BUY ONE MEDIUM OR LARGE

PIZZA AND GET
THE SECOND
ONE 50% OFF

VALID ON TAKE-OUT AND DELIVERY
ONLY. DISCOUNT APPLIES TO PIZZA
OF LESSER VALUE AND WILL BE
AUTOMATICALLY APPLIED AT
CHECKOUT. CANNOT BE COMBINED
WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

Beyond the Sea had us floating along, dreaming of sunshine
and smiles.

Watching a symphony on ice with the Youth Synchro
members.

While the temperature outside
was brisk, the atmosphere in
————————— the Tundra Oil & Gas Place on
Sunday, Feb. 22, reflected tropical adventures in and by the
sea. The front table had a silver collection and 50/50 bucket.
The excited voices of the competitors vibrated through the
corridors. As decorations fluttered in the breeze, anticipa-
tion increased. The lights dimmed and the adventure began.

“As you watch this show, leave the shore behind. Every
skater is in a different point of their journey but connected
by the same shore, water and tides.”

The theme of the day was Skating with the Tides and each
group displayed their interpretation of ocean pop music in
varying levels of precision. The skaters glided the length of
the ice executing spins and jumps matching the tempo of the
music. As they swayed and danced to the music the shining

By Nancy Jo Moller
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PUBLISHING FRIDAYS

Consolidate the pieces of your

FINANCIAL PUZZLE

Let's work together to simplify your monthly payments into one and take charge of your budget.

Connect with one of our lending experts today to consolidate your loan.
Sunrise can help you make the pieces fit!

Contact your local branch for more information:
204-877-3991 Reston branch, 204-748-2907 Virden branch

A joyous performance of Under the Sea entertained the
crowd.

PHOTOS BY NANCY JO MOLLER
He Mele No Lilo provided a sense of relaxed times and
cultural understanding.

faces showed happiness in their accomplishments.

The hard work of preparation and training was enjoyed by
a multi-generational crowd. The pride was evident as fans
pointed out skaters and snapped photos.

At intermission the winner of the 50/50 draw was an-
nounced and the Skate Virden club received $480 in pro-
ceeds. The Zamboni had polished the ice to a shimmering
expanse during this break.

Asthe second half of the program began the kaleidoscope
of coloured skating ensembles flashed before the spectators’
eyes. Sparklesand sequinsshowcased the smooth movements
of the skaters.

The confidence and determination of the participantsisa
tribute to the hard work of not only them but their parents
and coaches. The spectators were able to enjoy an afternoon
of entertainment that was affordable and lighthearted.

OIL CAPITALS

HOME GAME
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
US. WINNIPEG

BLUES
PUCK DROPS AT 7:30PM

BOARDGAME
FUNDRAISER

OIL KINGS
ARE WINNING

sunrisecu.mb.ca

nEmne



2 VirpeN EmPIRE ADVANCE FEBRUARY 27, 2026

FoodandfunforeveryoneatPrincessLodge

Submitted
By KRISTA PEDERSON

After a change of dates,
and a couple of days of snow,
a group of about 50 met at
the Princess Lodge on Feb-
ruary 20. Virden SAIL cook,
Vickie had the building full of
mouth-wateringaromas. After
a delicious meal of ham and
scalloped potatoes, plus all of
thefixings, the crowd enjoyed
the sounds of Ed Brown’s
cowboy poetry and music.
All original work, Ed talked
about his life and entertained
for an hour.

Hiswebsite describes some
of his life and accomplish-
ments:

Ed Brown

With a diverse background
including rodeo cowboy, pas-
ture rider, trapper, wildlife
artistand musician, Ed Brown
has corralled a backlog of
experiences populated with
colourful charactersandsitua-
tions which he mines to bring
to life his various narratives.
Poems laced with raw humor,
irony and comments on the
state of just about everything,
blend seamlessly with songs
that range from poignant
reflections on days gone by
to uplifting celebrations of
modern cowboy life.

Anaccomplished musician,
he is often found functioning
as a side man for other per-
formers.

Ed is in the Manitoba
Rodeo Cowboy’s Association
Hall of Fame and is currently
serving on the executive of the

Alberta Cowboy Poetry Asso-
ciation Hehasproduced three
CDs of his work, one of which
was awarded the Will Rogers
Award from the Academy of
Western Artists. Hissongsand
poems have been performed
by several artists in Canada
and the US.

We were blessed with an
honest, entertaining time
with Ed. Singingandspeaking
abouteverything from roping
a bear, to the importance of
family, to music as the best
therapy...Ed kept us listening
attentively. And if you ever
get the chance to hear him,
take the opportunity! Check
out his website to get a taste.
edbrowncowboypoet.com

SAIL continues to offer

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Ed Brown performs at Princess Lodge.

entertainment. Whether you
come to one of our special
meals,Sing AlongsatStPaul’s,
or join in with community
events, like monthly music
jams, or music in the park,

you'll enjoy local music and
benefit from social activities
in so many ways. (Keep an
eye out for Elvis in Elkhorn
on March 17. Tickets must be
purchased in advance.)

Proudly Supporting

Woodworth Fire Department

Tyler Routledge (Tundra) & Woodworth Fire Department

WE'RE HERE!

GFL Environmental is excited to open our new branch in Killarney

Daylighting
Line Jetting
Hazardous Waste Pickups

to serve our customers in Western Manitoba.

Confined Space Entry and Rescue

Recycled QOil Pickups
Industrial Cleaning

Discover the GFL advantage! Contact us today to learn more about how
we can support your operations.

Call Dallas Pettypiece at 204-381-2166 | gflenv.com

Please join us for the showing of The Chosen
Season 5 “The Last Supper” at the Derrick

Theatre in Virden.

Episode 4 - Tuesday, February 24
Episode 5 — Tuesday, March 3
Episode 6 — Tuesday, March 10
Episode 7 — Tuesday, March 17

Episode 8 — Tuesday, March 24

Showtime is 7:30 p.m. Optional discussion
follows each episode. Admission is FREE!

CONSIGNING 7 YEARLING BULLS
TO THE 5TH ANNUAL

83 SouTtH

SIMMENTAL
BULL SALE

MARCH 137 -14 ™

ONLINE DLMS
FARMGATE
TIMED AUCTION

Scan for more
info & to view

catalogue

OPEN HOUSE:

MARCH 6™ 12PM-5:30PM
Heartland Auction, Virden, MB

MARCH 14™ 12PM-5:30PM
Taylor Auctions, Melita, MB

EVERETT & IRENE e« VIRDEN, MB

204-851-1737 * emsimi1946@gmail.coM




FeBRuARY 27, 2026 VIRDEN EmPIRE ADVANCE 3

Virden woman to host Play
With Your Food fundraiser

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Racquel Halland has
lighted upon a unique idea
to have fun and fundraise
for charity.

She explains, “I am help-
ing to host a fundraiser in
March for Carmichael Out-
reach, which supports those
experiencing homelessness
and food insecurity.”

This will be a full day of
boardgames with lunch and
tea/coffee provided, sched-
uled for March 14 at Virden
Collegiate Institute.

In a Q & A Halland ex-
plains her project.

VEA: Carmichael Out-
reach is a registered
charity in Regina, why a
Regina charity?

A: Short answer, [Carmi-
chael Outreach] hasalready
partnered for the last num-
ber of years with a group
that specifically runs board
gaming eventstoraisemoney
for charity and they offered
to let us join for a year and
learn the ropes.

What inspired your
gaming for charity?

Myself and three friends,
Marcy Rowan, Jennifer Le-
snar, and Janice Barrate, get
together to playboardgames
throughout the year and
one of my favourite games
is Wingspan.

A few years ago, I saw on
Facebook that a group in
Regina-Play With Your Food
-was having a Wingspan tour-
nament to raise money for
Carmichael Outreach, which
is one of my mom’s favourite
charities. Iwentto the tourna-
mentand hadalotoffunand
felt great about supporting a
charity at the same time.

Who is helping you do
this?

I approached my gaming
group (and my sister Amy
Mohr in Regina) about put-
tingsomekind ofacharitable
event on and we loved the
idea, but had no idea how
to go about organizing and
running something like that
- there is a lot of behind-the-
scenes work!

Ireached out to Play With
Your Food and they invited
us to team up with them for
thisyearandlearn howtodo
all of these events, what to
watch outfor, etc. They have
team mentors, a handbook,
training, one-on-one meet-
ings... so we joined them
for this year to make sure we
knew what we were doing.

How does this work?

Boardgame ‘Wingspan’
play.

