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Virden Music & Arts Festival draws

EMPIRE: VOL 121 NO 31 / ADVANCE: VOL 140 NO 33 |

Virden dances to “Run the World" receiving 2nd place.

Streets and restaurants were busy
lastweek as crowds—dancers and their
families — came and went to festival
sessions throughout Wednesday and Thursday. But have you any
idea how many people, performers, audience, volunteers and
professional adjudicators Virden Music & Arts Festival draws?

According to last year’s reckoning the festival had help from
58 volunteers giving a total of 1,140 volunteer hours. Participants
numbered 2,340 (counting school choirs) and audience numbers
were about 2,100. There looks to be just as many entries thisyear.

Thishugeundertakingisin the capableand experienced hands
of co-chairpersons - Judy Poole and Sherridan Reimer. Nicole
Hunter is secretary and Marcie Barkley is treasurer. Throughout
months of planning about 15 key people have been involved,

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

THESE DEALS ARE FROST-TASTIG!

thousands of competitors

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

organizing various aspects of this event, from taking entries to
finding adjudicators, coordinating sponsorship and awards and
organizing volunteers.

Festival competition not only provides a goal for students and
teachers but can stimulate creativity and provide new approaches
as adjudicators for each discipline come with high credentials
and experience.

The 2026 Virden Music &ArtsFestivalbeganwith instrumental
performances, March 9 and 10 with adjudicator Maureen Baird.
A teacher and multi-talented musician, she is a saxophonist with
Mark Humphries Big Band. (The band recently held a concert
in Maryfield, Sask.)

read more about the dance competition on page 2...
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Virden Music & Arts Festival draws thousands of competitors

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

Adjudicator Katey Rogowsky involves the festival dancers in her adjudication where she gives tips to bring
out excellence. L-R Virden Hip Hop 16U (who received a high mark of 93), Hamiota 14U Hip Hop class,
Churchbridge U12 Hip Hop (top mark of 92), Hamiota U12 Hip Hop, Virden U12 Hip Hop dancers.

continued from page 1

Dance
This past week, Katey Rogowsky, a teacher at Step-
pin’ Time Dance Studio for 14 years, adjudicated
dance solosand groups on Wednesday and Thursday.
Saskatchewan performers were from Churchbridge
and Carlyle. Manitoba groups included Roblin,
Hamiota, Spruce Woods, Brandon and Virden.
Vocal
The festival takes a break until vocal sessions
begin April 12th.
Adjudicator Janelle Wilts, from Brandon has
years of teaching experience, she will perform with

Konektis Choir at the Canadian National Choral
Conference and Festival this spring. Vocal sessions
will include soloists, groups and choirs spanning
modern music to traditional and folk. Early sessions
include musical theatre, pop or contemporary tunes
and show music. From the very young to adult per-
formers, vocalists hail from Kola, Virden, Elkhorn,
Moosomin and Oak Lake.
Piano

Pianists will perform before adjudicator Kimberly
Sundell. She’s broadly educated in music theoryand
performance. Her students have even performed in
Carnegie Hall. She’s said to impart not only a love of
music, butvaluable life lessons to her students as well.

431.303.9535 ~ 233 Queen St W, Virden MB

andreagrayphysio@gmail.com
www.andreagrayphysio.com

WIN THIS
BASKET!

COMING SOON! THE EMPIRE-ADVANCE
AND RED APPLE WILL BE HOSTING A
COLOURING CONTEST FOR ALL THOSE

WHO SUBMIT A COLOURED PICTURE
IN THE APRIL 2ND PAPER. BE SURE
TO GET A COPY OF THE PAPER AND

Repair | Replace | Still Offering Van, Bus and Trailer Rentals

WE HAVE MOVED

to our new location at 585 - 7th Ave

Piano sessions begin April 15. Students from the
communities of Virden, Reston, Rivers, Sinclair,
Maryfield, Kola, Oak Lake, Moosomin and Cromer
will tickle the ivories. Students from beginner to
level 8 are on the program and for a treat, multi-
generational duets perform Thursday evening. All
classes play on the grand piano in St. Paul’s United
Church.

Speech

Beginning April 20, students from K to high
school will perform solo, in groups, and in choirs.
Classic wisdom and humour to the latest verse and
dramatic monologues can be heard by students
from Virden, Miniota, Kola and Reston on the Aud
Theatre stage.

Adjudicator Loretta Thorleifson has her work cut
out for this large event of Virden Music & Arts Fes-
tival. With a varied background, Thorleifson is an
expertinspeecharts. She’salsoa musician and plays
with the Celtic quartet, On the Edge. She grew up
in the Oak Lake countryside where “milking cows,
making music and reciting poetry were all part of
the rhythm of the day.”

Visual

Visual art will be on display at the CPR Historic
Centre (Station) throughout the month of April.
Virden artist Joel Desjardin, whose works have been
featured in the Westman Travelling Gallery and
Rural & Northern Art Show, will adjudicate the work
that will include photography, calligraphy, pottery,
puppetry, fibre art and canvas artwork. Come April,
you can check out the art at the Station gallery.
Session times and participants are included in the
programs sold at Virden Flower Attic & Gifts, or
at the door during the sessions. Festival passes are
affordable and available at the door.

Professional Installation of Auto Glass
&' Stone Chip Repair

A

at the corner of 7th and Queen St.
204.851.5255

COLOUR!!
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Play with Your Food raises $1000

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

This group is playing Wingspan. “It's the best game!” says Amy, who knows this game; (L-R) Shanda, Jody,

and Amy.

Carmichael Outreach, a
registered charity in Regina,
will be able to help afew extra
people because a group got together in Virden and
had fun over food and board games. This simple day
of board game fun drew 22 people together and raised
just over $1000 for charity.

Racquel Halland organized the eventalong the lines
of similar events in Regina. The entries were managed
by a system that a Brandon group — Glow (Gaming
Ladies of Westman) uses.

Halland said she and three friends - Marcy Rowan,

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Jennifer Lesnar, and Janice Barrate, (who all attended
Saturday) typically have fun with games several times
ayear, which was another reason Halland went ahead
with the event.

Game day started at 10am and was scheduled to
carry on into the evening last Saturday. A table of food
was available at this event held in Virden Collegiate’s
multi-purpose room and it turned out to be a great
mixer as players made new acquaintances.

Halland says it was a successful day that she’d like to
repeat. “We’dreallylike to have one nextyearagain, but
for alocal charity now that we know what we’re doing.”

Humour and facts make for a fun-filled
Trivia Night

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Victors pictured are: Bruce and Adella, Brent and Rosie, James and Anita.

OnFriday, March 13, the Oak
Lake Golf Course Clubhouse
hosted one of their bi-weekly
trivianights. The trivia officiallybegan at6 pm and ended
by about 8:30pm. The turnout for this trivia night was 20
people. There were 4 teams that were primarily preset by
booking a table together. Team size ranged from 4 to 8
people. It was a very fun and slightly competitive night!
Questions were announced by staff and answers were to
be written by each team. At the end, teams passed their
answer sheets to other teams to be corrected and scored.
If you were lucky, you could get bonus points for being
funny! The winners (Bruce and Adella, Brent and Rosie,

By Oliver Nolan
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

James and Anita Plaisier) were determined by most cor-
rect answers by the end! There was a wide range of topics
including St Patrick’s Day, NHL, Product Slogans, 80’s
'Tv Shows, Board Games, and a variety of Random Ques-
tions to finish off the competition! By far the weirdest/
funniest question was definitely “Why do you wear green
on St Patrick’s Day?” With the answer being “Because the
Leprechaun couldn’t find you!” Throughout the night
there were definitely a few questions that nobody had an
answer for, neither the victors nor the other competitors.
Dinnerwasalso available to purchase from the clubhouse
as well as an assortment of drinks. All in all it was a very
entertaining and enjoyable evening!

JOIN US!

Tori Elliott, Publisher for
Touchwood Editions, will

be doing a presentation on
Thursday, April 9, 2026 at 7pm
at the Reston District Library.

Vil

Reston District Library

We are excited
to host our
hometown girl in
our library.

220 4th Street, Reston » 204-877-3673

ATTENTION ALL VETERANS OF THE
CANADIAN ARMED FORCES AND
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
& ALL FIRST RESPONDERS

(Fire Fighters, Paramedics, RCMP, Manitoba First
Nations Police Service, Sheriffs, Conservation
Officers, Safety Officers, etc.) You and an escort
are invited to the Annual Veterans and First
Responders Appreciation Banquet sponsored
by Branch #8 of the Royal Canadian Legion on
Thursday, April 9th, 2026 with the Meet and Greet
from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm ... Banquet Starts
around 6:30 pm. Dress is dress uniform, business
suit, high-end casuals, or duty dress if on service.
This is open to all current serving members of
the Canadian Armed Forces living in the Virden
Area. We would like to know numbers prior to
Good Friday, April 3rd if at all possible in order to
purchase the right amount of groceries. Send your
reply to Comrade Kel Smith at 204-748-3321 or
e-mail to kelvonsmith@wcgwave.ca. This is as
our guests with the community’s sincere thanks.

Attention to the Public in and around Virden. It
is the intention of the Branch to hold a Mother’s
Day Supper on Sunday, May 10th in the Legion
Hall. The price will be reasonable as a community
service. The meal will be enjoyed by all ages.
More news to follow!

Legion{sP

PESTICIDE CONTROL PROGRAM

Public Notice is hereby given that the Province of Manitoba
intends to conduct the following Pesticide Control Programs
during 2026 within the province right of way.

1. To control invasive plants and noxious weeds
on Manitoba Provincial right of way.

2. The herbicides include: Dicamba, 2,4-D amine,
2,4-D Choline, 2,4-D Ester, 2,4-D, Mecoprop-p,
Dichloroprop-p, Aminopyralid, Metsulfuronmethyl,
Diflufenzopyr, Fluroxypyr, Imazapyr, Triclopyr,
Picloram, Aminocyclopyrachlor, Chlorsurlfuron,
Saflufenacil, Iron (as FeHEDTA), Glyphosate, Clopyralid,
Bromacil, Acetic Acid, LI 700, Non Ionic Surfactant,
Flumioxazin,Diuron, Indaziflam, Florpyrauxifen,
mineral oil, Methyl Ester & Ethyl Ester.

3. The proposed dates of application for this program
will be from April 15, 2026 to October 31, 2026.

The public may send written submissions or objections
within 15 days of the publication of the notice to the
department below.

Manitoba Environment and Climate Change
Environmental Approvals Branch

Box 35, 14 Fultz Boulevard, Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6
pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca

Manitoba 9
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By Chad Carpenter

Less worry, more action please

e need to be mindful of

world events, but there

are several comparisons
that can be made between events
such as the war in Iran and events
of a generation or two ago.

The Iran war, and its associated
battlesin the Middle East, have been
going on for thousands of years. To
our way of thinking, the middle
eastern countries are very tribal
and there are many tribes even
within one country. The middle
cast wars seem to be about the usual
issues of land and resources but, in
contrast to many other wars, they
have a strong cultural and, dare I
say, religious bent to them as well.

Western wars seem to be more
about resources compared to the
middle east where the religious
influences appear tobe prominent.

There is also the factor of instant
news coverage. In the wars of the
20th century, news from the battle
front was days old before the people
“back home” knew what was going
on. Now, the cell phone and the in-
ternet shows the horror, destruction
and death almostistantaneously. It’s
mesmerizing.

As has always been, war is very
hard on families of the victims, the
wounded and the displaced. How-
ever, with today’s instant viewing
technology, the trauma, the anx-
iety and the fear that’s generated
brings war right into our homes
and workplaces.

One of my co-workers says that
the worst thing that hashappened to
the news world is the 24 hour news
channels. War events and destruc-
tion are played and replayed for days
so the not only is there the original
shock, the trauma is reinforced for
days. The 24 hours news channels’
have to fill the air time, and so rep-

GENTRE

RIGHTHINATEIE

KEN W ADDELL

There is one more thing we
can do and that is pray.

etition seems to be the way to fill the
channel’s programs. Personally, I
can’t watch more than a few minutes
of that kind of news at a time. The
news announcersand commentators
are just too annoying.

It may seem crass, but there is
little we can do about wars in other
lands. We are traumatized yes, and
gasprices are very high. Food prices
are being affected even more than
what has become normal. I was
reminded, while watching snippets
of the Oscars Sunday night, we can
do one thing. One Oscar winner
opened his thank-you speech by
saying “God is good”. That’s true
and there is one more thing we can
do and that is pray. It may well be
the best thing we can do.

And while the war in Iran has
been centuries in the making and
now weeks in the bombing and kill-
ing, we need to look closer to home.
We can be kind to ourselves, our
families, our neighbours and fellow
Canadians.

We should also remember that we
need to be aware oflocal, provincial
and national situations. We have

elections coming at all levels. We
will have local elections scheduled
to happen this fall with others to
follow.

We need to stay informed about
what we as local residents, Mani-
tobans and Canadians can and
should do. Yes, we can care and
we can pray. But we also need to
be involved. Not many of us are
prepared to run for office, but we
have an obligation to get involved,
encourage others and work for the
electing of officials at all levels.
And yes, don’t forget school board
elections as well.

If we spent (or perhaps I should
just say, if I spent) as much time
preparing for our future as we (o7 1)
do watching TV and the internet,
we might all be better off.

If anybody says, there’s nothing
we can do, they are wrong. We can
pray, get involved and take action.

Disclaimer: Theviews expressed in this
column are the writer’s personal views and
are not to be taken as being the view of
the Banner & Press staff.

[RIENIEBERIES

RITA FRIESEN

‘But never
on a Sunday’

ay back in the 50s and the 60s, the Chordettes,

Connie I'rancisand Bing Crosby all sang ‘Never

on a Sunday’. It was about being kissed, any
day but Sunday, for that was the day of rest.

That never on a Sunday meant something very differ-
ent in my early years — no work on a Sunday, never on
a Sunday! That didn’t apply to doing the farm chores or
meal making. It certainly applied to abstaining from extra
work — no gardening, laundry or unnecessary fencing.
It also applied to sports; no sports of any sort, not team
sports, not solo sports — no sports. Sunday afternoon,
following church attendance in the morning, was given
over to family time, aunts and uncles stopping by for a
visit and ‘faspa’. After the mandatory afternoon nap!
Faspa was a Sunday late lunch; cold meat, buns, cheese,
pickles and dessert. Not a lunch and not a supper, more
a tide me over till tomorrow repast. Our classmates were
pretty evenly divided in these customs. Those not of the
Mennonite faith could play, dance and sing any day,
including Sunday.

