallace-Woodworth Schol-
arship Ward 2 (Wallace) HRoyal Canadian Legion # 8 
Scholarship HVirden Curling Club Scholarship HMani-
toba High School Rodeo Scholarship

TYRA WILKINSON HLaura Densmore Memorial 
Scholarship HLaura Fefchak Memorial Scholarship 
HScott ELA Scholarship

HAIDEN WILSON HCorex Resources Continuing 
Education Scholarship
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Raindrops, teardrops, and smiles were all part of Virden 
Collegiate Institute (VCI) graduation ceremonies  

Planned presentations 
started at VCI and trans-
ferred to the Tundra Oil & 

Gas Place as the promised precipitation arrived.  During 
the day each graduate received their diploma and awards 
in scheduled presentations.  Graduation evening following 
a day of rain had the grads come through with all the col-
ours of the rainbow.  Their entrance into the Tundra Oil 
& Gas Place illuminated the diverse backgrounds of each.  
Sparkly gowns, ribbon skirts to caps, western hats, heels, 
boots and the brightest white sneakers imaginable entered 
the arena floor to claim their place on this special day. 

The Masters of Ceremonies Carrie Tapp and Nathan 
Holovach introduced each grad, their graduating credits, 
awards, and future plans as the graduates and their escorts 
(sometimes also a graduate) entered and remained in 
the spotlight for that memorable moment of time.  It was 
amazing to hear the number of honour students that VCI 
produced this year and not only that a grad had earned 
41.5 credits but also heartwarming to be introduced to the 
Mature students graduating who had taken a longer road 
to this special achievement in their life. Once all gradu-

ates were seated, speeches began.  Sarah Lindsay, Student 
Council President spoke on her role in school and asked 
the students to take a moment and look around as after 
this day your life is changed.  The Grad – Parent Tribute 
was given by Rebecca and Beth Collier, they reminded 
the grads of some important moments and stated to “be 
brave, dream big and remember that the journey is not 
a straight line but has many destinations”.  Valedictorian 
Owen Mytopher said surprisingly he didn’t feel nervous 
and his speech reflected the confidence that this young 
man sets forth from Virden Collegiate Institute (VCI) with 
into the future. Closing remarks by VCI Principal Mark 
Keown touched on some of the humour found through 
the years with these students.  He also told the graduates 
to remember that “your future is not written by chance 
but by choices you make”.  

The Grand March around the arena allowed every-
one present to see all the hard-working students being 
honoured as they strolled first as couples, then as sets of 
four and then individually and back as couples.  Both the 
smiles and trepidation on their faces struck a chord with 
the crowd that as they step into a future not fully aware 

of what changes will greet them.
The video board located behind the grads seating 

area reminded the crowd that ‘success is built one step at 
a time’, something we all need to remember in our lives.

Congratulations
to all the 2026 

Graduates 

Take pride in how far you have come andTake pride in how far you have come and
have faith in how far you can gohave faith in how far you can go

Valleyview

Virden  Melita 
Pierson  Oak Lake

Kenton  Reston

valleyviewco-op.crs

The journey doesn’t end here - it’s just 
the beginning.

Wishing much success 
to the

Graduates
of 2026!

Virden Eyecare Centre
Dr. David Cochrane • Dr. Julie Paradine

170 Nelson Street West, Virden
204-748-1094

TO THE GRADUATINGTO THE GRADUATING

CLASS OF CLASS OF 
2026!2026!

CongratulationsCongratulations

By Nancy Jo Moller
Empire-Advance

Virden Class of 2026. 

Valedictorian Owen Mytopher delivers an inspiring 
speech. 

PHOTOS BY SHARLA GEORGE PHOTOGRAPHY



Empire-Advance
JULY 3, 2026 C1www.empireadvance.ca

serving virden & area since 1885

VIRDEN COLLEGIATE ~ RESTON SCHOOL ~ ELKHORN SCHOOL

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2023
May this be the beginning of a great adventure

6

Proud of Ourroud of Our  
GRADUATES!GRADUATES!