In October I attended
the first ever GLOW in
Brandon, which is “Gaming
Ladiesof Westoba.”Itfocuses
on bringing more women
and non-binary people into
board gaming in a relaxed,
friendly way. They run an
all-day event where there are
many different board games
going at the same time and
yousignupforwhich oneyou
wantto playin each timeslot.

We also talked to GLOW
because Cheryl, the founder,
and her husband Kevin,
have created a wonderful
website and had a directory
of emails for people who
were interested in attending
another event, rather than
us having to start completely
from scratch.

The website is already set
up to take credit card pay-
ments and facilitate an easy
registration and scheduling
process. They were very gen-
erous and supportive as well,
especiallywhenwe explained
that it was for charity.

Who will the funds help?
Ourgoalfor thiseventis$750.
The funds raised go to-

wards supporting those ex-

periencinghomelessnessand
food insecurity. Carmichael

Outreach provides food

hampers, diapers, milk to

children, and mattresses for
people who don’t have one.

They also offer shower and

laundryservices. .. theyruna

free communityfridgewhich
is open 24/7, a public wash-
room, a public telephone,
free hygiene items, socks,
underwear, other day-to-day
items, and health supplies.
What games will be
available to play?

The list includes Obses-
sion, Wingspan, Scythe,
Botany, Finspan, Hitster,
Tokaido, Agricola, Azul, Art
Gallery, “Friends” Trivia,
and more!

Thereisafairbitofvariety-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
- all set up and ready to

in HitsteryouscanaQRcode
to hear a clip of music and
try to place it on a historical
timeline; bonus points if you
can name the artistand title.

Botany is set in Victorian
times and you travel the
globe curating botanical
specimens. In Wingspan you
collect various bird speci-
mens to create the best bird
sanctuary, and in “Friends”
Trivia you try to remember
whatChandler’sjob title was!

How do we sign up?

You can create an account
on the page Glowmb.ca and
checkeverything outwithout
having to pay for a ticket.

Why is this a women’s

event?

Itis partially to encourage
more women and female-
presenting individuals to
participate in board gaming
asahobby. All-women events
have a much different vibe
from mixed ones. They tend
to be less competitive and
more supportive, especially
ofthosejustlearning. It'saless
intimidating atmosphere.

DRAKE MAKING HIS MARK IN

MJHL ROOKIE CAMPAIGN

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Virden Oil Capitals for-
ward Dysen Drake credits
growing up in a family of
accomplished athletes as
a key factor in his success.

Drake’s father, Dallas,
had along National Hock-
eyLeague career. All three
of Dysen Drake’s siblings
competed in sports at the
junior or university level.
As a rookie this season,
Drake has shown he be-
longs in the Manitoba
Junior Hockey League.
The 6-foot-2, 189-pounder
has 13 goals and 16 assists
for 29 points in 39 games,
as of Feb. 22.

“Dysen has had an im-
pressive rookie season
so far,” Oil Capitals head
coach Tyson Ramsey said.
“He has great skill and
vision and a great shot
release. He thinks the
game at an elite level and
can contribute five-on-five
and on our power play. He
has fit in really well with
our group, and I am really
excitedaboutthe potential
for Dysen in our league in
terms of being a top scor-
ing threat. We are lucky to
have him here.”

In an early January
victory over Swan Valley,
Drake recorded four as-
sists. He had three helpers
against the same squad
later thatmonthin another
win. Drake scored a hat
trick on Feb. 21 against
Dauphin. He has also
scored two goalsin agame
twice this season.

His father helped Mar-

Contact

DEADLINE:

THE HAMIOTA DISTRICT HEALTH
CENTRE FOUNDATION INC.
BURSARY FUND

« Invites 4th and 5th year students enrolled
in a health-related program to apply for
this $2000.00 bursary. Contact vwilson@
inetlinkwireless.ca or bennett2@goinet.ca

« Invites Grade 12 students wishing to enroll in
a health-related program to apply
for this $1000.00 bursary.

vwilson@inetlinkwireless.
ca or bennett2@goinet.ca

MARCH 31, 2026

quette, Mich.’s Northern
Michigan University win
the 1991 NCAA Division
I'men’s hockey champion-
ship. The elder Drake
went on to play in the
NHL for the Detroit Red
Wings, Winnipeg Jets,
Phoenix Coyotes and St.
Louis Blues. He started
and ended his career in
Detroit - where he helped
the Red Wings win the
2008 Stanley Cup in his
final season.

The elder Drake and
his wife, Amy, have four
children. Their oldest
son, Jackson, played prep
school hockey and for the
Traverse City North Stars
junior team. Their oldest
daughter, Delaney, played
hockey for the University
of Wisconsin in Madison.
Daughter Darby competed
in diving for the University
of Nebraska Omaha.

“Growing up, there was
obviously a little pressure
there having my dad, sis-
ters and brother all being

HPV causes
cancer in
100
Manitobans

each year.

PHOTO BY VIRDEN OIL CAPS

Virden Oil Capitals forward Dysen Drake.

greatathletesso thatalways
pushed me to be the best
and growing up around
them and getting to skate
with them andwatch them
helped me become the
player I am today,” Dysen
Drakesaid. “Withoutthem
asrolemodels,’'m notsure
I'd be who I am today.”

He grew up in Traverse
City, Mich. When he was
about 14, Drake said, his
family began spending
winters in Phoenix. He
played forvarious Phoenix
Junior Coyotes teams. It
was while playing on an
18U team last season that
the Oil Capitals scouted
him.

Drake has enjoyed his
time in Virden. He billets
with Diana MacDonald,
whom he described as
amazing. Of his time with
the Oil Capitals, Drake
said, “I think the best part
about being here is prob-
ably the guys. We have a
great group of guys who
are all super close.”

ﬁ &, CancerCareManitoba
¢ ActionCancerManitoba

Brought to you by

CancerCareManitoba
FOUNDATION

VACCINE & SCREEN

to prevent
cervical cancer.

PracticePrevention.ca

204.759.3313
Toll Free 844.877.7767

gregnesbittmla @mymts.net
#7 - 515 4th Avenvue
Burlington Place, Shoal Lake, MB
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By Chad Carpenter

Staying positive in tough times

hisweek marks the first of our
I 10 Farmers Advocate issues
this year. Our FA editions
are published the last Friday of each
month from February through Nov-
ember. It appears in all three of our
papers, the Neepawa Banner & Press,
the Virden Empire-Advance and the
Rivers Banner. Seeing as the three
papersstartedin 1896, 1885 and 1908
respectively, I am inclined to ponder
about all the changes to farming that
have taken place since 1885.
18851salongtime ago. It’s 15 years
before my long-deceased grandpar-
ents were married. 1885 is 22 years
before my dad was born (1907). It’s
63 years before I was born.

My dad would have been able to
relate to farming in 1885 to some
extent, as he grew up on a tiny
farm near Christieville, Quebec
and farmed there with his father
using horses and even hand scythes.
When he began farming on his own
near Muir, Manitobain 1933, it was
with horses. After serving in WWII,
he went farming again at Holland,
Manitoba. His first vehicle and
machinery at Holland were horse
drawn. He did switch from horses
to a Case VA tractor in 1946, and
had a succession of tractors through
to his retirement in the mid-1980s.
His first vehicle was a Model T car
converted to a truck, I believe, but I
have no memory of it. His next car
was a 1928 Chevy four door Landau
model. I remember that one. How I
wish I had that car today, as it was
beautiful and sits only in my memory
and my family photo album. It was
followed by a 1938 Plymouth, a 1951
International Harvester pick up, a
1958 THC truck and then a variety
of cars until his passing in 1987.

I guess all that is somewhat ir-
relevant, but the transition from
horses to tractors and various trucks

GCENTRE

RIGHTHINATEIE;

KEN W ADDELL

and cars is illustrative of how things
have changed from 1885 to1985. The
transition was stark, but not as stark
as the changes we have seen in the
years since 1985.

In the passing 40 years, farming
has changed to a point where it’s
almost unrecognizable and almost
out of anyone’s price range. The
inflation in land prices has made
millionaires of some retiring farmers
and debt slaves to some of those who
have come along behind.

As I write this column, the ever
bombastic President Trump has
flung out even more tariff threats. I
can’t think of a time when we were
made more aware of international
trade relations than we are today. It’s
interesting to note that tariffs, both
inside and outside of Canada have
beenpushing and pulling agriculture
on both the production and supply
side for years. In the early years of
Confederation, tariffs were wide-
spread. If T have my history straight,
itwas Canada’s first prime minister,
John A. Macdonald, who imposed
tariffs on US made farm machinery
soastoprop up the eastern Canadian
manufacturers and force Canadian
farmers to buy Canadian machinery
rather than cheaper imported farm
machinery.