In my teens this custom gave way to practicality. There
was Sunday morning worship service, but after my father
returned to university and began teaching, he needed
Sunday to get farm work done. For several years he at-
tended summer school, so hay making and bale hauling
often fell on a Sunday, as did sheep shearing. If you want
to farm, there are obligations. Even then, the arrival of
a family member brought everything to a halt — people
were/are important.

When I married Ed, he held Sunday as a day of no
work. There was acceptance of sports, organised and
independent. So many Sunday afternoons we filled the
family vehicle — a 13 passenger van, with the children
and their friends and headed off to the city to the Pan
Am Pool, or out to the Pembina Hills for tobogganing. A
good baseball game or a snowmobile derby were certainly
acceptable activities.

I was privileged to be a stay at home wife and mother
until our youngest child was in grade eight. This brought
about a change in my time allocations. When I carefully
explained that by spending a few hours in the garden, or
doing a few loads of laundry, I was relaxing, and making
the week ahead easier. It wasn’t really working, it became
a form of recreation. Not every Sunday. And quilting on
a Sunday afternoon wasn’t really work either, a hobby,
really. It took a bit of adjustment for the family, and before
you knew it, a few hours working on a project vehicle on
a Sunday afternoon wasn’t work either!

Just like beauty is in the eye of the beholder, so is the
definition of work. I'still don’t believe in unnecessary hard
work on a Sunday.

JustwhatIneed/wantto do! “ Oh, any day that you like
the best, and day thatis but my day of rest... But never ever
on a Sunday, a Sunday, a Sunday ‘cause that’s my day of
rest” Bets that if you’re over 80 you’re humming that tune!
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Town Office: 204-748-2440

Virden Landfill: 204-748-6033

Tundra Oil & Gas Place: 204-748-2736

Equipment Operator Il
Employment Opportunity

The Town of Virden has an opening for a permanent full-time
Equipment Operator Il position to work primarily in the Public Works
Department, although the individual could be required to assist in
other departments if necessary.

This position requires an individual that is in good health and capable
of carrying out the physical requirements of the job. A valid Class

3 with air Manitoba driver’s license is necessary. This position is
generally scheduled for 7:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday, but
this could vary depending on requirements of the Employer, weather,
or other circumstances.

A detailed job description, with wage rate is available at the Town Office.
Please forward resumes, complete with covering letter to:

Faye Pope, Office Manager
Town of Virden
Box 310
Virden, MB, ROM 2CO
Email: office.manager@virden.ca

Flower & Garden Caretaker
Employment Opportunity

The Town of Virden is seeking to employ a self-motivated
individual to assist in its annual planting and seasonal
maintenance of flowerbeds, planters and hanging baskets
throughout town.

Preference will be given to individuals who have graduated from
or are enrolled in a recognized green space management course.
Individuals with similar experience and training are encouraged
to apply. Applicants must hold a valid driver’s license.

This position will run from May to September, and will remain
open until filled.

Please forward resume with cover letter to:

Faye Pope, Office Manager
Town of Virden
Box 310
Virden, MB, ROM 2CO
Email: office.manager@virden.ca

Tax Prepayment Discounts

The Town of Virden offers tax prepayment discounts as outlined below
to taxpayers wishing to pay an installment or installments on their 2026
property taxes.

Those wishing to prepay may pay an amount or a series of amounts that
in total does not exceed the amount of their 2025 property taxes. The
discount rate is equivalent to an effective annual interest rate of 3%.

Month of Payment Discount Rate Savings on $1000.00
March 1.75% $17.50
April 1.50% $ 15.00
May 1.25% $ 12.50
June 1.00% $ 10.00
July 0.75% $ 7.50

Tax prepayments made in the months of August, September or
October will be accepted at par and can be made via Online Banking,
Telephone Banking, E-Transfer, or through our Drop Box located at
the main doors of our office at 236 Wellington Street West.

rAY
l-\~

VIRDEN
=

CENTRE OF IT ALL

Animal Control: 204-851-5881

Facility Bookings: 204-748-2440

Emergency After Hours: 204-851-5540

Summer Employment Opportunities

Virden Public Swimming Pool

Head Lifeguard/Assistant Head Lifeguard:
+ 2-3years previous Instructor experience plus certifications listed below.

Lifeguard/Instructor:
Certifications Required for Supervisor, Assistant Supervisor and Lifeguard/
Instructor

+ Willing to obtain, or currently hold valid First Aid Certification with

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation Certificate of C-Level or higher

- Valid National Life Guard Service (NLS)

- Valid Water Safety Instructor (WSI)

- Valid Assistant Water Safety Instructor (AWSI)

« Valid Life Saving Instructor (LSI)

Assistant Lifeguard:
Certifications Required for Assistant Lifeguard
+ Willing to obtain, or currently hold valid First Aid Certification with
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation Certificate of C-Level or higher
+ Valid Bronze Cross Certification or Red Cross Assistant Lifeguard
Certification

Please include the following along with your resume and cover letter:
- Preferred position of interest
- Copies of all relevant certifications (required)

Applications will be accepted until April 1, 2026 at 4:00 PM.

Faye Pope, Office Manager
Town of Virden
Box 310, Virden, MB, ROM 2C0O
Email: office.manager@virden.ca

Upcoming Council Meetings

April 14 & 28

Council Meetings start at 7:00 PM

Programs/Events Leader & Assistants
Summer Employment Opportunities

The Town of Virden has the following employment opportunities
available for the summer of 2026:

Programs/Events Leader - this position, starting July 6, 2026, will

be primarily responsible for the coordination of the planning,
implementation, operation and evaluation of the Community Day Camp
programs for children 5 to 11. Other duties may include planning and
assisting with other community programs and events.

Programs/Events Assistants — these three positions, starting July 6,2026, will
be primarily responsible for assisting at the Community Day Camp. Other
duties may include assisting with other community programs and events.

The positions listed above will both be subject to 40 hour work weeks,
which could include evenings and weekends. The successful applicants
must be self-starters, possess exceptional organizational and time
management skills and communication skills. The ability to work

with children and the general public is imperative. An original Police
Information Search (criminal reference check) and Child Abuse registry
search will be required prior to the commencement of employment.

Detailed job descriptions are available at the Virden Town Office or on
the website at www.virden.ca/p/employment-opportunities.

Resumes will be accepted until Friday, April 17,2026 at 4:00 PM.

Please forward resume with cover letter to:
Faye Pope - Office Manager, Town of Virden
Box 310, Virden, MB, ROM 2CO
Email: office.manager@virden.ca

B info@virden.ca &¥» www.virden.ca 0 Town of Virden @virdentown
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HeLEN DRYSDALE

OUT OF HELEN’S KITCHEN

The Salvation Army began its work in Canada in 1882 and quickly began giving
help and hope to those in need in this country. Capt. Joe Mallion arrived in Neepawa
in 1887 and built the first Army Hall. In 1890 the Grace Hospital in Winnipeg was
started by The Salvation Army, initially as a rescue home for women and children, then
incorporated as The Salvation Army Grace General Hospital in 1904, becoming the
first Salvation Army hospital in Canada.

In the 1970s, when I was a nurse’s aide at the Care Home the veterans of WW1
talked about how the Salvation Army followed them right to the front lines and set up
canteens and served hot food, coffee and donuts to the fighting men. They provided
letter-writing supplies and stamps, mended clothes, prayed with them, and played a
major role in boosting morale of manyyoung men who found themselves far from home
and frightened. They had fond memories of the “other Army Persons” and devised the
affectionate nickname of “Sally Ann” for them.

TheLadiesHome League of Salvation Armywasfoundedin 1907in London, England
by Florence Booth as a “help one another society” for women with the fourfold aim
of worship, education, fellowship and service. Neepawa had a Chapter of this group.
In 1969 the Neepawa’s Chapter published a cookbook called “From Our Kitchen To
Yours”. Names like Ada Kaye, Hazel Griftith, Grace Gwyer, Mrs. Shirley Katsky, Lizzie
Buchanan, Mrs. K. Huband, Effie Ames, Mrs. Stanley Sykes and Mrs. Rose Tyack ap-
pear in this cookbook.

From the cook book “Blessed is she who serves laughter and smiles with every meal.”

Cabbage salad deluxe

Lil Walker
1 lemon Jello powder 2 Thbsp. vinegar
1 cup boiling water 3/4 cup Miracle Whip

1/2 cup finely chopped celery
2 cups finely chopped onions
Dissolve Jello powder in the boiling water, add the vinegar. When partially set whip
in the Miracle Whip and the vegetables. Put in a mold and keep in the fridge. This is
very good.

1 tsp. grated onion

20-minute casserole
Mrs. Agnes Willerton

3 Thbsp. minced onion 1 cup cooked mixed vegetables

Police Report

Westman RCMP Service Report for Mar. 8 to 14

During this
week, Westman
RCMP received
a total of 84 calls for service. Some of
these calls for service included 42 traffic
offences, 3 Assistance to Canadian Agen-
cies/General Public, 2 Assaults, 2 Mischief
files, 1 Wellbeing Checks, 5 False Alarms, 4
BreakandEntersand 1 Mental Health files.

On Mar. 9, during routine patrols in
the Community of Sioux Valley, RCMP
observed avehicle travelling at a high rate
of speed. Radar confirmed the driving
speed of 109 km/hrina60km/hrzone. A
traffic stop was conducted, and the driver
was issued a Traffic Offence Notice for
Speeding, which carries a fine of $692.

On Mar. 10, during routine patrols in
the RM of Sifton, RCMP conducted a traf-
fic stop with a vehicle as police could not
read the license plate. Upon arrival, the
driver was identified and observed with
openliquorand cannabisinside the cabin.
The driver provided an oral sample which
resulted in a positive result. The driverwas
charged with Operating a Vehicle while
havingabloodalcohollevelabove thelegal
limit which carries a fine of $113, driving
withoutavalid driver’slicensewhich carries
a fine of $298, Unlawful Transportation
of Cannabis which carries a fine of $237,
Unlawful Transportation of Liquorwhich
carriesafine of $237 and a 72 hourdriver’s
license suspension.

Submitted
By WEsTMAN RCMP

On Mar. 10, members of Westman
RCMP received a call for a dangerous
weapon at a residence in the Commun-
ity of Sioux Valley. Information that was
provided indicated that three suspects
followed the two victims to their residence
and had bearsprayed them priortofleeing
from the scene. Members attended and
obtained statements from the victims and
were able to identify three suspects who
were located and then arrested without
incident. All three suspects were charged
with Assault with Weapon and Possession
of Weapon for DangerousPurposeandare
scheduled toappearincourtatalaterdate.

On Mar. 13, membersof Westman RCMP
received a call for an intoxicated male who
was causing disturbance at a residence in
the Town of Virden. Membersattended the
residence andlocated the male suspectwho
wasintoxicated andwasonactive conditions
tonot to be at that residence. The male was
arrested for Failure to Comply with Proba-
tion Order and is scheduled to appear in
court at a later date.

On Mar. 14, during routine patrols in
the RM of Wallace-Woodworth, RCMP
observed a vehicle travelling at a high
rate of speed. Radar confirmed the driv-
ing speed of 129 km/hr in a 100km/hr
zone. A traffic stop was conducted, and
the driver was issued a Traffic Offence
Notice for Speeding, which carries a fine
of $429.

1/4 tsp. salt
1 can condensed soup
1 cup canned or cooked meat or fish

dash of pepper
1 1/4 cup hot water
1 1/3 cup Minute Rice

Firstgrease a 1 1/2-quart casserole, then add the ingredients as given in order. Oven
is set at 375*F. Bake uncovered for 10 minutes, then stir. Cover and bake 10 minutes
longer. If desired garnish with pimento. Makes 4 servings.

Date nut loaf
Mrs. George De’Ath

1 cup chopped dates 3/4 cup boiling water
1 tsp. baking soda 1 egg

3/4 cup brown sugar 1 tsp. salt

1 tsp. vanilla 1/4 cup melted butter

11/3 cup flour

3/4 cup chopped walnuts

Place chopped dates in a bowl, add baking soda, pour boiling water over dates, mix
well and let stand to cool. Beat egg until light, add the brown sugar, salt and vanilla
and melted butter. Combine with date mixture. Stir flour and baking powder together,

combine with date mixture. Add the chopped nuts and mix. Pour into a greased 9x5
inch loaf pan. Bake at 350*F for 50-60 minutes.

Carrot marmalade cookies
Mrs. W. Sumner

1 tsp. baking powder

1/2 cup margarine, room temp.
1 egg

1/2 cup shredded carrots

1/2 tsp. salt

1/2-3/4 cup of raisins

1/2 cup sugar

1/2 cup orange marmalade
2 cups flour

1/2 tsp. baking soda

Beat the margarine, sugar and egg together until light, then add marmalade and
carrots. Stir in the flour, salt and baking soda. Add the raisins. Drop by small spoonfuls
on a greased cookie sheet. Bake at 350*F for 12 to 15 minutes. Yield 4 dozen.

Miniota News

The U1l3
Miniota Elkhorn
hockey team trav-
elled to McCreary for U13C Provincials
this pastweekend. Unfortunately the boys
did not make it to the finals. Hope you
all enjoyed the tournament! Next year!

My apologies for an error in last week’s
newsconcerning sympathy to the Gilchrist

Submitted
By LinDA CLARK

family. The correction:itshould have read
Todd Gilchrist predeceased his mother
Donaleen and not Mark Gilchrist.

Sympathy is extended to Enid Haines
and family on the passing of her nephew
Rodney Haines of Virden. Sympathy also
to Rodney’s son Zaine Haines of Elkhorn
and to hissister Michelle Menzies of Shoal
Lake. Rodney was the son of the late Judy
and Wilson Haines.v

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! An Irish prov-
erb — “A gentle word opens an iron gate.”

SAVE WITH A HEAT PUMP

® New enhanced offers
® Financial support for every home

® Energy-efficient heating and cooling

Find the heat pump offer best suited
for you at efficiencyMB.ca/heat-pumps.

EFFICIENCY
MANITOBA
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Virden Legion Music Jam
March 15, 2026 - Virden Legion Clubroom

By Nancy Jo Moller
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Agroup of 15 musicians gathered to
spend an enjoyable afternoon united
in theirlove of music. The atmosphere
brought back childhood memories
of a group of friends sitting around
a kitchen table playing a few tunes,
chatting about the neighborhood.

Attendees came from four direc-
tions to meet in the middle. From
Moosomin to Brandon and Reston
to north of Virden, everyone arrived
in good spirits carrying their favorite
instruments, guitars in a variety of
well-known manufacturing names
along with a mandolin and an uku-
lele. One attendee told a few jokes to
lighten the mood before singing with

her accompanist.