May all of your hopes, goals and dreams come true as you embark on the next chapter.

Honoring Our
Graduates
We’d like to extend our sincere 
congratulations and best wishes to the 
Class of 2026. As you celebrate this 
milestone achievement, please know 
you have made your community and 
your loved ones proud!

MCAULEY: 204.722.2053
ST. LAZARE: 204.683.2241

WWW.RMOFELLICEARCHIE.CA

204.748.2779 
178 Nelson St W, 
Virden, MB

CongratsCongrats
DIANE, ASHLEY, 
BAYLEE, CARLEY, 
ALYSHA, & BROOKE 
AND ALL THE 
2026 GRADS!

To the Class of 2026 and their families, best 
wishes and happy celebrating!

315 King Street East, 
Virden, MB

(204) 748-2050
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ELKHORN SCHOOL 2026

The sky’s the limit, 
so reach for the stars

Congratulations to this 
year’s graduates on your 
stellar achievement!

Virden, MB • 204-748-1876

Any way you slice it, we 
couldn’t be more proud of this 

year’s graduating class!

We know you’ll go far, and 
we wish you much happiness 

and success. Thanks for 
being such outstanding 

students and citizens.
(204) 707-6020

(204) 748-2223

Emmalee Flannery
Parents or guardian’s names: 

Lee & Kimberly Flannery 
Future Plans: Emmalee plans 
to attend Brandon University 

to pursue a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing.

Riley Bohemier
Parents or guardian’s names: 

Joey & Coralee Bohemier
Future Plans: Riley will be 
studying technology at 
Assiniboine Community 

College in the fall. 

Shelby Archer
Parents or guardian’s names: 

Shelly & James Archer
Future Plans: Shelby plans to 

attend Brandon University 
to pursue a Business 

Administration Certificate.

Avery Frattinger
Parents or guardian’s names: 

Terri & Trever Frattinger
Future Plans: Avery is 

attending Dakota College 
at Bottineau to take an 

Associate of Arts (major in 
Psychology) as well as play 

hockey and volleyball. 

Colin Judd
Parents or guardian’s names: 
James Judd & Nikki Wilson 

and Christine Judd.
Future Plans: Colin plans to 

work for a year and then enter 
into a heavy duty mechanic 

apprenticeship.

Evan Kennedy
Parents or guardian’s names: 
Samantha & Blake Kennedy
Future Plans: Evan plans to 
continue his apprenticeship 

to become a Red Seal 
Carpenter.

Ryder Kyle
Parents or guardian’s names: 

Mike & Kaileigh Kyle
Future Plans: Ryder plans to 

join the workforce.

Mya McAuley
Parents or guardian’s names: 

Lacy Langley & Wade 
McAuley

Future Plans: Mya plans 
to attend the University of 
Saskatchewan to get her 

Bachelor of Science in nursing 
in hopes of becoming a NICU 

nurse or pediatric nurse.

Cooper McColl
Parents or guardian’s names: 
Travis McColl & Jacqueline 

Rookes
Future Plans: Cooper plans 

to enter post-secondary 
education for Magnetic 

Resonance Imaging.

Education is the key to 
unlocking the world.  
It is your passport to 

freedom!

462 7th Ave South, Virden, MB
Phone: 204-748-3608

Fax: 204-748-3643
Email: phys1st@mymts.net
www.physiofirstclinic.ca
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CLASS OF 2026!

Congratulations
Be bold, be courageous, be your best!   

243 Raglan Street W,
Virden, Manitoba

204-748-1220
mhmlaw.ca

Congratulations 
& Best Wishes
Happy Graduation Day 
to the Class of 2026!
We wish all of this year’s hardworking 
graduates good luck and great success 
as they start the next chapter.

Reston/Melita Chiropractic Clinic    
Dr. Shannon Gervin, D.C.