I can’t predict what will happen
with tariffs and trade wars but I can
be assured of a few things.

I have said many times that we

need to look after Faith, Family,
Friends and Finances, and in that
order.

Our family has faced economic
difficulties a few times in our lives.
We may face them again and I know
that my kids, grandkids and great
grands face some struggles.

But this I know, God loves us and
it’simportant to follow his teachings.
Love your neighbour as yourself,
follow the Ten Commandments.
Be aware of the pitfalls that may
lie ahead.

I have also said that the sun will
come up tomorrow and regardless of
how tough things might seem to be
unfolding, there will also be many
things to be thankful for.

To put it bluntly, if you don’t think
we live in a land of plenty, then you
haven’t observed the 40 foot long
shelves of potato chips and snack
food in most stores or the pallets of
pet food.

There 1s always lots to grumble
about, but it doesn’t do much good.
It’s much more productive to get
off our butts and do something
productive. Any able bodied person
who thinks they have things tough,
aren’t living with the right attitude.

Disclarmer: Theviews expressedin this
column are the writer’s personalviews and
are not to be taken as being the view of

the newspaper staff-

EHHOMEBODIES]

RITA FRIESEN

Here's to
friendships

e know thatfrom our veryfirstbreath to ourvery
Wlast breath, we need human contact. Deeperthan
a want, it truly is an essential need.

We see how infants thrive with loving connections, how
parents and caregivers are encouraged to have skin on skin
time with the wee ones, even when there are tubes and wires
in the picture. And we know too well the longing, need,
that our elders and ill have for a hug and a hand to hold.

Not everyone is privileged to have a supportive family;
physical distances and emotional distances prevent regular
contact. Here’s the place where friendships excel. First, we
do get to choose our friends, and we do get the opportunity
to interact with them — either through the workplace, the
gym, orthe coffee shops. Itisheartwarming towatch agroup
of individuals sharing time and thoughts — connecting.

I'swing back to the human contact thought. Safe hugs are
becoming more common. With the work I am privileged to
do, I give, and receive wonderful hugs. I can feel an energy
shift when I am greeted with a hug before a service; I am
encouraged and strengthened. And asI gather with families
the hugs are also shared energy, me offering my strength,
granting them a moment to feel frail and sad, safely. And
the Sunday morning hugs! We have worshipped together,
prayed and praised together, and now rejoice in friendships
and shared values. I am a hugger... a safe hugger.

Preschool and daycare were not a part of my childhood.
Cousins were! And they became my playmates and lifelong
friends. We share a history of experiences and people. Some
school friendships last for a lifetime. I admire and respect
that. Thave relocated a number of times and have lost touch
with old neighbours and classmates.Not for amoment have
I forgotten them! We made a hat full of memories; curling
bonspiels, track and field days, youth group gatherings and
community celebrations. There were ten of us students that
moved from grade two to twelve almost together, I know
their names though I have not a clue where they are, what
they do (I imagine retired!!) or if they are still with us.

Asaparent I got to know other parents, some developed
into friendships. I entered into community life, and here
too, created some friendships. We all get/got so busy with
life and living that maintaining a friendship sometimes
became too much work.

Andnow I am old. Friendships are the gold in the golden
years! We may not have shared other parts of our lives,
but now we have time, and the need, for each other. I am
so blessed with friends of many ages and stages. I miss,
fiercely, the women who I considered my mentors, and, in
turn, I have become a mentor to others. My young friends
think young and allow me that freedom. With others we
commiserate about our aches and pains, and forgetfulness!
Each day I give thanks for the circle of friends that bless me
with their time and energy... and their hugs!
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Virden files lawsuit over failed water supply

By Dale Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

At the Feb. 19 Town of
Virden council meeting a
resolution was passed stat-
ing that the Town has legal
concerns regarding its water
supply infrastructure and
public water system. Council
authorized thefiling ofastate-
ment of claim in the Court of
King’s Bench in Winnipeg.

The Town entered into an
agreement with the Mani-
toba Water Services Board
(MWSB) in 2019foraground-

water supply investigation.
W.L. Gibbons and Associates
was retained to conduct the
investigation and, in August
2020, issued a report recom-
mending the town draw water
from the Leask Aquifer.

In 2025 the aquifer began
to run short even under
normal pumping conditions.
The Town hired a third-party
hydrogeological engineer
that summer to provide an
independent review of the
situation.

According toa CTV article
published on Feb. 24, the cur-

rent lawsuit claims the review
showed that the aquifer did
not provide an adequate
water supply and should not
have been recommended or
developed. The Town alleges
thatthefailure of the newwells
resulted in the Town’s water
supply reaching critically low
levels, placing the community
at imminent risk of running
out of water (and) causing a
municipal water emergency.
The Town also alleges the
MWSB and W.L. Gibbons
and Associates were negligent
and responsible for deficient

engineering services, inves-
tigations, testing and recom-
mendations.

Stephen Wiecek, a senior
geological engineerwith W.L.
Gibbonsand Associates,isalso
namedasaco-defendant. The
lawsuit claims the representa-
tions made by the firm and
Wiecek were “in fact untrue,
misleadingand/ornegligently
made. The Townrelied reason-
ably on the representations to
its detriment and has suffered
and continues to suffer loss
and damage.”

The Town is seeking dam-

ages, including recovery of
loan payments and costs asso-
ciated with a temporary water
supply and replacement wells.

According tothelawsuit, the
budget for the groundwater
investigation was $350,000,
while the transition to the
Leask Aquiferwasestimatedat
$3million. The town financed
halfofthe coststhroughloans,
with the MWSB covering the
remainder.

A press release from the
Town of Virden states, “Town
has been completing due
diligence into the past pro-
fessional engineering, tech-
nical advice, inspections and

reports regarding the two
installed pumping wells in
two separate locations at the
Leask Aquifer.

Council continues to be
concerned about the ongoing
water quality and water levels,
aswellas the costsincurred by
the Town for infrastructure
that, in the opinion of the
Town, is no longer being util-
ized for the purposes (for)
which it was installed.

With the assistance oflegal
and third-partyexperts, Coun-
cil for the Town has chosen to
commencelegalaction to pro-
tect the interest of the Town
of Virden and the residents.”

Town Office: 204-748-2440

Virden Landfill: 204-748-6033

e Green Team

October 31,2026.

* Head Lifeguard

* Assistant Head Lifeguard
e Lifeguard Instructor

* Assistant Lifeguard

Tundra Oil & Gas Place: 204-748-2736

VIRDEN
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CENTRE OF IT ALL

Employment Opportunities

Summer Employment

For more information about any of the postings above, please visit
www.virden.ca/p/employment-opportunities.

Resumes with cover letter can be submitted until April 1, 2026 to:

Faye Pope — Office Manager, Town of Virden
Box 310, Virden MB ROM 2CO

office.manager@virden.ca

Public Notice - Pesticide Program

Public Notice is hereby given that the Town of Virden intends to conduct

the following pesticide programs during 2026:

1. To control noxious weeds within the Town limits of the Town of Virden.
The projected dates of application will be from April 1, 2026 to

The herbicides to be used include one or more of the following:
Picloram * Amitrol * Target * Transorb * 2, 4-D Ester

Flower & Garden Caretaker

Animal Control: 204-851-5881

Facility Bookings: 204-748-2440

Emergency After Hours: 204-851-5540

Employment Opportunity

The Town of Virden is seeking to employ a self-motivated individual
to assist in its annual planting and seasonal maintenance of
flowerbeds, planters and hanging baskets throughout town.

Preference will be given to individuals who have graduated from
or are enrolled in a recognized green space management course.
Individuals with similar experience and training are encouraged to
apply. Applicants must hold a valid driver’s license.

This position will run from May to September, and will remain open

until filled.

Please forward resume with cover letter to:

Faye Pope, Office Manager

Upcoming Council Meetings

Council Meetings start at 7:00 PM

Town of Virden
Box 310

Virden, MB, ROM 2CO
Email: office.manager@virden.ca

March 3 and 17

2.To control noxious weeds at the waste disposal grounds and surrounding
area in the R.M. of Wallace, located on SE 24-11-26W. The projected dates
of application will be from April 1,2026 to October 31, 2026.
The herbicides to be used include one or more of the following:
Picloram * Round-up * Target * Primatrol * 2, 4-D Ester
Atrazine * Amitrol
3.To control rats at the waste disposal grounds at various times during the
coming year using the rodenticide Bromadiolone.
4.To control the following insect pests including grasshoppers,
mosquitoes, elm bark beetles, canker worms, etc. within the limits of the
Town of Virden. The projected dates of application will be from
May 1,2026 to October 31,2026.
The insecticides to be used include one or more of the following:
Cygon 480EC * Vectobac * Cholorphyrifos

Objections to the proposed program may be submitted in writing within
fifteen (15) days of the publication to:

Manitoba Environment and Climate
Environmental Approvals Branch
Box 35, 14 Fultz Blvd. ~ Winnipeg, MB R3Y OL6

pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca

X info@virden.ca

Tax Prepayment Discounts

The Town of Virden offers tax prepayment discounts as outlined below
to taxpayers wishing to pay an installment or installments on their 2026
property taxes.