Their renditions of old-time favor-
iteslike ‘Pure Love’, ‘Under the Board-
walk’, and more modern tunes like
‘Margaritaville’ filled the clubroom
from 1 to 5 pm. As individuals took
their place in the spotlight, they dis-
cussed what chords their song choice
would be played in. Fellow musicians
started strumming and soon the entire
group was harmonizing. Each musi-
cian took a turn at the microphone
and played two selections. Once all
had played, a short coffee break was
taken. After the break, the partici-
pantsbegan again with another round
of two songs each. Near the end of the
afternoon, the melody of ‘Danny Boy’
had everyone swaying in their seats.

This event was organized by SAIL

Musicians keeping the beat during Virden’s Music Jam.

(Seniors Access to Independent Liv-
ing) and is held on the third Sunday
of each month during the fall and

winter. The last one
for the season will be
April 19, 2026. If you

Melville and Edna Nolan farm south of Harding, MB.

Over the next few weeks,
I'will be sharing life stories
from my childhood and
youth. Raised on a farm 3 miles south of Harding on a
halfsection ofland, Iwill give you a glimpse of how things
were on afarmwayback some seventyyearsand compareit
to today’sfarm. AsIlearned in Scotland this past summer
about the way of life back hundreds of years ago and how
it has changed since then, I will attempt to bring back to
life the way it was years ago in Canada.

So here we go. I may do some jumping around at times,
but bear with me as I try to get it together.

Melville and Edna Nolan raised three sons on that
farm. My brothers Lynn and Garth were 10 and 7 years
older than me. All of us were born in December. I guess
winter was long and Dad got an early start seeding in
April! Do the math.

We were raised on a mixed farm of grain, cattle, pork
and poultry. Our farm site was on a bit of a hill and the
house still stands there today. It has changed a lot over
the years but is still a reminder of what I learned from
those early days.

Raised up the hill from old 21 highway, we had a huge
ravine that ran through our farm. Itflooded pretty much
every spring when the snow melted so it was quite the site
to behold. From our view from the hill, we could easily see
the farms of Wally and Dora Gray and Austin and Elma
Gray, our neighbours. At that time there was a farm about
every halfmile or so. On the road from Harding to Sioux
Valley, which is about an 8-mile run, there were 20 plus
farms on that stretch including a mile or so to the left or
right,whichincludesthe Bond, Graham, McLaughlinand
Stevenson farms. As of today, I believe there are about 10
farms left that have homes on the site.

Farmersgrewand produced whatever they could tolive.
Crops to feed the animals and grain to be sold and taken
to the elevator. Milk cows, beef cattle, pork, poultry and
horses were found on our farm. We rarely went to town

By Gerry Nolan
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

SUBMITTED PHOTO

to purchase food as it was all at home. Mom of course
would buy flour, sugar, salt and all the other ingredients
for baking, canning and preserving fruit and vegetables.

With three boys that could eatlike crazy, she had to fill
themupsomehow. So the garden wasofhugeimportance.
We also had trees in the ravine that produced Saskatoons
and Pin Cherries for jam. Rhubarb was grown in the gar-
den aswell as pumpkins. Yum, pumpkin pies, my brother
Garth had a weakness for mother’s homemade pumpkin
pie. Sometimes the rest of us did not get so much, if he
was first to the kitchen.

Allsummer long, was baking, preserving and canning,
which was stored in the basement or the old ice well. Our
beefand pork was butchered and stored in Kenton at the
Locker plant which was owned and operated by Doug
Parker. It was put into the freezer plant with assigned
containers with locks on them. Doug had all sorts of
knives and saws at his disposal. Butchers’ tools have not
changed thatmuch really! Dad and Mom butchered their
own poultry, and we were expected to pluck and gut and
also help out singeing the chickens and turkeys. I did not
like doing that, butif you want to eat you have to help out,
so Ilearned to do it!

Carrots were stored in old milk cans and potatoes in
the coolest part of the basement. Sometime in March we
had to snag the potatoes, take the stems off as they would
grow again soon enough. Onions were hung in the base-
ment from the beams. Mom would buy a case of apples
which was stored in the basement. A slice of apple pie and
asslice of cheese, darn that was good. Pears, apricots and
peaches were purchased in the fall to make preserves.
There was a lot of work put in to feed the family, but I
never ever heard mom complain, she loved to do it. Oh,
the homemade bread and buns, biscuits, cinnamon buns,
cakes, pies, pudding and cookies. All home made! I'm
out of here, I got to go and make something homemade
to eat. All this talking about food is making me hungry.
See you next week!

PHOTO BY NANCY JO MOLLER

enjoy a relaxing afternoon listening
to favorite classic songs, try to attend
this event.

Q/Iom, someone’s asking me to send them nudes. what do i do?j

NOT SURE WHAT TO DO NEXT?
|

Reportto Ccybertipsca’

OPERATED BY @cmAnmucznmz/."cnuwxorzcnow ‘ SUPPORTED BY Mamloba%

nnnnnn ' familis. Brotecting children.

©2026, Canadian Centre for Child Protection Inc. ("C3P"). "CANADIAN CENTRE for CHILD PROTECTION" and
"Cybertiplca” are registered trademarks of C3P. The Government of Manitoba logo is used with permission

& SIT. 5> SWAB. == SEND.

Yes, it’s a poop test. And yes, it could save your life.

Order yours today: ColonCheck /1-855-952-4325

éﬁ' CancerCare Manitoba
ActionCancerManitoba

Notice of Environmental Act Proposal

Manitoba Environment and Climate Change invites public
comment on the following proposal:

CAMP MACK LTD. - ASPEN GROVE CAMPGROUND
ONSITE WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM —

(FILE: 6284.00)

Camp Mack Ltd. is proposing the construction and contin-
ued operation of an onsite wastewater treatment system,
including an existing septic tank, effluent pumping sys-
tem, and a new sand mound septic field system designed
to service an existing 200-site seasonal recreational vehi-
cle campground with peak flow rate 36,000 litres per day
at SW 25-09-25 WPM, approximately 8.7 km west of Oak
Lake, Manitoba.

This proposal can be viewed at www.manitoba.ca/sd/
eal/registries

Anyone affected by the proposal who wishes to pro-
vide feedback should submit their comments using
the online form at www.manitoba.ca/sd/eal/regis-
tries by April 19, 2026.

Information submitted in response to this proposal will be
available to the proponent and placed on the public regis-
try per Section 17 of The Environment Act.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Environment and Climate Change
Box 35, 14 Fultz Boulevard
Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6
Toll-Free: 1-800-282-8069
Website: www.manitoba.ca/sd/eal/registries

.
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Positive vibesflowlike strong current
Virden Lion’s battery collection

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Virden Lion’s Club collected 43,000 pounds of batteries and radiators for donation.
The load was made up of 22 pallets, 20 full of batteries and 2 full of radiators. The
depot in Winnipeg accepted the batteries and gave the Lion's Club approximately
$15,000. This money will be used by the Lion’s Club to help support local organizations
in the Virden area. L-R Gerald Ogilvie, Paul Pennycook and Giovanni Colangelo.

Wallace-Woodworth prepares budget

FILEPHOTO

Rural Municipality of Wallace-Woodworth office on Jan. 23, 2024.

By Dale Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

At their Mar. 10 meet-
ing Wallace-Woodworth
council completed first
reading of the 2026 fi-
nancial plan and posted
a draft of the document
on the RM website.
The plan projects a
balanced budget of
$10,817,487.03. The
financial plan was pre-
sented to ratepayers ata
public hearing in Kola
on Tuesday, Mar. 17 af-
ter the Empire-Advance
deadline. Look fora full
reporton this budgetin
next week’s paper.

On Jan. 13 council

passed a resolution au-
thorizing Stan Rampton
to construct tile drain-
age across the unused
municipal road allow-
ance at SE 4-11-24. The
resolution stated that
all conditions that ap-
plied to the permission
would be accepted by
any future landowners.
At the Mar. 12 meet-
ing council approved
an amendment to the
agreement allowing
the applicant to trench
across the undeveloped
road allowance instead
of using directional
drilling.

Spring road restric-
tions are scheduled to

begin Mar. 19 in line
with the Manitoba High-
ways start date.

Council approved
support for the upcom-
ing Manitoba Oilfield
Hall of Fame fundrais-
ing supper on April 9.

Councillor Reports

Councillor Caldwell
attended the Prairie
Gateway Tourism meet-
ing.

Councillor Stambuski
attended the Vet Board
meeting as well as the
Manitoba Auto Museum
annual general meeting.

Councillor Kinnaird
attended the Virden Em-
ployment Skills meet-
ing.

In my opinion:
State of the World

The war in the Middle East has jacked
fuel prices up to an unbelievable height in
just three days. They are climbing daily and
will likely continue to do so for as long as the war goes on. Is this really
true or are gas prices climbing because someone just wants to GOUGE
the customer. I believe it is gouging!

It’s not only the pump prices that are rising, but also your cost of liv-
ing will rise. The freight companies will be adjusting and increasing
their prices and the consumer will pay for that. So in the last couple of
weeks the cost of living has increased. Did your wage go up to cover this
increase? Nope!

In a time when prices are soaring, the unemployment rate climbs,
the government seems numb to what is happening in Canada. But
there is no shortage of giving up a few more billion to other countries.
Maybe they should be looking after Canadians first, then the rest of
the world, instead of the world first and our country going deeper
and deeper down the sewer.

Why is the government not stepping up to put a halt to this non-
sense? I believe the government wants you to depend on them, lean
on them, rely on them and in exchange you lose your freedom! They
tried scaring us with the Covid crisis. Rendering us useless, driven
by fear.

Just some random questions for you to think about. Why is there
so much crime in the world? Why is there so much anger and hate?
Whatisdriving us to bigger and terrible situations? Why all the school
shootings? What about the increase in drugs that we hear of daily?

Our courts seem silent and are way behind in criminal cases.

I feel sorry for the RCMP officers who arrest and then have to go
re-arrest criminals who do not show up for their court day. The media
tell us the jails are full and of course, the media is always correct,
right? There is no room for more inmates, it’s too crowded.

Ifyou stop here and ask the question, why is this happening? Obviously
to the powers that be and this came from Justin Trudeau, let’s soften
sentences to criminals. Wow, thatis really working, isn’tit? Perhaps he was
trying to just protect himself when the truth about the freedom convoy
came out! Through the past few years the climb is rising, dramatically.

I would say we haven’t seen anything yet! When greed, pride of
life, lack of respect and just overall lack of morals in our world takes
over, it will fall to pieces

Maybe, just maybe, when they took the Lord’s prayer out of our
school, people stayed away from church. People coming to Canada
and politely living the Canadian way, instead of bringing their agenda
with them, maybe we would not be in this mess. Christians are perse-
cuted for their faith, yet the Christian faith is the foundation of our
country. The moral decay in the world and in our country is growing
at an alarming rate. Think about it? What path is the world on? We
are once again in the time of Sodom and Gomorrah, and we all know
how that ended! Can you spell atomic bomb? If you don’t believe me,
look it up or better yet, look up!

Disclaimer: The views expressedin this column are the writer’s personal
views and are not to be taken as being the view of the newspaper and staff.

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

Virden Are
Foundation Inc.

Grant Application deadline
March 31 e
www.virdenareafoundation.com =

L .
2026 Virden Area Foundation Grant .© - °,
intake is now open. Applications and °'.
grant criteria are available online at https://
virdenareafoundation.com/grant-information. Did you
receive a grant in a prior year? Your completion form
needs to be submitted before your organization is
eligible to apply for additional funding. If you have
questions or need assistance please reach out

to vaf@rfnow.com or 204-851-6769.
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Secrets of ancient breadmaking
revealed in Virden seminar

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Sourdough Chocolate
Cake sounds strange and
special, asdoes Sourdough
Discard Cheese-ItCrackers.
These are just a couple of
the recipes thatsourdough
students took home from
Saturday afternoon’s ses-
sion in Virden. But things
can gowrong when baking
with this ancient method
and for that reason, Tara
Davies, Town of Virden
events and programming
coordinator arranged a
hands-on learning session.

Merina Gunn from Car-
berry demystified sour-
dough baking for a class
of 19 adults in Virden’s
Aud Theatre upper room.
She’s been baking with
sourdoughforadecadeand
began to share her know-
ledge within the last year.

Gunnusedawholewheat
flour, King Arthur brand.
However, she encouraged
people to use any flour
they preferin feeding their
sourdough starter and in
baking the end-products.
Sourdough is adaptable to
many grains and recipes.

“You can use it in muf-
fins, cakes, cookies, every-
thing,” says Gunn, adding
that this was the original
leavening additive, long
before baking powder or
commercial yeasts became
available.

The Encyclopedia of
Food Microbiology states:
“One of the oldest sour-
dough breads dates from
3700 BCEandwasrevealed
in Switzerland, but the
origin of sourdough fer-
mentation likely relates to
the origin of agriculture

PHOTOS BY ANNE DAVISON

Sourdough starter needs feeding and that’s what

the class is doing.

in the Fertile Crescent and
Egypt several thousand
years earlier.”

Gut health is a term we
hear more of these days.
Sourdough has a reputa-
tion for healthy digestion.
While bread has been eyed
as an unhealthy carbo-
hydrate in some circles,
baking with sourdough is
a healthier alternative and
interest is on the upswing.

“There’s a lot of science
on sourdough. Because
it’s super good for you.
Sourdough is the bread to
have...” Gunnsays,adding,
“That’s why a lot of people
that are diabetic or have
high blood pressure go
to this kind of bread. And
like I said, when you add a
different kind of grain...
it adds different kinds of

vitamins.”

Her class was practical.
She supplied the class with
a small jar of starter along
with the flour and water to
feed it, a process that she
guided the group through.
Measurements are import-
antwithsourdough baking.
For thatreason, Gunn uses
a kitchen scale which can
accurately measure grams,
ounces, etc.

Ahandoutsupported her
twoandahalfhourtraining
sessionand Gunnanswered
questionsat the close of the
afternoon. For those who
want to use organic flour,
she suggested a producer
in Newdale (Engrained
Flour).

In several draws winners
took home sourdough
related items.

Kim Houston of Oak Lake receives instructions from Merina Gunn on how to use

the item she won in the draw, a bread lame for scoring the top of the formed
sourdough loaf prior to cooking.

Local fundraisers bring new
comforts to Elkwood Manor

By Ed James
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Canada has a large population of
senior citizens. Many still live in their
homes and are leading active lives in
their communities. However, some
seniors, due to avariety of reasons can-
not live on their own anymore and for
thatreason we have senior care homes.