Reston - 204.877.3104
223 - 4th St, Reston 
Melita - 204.522.3543
155 Summit St, Melita

SHELBY ARCHER HBernard Tutthill Scholar-
ship HBrotherhood House Award HClayton Family 
Award HElkhorn & Area Foundation Scholarships 
HElkhorn Chamber of Commerce HESPC Honour 
Roll HFort La Bosse Honour Roll HGunby Family 
Award HGovernor General

RILEY BOHEMIER HTwin Valley Co-op Gradua-
tion Awards

EMMALEE FLANNERY HElkhorn & Area Founda-
tion Scholarships HElkhorn Leisure Centre Bursary 
HElkwood Manor Health Auxiliary Award HFort La 
Bosse Honour Roll 

AVERY FRATTINGER HElkhorn & Area Founda-
tion Scholarships HElkhorn School Student Council 
Member of the Year HESPC Honour Roll HFort La 
Bosse Honour Roll HJudge John Thompson HRM 
of Wallace-Woodworth Ward 2 Scholarship HRoyal 
Canadian Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary Award HScott 
ELA Scholarship

COLIN JUDD HTwin Valley Co-op Graduation 
Awards

EVAN KENNEDY HScott Most Improved Student 
Award HScott Trades Award

RYDER KYLE HVillage of Elkhorn Award

MYA MCAULEY HElkhorn Tiny Tots HESPC Honour 
Roll HFort La Bosse Honour Roll HGavin Krieser Me-
morial Scholarship HRM of Ellice-Archie Scholarship 
HTwin Valley Co-op Board of Directors Scholarship

COOPER MCCOLL HElkhorn & Area Foundation 
Scholarships HElkhorn School Athlete of the Year-
plaque Male HESPC Honour Roll HFort La Bosse 
Honour Roll HFort La Bosse School Division Award 
HRoyal Canadian Legion #58 Award HValedictorian 
Award (Elkhorn Elks)

EVAN MILLS HElkhorn 
Agricultural Society

GOVERNOR GENERAL
Shelby Archer

VALEDICTORIAN
Cooper McColl

Celebrating You, 
Class of 2026

To the hardworking graduates 
turning the tassel this year, we wish 

you the best!

171 7th St N, Virden, MB 
204-748-1788 

G R A D U A T E S

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 6C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 6C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 6C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 6

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations

ELKHORN SCHOOL 2026 AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
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RESTON SCHOOL 2026

Mya Winnie 
Gray

Daughter of Amanda Gray & 
Braeden Gray 

Future Plans:  Attend 
University of Saskatchewan 

for Education

William Roland 
Ludlam

Son of Marianne & Glen 
Ludlam

Future Plans: Attend 
University of Edmonton for 

Engineering

Greyson Scott 
Fridd

Son of Doug Fridd
Future Plans: Attend ACC for 

Plumbing

Tye Christopher 
Hamel

Son of Michelle & Chris 
Hamel

Future Plans: Attend Brandon 
University Business Finance 

Major

Jack Truitt 
Marsh

Son of Sherry & Larry Marsh
Future Plans: Attend ACC for 

Ag Equipment Technician

Chase Douglas 
Flannery

Son of Kim & Wade Flannery
Future Plans: Attend U of M 
for Diploma of Agriculture

Bree Christa-Lynne 
Russell

Daughter of Kayla Bertholet 
& Adam Russell

Future Plans: ACC for 
Agribusiness

Krystine 
Taylor

Daughter of Cynthia Cerney 

Carter Jason 
Sobry

Son of Aimee & Todd Sobry
Future Plans: Heavy Duty 

Mechanic

James Douglas 
Anderson Williamson

Son of Terri & Dallas 
Williamson

Future Plans: Attend Valley 
City State University to 

pursue Education

George William 
Anderson

Son of Jennifer & Scott 
Anderson

Future Plans: Attend U of S 
for Anthropology Degree

Savannah Lee 
Bartel

Daughter of Keri & Mike 
Bartel

Future Plans: Enter the 
workforce & attend school at 

a later date.