Those wishing to prepay may pay an amount or a series of amounts that
in total does not exceed the amount of their 2025 property taxes. The
discount rate is equivalent to an effective annual interest rate of 3%.

Month of Payment Discount Rate Savings on $1000.00
March 1.75% $17.50
April 1.50% $ 15.00
May 1.25% $ 12.50
June 1.00% $ 10.00
July 0.75% $ 7.50

Tax prepayments made in the months of August, September or
October will be accepted at par and can be made via Online Banking,
Telephone Banking, E-Transfer, or through our Drop Box located at
the main doors of our office at 236 Wellington Street West.

} www.virden.ca ﬁ Town of Virden @virdentown
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HeLEN DRYSDALE
OUT OF HELEN’S KITCHEN

Today’s recipes come from the 1998 “The Art of Cooking,” published by the Viscount
Cultural Council. The VCC as it was known as was incorporated in 1976. Its gallery
show cased art work from local, regional and national artists as well as hosting tour-
ing exhibitions. It also organized classes in visual, dance, music, literary and crafts for
people of all ages. When the VCC purchased a permanent location the name changed
to Arts Forward. This new and larger space allowed for many more events and classes
to take place. All year round it is a hub of activity providing classes from toddlers to
seniors. Performances and events organized include, events for National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation, concerts, recitals, author readings, Trivia Nights, beer and wine
tastings, and our annual Christmas Craft Sale. We are truly fortunate to have such an
organization in our community.

Magically moist chicken
Don Kryschuk

21/2-31/21b. chicken cut up 1/2 cup mayonnaise

1 tsp. Italian seasoning 1 1/4 cup bread crumbs

Brush chicken on all sides with mayonnaise. Add Italian seasoning to bread crumbs.
Place bread crumbs in a large plastic food bag. Add chicken one piece at a time; shake
to coat well. Arrange on rack in broiler pan. Bake at 425 F for about 40 minutes or until
golden brown and tender.

Sweet potato and carrot crisp

Jane McLaren
2 Ibs. carrots
2 Tbsp. liquid honey
2 tsp. cinnamon

5 large sweet potatoes
3/4 cup orange juice
2 Tbsp. butter

2 cloves garlic, minced 1 tsp. salt

Topping:

1 1/2 cups fresh bread crumbs 1/2 cup chopped onions
1/3 cup melted butter 1 Tbsp. chopped parsley

Cook and mash sweet potatoes and carrots. Add the other six ingredients; put into
a greased 9X13 inch pan. Combine topping ingredients; sprinkle over potato mixture.
Cover with tin foil and bake at 350 F for 20 minutes.

Orange chocolate chip cookies

Don Clark
1 cup margarine 1 cup brown sugar
1 cup white sugar 2 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla grated rind of 1 orange
1 orange, peeled and finely chopped 2 cups flour

1 tsp. salt 1 tsp. baking soda

3 cups oatmeal 2 cups chocolate chips or smarties

Preheat oven to 350 F. Cream margarine and sugars together in a large mixing bowl.
Add eggs and vanilla. Beat until smooth. Add grated orange rind and finely chopped
orange to creamed mixture; mix well. Add the dry ingredients to the creamed mixture
and mix well. Stir in the chocolate chips. Drop by spoonfuls onto greased cookie sheets;

press down with fork. Bake for 10-12 minutes. Makes about 4 dozen cookies.

WINTER OLYMPICS

By Gerry Nolan
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Winter Olympics
have come and gone.
Whatagreatgroup of ath-
letesrepresented Canada.
We are all very proud of
their accomplishments.
There were the celebra-
tions of victory and the
agony of defeatalong the
way. Some of the events
that take place are mind
boggling how these ath-
letes perform at the levels
they compete.

Congratulationsto Tra-
vis Sanheim, formerly of
Elkhorn, who was just
outstanding for the men’s
hockey team on winning
a silver medal in Milano.

Travismade all of Canada
proud but for all of the
people of Elkhorn and
surrounding area even
more proud.
Congratulations to all
the competitors from
all the nations on a job
well done. Also to all the
officials and volunteers,
thank you for your com-
mitment to the games.
One thing I noticed
was that after the events
were done and medals
were decided and be-
ing handed out how all
the amateur athletes
would congratulate one
another, be it a pat on
the back, a handshake
or giving each other a
hug. What a great sign of

sportsmanship?

Two things I did not
like were the trash talking
that came out in curling
and hockey. To me this
is not acceptable. The
media can stop it, but
they do not. I guess they
figure this needs to be
shown over and over. It
takesaway from the other
athletes who work and
train so hard to achieve
their goal.

All in all it has been a
great two weeks of enter-
tainment but it is time to
get back to normal pro-
gramming like the stretch
for the NHL playoffs and
watch the boysof summer,
as they have started the
grapefruit season!

Police Report

Westman RCMP Service Report for Feb. 15 to 21

Submitted
By WEsTMAN RCMP

During thisweek, West-
man RCMP received a
total of 72 callsforservice.
Some of these calls for
service include 28 traffic
offences, 3 Assistance to
Canadian Agencies/Gen-
eral Public, 5 Assaults, 3
Mischief files, 2 Firearms
related files, 3 Wellbeing
checks, 2 False Alarms,
and 2 Fraud files.

On Feb. 15, during
routine traffic patrols in
the RM of Sifton, RCMP
observed a vehicle travel-
ling atahighrate of speed.
Radar confirmed the driv-
ingspeed of 136 km/hrin
a110km/hrzone. A traffic
stop was conducted, and
the driver was issued a
Traffic Offence Notice for
Speeding, which carries a
fine of $391.

On Feb. 20, RCMP
received a report of an
impaired driver who had
driven into their parked
vehicle in the town of
Virden. The impaired
driver had left the vehicle
and walked into a local
facility. RCMP attended
and located the driver of

NOTICE

Under the Oil and Gas Act

Pierson Oil Field

If no valid objection or

be obtained from:

Brad Caldwell

MRL 2 Ltd.

136 Main Street
Melita, MB ROM 1LO

intervention is received in
writing by Manitoba Business,
Mining, Trade and Job Creation,
Petroleum Branch, at Suite 360 |
- 1395 Ellice Avenue, Winnipeg,
Manitoba R3G 3P2 before
March 20, 2026, the Minister
may approve the application.

Copies of the application can

thevehiclewhoshowed ob-
vious signs of intoxication
and subsequently arrested
for impaired operation.
The driver of the vehicle
was transported to the
Virden RCMP detach-
ment where he provided
breath samples resulting
in 140mg% and 130 mg%.
Thedriverwasarrested for
Operationwhile Impaired,
Operation while over
80mg% and Operation
while prohibited. Once
the driver was released, he
wasissued a 90-day license
suspension and anotice to
appear in Court.

On Feb. 21, during rou-
tine patrols in the RM of
Sifton, RCMP observed a
vehicle travelling on high-
way 1 when a radar detec-
torwas activated. A traffic
stop was conducted, a
radar detector was in the
vehicle, and the driverwas
issued a Traffic Offence
Notice for Drive a vehicle
equipped with a radar
detection device, which
carries a fine of $298.

On Feb. 21, during
routine traffic patrols in
the RM of Wallace-Wood-
worth, RCMP observed
a vehicle travelling at a

high rate of speed. Radar
confirmed the driving
speed of 153 km/hr in a
110km/hr zone. A traf-
fic stop was conducted;
an oral fluid sample of
the driver was completed
whichresulted positive for
cannabis consumption.
The driver was issued a
Traffic Offence Notice for
Speeding, which carries
a fine of $613 along with
72-hour drivers license
suspension.

To report a complaint
ornon-emergentincident
to RCMP please call 204-
748-2135. For general
inquiries or administra-
tive requests including
criminal record checks
please call the administra-
tion line at 204-748-2046
Ext. 3. If you are report-
ing an emergency, please
call 911.