Rural Manitoba has many senior care
homes, thatcan keep the residents close
to their families and the places they
lived. Elkhorn has two such facilities,
The Lodge and The Manor, that I have
visited many times to play my old-time
record music shows. The music seems to
make them come alive and remember
past times, family and friends.

Sometimes these senior homes need
aspecial piece of equipment, that their
budget cannot afford or is not covered
by government funding. In many of
these rural communities, these special
needs items are supplied by different
community service clubs by different
fund-raising eventsin theirarea. These
can take the form of raffles, bake sales,
luncheons, bingos or meat draws. In
the last few years, I've noticed that the
“Chase the Ace “events have been very
successful in fund raising.

Recently two groups in Elkhorn
made substantial donations to the
Elkwood Manor. One was from the
Elkhorn Royal Canadian Legion
Ladies Auxiliary #58. They donated
$762.12 from the proceeds of their
recentwinter soup and sandwich lunch
program. Some of that money was
from additional donations made at
the lunches, by individuals who where
attending.

PHOTO BY ED JAMES
(Back Lto R): Noreen Baskerville, Annamae Perry, Martina Mower, Marilyn Clayton
and Beth Canart; (Front L to R): Lil Jackson presenting a cheque to Elkwood
Manor Administrator Lyndsay Cooper, in front is the palliative care cart.

The presentation was made by
Auxiliary member, Margaret James,
who also announced that at a later
date the donation will be matched by
an anonymous donor to a maximum
amount of $1500. These donations
will go towards the Elkwood Manor
courtyard project.

On the same date another donation
was made by The Elkwood Manor
Health Auxiliary ofalmost $4000 from
a fundraising ticket draw for a one
week stay (anonymously donated) at
the Puerto Vallarta vacation condo in
Mexico. The funds from this draw will
also go towards the courtyard project.
The prize winners will be published at
a later date.

At the same event, the Elkwood
Manor Health Aux. presented acheque
to cover the cost of a palliative care
cart to be used by those supporting a
family or friend within palliative care.
The cart allows the visitors to have an
in-room source of hot or cold drinks,
with the necessary dishes, kettle and
coffee maker supplied. The cartisalso
equipped with ports for charging elec-
trical devices. The use of thiscarthelps
family members stay by their loved one
during their final days.

Said Lindsay Cooper, the Elkwood
Manor manager, “Thisis an important
piece of equipment to help look after
our residents. For a small community,
this donation to the manor shows that
they have a very big heart and want to
help the seniors and the staff at the
Manor. The support we receive at the
Elkwood
Manor is
second to
none.”

VIRDEN LIONS

204.759.3313
Toll Free 844.877.7767

gregnesbittmla@mymts.net
#7 - 515 4th Avenvue
Burlington Place, Shoal Lake, MB

CALL TO BOOK YOUR
SPECIAL EVENT
204-264-0785

230 Nelson St W e Virden, MB

Hall capacity is limited based
on current Manitoba Public
Health restrictions/guidelines;
renters and attendees must
comply with up-to-date
Manitoba Public Health Orders.
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BRYANT, PLAISIER NAMED c0-MVYPs As O1L CAPS HAND OUT AWARDS

MVP - Ty Plaisier and Bryce Bryant.

Rookie of the year - Cohen Lewko.

PHOTOS BY VIRDEN OIL CAPS

Top Defenceman - Nathan Schaefer.

Top Defensive Player - Marshall Light.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Bryce Bryant and Ty
Plaisier have gone from
cheering for the Virden
Oil Capitals as kids to
being the hometown
team’s Most Valuable
Players.

Bryant, the son of
Daren and Roanne,
and Plaisier, the son
of Shawn and Debra,
were presented with the
Manitoba Junior Hock-
ey League squad’s Still-
water Adventures MVP
Award at the team’s final
home game last week.
Each earned ashare of at
least three team awards.

Speaking aboutbeing
named co-MVP, Bryant
said, “It was very cool to
receive that award. Es-
pecially to share it with
another hometown boy
meant a lot to me. From
watching the team for so
many years as a kid to
now being able to have
a big role in the team is
really cool.”

Plaisier, the team
captain, was voted the

winner of the Foun-
tain Tire Fan Choice
Award. It is the fourth
straight season that the
defenceman has won
at least a share of the
award. Plaisier shared
the 2026 Gardewine
Hardest Working Player
Award with London
Hoilett.

Now in his final cam-
paign with the Oil Cap-
itals, Plaisier said of
receiving three awards,
“It means a ton to me.
I've got to thank my
teammates and Ram-
mer (head coach Tyson
Ramsey) forall the hard
work they have put in
throughout the year. I
can’t wait for playoffs
to show the league what
we got.”

Bryant, a forward,
finished second in the
MJHLin points (81) and
assists (53) in 54 games,
while placing ninth in
goals (28). He was an
MJHL First-Team All-
Star. Bryantreceived the
Oil Capitals’ MHM Top
Scorer Award. Bryant
shared the Twin Valley

Top scorer - Bryce Bryant.

Co-op 3 Star Award with
Hoilett.

After playing in
the Western Hockey
League, Hoilett joined
Virden to cap—pun
intended—his junior
career. He was sixth in
the MJHL in goals with
a team-high 32 in 57
games. Hoilettwas third
on the Oil Capitals in
points with 58.

Colten Worthington
was the team’s second-
leading scorer with 61
points, including 19
goals, in 48 games. He
was named the Wallace
District Fire Depart-
ment Unsung Hero.

“Colten works ex-
tremely hard every day,”
Ramsey said. “He has
done a great job in the
middle for us, which
is a position he hadn’t
played all that much. He
is physical and strong
on the puck and plays
on our top powerplay
unit. He is great in the
dressing room and a
leader on the ice.”

In their second sea-
sons with the Oil Cap-

itals, Carson Wrightand
Liam Goertzen shared
the Alex Hotel Most
Improved Player Award.
Wrightfinished fifth on
the team in points with
42 points in 55 games.
Goertzen was eighth
with 39 points in 54
contests.

“Carson and Liam
have both taken their
game to a new level,”
Ramsey said. “Theywere
very good players last
year too, butwe feel they
have improved their
game on both sides of
the puck. Both had very
good offensive skills
when they came to us
last year, but we really
feel that they have made
a conscious effort to be
better away from the
puck and in our end of
the rink. We are excited
to see how much more
they can add to their
gamein the playoffsand
into next year.”

Last year Marshall
Light and Brooks Sie-
mens shared the Most
Improved Player Award.
This time around, Light,

Unsung Hero - Colten Worthington.

a forward from Moo-
somin in his final jun-
ior campaign, won the
Black Gold Trucking
Top Defensive Player.
Siemens earned the
CIBC Most Sportsman-
like Player Award.

Nate Schaefer re-
ceived the Cross Plumb-
ing & Heating Top
Defenceman Award. He
previouslywasnamed to
the league’s First All-
Star Team. Schaefer was
fourth on the Oil Caps
with 46 points.

Cohen Lewko was
named the Silverline
Oilfield Services Rookie
of the Year. While also
playing for the WHL’s
Saskatoon Blades, he
recorded 17 goals and
38 points in 46 games
for Virden.

The Oil Capitals’ Sun-
rise Credit Unions Most
Community Minded
Award winner was Tyson
Ulmer. During the sea-
son, hewasnamed to the
RBC-MJHL Community
Ambassador Team in
recognition of his work
in the community.
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VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS AWARDS

3 star - Bryce Bryant and London Hoilett. Community minded - Tyson Ulmer. Fan choice - Ty Plaisier. PHOTOS BYVIRDENOIL CAPS

Hardest Working - Ty Plaisier and London Hoilett. Most improved - Carson Wright and Liam Goertzen. Most sportsmanlike - Brooks Siemens.

*++Virden * »

MISSION: Possible
Starts with You

MIEIEE FINANCING AVAILABLE
m TERMS UP TO 180 MONTHS OAC

Cerebral Palsy

S'[ATI ONARY
bikerace

7 BOATS IN STOCK

Saturday APRIL 18, 2026

UCT Pavilion, Keystone Centre, Brandon

The Stationary Bike Race is CPMB Westman's
only major fundraiser of the year. We receive
no government funding—only YOUR
DONATION can help brighten the lives

of Members across Westman.

DONATE Thank you Virden! #CPProud

CPMB does not use phone solicitation for donations.

Accept your MISSION. DONATE today.

supportcpmbwestman.ca
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HayHandler.com
Plasma Table Cutting
Rebuilt Combine Table Augers - Rebuild Hydraulic Cylinders
Roller Mills Regrooved - MFWD Housings Rebuilt
Steel and Aluminum Welding - Machine Shop Service
Line Boring and Welding

Penno’s . . .
Machining & Mfg. LTD Agricultureis our nation’s me

Eden - 204-966-3221 - www.pennosmachining.com

pennosmachining@gmail.com That’s not only because it furnishes our dc

other important businesses that
The Neepawa Banner & Press, Rivers
as well as all the businesses on this page

“Manitoba’s Tire Specialists”

Highway 5 North Neepawa 204-476-5566
www.kkpenner.com

269 Hamilton Street, Neepawa MB ROJ THO
P: 204-476-2336 | E: info@taylorlawpatersons.ca
www.patersons.ca

s
T.0.

PARTS & SERVICE
220 Hwy#5 North. Neepawa, Manitoba

ONLINE AUCTIONS 204-476-3809

L
WWW-ga rtonsaUCtlon -Com www_ticparts_com
Se rving Fa rmers STRUCTURAL DESIGN & ENGINEERING
for- over 60 ye arsl RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
Offering Custom Cleaning, SERVING MANITOBA AND SASKATCHEWRAN
Jv. )} W' Iaryv Color Sorting, Inoculants, RESIDENTIAL SERVICES COMMERCIAL SERVICES
y . « Full House Plans = Full Building Plans and Layout
Seed Treatlng and Seed sales. = Foundations: Reinforced Concrete = Coordination of Mechanical, Electrical
» Permanent Wood Foundation (PWF), and Geotechnical Engineering Services
Piles (Concrete or Helical) » Foundation & Building Framing Design
= Garages, Sheds and Deck Plans and Certification
31 - 3RD AVENUE NE
DAUPHIN, MB R7N OwS
1-204-629-2215
[N -
EDIEICE
WWW .EDIFICEENGINEERING.CA ¥ - e L
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Serving the Westman and Parkland Regions for over 45 years.

Neepawa, MB Dauphin, MB
204-476-3391 204-572-5028
st important single industr
Y' Authorized GENERAC Dealer

Providing power back up systems for your farm and home

ily food. but because it’s the basis of many
are a part of Canada’s economy. -
Banner and Virden Empire Advance,

are proud supporters of the ag industry. NEEPAWA
TIRE LTD.

Highway #16 West
Neepawa 204-476-5091

\

» CERTIFIED CLOSED CELL » ROOFING FOAM AND

SPRAY FOAM COATINGS
» RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL » BLOWN IN ATTIC
AND AGRICULTURAL. INSULATION

LOCAL CROP INPUT PROFESSIONALS

PROVIDING ALL INPUT PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT
AGRONOMY EXPERTISE & SERVICES SUPPORTS

Neepawa, Rivers, Carberry, Minnedosa, Virden, Hamiota,

Kenton, Brandon, Souris, Hartney and Shoal Lake

EACANPRESSCO {7 | LV ElvL

DRILLING

% 0ff

New sizing - 250ml and 1 litre providing water well services to the Westman area for over 60 years.
New Product Canpressco Plus with Vitamin E

LD PRESSED
BALANCE OF OMEGA 3, 6, 9 RICH IN VITAMIN E

Residential Water Wells e Irrigation Wells ¢ Well Abandonment

. Kay peAth L Well Cleansing and Refurbishing e Acidizations
Authorized Manitoba Distributor Artesian Well Containment ¢ Exploration Drilling/Test holes
204-476-3446 Well Flow/ Pump Tests  Pump Installment and Repair
kaycanpresscoZZ@gmaiI com Monitoring well/ Piezometer installation
, Jeff Dickson
n Kay De'hth Canpressco Box 718, Rivers, MB. ROK 1X0 e 204-328-7112 e Cell: 204-729-7770

Matt Rempel
((REMPEL [t
Cell: (204) 841-0988
k&&&\m\c KHOE & GRAVEL matt@rempelbackhoe.ca
« Excavations « Trenching « Landscaping - Gravel  Topsoil - Shale « Laser Ditching
+ Certified Installer for Holding Tanks, Septic Tanks & Drain Fields

« Construction Site Prep - Dozer work « Brush Clearing
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U13 BROWN FINISHES FOURTH AT HOME AT SUCCESSFUL PROVINCIALS

Last weekend, the U13
Brown Virden Oil Cap-
itals competed with the
province’s best teams in their category and made many
memories.

The team placed fourth at the Hockey Manitoba Co-ed
Under-13 provincials. The March 13-15 event was held at
Virden’s Tundra Oil & Gas Place.

“Our players really enjoy playing at TOG Place,” head
coach Lonnie Brown said. “Toadd to that, our organizing
committee did a fantastic job of not only rolling out the
red carpet for the kids, but went above and beyond in
creating an amazing atmosphere and highlighting the
kids all throughout the weekend.”

A unique experience was created at Tundra Oil & Gas
Place with a players lounge, photo booth, an opening
ceremony that had Virden Oil Capitals junior players
leading each team onto the ice, and much more. The
Manitoba Junior Hockey League’s Oil Capitals were also
part of a special moment for the U13 Brown Jr. Oil Caps.

“When we were going outforwarmupsfor the semifinal
games, the Oil Caps players surrounded the tunnel - just
like the kids do at their games - and gave them high fives.
I feel like that is a memory the kids will hold onto for a
long time.”

The U13 Brown squad started the provincial tourna-
ment beating Neepawa, with goaltender Kesler Brown
recording the shutout. The Virden team fell 7-3 to Swan
Valley. The Jr. Oil Caps defeated Gimli before losing 6-3
to Swan Valley. In the bronze medal game, Thompson
prevailed 4-2.

“We faced more adversity throughout the weekend
than we expected,” Coach Brown said. “I was really im-
pressed with how the group of players stayed close knit

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

and maintained positivity as a whole.”

Carman won gold at provincials, while Swan Valley re-
ceived the silver medals. The Jr. Oil Capitals’ Slone Brown
was named to the Provincial All-Star Team on defence.