Kallum Robert Keith 
Atchison

Son of Kathleen Atchison & 
Keith Rolf

Future Plans: Enter the 
workforce

Mason Gene 
Cooper

Son of Lindsay & Kyle Cooper
Future Plans: Attend ACC for 

Automotive Mechanic

Leighton Joelene 
Adams

Daughter of Tammy & Dave 
Adams

Future Plans: Work in the 
Veterinary Field

Shaylee Isabella 
Flannery

Daughter of Jacqui & Kelly 
Flannery

Future Plans: Attend 
Saskatchewan Polytechnic for 
Combined Lab & X-Ray Tech

Maycee Devryn 
Ray

Daughter of Jenn & Josh Ray
Future Plans: Attend 

Saskatchewan Polytechnic for 
Oil Field Safety Officer 

At Brandon University, you’ll join a welcoming community, 
with supporting faculty and staff, plus programs that will 
help you launch confidently into your future.

Congratulations 
to the Class of 2026
Ready for your next step?

At Brandon University, you’ll join a welcoming community, 
with supporting faculty and staff, plus programs that will 
help you launch confidently into your future.

Congratulations 
to the Class of 2026
Ready for your next step?

15 Goodridge Road, Virden

204-748-2466

WELL DONE 
CLASS OF 2024!2026

GRANT JACKSON MP
BRANDON-SOURIS

GRANT.JACKSON@PARL.GC.CA

GRANTJACKSON.CA •  204-726-7612



MYA GRAY HCecil & Helen Brownlee Scholarship 
HCromer Seed Plant & Area Scholarship HReston-
Pipestone Pastoral Charge Scholarship

TYE HAMEL HReston and Area Foundation Schol-
arship/Bursary Fund

WILL LUDLAM HCromer Seed Plant & Area 
Scholarship HFort La Bosse School Division Scholar-
ship HGovernor General’s Medal HJohn G. Pearson 
Scholarship HReston Legion Scholarship

JACK MARSH HPipestone Lions Club Award HRural 
Municipality of Pipestone Bursary Apprenticeship

BREE RUSSELL HAssiniboine Community College 
One to Watch Entrance Award HValedictorian Award

JAMIE WILLIAMSON HCoraleigh Henuset Me-
morial Sports Bursary HReston and Area Foundation 
Scholarship/Bursary Fund HReston Minor Hockey 
Award HReston Minor Ball & Fastball Award

July 3, 2026 Virden Empire Advance C5

GEORDIE ANDERSON HGunby Family Award 
HReston and Area Foundation Scholarship/Bursary 
Fund HSinclair Lions Club Bursary

MASON COOPER HCarlyle Jorgensen Memorial 
Scholarship HDavid Turnbull Memorial Bursary 
HReston and Area Foundation Scholarship/Bursary 
Fund HSinclair Lions Club Bursary

CHASE FLANNERY HCecil & Helen Brownlee 
Scholarship HChown Centennial Entrance Scholar-
ship (U of M) HKippen & Elizabeth Cates Memorial 
Scholarship UofM HPipestone Legion Scholarship 
HSouris River Watershed District HValleyview Co-op 
Scholarship HPipestone Lions Club Award 

SHAYLEE FLANNERY HCecil & Helen Brownlee 
Scholarship HReston Drugs Scholarship HReston 
Hospital Auxiliary Award HReston Minor Ball & 
Fastball Award HRural Municipality of Pipestone 
Bursary Health Care HPipestone Lions Club Award 
HPatmore Family Award

GREYSON FRIDD HMorley Curtis Award

GOVERNOR GENERAL 
Will Ludlam

VALEDICTORIAN

Bree Russell

CheCk out our speCials in store!

WAY TO GO, 
JACOBY!

YOU DID IT, 
MADELYN! 

CongratulationsCongratulations 
Class of 2026!Class of 2026!