If you witness a crime
and wish to remain an-
onymous, please contact
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477. Crime stoppers
is entirely confidential
and completely anonym-
ous. The tip line is not
traceable, and they do not
subscribe to caller ID or
call display.

Melita Resources Ltd. (MRL 2 Ltd.) has made application under The Oil and
Gas Act for approval to form South Pierson Unit No. 5 and within implement
a Waterflood Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR) Operation, within the Mission
Canyon 3 formation. The inset map shows the proposed boundaries.

Proposed
South Pierson Unit No. 5

Twp 2
/
/

e

®  Producer

X Horizontal or Directional Surface Location
D Proposed South Pierson Unit No. &

Rge 28

(306) 339-7714, bcaldwell@melitaresources.com

The application may be viewed in full at: manitoba.ca/iem/petroleum/
applications/index.html

Manitoba ¥
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Tulum, an amazing sight

Our family and friends
recently travelled to Cancun
Mexico for aweek of sunshine
and relaxation. The weatherwas coolin the morning and warm
in the afternoon, makingita fun vacation. The service was great
and the people were friendly!

One day we all went on an excursion to Tulum, which is situ-
ated 130 kilometers south of Cancun. The thirteenth century
walled Mayan architectural site at Tulum National Park which
overlooks the sea and incorporates the cliff tops Castillo built
in watch towers.

The greatest attraction at the Tulum ruinsisits location, as it
is built facing the rising sun, and is the only Mayan settlement
located on the beaches of the Caribbean.

Tulum means “Wall”, areference toitslocation. The original
inhabitants called it Zama, meaning the place of the dawning
sun.

Our guide for the day was Niza, who is a Maya. Niza was ter-
rific! His grandfather told him when he was a lad that he would
be his educator and would teach him the Mayan way. Niza was
verywelleducated, with greatreading andwriting skills. He took
his time to answer all our questions and shared some amazing
history of the ruins. At one point he sat down on the ground
and picked up a twig to draw diagrams and pictures in the
sand so we could visualize the stories he was describing to us.

I cannot explain the full meaning of what we saw, there was
so much detail to this fascinating place. What I will say though

By Gerry Nolan
RIVERS BANNER

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The thirteenth century walled Mayan architectural
site at Tulum National Park.

is if you ever get the opportunity to vacation in Mexico, take
the excursion to Tulum, you will feel so blessed by its beauty
and charm.

Miniota turns empty building into community thrift

In a matter of weeks, a
group of community mind-
ed people decided Miniota
needed a thrift store and they made it happen.

Miniota Thriftique was stocked and ready for shoppers
on opening day, last Friday.

A committee of Pat Cole, Heather Lelond, Dorothy
Gow, Tracy Lelond-Young and Dawn Wenzel got things
going, along with help from Delbert Cole, a Prairie View
Municipality councilor who identified a thrift store as
a community opportunity. And let’s not forget Harry
Wenzel’s contribution as handy man.

The idea began to percolate when Delbert saw that
Birtle thrift generated about $18,000 last year and the
moneywentto help theircommunity programs. Likewise,
Thriftique’s net revenue will be put back into the com-
munity through Miniota and Area Foundation.

Organizers were happy with their soft opening on
Friday and Saturday. Dawn said, “The community is very
excited for our opening, with lots more donations and
people wishing to volunteer. Very exciting.”

The store is open three days per week - Wednesdays
and Fridays from 12 Noon to 5:30pm, and on Saturdays
from 1lam to 3pm.

The Community Development Corporation owns
the building. OPAM (Organics Producers of Manitoba)
opened in the building over a decade ago and their of-
fice is in the rear of the building while the storefront is
now Thriftique.

“We’ve gota few months’ rentfree right now,” said Pat.

The new venture is a ray of sunshine on the quiet
downtown street.

“The main street, (or I call it main street) has really
dwindled since I was a kid,” said Dawn, daughter of Bill
and Eleanor Cousins. She grew up in Miniota and now
they, the Wenzels, have retired to Miniota from the East
Coast. “Therewassomanymore businesses,” Dawnrecalls.

Thegroupreminiscedaboutthe grocerystore (recently
owned by Donna and Bob Gardham), a meat market, Bill
Barret’s shoe store, the hotel (Mike’s Café) and Mardell’s
hair salon that used to populate the street.

A historic Royal Bank building was put to good use as
the Community Drop In Centre.

Thriftique has limited space but larger items like fur-
niture can be accommodated in additional sheds where
seasonal donations will also be stored.

Thrifting tours
Apart from community traffic, it remains to be seen

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

PHOTO BY ANNE DAVISON

Dorothy and Tracy at work on opening day in Miniota
Thriftique.

who the thrift shop will attract to town. However, shop-
ping tours have become a thing. A mum and daughter
from Elkhorn area were just one example of Miniota
Thriftique’s opening day customers. “They make ita day
and they go around to all the places,” says Pat. Dorothy
had also heard that shoppers from Melita were planning
a trip over with stops at other area thrifts along the way.

In fact, southwest Manitoba provides a chain of stores
that are ideal for thrifters.

A few years ago, Reston opened Hidden Treasures
Community Thrift Store. New to Youislocated in Virden.
McAuley Thrift Store just celebrated 20 years in busi-
ness last October. In Birtle there’s The Value Shoppe,
and farther north, Rossburn Thrift Shop. Heading back
south, Hamiota has two thrift outlets — The Hamiota R
Store and Hamiota Thrift Shop. Oak Lake’s Thrift and
Thrive opened last year and Melita recently opened Find-
ers Keepers Thrift Store.

Friday was a good day for the new Miniota store. “Our
sales are ... about $120 so far today,” said Dawn.

Many thrifts operate on a cash only basis, as does Thrif-
tique. And of course, there’s no cash left on the premises
when the store closes.

Fire Chief’s Report
of 2025: Growth,
Transformation,
and Romance

By Joel Neumier
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

TheFire Chief’sAnnual Reportfor2025isin, recounting
the Virden division of Wallace District Fire Department’s
record in detail. Last year, the Virden Fire Department
responded to 96 different incidents. WDFD responds to
allsorts of emergencies, but the most common incident of
2025 was motor vehicle collisions, of which there were 26.

47incidentsoccurredwithing the town of Virden,and 42
incidents took place in the RM of Wallace. The remaining
7 incidents were from the RMs of Pipestone and Sifton.

Of course, emergency responses are far from their only
service to the community. Our firefighters volunteered
their time at 16 community events raising money for
a multitude of different causes. They also attended 57
training sessions over the course of the year, and 5 of their
members travelled north in the summer to help combat
wildfires near Flin Flon.

“We have no full-time members. This is all stuff that
our members did in their spare time” said Fire Chief Cory
Nixon. “I'mvery proud ofusforachieving all thatwe have!”

The department’s main fundraising goal for 2025 was
toraise $75,000 for newradios. According to ChiefNixon,
“Communication is crucial at any incident, and our old
radios were long overdue for an upgrade.” Thanks to the
generosity of numerouslocalsponsorsand thefirefighters’
own initiative, $58,350 was raised. They intend to raise
money for the remaining expenses this year.

However, theirbiggestfundraising successwas procured
from the provincial government by our municipal office.
A 1.5-million-dollar grant was awarded to WDFD to help
finance anew fire hall’s construction in Virden, doubling
the project’s budget.

Virden’s firefighters also made great strides in 2025
that can’t be measured in nickels and dimes. Last sum-
mer, their long-awaited pump truck, labelled “Engine 17,
was brought into service, replacing the old pumper and
greatly bolstering the department’s ability to douse the
fiercest of fires. Its predecessor has been repurposed asa
rescue vehicle for Elkhorn’s fire department.

What'’s especially remarkable is 2025’s recruitment rec-
ord. Station #1 gained 13 members lastyear and retained
10in thelong term. “Thisisunheard of!”said ChiefNixon.
“This is by far the most recruits I've seen in such a short
period since I joined in 2000!”

These new recruits bring the Virden station’s member-
ship up to 27. They aim to ideally have 30 or more active
members. Of those firefighters, 4 got engaged to their
partners in 2025, making it an exceptionally romantic
year for WDFD.

2025 was overall an undoubtedly great year for the fire
department,and theyhave everyintention of carrying that
momentum forward into 2026. The department’s goals
for this year include getting every member in new and
updated turnout gear, including enough new radios for
every member. Furthermore, level 1 firefighting training
is set to begin for the new members right away. Level 1
training is required for volunteer firefighters to engage
with hazardous incidents, including interior structure
fires and vehicle collisions.