Regarding the tournament, Coach Brown emphasized,
“our organizing committee did an unreal job of hosting,
Theyshould all be very proud of the entire weekend. Also,
we can’t thank the volunteers enough for stepping up
and helping out and sacrificing their time even though
they didn’t have kids playing in our provincials. Last but
not least, our officials did a terrific job throughout the
whole weekend.”

U13 Hunter
The Ul3 Hunter Virden Junior Oil Capitals placed

The Virden Lions wish to thank all those who have
come forward and offered recycled batteries over

the past year.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo o

Many of our Lions continue to scour the countryside
for batteries while many farmers, oil companies and
local businesses have come forward with batteries

for our project.

*

' We Want to Thank All Involved In Making

PHOTO BY SHARLA GEORGE PHOTOGRAPHY
The U13 Brown Virden Oil Capitals were the hometown team for the Hockey Manitoba Co-ed Under-13 provincials.

fourth at the Hockey Manitoba Co-ed Under-13 provin-
cials in Morden, March 13-15. The Junior Oil Capitals
downed Whiteshell 9-3, got by Norway House 5-4,
defeated Notre Dame 8-4, and fell 4-0 to Cross Lake,
which went on to win gold. In the bronze medal game,
Portage won 4-2.

Regarding the provincial tournament, head coach War-
ren Hunter said, “I was most pleased with the confidence
the team played with. I wasn’t sure what to expect going
into the weekend, but once we got up a few in the first
game I could see the team start to believe in themselves.
Theybelieved they had agood shotatwinning itall, which
was really good for this group. They moved the puck very
well and worked hard every game.”

THANK YOU!

This Project Successful This Year.
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GERRY
NOLAN

Being the head ref-
eree in a game, I usually
skated on the faceoff
dots to the boards to stay
away from the middle
of the ice but also to get
to the net quickly if I
needed to.Idid notwant
to get tied up along the
boards because that was
where there was usually
body contact, or getting
hit with the puck when
someone was ringing
it around the boards.
I also tried to stay on
the ice across from the
players benches. I fig-
ured if a player or coach
had words for me, he
would have to be yelling
pretty loudly from the
players bench. In this
case, I could give the
bench a warning, that
if it happened again, I
would assess a bench
minor penalty. I could
give a particular player
a misconduct or game
misconductif necessary.
I did not like giving mis-
conducts, but if an indi-
vidualwas persistentwith
me, the player usually
paid the price. Most play-
ers, if they were venting
at me, if I skated further
from away from them
usually settled down and
the game went on.

When Iwasalinesman,
things were very differ-
ent. You were usually
positioned just outside
the players benches be-
tween center ice and the

blue line. I got to hear
some real good trash
talk, planned plays and
some really funny one
liners.

The better the teams
involved in the game
there was less chatter
and more focus on the
task at hand. Usually
the real good teams in
the South West Hockey
League were very posi-
tive in their words. That
doesn’tmean tosay there
weren’t verbal wars but
they would be quickly
forgotten at the drop of
the puck.

Here are a couple of
occasions when teams
played hard againsteach,
including fighting pen-
alties, but huge respect
for one another. I refer
to a couple of games
in Elkhorn, when the
Elkhorn Canadianswere
matched up against the
Cartwright Clippers.

Onenight Brad Mullin
did something to one
of the Elkhorn players
that was not appreci-
ated by Keith Orr. Keith
was standing up for his
teammate, like anyone
would do, if it was your
teammate that could not
defend himself properly.
Brad Mullin was the only
known player at that time
who had taken down
Dave Semenkoinafight.
Brad had huge hands.
Keith challenged Brad
and they started chuck-

ing knuckles. Keith came
out on the short end of
the fight, but he gained
the entire Cartwright
Clipper team’s respect.
Standing up for your
teammate! I, being a
linesman when play re-
sumed, was in front of
the Cartwright bench so
I could hear what they
were saying. There was
admiration and respect
for Keith to engage in
the fisticuffs.

In a different game,
but still the same two
teams Kevin McLean,
who could be a pest,
could get under almost
anyone’s skin when he
put his mind to it. Kevin
was known to do some
trash talking and was a
fearless player. Kevin is
skating down the leftside
oftheice and hitsa player
from Cartwrightinto the
boards, a little hard with
maybe just a little bit of
a punch involved. I was
again a lineman in the
game. I am in front of
the Cartwright player’s
bench. One of the Clip-
per player’s yells hit that
bastard. Somebody get
him! Man I hate the way
he plays. Danny Mullin
says, yes I cannot stand
him, but I wish he was
on our team! Hal Haight
says yea I wish he was on
our team too. That is
RESPECT!

Danny Mullin saw how
valuable a player Kevin
McLean was to his team
and what he brought to
the Elkhorn Canadians
hockey team. Danny did
not like him but he re-
spected him. You do not
alwayssee thatin this day
and age. There seems to
be alotoflack of respect
in our world today. It is
not like it used to be!

Be ON
TimvE!

Advertising
deadline:

12 mnoon
Tuesday

> E-drxs A o>

__REF Memories | MJHL REPORT
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We started with 13
teams and now we're
down to eight. And so,
here is our annual first-
round preview.

Waywayseecappo Wol-
verines (29-24-3-2) versus
DauphinKings (33-23-2-0)

Preview: These two
teams didn’t meet until
Dec. 14, when the Kings
rattled off the first of
three straightwinsversus
the Wolverines. Thatmay
have been the match that
lit the fire under the Wol-
verines who have a much
better record than the
Kings in 2026. Wayway
also has points in their
final three gamesagainst
the Kings, going 2-0-1-0
in that stretch. In goal
the Kings will look to
Bryson Yaschyshyn, who
has a save percentage
of .911 - solid but right
in line with both of the
Wolverines’ netminders
bring Mariko Bercier at
911 and Jase Wareham
at .909. The Kings don’t
have a player in the top
20 for league scoring.
Instead they come at you
with depth — they only
have one 20-goal scorer
(Matthew O’Sullivan,
with 23), one 19-goal
scorer (Ethan Stewart)
and 11 players with 10 or
more goals. Wayway is
led by all-star Sebastien
Hicks with 33 goals and
77 points. They have
three goal scorers with
20 or more this year,
including Ben Roulette
(25 goals and 69 points)
and captain Aidan Her-
ring (22 goals, 45 points).
Defenseman KurtRookes
led all players with 26 as-
sists on the power-play.
His overall totals of nine
goals and 46 assists show
his offensive talent from
the blueline.

Prediction: Wolver-
ines in six.

Neepawa Titans (28-
28-1-1) versus Virden Oil
Capitals (39-14-3-2)

Preview: Virden dom-
inated Neepawa thisyear,
going 5-0-1-0 in their

six games, making them
heavy favourites for this
matchup The Oil Capitals
have a true game breaker
in Bryce Bryant who is
second in league scor-
ing with 28 goals and 81
points. After thattheyare
fairly spread out in scor-
ing — they have nine play-
ers with at least 10 goals
including London Hoi-
lett (32 goals, 58 points)
and Colten Worthington
(19goals, 60 points). Nee-
pawa has seven players
with more than 10 goals,
led by Jack Clark (32
goals, 60 points), Logan
Paquette (22 goals, 59
points), Cooper Kasprick
(21 goals, 50 points) and
Talen Wallis (23 goals,
44 points). Virden’s No.
1 goaltender Braxton
Burdeny has a save per-
centage of .9010, very
close to Neepawa’s Zach
Burleigh who has a .904
percentage. Perhaps the
most telling statistic is
the team’s plus-minus.
Virden is 101, Neepawa
is -6.

Prediction: Oil Cap-
itals in five.

Winkler Flyers (34-
20-2-2) versus Niverville
Nighthawks (51-6-1-0)

Preview: The Flyers
roared back from fifth
place midway through the
season to challenge the
Terriesfor third before set-
tling for fourth, while the
Nighthawksled theleague
all season long. Niverville
was basically unbeatable
all year, though most of
their six losses came in
2026. One of those losses
was at the hands of the
Flyers, who also pushed
the Nighthawks to over-
time two other times. The
Nighthawks, who have yet
to win a playoff series, are
led by theleague’sleading
scorer Hayden Wheddon
(36 goals, 54 assists, 90
points), Merik Boles (fifth
in league scoring with 25
goalsand 75 points, Adam
Vigfusson (61 points in
just 40 games), and Mar-
len Edwards (39 points

in 26 games). The Flyers
counter with league MOP
Niklas Gudmundson (29
goals, 74 points), Tanner
George (30 goals, 68
points) and a deep team
that has 14 players with
10 or more goals. In goal
Austin Dubinsky led the
Nighthawks with a save
percentage of .931, while
the Flyers counter with
Liam Ernst, brought over
at the deadline after for-
mer starter Leif Ekblad
bolted for the USPHL.
Ernst sports a save per-
centage of .919 and has
four shutouts in 17 starts
this year.

Prediction: Night-
hawks in six.

Portage Terriers (39-
18-1-0) versus Steinbach
Pistons (47-9-2-0)

Preview: The two most
successful MJHL teams
in the last 10 years meet
again in the playoffs. The
Pistonsowned the Terriers
this year, winning five of
six starts. Their only loss
came way back on Sept.
26 when they lost 1-0 in
overtime. The Pistons are
the heavy favourites here,
scoring 81 more goals
than the Terriers thisyear
while also allowing 50 few-
er goals. The Pistons are
led by Jack Greenwell (34
goals, 61 points), BrettKai-
ser (46 assists, 59 points),
and a deep with four
20-goal scorers and 13
10-goal scorers. The Ter-
riers counter with rookie
sensation Trevor Hillwho
led the league with 40
goals thisyear. Rhett Platt
leads the team with 23
goals and 70 points, and
another rookie Drayden
Uhrina is third with 15
goals and 56 points. Only
seven players have 10 or
more goals on the Ter-
riers. In goal the Pistons
have two options - Easton
Thvedt (save percentage
of .926) or Chris Quizi
(save percentage of .917).
The Terriers counter with
either Logan Cunning-
ham (save percentage of
.895) or Donavan Bodnar
(save percentage of .890).
Portage’sgoaltending was
thrown for a loop after
Mitchell Kathler (save
percentage of .941) bolted
for the BCHL.

Prediction: Pistons
in four.
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FEMALE PLAYERS REPRESENT WEST WELL AT WINTER GAMES

At the Manitoba Winter
Games, the local area was
well represented on the ice

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

by female hockey players.

At the March 1-7 event in Thompson, the Ul4 West
No. 1 team featured Kinsley Robertson, Virden; Langley
Gerrard, Oak Lake; and Andie Williamson, Reston. Oak
Lake’s Anita Vachon was one of the coaches. Reston’s Terri
Williamson was the team’s manager.

“It was special to me to have three players from our
little corner of the province on the same team,” she said.

Pipestone’s Payton Flannery was on Team West No. 2.
Former Virden resident Emma Ramsey was one of the
coaches for that team.

West No. 1

Team West No. 1 went(-2in pool play, lostin the quarter-
finals and closed with an 8-1 consolation win over North.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t come out on the winning side
of most of our games, but they were close, and when you
have a group of players who don’t really know each other
come together in a short time period and play that well,
as a coach that’s all you can really ask for,” Vachon said.
“We were able to pull off a win in our last game and that
really boosted everyone’s spirits. It was the best way to end
the tournament.”

Gerrard proved to be a versatile player for Team West,
playing forward and defence. Vachon said:

“Langleyisaquicklittle skater, sheisn’t the biggest player
on the ice, but she was the least fearful. She got down into
the corners quickly and got the puck out at the blue line
—not much more you can ask from a winger. She carried
that same confidence and fearlessness into the offensive
zone regarding forechecking. When she got moved back
onto D, the same confidence was there with an added level
of comfortability and in being back in her regular spot
on the blue line. She wasn’t afraid to pinch and help the
forwards down below the hash marks.”

Robertson is an offensive defenceman who is also solid
in her own zone. She was also used at forward.

“She transitions well, battles hard in the corners and in
front of the net, and can carry the puck out of the zone
and rush the puck well,” Vachon said. “The hockey IQ is
high, and will continue to get better, gets her stick in the
right lane and puck awareness, head on a swivel, the little

PHOTO BY TERRI WILLIAMSON.

The U14 Team West No. 1 included Kinsley Robertson, Virden; Langley Gerrard, Oak Lake; and Andie
Williamson, Reston. It was coached by Oak Lake’s Anita Vachon.

things add up. She was a bit nervous to try forward, why
I'm not too sure, she played well, knew where to be, even
her forecheck she didn’t hesitate, got right in there and
fished the puck out, had lots of scoring chances.”

Vachon coached Williamson on the Reston U13 Co-ed
team. She said, “I know I put a bit more responsibility
on her shoulders because I knew she could handle it.
Her role was a shut down centre. She got matched up
against some pretty skilled players on the other team.
She is dominant in the faceoff dots; helps the defence,
wingers, everyone out in the defensive zone. She’s not
afraid of the hard work it takes to be a centre. She
adapted well to new linemates throughout the games.
Abig ask for her was playing with the defence who were
trying out wing for the first time, and she did great on
and off the ice, answering any questions they had about
their new roles.”

Vachon said she will likely remember the off-ice mo-
ments the most.

“Getting the opportunity to coach these players was
an absolute privilege, I couldn’t have asked for a better

group of players, coaches and parents. ... After our last
game none of the kids wanted to leave the ice or the rink.
We were out so late they had locked us out of the village.
Luckily, it didn’t take long to get back in, but you would
have thoughtwe had won the whole tournamentwith how
late we celebrated and how excited the kids were.”

West No. 2

West No. 2 split its two pool contests, falling in the
quarterfinals and the consolation playoffs. Flannery
played up front.

“Payton was a key player for our team at the Games,”
Ramsey said. “She is a well-rounded forward with a high
hockey IQ and a great work ethic. She was relied upon
on both the power play and penalty kill, and made smart,
heads-up plays to give our team opportunities to score.”

Ramsey, now living in Brandon, said, “I enjoyed having
the opportunity to coach a group of high-caliber hockey
players and the chance to meet new athletes from all over
Western Manitoba. Itwasanunforgettable experience and
one that I will look back on with pride and appreciation
for many years to come.”

VIRDEN MEN’S BONSPIEL A SUCCESS ONCE AGAIN

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Things were going the way of Hamiota’s Travis
Gregory and his rink at the Virden Men’s Bonspiel.

Gregory skipped hisrink to the Integra Tire First
Event title. They were tops among the 37 rinks com-
peting in the eight-day Virden Curling Club event.

“I’d say it was just one of those weekends where
things seemed to work out for us,” Gregory said.
“Sometimes you get the breaks, sometimes you
don’t.”