May your graduation be the 
beginning of many more 
achievements to come. 

We wish you continued success and 
satisfaction in your future endeavors. 

CONGRATULATIONS!

Onward & Onward & 
Upward, Upward, 

Graduates!Graduates!

204-748-2894
337 King Street East, Virden, MB

100% locally owned

CAPS OFF
to This Year’s 

Graduating Class

As the sun sets on 
your senior year, 

we wish you a 
bright and beautiful 

future filled 
with adventure, 

achievement, health 
and happiness! 523 9 Ave S, Virden, MB 

204-748-2692

RESTON SCHOOL 2026 AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

220 4th Street, Reston • 204-877-3673
Reston District LibraryReston District Library

to the Class of 2026!

Wishing the
Best of Luck
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Always looking for members
Contact us for details!

elkhornelks381@gmail.com

Congratulations
CLASS OF 2026!

from Mayor,
Council & Staff

CLASS OFCLASS OF
CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

20262026

OFCLASS  2024!
CongratulationsCongratulations

6

ELKHORN SCHOOL 2026

PHOTOS BY SHARLA GEORGE PHOTOGRAPHY

Elkhorn Class of 2026 are all dressed up and ready for a graduation celebration. Elkhorn Valedictorian Cooper McColl. 

Greg Nesbitt
MLA Riding Mountain

204-759-3313
1-844-877-7767
gregnesbittmla@mymts.net

It took a lot of hard work to reach this goal.
You had to show up every day, whether you felt like it or not.
I hope you feel great about what you’ve accomplished, and I hope 
you’ll continue to be a person who shows up day in and day out for 
those things that are worthwhile and important in life.
Enjoy your special day!

CONGRATULATIONS

Class of 2025

VIRDEN LIONS CLUB

CongratulationsCongratulations
Grads!

You did it!

512 SEVENTH AVE S, VIRDEN  |  204-748-2892  |  MASSONCPA.CA

CLASS OF 2024!
Every step you take brings you closer to your dreams
Con
gratulations

Dream Big. 
Work Hard. 

Be Kind. 
Give Back.
Enjoy Life!

Congratulations 
and best wishes to 
all the graduates!

227 Third Ave S, Virden
204-748-3553

safety-source.ca

Wishing You a
Picture-Perfect 
Graduation Day
Congratulations, 
Class of 2026!

204-845-2405
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PHOTOS BY ALEXANDER VAUGHN THACKER 

Smile,
You’ve 

Earned It!

We know you’ve 
worked hard to get 
here, and we hope 

the future holds 
everything you’re 
dreaming of and 

more!

AIR CONDITIONING DRAIN CLEANING
HEATINGPLUMBING

Farley Kempthorne
Chartered Professional Accountants LLP

463 7th Avenue
Virden, Manitoba  R0M 2C0
Phone: 204-748-2963
Fax: 204-748-1380
beth.collier@farleykempthorne.ca

Elizabeth Collier
CPA, CGA

463 7th Avenue
Virden, Manitoba  R0M 2C0
Phone: 204-748-2963
Fax: 204-748-1380
beth.collier@farleykempthorne.ca

Farley Kempthorne
Chartered Professional Accountants LLP

463 7th Avenue
Virden, Manitoba  R0M 2C0
Phone: 204-748-2963
Fax: 204-748-1380
beth.collier@farleykempthorne.ca

Elizabeth Collier
CPA, CGA

Congrats to Rebecca Collier, Mitchell Draper, 
Connor Hancharyk, Emily Mead and all the grads. 

We are so proud of you.

Hip-Hip-Hooray, 
You Had Your Graduation Day!

Congratulations 
to Dexen Routledge and all the 

Grads of 2026!
851-0286

204.842.3301 ~ 803 St Clare St, Birtle, MB
204.748.3811 ~ 380 Frontage Rd E, Virden, MB
www.virdenmainline.com

Hats Off to the Graduates
You’ve overcome the challenges and risen to the 

occasion, and today we salute your hard work and 
accomplishments. Congratulations on this milestone achievement, 

and we wish you all the best as you take the next step.