Major projects are set to begin in the coming months.
Namely, the Virden department will begin the long pro-
cesses of replacing their tanker truck and constructing
the new Virden Fire Hall, which will be builtin phases on
the same lot that the current station occupies.

OnWDFD’supcoming operations, ChiefNixon had this
to say: “These are huge undertakings that definitelywon’t
be easy, but our guys have shown that they’re up to the
challenge, so I'm nothing but excited for what’s to come!”
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FRATTINGER SIGNS TO PLAY TWO
SPORTS AT DCB

SPORTS NOTES: GARCIA HELPS

PiLoTs To MCAC TITLE

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Avery Frattinger signs to play volleyball and hockey at Dakota College at Bottineau.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Kirkella’s AveryFrattingerisexcited tobe
atwo-sportpost-secondarystudent-athlete.

The daughter of Terri and Trever Frat-
tinger has committed to play hockey and
volleyball at Dakota College at Bottineau.
The North Dakotaschool’svolleyball team
competes in the National Junior College
Athletic Association Division II ranks,
while the women’s hockey squad is in the
American Collegiate HockeyAssociation’s
Division II.

“I'm looking forward to the challenge
andgrowth inamore competitive environ-
ment alongside other athletes that push
themselves and make me want to improve
myown gameaswell,” Frattingersaid. “I'm
alsohoping to developnewskillsforafaster,
moreintense pace ofgame. Continuing my
hockeyandvolleyballjourneyfeelslike the
next big step in building connections in
a meaningful way and improving myself,
not only as an athlete but as a teammate.”

Over the years, Frattinger has played
a variety of sports. She appreciates her
parents’ support of her various pursuits.

“I have tried almost every sport and
activity I could find throughout my life
and thatis all thanks to my parents,” Frat-
tinger said. “They both work so hard and
still find time to show up for me in every
way possible. They are my entire support
system, my biggest cheerleaders, the best
listeners, and the reason I'm where I am
today. My parents have shown me thatIam
supported in anything I choose to pursue,
but my success can only be determined by
my own work ethic. I really got lucky when
it comes to them and I am so grateful for
that every day.”

She chose DCB for a variety of reasons.
Thejunior college isabout two hours from
Elkhorn. It had a record enrollment of
1,242 students, including 621 full-time
equivalents, in the fall of 2025.

“Theultimatefactor formewasdefinite-
lyjustseeing thewhole package,”Frattinger
said. “I went for a tour and was offered to
sign for both hockey and volleyball. On
top of the chance to begin my psychology
degree, itwasreallyjustaonce in alifetime
opportunity. The smaller campus made it
feel a little less scary to move away and my
parents will get to watch me play sports for
a couple more years close to home.”

She currently plays defence for the U18
Birtle Bruiskies hockey team. This season
Frattinger wasfifth on the team in scoring
with 11 points in 19 games. She was tied
for the Bruiskies-lead in goals with nine.

“Avery is a fun kid,” Bruiskies head
coach Aaron Ashcroft said. “She is very
charismatic, and passionate on and off
the ice. She typically plays defence, but
can step up and easily fill a forward role,
whenever needed. Her speed, agility, and
determination has been a huge asset to
her team.”

Frattinger’s favourite part of playing
defence is “definitely how versatile I can
be there.” She said, “I'm comfortable play-
ing defence and protecting my goalies has
always been a huge part of hockey for me.
On the offensive side, I still like to rush the
puck when the opportunity arises so I still
feel as though I have a large ability to play
both sides of the ice, which is important
to my game.”

While Frattinger plans to take to the
court at DCB, she was unable to play
volleyball this past fall due to not having
enough players toform a team. She did not
play club volleyball this winter due to the
season overlappingwith hockey. Frattinger
opted to coach the Elkhorn School Grade
7/8 girls team “to stay involved because
I just couldn’t give up the sport. It was a
greatgroup of girlsand they always helped
me see volleyball from a fresh perspective
as their coach.” She is looking forward to
playing volleyball again.

“I love the energy that volleyball brings
with howmuch of abattle everysingle point
takes,” Frattinger said. “It’s a tough thing
to describe because there’s not just one
specific thing that I enjoy, it’s the entire
atmosphere of the game thatjustdraws me
to it. Volleyball is almost as much mental
as physical to me, which can make it a
hard team sport. However, the challenges
of trusting not only your teammates but
yourself as well is what makes it special
when everything comes together.”

TylerWood,whowasone ofhervolleyball
coaches in Elkhorn, said, “Avery is a very
dedicated athlete; sheleads by example on
the court by her determination and hard
work. Avery hasa good and very consistent
serve and is a good passer out of the back
row. She has shown the ability to be able
to play multiple positions on the court
when needed.”

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Virden’s Fiona Garcia helped the Providence
University College women’s basketball team cap-
ture the Manitoba Colleges Athletic Conference
championship.

The daughter of Floreen and Marvin Garcia
scored 15 points,goingaperfect 10-for-10from the
free-throw line, as the Pilots defeated Canadian
Mennonite University 69-58 earlier this month.
The skilled guard also collected six rebounds,
six assists and six steals for her Otterburne-based
team in that contest. After winning the MCAC
crown, the Pilots went on to earn the Northern
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference title. They
beat North Dakota’s Trinity Bible College 80-72.

The Pilots were a perfect 8-0 in the MCAC
regular season. Garcia was named to the All-
Conference Team.

VCI Girls Curling

The Virden Collegiate Institute girls curling
team set a goal for itself for the season: to win
Zone9and competeatthe provincials. Mission ac-
complished. The rink of skip Maddie Warkentin,
third Leah Mytopher, second Mikaela Pio, and
lead Abby Pearn won the zone title in Wawanesa
in late January.

“Their success in the event in Wawanesa came
through great communication about ice condi-
tions and weight on their shots,” coach Janelle
Grieve said. “Maddie made some clutch shots in
the Zone 9 final.”

At the provincial event, Virden found itself
playing Swan Valley, which went on to win it all,
and Westwood, which placed third. Grieve said,
“Our girls struggled to execute their shots, but
regrouped well for their final game, earning the
win and placing third in their pool.”

The provincial event wrapped up the high
school curling careers of Pearn and Warkentin.
Of the rink’s skip, Grieve said, “Maddie commit-
ted to improving her strategy calls as a skip. She
definitely had the drive to achieve the team goals
this season.”

Regarding Pearn, Grieve said, “Abby focused
on developing her skills to become a better curler
in the lead position. Abby showed greatimprove-
ment in her curling delivery with accuracy and
weight control. She is an effective sweeper and a
great team player.”

Sask Winter Games
Four athletes who train with Skate Virden

competed in the Saskatchewan Winter Games,
which ran Feb. 15-21, in Meadow Lake. Rocan-
ville’s Emma Errington wasfourth in the STAR8
Free Skate Female division. VaidaMaasof Wapella
wassixth in the same division. Gracy Russell from
Moosomin placed eighth. Kenosee Lake’s Falyn
Brownfinished 13thin STAR 6 Free Skate Female.
TOC U13 Brown

At the prestigious Tournament of Champions
in Brandon, the U13 Brown Virden Junior Oil
Capitals made it to the Santa Lucia Pizza U13 A
semifinals. The team defeated the Minot Wolves
5-2 and the Yorkton Terriers 3-1. It then beat the
Brandon Wheat Kings Black 8-3 in the quarter-
finals. In the semifinals, the local team fell 6-1
to the Estevan Bruins, who went on to win the
championship.

“Earlyin the tournament, we were not starting
gameswell, maybe abitto dowith nerves,”Virden
coach Lonnie Brown said. “As the tournament
progressed, wewere playing more complete games
fromstarttofinish. Throughout the tournament,
we had playersstep upand have strong gamesand
make timely contributions. Iwas proud of the kids
for how well they played throughout the tourna-
ment. We progressively played better as we made
ourway through the tournament. Unfortunately,
we got behind early in the semifinal game and
couldn’t claw our way back.”

TOC Cougars

Competing in the Tournament of Champions
was a highlight of the season for the new Ul3
Southwest Cougarsteam, manager Dwayne Bugg
said. The regional team included Grady Hay and
JaxBraybrook of Virden,and Asher Grayand Jace
Guthrie from Reston.

“Our first season as an organization has been
a wonderful experience, and we are very proud
to represent our region at the highest level of AA
hockey,” Bugg said.

At the TOC, in the Fowler Hyundai U13 AA
division, the Cougars beata Regina team 8-2and
lost to Minot 6-5 in what Bugg called “a thrilling
affair.” Then on the B side, the Southwest squad
lost 6-3 to Saskatoon and 4-3 to Moose Jaw in
overtime.