His rink included Wes Gregory and Brett Hea-
man from the Hamiota Curling Club as well as the
Carberry Curling Club’s Rob Van Kommer. The
skip said:

“The weekendisalwaysagood time, agreatatmos-
phere, and the ice is always great there. Thanks to
Jay (Kinnaird) and all the crews there to put that
event on - never an easy task to do.”

Kinnaird is one of the bonspiel’s organizers. He
said, “We had amazing ice, lots of fans, fantastic
support from our local businesses, and some great
competition at the VCC all week.”

Dallas Burgess skipped his rink to the Virden
Mainline Motors Second Event title. Justin West’s

rink won the Four
Seasons Third Event.
The Kevin Barkley
rink won the Valley-
view Co-op Fourth
Event.

Barkley started
curling in his home-
town Virden Men’s
Bonspiel when he was
12 or 13. He noted
that it was maybe
more than 25 years
ago.

Barkley said he
“enjoyed the whole
spiel. I didn’t curl
much this year with
chasing my kids from
hockeyrink to hockey
rink. So it was just
nice to get back to
the curling rink ...
catching up with curling buddies I haven’t seen
much this winter.”

Atthe bonspiel, Brayden Stewart won the Virden

PHOTO BYVIRDEN CURLING CLUB

Integra Tire 1st Event Champions and the winners of the WJ Duncan Memorial
Trophy wentto the Travis Gregory Rink (pictured Lto R: Marshall Duncan presenting,
Travis Gregory, Wes Gregory, Brett Heaman, Rob Van Kommer, and Danny Pierrard
presenting). They defeated the Blaine Stewart rink in the final.

Ford draw to the button for his Dean Stewart rink.
From the Ken Wegener rink, Charles Cuthill won
the Nielsen Seeds draw to button.
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Du PLESSIS EARNS WINTER GAMES BRONZE

While a Manitoba Win-
ter Games medal was a
tangible reward, Mia du
Plessis’ sense of accomplishment ran much deeper than
a podium finish.

The daughter of Jaco and Annemie du Plessis earned
abronze medal in the singles Star 6/7 mix figure skating
category at the 2026 event. The Winter Games, featuring
the province’s top young athletes representing various
regions, were held in Thompson from March 1-7.

“Winning a medal means a lot to me - showing all my
hard work has paid off,” she said. “Even if I didn’t win
a medal, I would still have been proud with myself and
how I skated.”

Du Plessis, representing the West region, was third in
the short program. She posted the top score in the free
program.

“Mia du Plessis won a bronze medal by keeping very
focused during her warm-up off the ice and during the
warm-up,” West coach Lesley Wray said. “Although nerv-
ous, she skated a very nice and clean long program. I'was
very proud of her skating performance.”

Du Plessis has been figure skating for four years, with
strong family support.

“My family supports me by driving me to the rink
everydayand driving me toallmy competitions,”du Plessis
said. “They also cheer me along while I skate or compete.”

She is one of six athletes who train at Skate Virden who
competed atthe Games. Du Plessissaid, “Ienjoyed having
my friends there, and sharing the experience with them.
And also making new friends along the way.”

Waskada’s Ainslee McGregor earned a bronze medal
in the singles pre-novice mix category. McGregor trains
with Skate Virden.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

“Ainslee wasajoy toworkwith during the Games,”Wray
said. “Atwarm-up during the free, she was so focused that
Idid notwant to say anything to breakit. Justa ‘getitdone’
and ‘you got this’ and she produced. She locked in what
she had to do and skated a beautiful program that won
her a bronze medal. I was so happy after Ainslee’s lovely
performance. Luckily, after her skate, I was able to run
around to the opposite side of the rink and join the team
in the kiss and cry and dance with the team to celebrate
their accomplishments.”

Wray said she “loved coaching all of the athletes on
Team West.” She said she could not have done it without
Elkhorn’s Sara Chant. The former Elkhorn Figure Skat-
ing Club member, who trained with Skate Virden, served
as the team’s manager.

“Sara is a former competitive skater and kept the team
well rested, hydrated, organized, and ready to perform,”
Wray said. “Not only did she do an amazing job keeping
the team togetherwhile Iwascoaching and making sched-
ules, she was also a ball of fun. The kiss and cry became
adance party after everyone’s skate and the team did fun
team building activities during downtime.”

Elkhorn’s Kaylee Malcolm was fourth in the singles
pre-novice mix category. She had a strong free skate to
move up in the standings.

“Iloved watching Kaylee skate,”Wraysaid. “Sheisavery
fastskaterand can spin even faster. Her step sequence and
spinslook easy, which makes me think she will be ranking
quite high in the province next season. One to watch.”

Virden’s Evie McAdam’s hard work was on display at
the Winter Games. She was fifth in the singles Star 6,/7
mix. Regarding McAdam’s free skate, Wray said, “Evie’s
program was absolutely beautiful. It was clean and very
nicelyskated,landing both double jumps.Iwasveryproud

of her skate. I almost
teared up as I know
she has improved so
much this season.”

Luke Greenbank
competed in the
singles Star 6/7 mix
category. He is from
the Moosomin area
and competes for
Skate Virden.

“Luke was defin-
itely a favourite to
watchformany,”Wray
said. “The speed skat-
ers from Team West
came to watch him
and were very im-
pressed thatsomeone
sosmallcoulddowhat
he can. Luke took to
any corrections dur-
ing practice very well and was able to perform both pro-
grams beautifully. He is landing almost all of his doubles
and is another one to watch.”

His brother, Nate Greenbank, actually competed for
Team Eastatthe Winter Games. Hewassixthin the singles
pre-novice mix category.

“Being a close friend with Team West, he took part
in most of our activities and skated with his teammate
Ainslee in the pre-novice mix event,” Wray said. “I was
able to talk to him backstage quite a bit and wished him
all the best every skate. He skated confidently and was
not far off the podium.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Virden's Mia du Plessis skated
to a bronze medal at the
Manitoba Winter Games.

GREAT SHOTS, GOOD TIMES AT VIRDEN LADIES BONSPIEL

The 2026 Virden Ladies
Bonspiel featured great
shots and a lot of fun.

Carberry’s Alyssa Calvert skipped her rink to victory
in the MHM Law First Event at the March 4-8, 24-team
bonspiel. They defeated Anesha Heaman’s Virden rink.

“We justhad alot of fun,” Calvert said. “The ladies were
so much fun in Virden. We have wanted to play for a few
years but schedules didn’t allow us to. We also appreciate
when other clubs make an effort to come to our Carberry
bonspiel, so we want to do the same.”

Calvert’s club team will be competing at provincials
in Beauséjour March 26-29. Calvert said the rink “was
looking for a spiel to play in before, and Virden was a
good fit.” The skip, who played in her eighth women’s
provincial championship earlier this season said of the
Virden bonspiel “We had a lot of fun, the ice was great
and we hope to be back.”

Calvert’s rink included Pam Robins, Monique Clem-
ent and Kelly Hofer. In the First Event final, it faced the
rink of Heaman, Brittany Vinck, Whitney Strachan and
Dayna Leslie.

“We never thought we would make it that far, so it was
exciting to be playing in the final,” Heaman said. “We had
a good first four ends and then, unfortunately, fell apart
and the game got away from us. But overall, we had fun
and it was another great bonspiel as always. Those ladies
do a great job and we wouldn’t miss it”

The Heaman rink advanced to the final with an excit-
ing semifinal victory over the Wheat City Classic team.
The Heaman rink (red) was up by two in the eighth with
its opponent sitting the two they needed to tie things up
and force an extra end.

“There was an angle raise (blue onto red) so that our
red would end up closer than one of their blues - leaving
them only a steal of one and us still getting the win. The
first shot I threw was too wide and missed it altogether, so

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

the next time we tightened up the ice and thought ‘let’s try
again.’ I had just the right weight to actually knock their
blue onto our red and end up shotrock-leaving us the win
in the eighth. It was very exciting and there were a lot of
peoplewatching. Definitely the highlight of ourweekend.”

Virden’s Christel Kinnaird skipped her rink to the
Sunrise Credit Union Second Event title. It included
Hayley Senkowski, Kim Senkowski and Ashley Schultz.
In the Four Seasons Sales Third Event, Cromer’s April
McKean skipped her team to victory. Her rink included
Kailey Jorgensen, Lindsay Bootsman and Breena Davies.

“The ladies bonspiel is always a fun, well-run event,”
McKean said. “There are teams of all skill levels, which
makes it enjoyable for everyone. The costume theme is
always a highlight, and the Saturday night meal is great.
The night usually ends with a few drinks and memories
we laugh about for years. The (Virden Curling Club) has
asmall, welcoming feel from the momentyou walk in and
I'look forward to it every year.”

The Sunrise Credit Union Second Event winners at
the Virden Ladies Bonspiel were Team Kinnaird:
Christel Kinnaird, Hayley Senkowski, Kim Senkowski
and Ashley Schultz.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The MHM Law First Event Winners at the Virden
Ladies Bonspiel were Team Canart: Alyssa Calvert,
Pam Robins, Monique Clement and Kelly Hofer.

At the Virden Ladies Bonspiel, the Four Seasons
Sales Third Event winner was Team McKean: April
McKean, Kailey Jorgensen, Lindsay Bootsman and
Breena Davies.
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Small town, big stories - Kenton book club

Kenton book club members. Mary Ann Stevenson, Celia Nolan, Leah Obach,
Devon Caldwell, Leith Corney, Debbie Routledge, Rilla Hunter

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

A glass of wine and a
good book! Sip, Read,
Repeat: Kenton’'swomen’s
book club blends litera-
ture, laughter, and a little
wine.

Started approximately
ten years ago by Devon
Caldwell, Leith Corney
and Lorna Corney, mem-
bers Debbie Routledge,
Leah Obach, Mary Ann
Stevenson, Devon Cald-
well, Leith Corney, Rilla
Hunter and Celia Nolan

SUBMITTED PHOTO

make up today’s member-
ship.

The club usually meets
once amonth atthe home
of the person who se-
lected thatmonth’sbook.

Thisyear each member
chose anauthorandbook
choice; but this selection
format changes from
year to year, keeping it
interesting.

April’sbookwaschosen
by Debbie Routledge
and is titled ‘Recipe for
a Good Life’ by Lesley
Crewe. She is a Canadian
author, and this is the

second book of hers that
the group has read.

The members meet at
the home of the person
whoselected thatmonth’s
book. Discussion on the
book’s story line takes
place accompanied by
delicious appetizers and
beverages. After deter-
mining the next month’s
book selection and meet-
ing date,ayummy dessert
ends the enjoyable even-
ing together.

What a great addition
to our community!

F& BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

McNEILLHARASYMCHUK

McCONNELL
Attorneys at Law

Glen Harasymchuk, B. Sc., LL. B. @ Anique Timmerman, JD
e Jessica Humphries, JD

Buckingham Building, 243 Raglan Street West
P.0. Box 520, Virden, MB ROM 2C0
Phone: 204-748-1220 e Fax: 204-748-3007

462 7th Ave South
Virden, MB
Phone: 204-748-3608
Fax: 204-748-3643 Fax: 204-728-3489
Email: phys1ist@mymts.net  Email: phys1st@mymts.net

www.physiofirstclinic.ca

1129 19th Street
Brandon, MB
Phone: 204-727-6806

Virden Eyecare Gentre

Dr. David Cochrane | Dr. Julie Paradine
170 NELSON STREET WEST VIRDEN, MB
204.748.1094

CROSS

PLUMBING & HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING ~ DRAIN CLEANING
PLUMBING HEATING

204-748-2108

April 18th

Meighen Haddadwr

LAW FIRM
Ashley T.Joyce Stephen K. Branigan
ajoyce@mhlaw.ca skbranigan@mbhlaw.ca
Virden Redvers, SK
255 Wellington St. W. 21 Railway Avenue,
Virden, MB ROM 2CO Redvers, Saskatchewan
204.725.8769 204.725.8776
@ www.mhlaw.ca f& @mhlaw.ca  Q @MHLaw.ca

IBDO

Chartered Professional Accountants

CANADA LLP www.bdo.ca

Accounting and Auditing + Ag Advisory and Farm Programs
Bankruptcy and Insolvency * Business Advisory
Business Valuations « Estate and Succession Planning
Information Technology Solutions « Taxation Services

255 Wellington St W, Virden | 204-748-1200 | 1-866-236-7656

/\
Reston/Melita Chiropractic CIinicﬁ
@ Dr. Shannon Gervin, D.C.

Box 456 Melita, MB ROM 1L0

Reston- 204-877-3104
223-4th St, Reston
Mon and Fri 8:30a - 4:30p

Melita- 204-522-3543
155 Summit St, Melita
Tues and Thurs 8:30a - 4:30p
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ROCKETS BATTLE TO PROVINCIAL SILVER

The U15 Reston/Melita
Rocketsdidnotloseagame
in regulation on their way

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

to earning provincial silver.

The squad was 3-0-1 at the Hockey Manitoba Co-ed
C provincials. The event was held March 6-8 in Arborg.

“Headinginto theweekend the only expectation we had
ascoacheswas that the playerswould showup to each game
ready to play and battle hard for one another, and that
they did,” coach Drew Cochrane said. “We had 19 skaters
and two goalies on the provincial roster and, although we
could only dress 18 skaters each game, every single player
played a huge role in the team’s success.”

In the gold-medal game, the Rockets fell 3-2 to the St.
Eustache Jets in overtime. Reston was the No. 1 seed after
the round robin, while the Jets were No. 2.

“We battled hard right from the start of the game; the
goaltending on both sides was very strong,” Kirkup said.
“We found ourselves down 2-0 after two periods, so we
had work to do heading into the third. We scored early on
and then tied it up with around five minutes to go before
the period ended in a tie.

“So we headed into overtime with a bit of momentum
and had our chances to finish it early on, but St. Eustache
pushed back and scored on an odd-man rush to finish it
about three minutes into OT. It really stung for the boys,
but they left it all out there and us coaches couldn’t be
happier with the way they played.”

Tostart the tournament, the Rockets defeated Brandon
6-1 and shut out Cross Lake 9-0. The team got by Roblin
2-1. On the weekend, the Reston team had 19 goals for
and only five goals against.

“Our goalie, Harry Whyte, played fantastic all weekend
for us, the same way he has all season long,” Kirkup said.
“He only let up one goal in two games during Friday’s
roundrobin play,and he arguablystole the semifinalgame
for us against Roblin on Sunday morning, only letting in
one goal again. He stood tall in the gold-medal game, as
well keeping us in it right till the end, which allowed us to
tie the game. Our (affiliated player) Ben Sterling backed
him up for the weekend and was a great addition on the
bench and in the locker room. A plus-14 goal differential

STRONG SEASON

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The U15 Reston/Melita Rockets won the silver medals at the Hockey Manitoba Co-ed C provincials.

in four games at provincials is something to be proud
of and just goes to show how well the boys played, both
defensively and offensively.”