Good Luck 
& Happy 

Graduation!

Cheers,Grads!Cheers,Grads!
Congrats to Ariannah Kerr and Josh Whittle 

and all 2026 grads!

340 King St E, Virden ~ 204-748-3409

RESTON SCHOOL 2026

Reston Class of 2026 are all dressed up and ready for a graduation celebration. Reston Valedictorian Bree Russell. 

Congratulations to all the students from Reston.
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Submitted
By Metro Creative

FILE PHOTO

CongratsCongrats
a shout out to Northrok's a shout out to Northrok's 
graduate Tristan Plaisiergraduate Tristan Plaisier

Specializing in Civil Heavy Construction, Reclamation & Remediation, Vegetation 
Management, Lease and Well Pad Construction, Road Construction, Trucking 
Services and Demolition.

280 Ashburton St. E, Virden, MB
(204) 441-3233

After many years of time 
spent toiling classrooms 
and study halls, many stu-
dents welcome graduation. 
Graduating high school or 
college is a major milestone. 
It is associated with many 
symbols that have endured 
for some time. As graduates 
prepare to receive their 
diplomas or degrees, they 
might be curious to know 
what’s behind some notable 
symbols of graduation cere-
monies.

·Gown: The gown is a 
customary garment worn 
on graduation day. The 
Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology says gowns histor-
ically were heavy robes 
worn by medieval scholars 
for warmth in the largely 
unheated universities. To-
day, graduates don gowns 
not for warmth (as most 
graduation ceremonies 
take place in the spring and 
summer), but to symbolize 
the level of degree being 
conferred.

·Cap: A cap, also known 
as a mortarboard, often 
goes hand-in-hand with a 

Instead of marking the end 
of something, commence-
ment is for students who are 
about to start a new chapter.

graduation gown. Histor-
ians surmise the flat, square 
shape represents either 
a mason’s mortarboard 
to symbolize hard work. 
Others say it may be the 
shape of a book to signify 
academic achievement.

·Tassel: The turning 
of the tassel is a relatively 
modern tradition. The 
tassel, which is attached to 
the mortarboard, initially 
was an ornament but has 
since evolved into a trad-
itional element. The Honor 
Society says the practice of 
moving the tassel from one 
side of the cap to the other 
symbolizes completion of 
this important academic 
milestone. Typically, gradu-
ates move the tassel from 
the right to the left. The 
right side represents the 
student being a candidate, 
while the left means he 
or she is now a graduate. 
While some sources date 
the tradition to the early 
1900s, the current tradition 
has been traced to the 1960s 
and 1970s.

·Cords and stoles: Gradu-
ates may adorn their gradu-
ation garb with other ele-
ments. Cords are twisted 

Graduation rituals and 
symbols have endured 
through the ages and 
are likely something stu-

ropes that often represent 
high grade point averages 
or participation in honor 
societies. Stoles are satin 
scarves that often denote 
participation in specific 
organizations or a student’s 
cultural heritage, according 
to the University of Colo-
rado Boulder.

·Diploma: A diploma is a 
legal document. Historic-
ally, diplomas were written 
on thin sheepskin and 
rolled into tubes. Students 
may receive a prop diploma 
on graduation day or empty 
diploma folio. Later on the 
actual document will be 
mailed or made available 
for pickup.

·Rings: Some graduates 
have opted to purchase 
class rings. Students will 
often wear the ring with 
the school name facing 
them while still a student. 
Upon graduation, the ring 
will be turned so the name 
faces outward, presenting 
the completed coursework 
to the world.

· C o m m e n c e m e n t 
speech: The word “com-
mencement” means “be-
ginning,” which is fitting 
for a graduation ceremony. 

dents and their families 
will encounter as they 
prepare for the ceremony 
to come.

The symbols of graduation
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