“We really enjoyed our experience at the TOC
in Brandon. It was a great opportunity for our
team to play against different competition and
see how we match up against teams outside of
ourleague,”said Bugg, who alsonoted, “Thekids
had alot of fun and it was a great opportunity for
them to bond as a team.”

126" VIRDEN

MEN'S BONSPIEL

MARCH 8-15

O Deadline Friday, March 2

O 4 events, 4 games guaranteed (if full)

O 40 teams max

O Prime Rib Banquet included for curlers at Sunrise Hall
O Extra Banquet tickets must be pre-purchased by March 11
O Great prizes!

CONTACT JAY KINNAIRD 204-891-1267 FOR ENTRIES & INFO
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Yoo cate

What is traceability
and why is it
important to the
beef industry?

Empire-Advance

serving virden & area since 1885

heldawnofialnew;
farmiseason

By Matthew Atkinson

PAST PRESIDENT, AND DISTRICT 8 DIRECTOR

MANITOBA BEEF PRODUCERS

LEditor’s Note: This column
was originally published in
the February 2026 edition of
the Manitoba Beef Producers
newspaper Cattle Country,
and has been reprinted with
permission.

In recent weeks, there
has been lots of discussion,
especially on social media
about potential Canadian
Food Inspection Agency
(CGFIA) changes to Can-
ada’s livestock traceability
system. Unfortunately,
some incorrectinformation
1scirculating thatsaid these
changestook effect January
1, whichisnot the case. And
there is some misinforma-
tion about what the pro-
posed changes could mean
for beef producers in their
day-to-day operations. I
am focusing this month’s
column on why traceability
1s important to our sector,
what is being proposed —
butnotyetenacted or being
enforced, and where the
matter stands today.

It is also important to
note that Manitoba Beef
Producers, along with
other industry stakehold-
ers such as the Canadian
Cattle Association (CCA)
had called for a pause
on the implementation of
proposed changes until
such time as beef industry
questions and concerns are
addressed by the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency.
The CFIA issued a state-
ment on Jan. 10 where it
said that it “will pause any

publication of the regula-
tions until the proposed
changes are more widely
understood and concerns
are heard and taken into
consideration.”

Livestock traceability
systems have three main
objectives: to reduce the
impacts of animal diseases
by assisting with disease
investigations, to pro-
vide accurate and up-to-
date livestock identity and
movement information,
and, to better protect public
health and animal health.

The three pillars of
traceability are premises
identification (PIDs), ani-
mal identification (CCIA
tags), and animal move-
ment through the record-
ing of move-in data on
cattle. An example of how
traceability is being used
isin the investigations into
bovine tuberculosis cases
in beef cattle in Saskatch-
ewan and a dairy herd in
Manitoba.

Effective traceability
is important for enhan-
cing disease prepared-
ness efforts and helping
to minimize the number
of affected producers if a
disease arises. Traceabil-
ity systems have also been
used to share information
about floods and fires in
provinces where livestock
may have been at risk due
to these types of disasters.

Continued
on Farmers’
Advocate third page

PHOTO BY ROB WADDELL

This beautiful sunrise, seen along Highway #16 between Neepawa and Minnedosa promises a new day.

ELECTRICLTD

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Serving the Westman and Parkland Regions for over 45 years.
Neepawa, MB Dauphin, MB
204-476-3391 204-572-5028

Authorized GENERAC Sales & Service
Providing power back up systems for your farm and home

— W JOHN'S W——

SERVING
Agriculture,
Construction,
Trucks & More

* Truck Safeties
* MPI Accredited

Shop 204-368-2361 » Cell 204-212-2020

D.M.W. Repair

Licensed Journeyman « Reasonable Rates

+ Equipped with Hydraulic Flow-meter &
Pressure Gauges for Hydraulic Testing.

+ Electrical Troubleshooting

« Air Conditioning Repair * Scan Tools for Autos

* Hydraulic hose repair

+ We now have a scan tool for semi trucks,
agricultural equipment and construction
equipment.

Corner of 91N & 82W « RM Of Glenella-Lansdowne
4 Miles North of Arden on Hwy 352 & 2 Miles West
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Letter: Closing Ag research stations may hamper Ag industry

Editor’s note: This let-
ter is directed for Heath
MacDonald, theMunister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food.
This letter was also shared
with the Farmers’ Advocate to
be shared with the readership:

Dear Minister Mac-
Donald, I am writing to
express my deep concern
regarding the govern-
ment’s unilateral decision
to close three Agricultural
Research Facilities and
four Research Farms
across Canada.

Agriculture and food
production play a foun-
dational role in Canada’s
economy and, more im-
portantly, in the health
and well-being of Can-
adians. Citizens who
pay taxes rightly expect
access to safe, wholesome,
high-quality food. As the
founder and editor of a
farm magazine, Charles
Walters, once said: “The
function of a producer
1s not just to grow bins
and bushels; it is to grow
quality food that pro-
duces minds capable of
thought and reason.”
When one considers the
current physical and
mental health challenges
facing our society, it is
evident that significantly
more—mnotless—research
1srequired. Research and
industry together play a
critical role in meeting
that objective.

Equally important is
the human element. A
substantial amount of
specialized human capital
is at stake. The scientists,
technicians, and support
staff working at these fa-
cilities represent decades
of accumulated expertise.
Decisions of this mag-
nitude demand careful
evaluation of both the
people and the long-term
consequences of eliminat-
ing this capacity.

Innovationisnot merely
important—it is the life-
line of any industry and
country. Research should
be viewed much like the
purchase of capital equip-
ment: through the lens
of return on investment.
A trusted expert in this
field has advised me that
investments in agricul-
tural research historically
generate returns of 20-30
to 1, even after account-
ing for the time value of
moncy.

Each research facility
should be evaluated on its

individual merits, based
on the projects underway,
by a qualified committee
of “big-picture” thinkers
with along-term mandate.
It 1s difficult to believe
that such an evaluation
was completed prior to
the closure decision. How-
ever, it is not too late. I
strongly encourage your
department to involve
industry and citizens
over the next year in a
transparent evaluation
process, culminating in a
public report that clearly
identifies:

The value of current re-
search programs Projects
that could be paused Work
that may be outdated and
suitable for termination

Our soils, water, live-
stock, and food safety
systems are Ganada’s most
basic and irreplaceable
resources. These must be
preserved at all costs—
for future generations
and for the international
customers who rely on
Canadian exports. Every-
thing begins with the soil,
supported by responsible
water and livestock man-
agement.

I am also concerned
about the fate of long-term
joint ventures currently
underway between gov-
ernment, industry, and
individuals. If projectsare
terminated mid-stream,
any resources contributed
by third parties must be
repaid. Moreover, in-
dependent, third-party
research 1s essential in
agriculture—as in any
industry—to verify results
and maintain public trust.
Withoutit, Canadians are
shortchanged, innovation
is stifled, and research
risksbecoming dominated
solely by large corpora-
tions whose first respon-
sibility is to shareholders.

Irecognize the difficult
balance requiredin public
decision-making between
ideology, necessity, ac-
ceptability, and afford-
ability. However, the first
step must be the creation
of a qualified, independ-
ent committee to examine
each facility—its projects,
people, infrastructure,
and future potential—and
report back with find-
ings, potential savings,
and recommendations
for modernization where
appropriate and available
to all segments of society.

To underscore the im-
portance of this issue,

consider the following:

In 2024, Agriculture
and the agri-food system
generated $149.2 billion
in economic activity—
seven per cent of Canada’s
GDP—withprimary agri-
culture contributing $31.7
billion.Every dollar of
sales at the primary end
creates 4.70 dollars of
economic activity in the
agri-food system.

Agriculture and Food
Processing represent Can-
ada’s largest manufactur-
ing employer, supporting
2.3 million jobs (1 in nine
Canadian jobs).

Agriculture and Sea-
food exports exceed $100
billion annually.

Future : With the right
investment, industry re-
ports suggest agricul-
ture has the potential
to outperform the auto
and aerospace sectors
combined.

These facts clearly dem-
onstrate that primary-
level research in soil,
water, and livestock is
essential to producing
competitively priced,
high-quality raw prod-
ucts—allowing the entire
food system to thrive for
Canadians and export
markets alike.