TheRocketsrosterincluded Van Garrett, Jack Williams,
Jake Sterling, Ravi Tilokani, Grayson Paul, Tyson Boulton,
Jasper McKelvey, Owen Wray, Hunter Mitchell, Hudson
Bell, Nolan Harris, Madex Dickson, Jaxon Guthrie, Nick
Champion, Blayke Gray, Terrence McGinnis, Frankie
Raynor, Grady Bugg, Ethan Minshull, Harry Whyte, and
Ben Sterling. The coacheswere Drew Kirkup, Jack Kirkup,
Wade Dalziel and Dez Ramsey.

Jr. Oil Capitals at U11 B in Elkhorn

The Virden Junior Oil Capitals won the consolation
finals at the Hockey Manitoba Girls Ul1 B provincials
in Elkhorn March 6-8. The Junior Oil Capitals posted
a 3-1 record and defeated Rock Lake in the consolation
final game.

“Our U1l team worked hard and didn’t give up,” coach
Ffion Penner said. “Each and every player contributed
their best each and every shift.”

The team appreciated the event being in Elkhorn for
a few reasons. Penner said, “Having provincials close to
home is fun. Lots of family and friends come out to sup-
port the kids.”

Another reason was the volunteer support the tourna-
ment received. Penner said, “Thank you to all the volun-
teers that worked hard all week to make the tournament
a success. Without the volunteers, it wouldn’t be possible
to have a tournament run that smoothly.”

Elkhorn’s Kim Mitchell, one of the organizers, echoed
thatsentimentwhen she said, “events like thiswouldn’tbe
possible without the many volunteers that step up to help.
And our community is great at doing just that.” A post on
the Elkhorn District Community Centre expressed ap-
preciation for the work of all of the volunteers. It stated,
in part, “It takes a village and we have the best one!” As
well, it noted the contributions of Shawnda Mitchell “who
basically lived at the rink this weekend and made sure
everything was running smoothly and kept everything
updated.”

ENDS IN SEMIFINALS FOR OIL KINGS

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Oil Kings’ season came to an end in
the Tiger Hills Hockey League semifinals.

The senior team fell 3-1 to the defending champion
and top seeded Killarney Shamrocks in the best-of-
five series. Killarney advances to play the Hartney
Blues for the THHL championship.

The Oil Kings lost 3-2 in double overtime in the
fourth game of their semifinal series. It ended a
successful campaign that saw the Oil Kings post a
14-5-0-0record and finish fifth in the THHL regular
season standings. Virden swept the Souris Elks 2-0
in the preliminary round of the playoffs and beat
the Rivers Jets 3-1 in the quarterfinals.

“The thing I enjoyed the most was just the cama-
raderie of the guys this year,” coach Tyler Campbell
said. “We felt like a family more so than years past.
We had good commitment, good guys - you could
tell everyone was pulling the same rope. And I really
hope that continues to next season”

There were many highlights of the season for
the Oil Kings. One was handing the Shamrocks an
overtime loss in game one of their semifinal series.
Killarney did not lose in regulation in the regular
season, going 18-0-0-1 with a shootout loss. Another
highlight was the ongoing support the local senior

team receives.

“We had a great crowd at game four and they made
the atmosphere electric in the rink that night and
all through the playoffs,” general manager Ryan
Mathieson said. “We have tremendous support from
the community from the big crowds, to the generous
sponsors, and dedicated volunteers. We are deeply
grateful for all they do to allow us to play senior
hockey.”

In his second season with the Oil Kings, Brad
Bowles paced the THHL in points for the third
straight winter. He had 75 points in 18 games as well
as a league-leading 28 goals and 47 assists.

“In my opinion, he’s one of the best senior hockey
playersin the province, ifnot the best,” Campbell said
earlier this season. “He knows what it takes to win,
and it rubs off on everyone in the room. He makes
everyone accountable. He has been a great addition
to our team, and a big voice in the dressing room.”

Tanner Koroscil also had a strong scoring season.
He finished second in the league in both points (50)
and goals (27), behind Bowles. Koroscil more than
tripled the 15 points he accumulated in 10 games
during the 2024-25 season.

Shawn Bowles, Brad’s twin brother, joined the Oil
Kings partway through the season and made an im-
mediate impact. In eight regular-season games, he
scored 14 goals and recorded 33 points.

Atthe other end of the ice, the Oil Kings boasted a
strong goaltending trio as newcomers Riley Wallace
and Duncan Paddock joined Eric Reid in defending
the crease. Paddock led the team with a 9-3-0-0 rec-
ord. Wallace posted aleague-high 0.72 goals-against
average, while Reid earned two wins for Virden.

Semifinals

In the fourth game of their THHL semifinal
series, the Virden team battled to keep their
season alive. The game was tied 2-2 after the first
period. Brad and Shawn Bowles each scored for
Virden. Neither team found the back of the netin
the second or third periods, or the first overtime
session. Ty Enns scored the game winner in the
second overtime session.

“I felt our team battled hard in game four and did
everything except find a way to get the winner past
(Brian) Archibald in Killarney’snet,” Mathieson said
“We played our best game in game four with everyone
finding a role and contributing. It is always tough
to come up short in playoffs especially, so when you
are part of a group as talented and motivated as ours
was, but that’s hockey.”

In game three, the Oil Kings fell 3-0 on March 10.
Wallace made 37 saves. Archibald stopped 42 shots
to earn the shutout for Killarney. The Shamrocks’
scorers were Brock Sutherland, Bryce Enns, and
Daniel Stagg.
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New graduates will help

sustain nurse-patient ratios
in ICU

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Manitoba government says intensive
care unit (ICU) capacitywill be strength-
ened as a record 45 nurses complete
specialized critical care training this
spring. Premier Wab Kinew and Health,
Seniors and Long-Term Care Minister
Uzoma Asagwara made the announce-
ment earlier this week.

The nurses began their training on
Jan. 5 and will complete the program
on April 23, preparing them to work in
ICUsand other high-acuity hospital set-
tings. A new cohort will begin training
on April 27, providing a steady supply
of highly trained ICU nurses for Mani-
toba’s health-care system.

“Thistraining programisaboutbuild-
ing a stronger pipeline of skilled nurses
for Manitoba hospitals,” said Asagwara.
“We are recruiting more nurses, ex-
panding training opportunities and
supporting internationally educated
professionals so that more Manitobans
can receive care from strong frontline
teams.”

“Strengthening Manitoba’s health-
care system will require amulti-pronged
approach,” said Darlene Jackson, presi-
dent, Manitoba Nurses Union. “Train-
ing more ICU nurses is an important
step toward safe staffing levels and
the nurse-patient ratios Manitobans

deserve. When nurses have the support
and sstaffing, theyneed, patientsreceive
better, safer care.”

However, Manitoba Association of
Health Care Professionals (MAHCP)
President Jason Linklater was critical of
anunmetneed forrespiratory therapists
in ICU care.

He said, “Respiratory therapists are
leaving Winnipeg’sICUsand acute care
centres faster than they can be hired.
At Grace Hospital, where the Manitoba
Government made an announcement
about ICU nurses today, more than
40% of respiratory therapist positions
are unfilled.”

Linklater says that respiratory ther-
apy training seats at the University of
Manitoba will only graduate 16 this
spring and the first-year cohort in the
three-year program is only half full.

He says, “In January, MAHCP re-
ported that 50 more respiratory ther-
apistsare needed to fill vacant positions
at Winnipeg’s three acute care sites
alone, in addition to many more RT
vacancies at hospitals and community
programs across the province.”

The government says that through
Manitoba’s Health Care Retention and
Recruitment Office, more than 600
internationally educated nurses have
engaged with the office, with many
participating in the expedited nurse
re-entry program, the minister noted.

Public Hearing

2025 FINANCIAL
PLAN PUBLIC

HEARING

Friday, April 10th
McAuley Council Chambers
10:00 a.m.

At this time the Council will present the proposed 2026 Financial Plan for the
purpose of allowing any interested person to make representation, ask questions or
register an objection.

(In accordance with subsection 162(2) of the Municipal Act)

Copies of the proposed financial plan & the Presentation in full will be available on
our website www.rmofellicearchie.ca or upon request at the municipal office at 318
Railway Ave, McAuley, MB or 331 Main St, St. Lazare, MB
by April 6th, 2026 during regular business hours.

Questions or comments may be submitted to the CAO prior to the Public Hearing
in lieu of attending in person.

Questions and remarks may also be directed by letter to our Chief Administrative
Officer or by email to mcauley@rmofellicearchie.ca

Trisha Huberdeau, CMMA
Chief Administrative Officer
PO Box 67, McAuley, MB ROM 1HO

Email: mcauley@rmofellicearchie.ca

Phone # (204) 722-2053 / Fax # (204)722-2027

GLAJVINILUD

In Memory For Sale
I Loving Memory | Gamntoon
%ﬂ/ Collections!
Donna: frene Fpwana
April 22, 1963 - Mar. 17, 2025
“God saw you getting tired. Also BUYING Old
The cure was not to be. Jewelry, Nuggets,
He wrapped you in His loving arms and whispered Bullion, Gold, Silver,
“come with me.” Platinum, Sterling
You suffered much in silence. Silverware, Franklin
Your spirit did not bend. Mint sets, Royal

You faced your pain with courage until the very end.

God took you to His loving home and freed you from your pain.

and so He gave you rest. Gold coins, etc.
And by the way you lived your life, we have been richly Covering Winnipeg & Rural
blessed. Manitoba. | drive to you!
Forever loved, CALL ME NOW!!
Mom, Larry(Maxine), Faye, and families and Chris. TODD:

Canadian Mint Coins,
pre 1937 Paper
Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,

You tried so hard to stay with us.
Your fight was all in vain.

You didn’t deserve what you've been through,

1-204-904-9705

Help Wanted
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WAREHOUSE ASSOCIATE

About Us

x Distribution Inc. is a dynamic oilfield supply company committed to providing superior

customer service and dependable solutions to our customers across Canada. We are currently
seeking a reliable, organized, and motivated individual to join our Virden, Manitoba Branch as

ehouse Associate.

ition Overview

As a Warehouse Associate, you will play an important role in the daily operations of the branch.
This position requires attention to safety and detail, strong organizational and communication

skills, and the ability to manage multiple priorities in a fast-paced environment.
Key Responsibilities

Order Picking

® Using a reach machine to retrieve items for orders

®  Build pallets with selected items in preparation for shipping

®  Adhere to order specific instructions

® Complete paperwork for finished orders

Shipping

® Prepare, organize, and load shipments for daily pick ups

® Coordinate shipping logistics with daily couriers

® Complete shipping documentation including BOL's and way bills

®  Material handling using forklifts and reach machines

Quality Control

®  Perform QC verification for items prior to shipping

®  Verify item quantity and accuracy

® Notify and assist with issue resolution

®  Verify items items for inbound receiving, perform QC verification

®  Allocate product and coordinate inventory management with Supervisor

® Perform inventory audits and identify resolutions for issues

Qualifications

Recent forklift and electric reach machine experience is preferred

Previous shipping/receiving and/or warehouse experience would be an asset

Ability to maintain a high level of attention to detail, and awareness of surroundings, in a
fast-paced, safety-sensitive environment

Active critical thinking and problem solving

Ability to work independently and as a part of a team environment

Excellent written and verbal communication skills

Strong work ethic and quick learning

This position has been deemed as Safety Sensitive — successful candidate will be required to
pass a pre-employment Drug test

Types: Full-time, Permanent

efits:
» Company pension
- Disability insurance
+ Extended health care
+ On-site parking
+ Vision care

+ Dental care

+ Employee assistance program
« Life insurance

+ Paid time off

Work Location: In person

Please send Resume’s to Ryan.Lozinski@ApexDistribution.com or drop off at the Virden Apex
Branch with Attn: Ryan Lozinski
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Announcement
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
BUILDING, PLANNING AND MUNICIPAL BY-LAW INSPECTOR

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a qualified individual for the position of Building, Planning &
Municipal By-Law Inspector. This role is responsible for ensuring compliance with Manitoba’s building
codes, planning regulations, and all municipal by-laws (including zoning, property standards, nuisance) while
administering development agreements and planning documentation for Trans Canada West Planning District on
behalf of the Municipality.

Duties and Responsibilities

e Conduct building, plumbing, mechanical, zoning, and property standards inspections
e Review and issue building, plumbing, occupancy, and development permits

e Ensure permits and documents are uploaded to the Manitoba Municipal Reporting Online (MMO) system
e Enforce all municipal by-laws — property standards, signage, nuisance, noise, etc.

e |nvestigate complaints and issue warnings, orders, and violations as required

e Administer and monitor development agreements and planning documentation

e Assist with conditional use, variance, and subdivision applications

e Maintain accurate digital and paper records, inspection notes, and reports

e Provide information and guidance to residents, developers, and contractors

e Coordinate with RCMP, Peace Officers or Provincial agencies for joint enforcement

e Perform other duties as assigned by the CAQ or Council

Skills and Qualifications
e Experience in building inspection, by-law enforcement, or municipal planning as asset
e Ability to read building plans and interpret zoning regulations
e Strong communication and customer service skills
e Manitoba Class 5 driver's license (clean abstract)
e [nspector certification (Parts 3 & 9) or trade background an asset

The R.M. Wallace-Woodworth offers a competitive salary based upon the applicant’s experience and
qualifications. A complete job description is available upon request. The successful candidate can expect a salary
reflective of their experience and qualifications.

LANDFILL SITE ATTENDANT — KENTON

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a motivated individual for the position of Landfill Site Attendant
for the Kenton Nuisance Grounds location. The Landfill Site Attendant assists the Transportation Superintendent
in operating the waste disposal grounds in compliance with the Waste Disposal Ground Operating Permit for the
site, municipal policies, and Workplace Health and Safety regulations.

Certificate in Landfill Operations is an asset. Applicant must be willing to take the necessary certification courses.

Description and Qualifications

e Permanent, part-time position (currently at 14 hours/week winter, 17 hours/week summer).
e Must be willing to work Saturdays, and one evening per week during the summer months.
e Direct all users to appropriate disposal or storage locations for all items being disposed.

e Ensure source separation of garbage and recyclables.

e Accept tires, general scrap iron, and spray containers; store at proper locations and keep area tidy.
e Assist in transferring or disposing of waste, as required.

 Maintain daily records of waste entering the disposal site.

e Keep all buildings and areas of the landfill site clean and well maintained.

e Ensure that fires are not set and all controlled burns are supervised and recorded.

e Report all concerns to the Transportation Superintendent and Chief Administrative Officer.
e Qther duties, as required.

e Must be punctual, motivated, self-starter, and able to work without supervision.

e Good interpersonal skills to deal politely and effectively with the general public.

e Ability to meet physical demands of the position and have an excellent safety record.

e (Class 5 Driver's License required.

Interested candidates should submit a resume with three professional references by:
E-mail: info@wallace-woodworth.com
Mail/Drop-off: R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth Municipal Office
154023 PR 257 Box 2200 (Corner of 83 Hwy & PR 257) Virden, MB ROM 2C0

We appreciate your interest in this position. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
However, only those applicants chosen for an interview will be contacted.

We are Hiring for Summer 2026 Employment!

Elkhorn Green Team 1 Position
Kenton Green Team 1 Position
Wallace-Woodworth 1 Position
Public Works Support 1 Position

Duties may include:

e Assisting Transportation, Utility, and GIS Staff
Operating lawn mower and grass trimmer
Maintaining Green Space on RM Grounds
Assist in recycling programs

Program requirements:

e Work outdoors with minimal supervision
Able to work as a member of a team
Hold a valid driver’s license and SIN
Physically able to perform manual tasks (lift 50 Ibs)
Follow all standards of Workplace Health and Safety
Between the ages of 16 and 29

We thank all applicants for their interest: however, only those selected for an
interview will be contacted.

The start date is as early as May 25. The end date will be on the last week of
August. Subject to the successful applicants availability.

Interested candidates should submit a resume by:
E-mail: info@wallace-woodworth.com
Drop-off: Virden, Elkhorn or Kenton RM office
Mail: R.M. of Wallace-Woodwaorth Municipal Office
154023 PR 257 Box 2200 (Corner of 83 Hwy & PR 257) Virden, MB ROM 2C0

We appreciate your interest in this position. Applications will be accepted until the pos-
ition is filled. However, only those applicants chosen for an interview will be contacted.

www.wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com

Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)

The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

Help Wanted

www.wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com

Manitoba Community Newspaper Association Province

Wide Classifieds

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are
the sole responsibility of the
persons orentities that postthe
advertisement, and the Mani-
toba Community Newspapers
Association and membership
do not make any warranty as
tothe accuracy, completeness,
truthfulness orreliability of such
advertisements. For greater
information on advertising

conditions, please consult the
Association’s Blanket Advertis-
ing Conditionson ourwehsite at
WWW.mcna.com.

URGENTPRESSRELEASES
- Have a newsworthy item to
announce?Anexcitingchange
in operations? Though we
cannot guarantee publication,
MCNA will get the information
into the right hands for ONLY
$35.00+GST/HST.CallMCNA

(204) 947-1691 for more infor-
mation. See www.mcna.com
underthe“TypesofAdvertising”
tab for more details.

TIMETOBOOKYOURCLAS-
SIFIED ADS FOR SPRING
2026! Let us help you book
your blanket classified ads
across Manitoba, and in-
crease your presence. Let
people know about your
business, item for sale or

event, by placing an ad with
us! Your ad will be seen in the
MCNA Member Newspapers,
in over 368,000+ homes in
Manitoba. Please Call THIS
NEWSPAPER NOW to book,
orcallMCNAat(204)947-1691
for more details or to book ads.
Take advantage of our great
pricing! MCNA - Manitoba
Community NewspapersAs-
sociation. www.mcna.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
SENIOR ELECTION OFFICIAL (SEO)

The Municipality of Two Borders is accepting
applications for the position of Senior Election
Official (SEO). The next municipal election is
October 2026.

Position Overview:

The SEO is appointed by the municipal council and is responsible
for the general direction and supervision of the municipal election
process. This includes ensuring compliance with all relevant
legislation, managing election logistics, and maintaining the integrity
of the electoral process.

Key Responsibilities:

- Interpret and apply The Municipal Act and relevant election
regulations.

- Prepare and maintain the list of voters.

- Provide public notice of nominations and elections.

- Receive and verify nomination papers.

- Appoint and train election officials.

- Establish and equip voting places.

- Oversee advance voting and election day operations.

- Ensure proper vote counting and reporting of results.

- Conduct by-elections if required.

Qualifications:

- Strong organizational and communication skills.

- Ability to work independently and exercise sound judgement.

- Familiarity with municipal governance and election procedures.
- Must be non-partisan and maintain confidentiality.

- Previous experience in election administration is an asset.

Terms & Compensation:

- Appointment begins upon passing a council by-law.

- Hours vary, with peak activity in the months leading up to and
during the election (typically Sept-Oct).

- Compensation dependent on skills and experience.

Application Process:
Interested individuals should submit a resume outlining relevant
education and experience to:

Grace Carr, Chief Administrative Officer
Municipality of Two Borders
Box 429, 138 Main Street, Melita, MB ROM 110
Ph:204-522-3263
Email: info@twoborders.ca

CLASS 1
TRUCK DRIVER

To run Canada - must
have experience

- Paid pick, drops,
layovers and stat pay

- Multi drop runs

- Benefit package

- Dedicated truck

- Sign On & Annual bonus

- BC Experience an Asset

- Reset at home

- Weekend home time

- Paid training

- Referral program

Derek (204) 793-7465

CENTENNIAL TRANSPORT
& LEASING LTD.

RTM

WILBERT
GIESBRECHT
HOMES

Celebrating
over 40 years
of building
quality RTMs.

Check out our website
for floorplans.

Custom builds also
available.

Taking orders for
delivery Summer 2026.

Phone: 204-346-3231
www.wgiesbrechthomes.ca
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LEWKO SHINES IN ROOKIE SEASON WITH OIL CAPITALS

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

In a rookie campaign split between the Virden
Oil Capitals and the Saskatoon Blades, Cohen
Lewko has turned heads with his talent and play.

Playing for the Oil Caps, Lewko finished sixth
in the Manitoba Junior Hockey League in rookie
scoring. The 16-year-old forward was called up to
the Western Hockey League’s Blades several times
during the season.

“Cohen is a very, very good player for a young
guy,” Virden head coach Tyson Ramsey said last
week. “He is physically strong, thinks the game at
a high level and has the ability to score. When he
is physically involved in games, he is very hard to
play against. He plays a gritty game and has the
ability to adapt to whoever he plays with. He can
play both wings and is a power-play guy for us as
well. He hashad a greatrookie season to this point,
and he will be a big factor for us in the playoffs.”

Lewko capped the regular season with a hat trick
and four points in a win over the Winnipeg Blues
on March 15. In a victory against Portage on Nov.

15, he racked up five points, scoring a hat trick
and adding two assists. He also recorded three
assists in a March 9 win over the Winnipeg Blues.
Lewko finished the season with 17 goals and 21
assists for 38 points in 46 games.

His MJHL totals would have been higher, but
he played 15 games with the Blades this season.
He recorded one goal with the Saskatoon club.
Lewko said, “I've enjoyed being back and forth
with Saskatoon. Every time I go, I feel I become a
stronger and smarter player.”

He hasalso appreciated various aspects of playing
in Virden this season. Lewko said, “I've enjoyed
being around the team thisyear the most and how
great the atmosphere is in the room.” He billets
with Diana MacDonald and said, “she has been
amazing, and it feels like a second home.”

Lewko hails from Sanford. He played the last two
seasons at the RINKHockey Academyin Winnipeg.
Lewko is excited for an opportunity to compete
with the Oil Caps in the postseason.

“I am looking forward to playoffs this year as I
haven’t been able to have a real playoffs in the past
couple years,” he said.

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS

Virden Oil Capitals Cohen Lewko.

Oi1L CAPITALS FACE TITANS IN FIRST ROUND OF PLAYOFFS

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Oil Capitals and Neepawa Titans
will clash in the first round of the Manitoba Junior
Hockey League playoffs.

The best-of-seven series begins March 20 in
Virden, followed by Game 2 in Neepawa the next
night. The teams return to Virden for Game 3 on
March 24, with Game 4 setfor March 26 in Neepawa.
If necessary, Game 5 will be played in Virden on
March 28, Game 6 in Neepawa on March 29, and
Game 7 in Virden on March 31.

“The key to playing any team is to play our game,”
Oil Capitals head coach Tyson Ramsey said. “We
can be successful against anybody when we are fast,
physical and structured. If we stick to our game
and gameplan and we can be disciplined with our
emotions and in our structure, I like our chances
against anyone.”

The Oil Capitals finished on top of the MJHL’s
MGEU West Division with 83 points thanks to a
39-14-3-2 record. The Titans were fourth with 58
points and a 28-28-1-1 record.

Last week, as the Oil Capitals wrapped up the
regular season, two players earned MJHL Stars
of the Week honours. Forward Cohen Lewko had
three assists in one contest and four points in an-
other. Goaltender Braxton Burdeny posted three
wins and a 1.67 goals against average.

Oil Caps 10, Blues 1

The Oil Capitals closed out the regular season
with a 10-1 road win over the Winnipeg Blues.
Lewko led the way with a hat trick and four points
on March 15.

For the second straight game, Oil Caps defence-
man Jett Deschampswasnotin the lineup as he was
called up by the Western Hockey League’s Regina
Pats on March 14. The Virden team bolstered its
lineup by calling up three players from the U18
AAASouthwest Cougars: forwards Shane Elder and
Taylor Lockhart and Virden defenceman Chris-
tian Pitz on March 14. Against the Blues, Elder

scored for Virden
and had an assist.
Lockhart scored his
first MJHL goal. Pitz
had an assist.

Carson Wright,
Bryan Laing, Colten
Worthington, Moo-
somin’s Marshall
Light,and Oak Lake
Beach’s Tyson Drap-
er also had goals
for Virden. Home-
town product Bryce
Bryantfinished with
three assists as did
defenceman Miguel
Bonin. Burdeny
stopped 19 shots.

Oil Caps 5,
Wolverines 3

By five minutes
into the second per-
iod on March 14, the
Oil Capitals had built
up a 3-0 lead in Way-
wayseecappo. They
added two third-per-
iod goals on the way to a 5-3 road win. Scoring for
Virden were Liam Goertzen, Lucas Laramee, Austin
Osiowy, Laing and Draper. Nate Schaefer had two
assists. Micky Gross stopped 35 shots. Manson’s
Kurt Rookes led Waywayseecappo with two goals.

Oil Caps 7, Pistons 4

The Oil Capitals jumped out to a 3-0 lead and
earned a 7-4 home win on March 12. Light had two
goals and a pair of assists. London Hoilett also lit
the lamp twice. Dysen Drake scored and recorded
three assists. Virden’s other scorers were Brooks
Siemens and Osiowy. Wright had three helpers.
Burdeny made 40 saves.

Oil Caps 5, Titans 1
On March 10, the Oil Capitals scored three

March 12.

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS

Virden Oil Capitals celebrating after their game against Steinbach on Thursday,

special teams goals and allowed one against en
route to a 5-1 home victory. Gross turned away 31
of the 32 shots he faced.

“I thoughtwe played a solid game,” Ramsey said.
“Goaltending was good, we defended pretty well
for most of the game and we were able to pressure
their defence to turn pucks over to create offence.”

Hoilett scored on the power play to give Virden
a 1-0 first period lead. The Titans equalized in the
second period with a shorthanded goal. Marshall
Light and Worthington scored at equal strength
to give Virden a 3-1 lead. In the third period, Sch-
aefer lit the lamp on the power play, while Siemens
scored shorthanded. Hoilettand Worthington each
had three points.



St Patrick’s Day Spring Fling

PHOTO BY NANCY JO MOLLER

Red Hat Ladies dazzled in Reston by Elvis impersonator.

By Nancy Jo Moller
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

March 17, 2026 — Pipestone Albert
Recreation, Reston

The atmosphere at the Spring Fling
was true sunshine, the morning started
stormy but cleared up in time for the
audience to arrive safely.

Presented by Pipestone Albert Re-
creation and Seniors Helping Hands
nearly 100 residents and guests joined
together to enjoy entertainment that
combined laughter and music. Daylin
James dazzled the audience as he per-
formed a medley of Elvis songs. He
found Priscilla in the crowd and the
moment was magical. As he handed

outteddybearsand kisses, one audience
member stated, “she was never going to
wash her cheek again.”

The sewing projects showcased by
local quilters were extraordinary,
imagination and skill was evident on
every piece. From a Wolf Pack to a
Saskatchewan Pool elevator, quilts in-
cluded baby quilts, wall hangings and
even a sport based one with all master-
pieces exemplified life on the Prairies.
The work on these pieces showed the
dedication and skill used to create the
quilts, it was evident that many hours
of needlework was involved.

After the entertainment, local volun-
teersserved refreshmentsand delectable
desserts to the hungry crowd.

When you
laugh over

lunch

Your next dining experience, a trip to the

museum or day at the spa—it's all part of
the $1.89 billion economic boost tourism
provides every year in Manitoba. So,

the next time you take some time to
explore, know you're helping build

a stronger Manitoba.

When you change how you look at
tourism, you see it everywhere.

Learn more at
travelmanitoba.com/tourism
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MANITOBA

LIQUOR @

& LOTTERIES

#MBLLGoodTogether

S730M earned
for Manitoba
last year

We also worked with Manitoba’s hotels,
bars and restaurants, First Nations, and
private liquor, cannabis and lottery retailers
to generate hundreds of millions of dollars
in revenue for their businesses. Read
more about how we’re working with
Manitobans to do good together by
scanning the QR code below.

AN
GASINDS

OF WINNIPEG

w

PLAY LOTTO VIDEO
ONOW SpOT LOTT@

%9/ LIQUOR

[ X4
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ONLINE RETIREMENT FARM AUCTION ror

JOHN AND LYNDA GREEN

CROMER, MB
APRIL 10, 2026 |1 12:00 NOON

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK A VIEWING, CONTACT:
JOHN GREEN 204-556-2290 (call)

- For complete details and
fraSera UCtlon -com to sign up for online bidding.

FRASER AUCTION SERVIGE P: 204-727-2001 | TF:1-800-483-5856 | Email: office@fraserauction.com | Brandon, MB
Like us f Fraser Auction Service Ltd. | Follow us X @fraserauction

0/0 Scott Gampbell / Lori Campbell / Jesse Campbell | Licensed and bonded. P.L. License #918093. Member of M.A.A., S.AA.,AAA.,AA.C.
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