All Canadians are fa-
cing uncertain and chal-
lenging times, particular-
ly given global instability
and our unpredictable
relationship with our
southern neighbour. We

have weathered difficult
periods before, and we
will again. That is pre-
cisely why I am urging
you to pause, listen, and

o
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examine all options before
permanently dismantling
research facilities that
safeguard Canada’s soils,
water, livestock, food

safety, and long-term eco-
nomic resilience.
Harvey Dann
West St. Paul, MB
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Wilcox Simmentals
P 204-750-1658
anthony_wilcox8@hotmail.com

Twin Meadows Livestock
P 204-723-2386
C 204-526-7060
or 204-723-0029

Twin Oak Livestock
P 204-723-2275
C 204-526-5010
twinoaklimousin@hotmail.ca

twinmeadowlivestock@gmailcom

BASKM Land & Cattle Inc.

baskmlandcattleinc@gmail.com

C

Lil Chicks Cattle Co.
Shaelyn 204-870-2198
Megan 204-637-2046

Stfarms5@gmail.com

Brad 204-212-2214
Matthew 306-452-5312
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BEAUTIFUL PLAINS AG COMPLEX

Sale Managed By: T Bar C Cattle Co Ltd. Watch and bid online at dims.ca

SALE TIME 1PM
NEEPAWA, MB

Big Dream Livestock
P 519-373-2526
bigdreamlivestock@gmail.com
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Beef industry traceability rules need more study

Continued from
Farmers’ Advocate
Jfront page

Morethan40percentofCanada’s
beef cattle production is exported
annually, so maintaining market
access 1s key. Livestock traceability
systems support Canada’s disease
status reporting to international
bodies and export markets, which is
important for maintaining trading
opportunities and supporting eco-
nomic sustainability in ourindustry.
Thefasteradiseaseinvestigation can
bedoneandinformationshared with
trade partners, the better.

The federal traceability require-
ments currently in effect for cattle
were introduced in 2000. The pro-
posed amendments to Part XV of
the Health of Animals Act— Trace-
ability Regulations have been under
discussion between the CFIA and
members of the beef value chain
for several years. This has included
ongoing input from provincial cattle
associations like MBP and vari-
ous national associations. In 2016,
nineteen industry organizations
endorsed the Cattle Implementation
Plan, thesector’spreferred approach
to traceability system adjustments.
The beef industry has continually
provided feedback as the proposed
changes have been moving through
the government’sregulatory change

process, such as the gazetting pro-
cess. This will continue.

So what types of changes have
been proposed, but not taken effect?
Key changes for producers include:
* Arequirementtogetorkeep current
apremisesidentification (PID)num-
berfromthe provincial government.
* A requirement to include your
PID numberwhen you are purchas-
ing approved indicators (tags) and
when you are reportinginformation
related toidentification of cattle and
their movement, and
* Reporting the arrival of cattle (i.c.
move-in reporting) within seven
days.

Itis important to note that under
the proposed traceability system up-
dates that movement reporting into
the Canadian Livestock Tracking
System (CLTS) is not required for
animal movements within the same
farm. As proposed, you won't be ex-
pected to report calves within hours
of birth. Calves may be tagged and
recorded before leaving the farm,
just like now. You will only have to
report new animals coming onto
your operation (move-in).

There is a proposed exception
though for cattle going to/from ro-
deos/fairs/exhibitions, to commun-
itypastures(whichisdoneasagroup,
not individual tag numbers), and to
veterinary clinics, where both their

NOTHING CONTROLS WILD OATS IN
WHEAT LIKE DUAL-MODE CAZADO™.

You needed a breakthrough to keep your fields cleaner,
and ADAMA delivered. With best-in-class results and
first-ever innovation, CAZADO™ controls Group 1 and
Group 2 resistant wild oats like never before.

It feels good to be in control.

departure from your operation and
their return will need to be reported
into the CLT'S. We recognize there
are some questions about these re-
quirements and itisimportant there
1sindustry alignment on these types
of concerns.

As proposed under new regula-
tions, if you sell your calves through
an auction market, the auction will
report those calves moving in as
a group. The purchaser of those
calves will then report individual
tag numbers when they move onto
that operation.

As for the existing regulations
and for which no changes are being
proposed, cattle must still be tagged
before leaving the site of origin. You
also need to report tag retirement
when animals are slaughtered, ex-
ported or die.

The CFIA has a webinar that
gives a good overview of what
the proposed changes mean. I
strongly encourage you to check it
out. See: htips://www.youtube.com/
walch?v=5w3A Lso7lg0&1=0s

MBP’s website also has more
information about what’s being
proposed. Go to: https://mbbeef.
ca/our-news/
understanding-
proposed-up-
dates-to-live-
stock-traceabil-

ity-regulations

Follow along on MBP’s social
media for updates as well. Get a
premises identification via Mani-
toba Agriculture at Atlps://wuwew.
gov.mb.ca/agriculture/food-safety/
traceability/premuses-identification.html

Beginreportingmove-ineventsto
the Canadian Cattle Identification
Agency (CCIA). See https://www.
canadaid.ca/ . Get familiar with
the Canadian Livestock Tracking
System (CLT'S)orthe CLTSMOBO
app which allows for online report-
ing. The CLTS is managed by the
CCIA and it is not a government
database. Some of you may opt to
use apps and programs which can
integrate reporting with the CLT'S.
The information youreportis confi-
dential, protected and only accessed
if a disease traceback is needed.

As of now, publication of the final
traceabilityamendmentsin Canada
Gazette II is not expected any ear-
lier than this spring. As noted, the
CFIA has paused this process for
an undetermined length of time
to get more input. MBP and other
industry stakeholders will continue
to provide that to them based on

feedback from ourmembers. Ifthere
1s another public comment period, I
also strongly urge you to make your
questions and concerns known to
the CFIA. There is supposed to be
aone-yearwindow between publica-
tionofregulatory changesand when
they would come into effect. The
beefindustry has requested a robust
education and awareness process to
givealltimetoprepare. Aswell, MBP
has also advocated with the CFIA
foraperiod of softenforcementwhile
producers get familiarized with any
changes made.

Whatever traceability system
changes are enacted must be prac-
tical for producers, not add more
regulatory burden and should
provide clear value for the sector,
such as assisting with timely dis-
case investigations and ensuring
confidence among our trading
partners. Havinga well functioning
traceability systemisveryimportant
for the Canadian beef industry for
the reasons I've explained in this
column. If you have questions or
concerns, please continue to reach
out to us, and explore the resources
I've identified here to learn more.

March 17-19

REAL District, Regina, SK

Prepare for spring and a more productive growing season!
Discover inspirational networking opportunities with industry
leaders and access innovative ag products to improve the way
you work now. Enjoy fun events and live entertainment.

Canada's Farm Show, Regina, SK presented by Bunge brings global
insights to local farming, delivering an unmissable experience.

LEARN MORE

CanadasFarmShowReginaSK.ca

Scan the QR code to contact 4
Gerald Hildebrand, your local
ADAMA Area Business Manager.

[=]

CAZADO.CA

Always read and follow label directions. CAZADO is a trademark of ADAMA
Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd. ©2026 ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd.

CANADA'S

GE FARM SHOW
B REGINA, SK

Presented by B@ N G E
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Let's work together to simplify your monthly payments
Q  Searchis search into one and take charge of your budget.
Connect with one of our lending experts today to consolidate your loan.
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SMALL-TOWN TALENT, BIG STAGE: LOCAL SKATERS BOUND FOR WINTER GAMES

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Evie McAdam.

Three local skaters will com-
pete against the province’s best
at the Manitoba Winter Games.

Virden’sMiadu Plessisand Evie McAdam alongwith Elkhorn’s
Kaylee Malcolm have all earned spots on Team West for the
prestigious event. It will be held March 1-7 in Thompson. More
than 1,000 athletes, coaches and managers will take partin 12
different sports.

Du Plessis, McAdam, and Malcolm all train with Skate
Virden. Elkhorn’s Sara Chant is a manager for Team West in
figure skating. Skate Virden members Nate Greenbank, Luke
Greenbank and Ainslee McGregor will also compete for Team
West at the Games. The Greenbanks hail from the Wawota
area. McGregor is from Waskada. Nate Greenbank recently
competed at the Skate Canada Trophy in Dartmouth, N.S. It
was his second year competing in the national event.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

OIL KINGS TAKE 2-0 SERIES LEAD

OVER JETS

Mia dU PIeSSiS PHOTO BY INTUITION STUDIOS

Regarding the upcoming Winter Games, Malcolm said, “I'm
looking forward to the experience and to compete against and
be teammates with the best skaters in Manitoba. I'm also look-
ing forward to spending time with my team and friends in the
village and all the memories that I will make along the way.”

The daughter of Steven and Stephanie Malcolm, who rep-
resents the Elkhorn Figure Skating Club, will compete in the
pre-novice mixed event.

Coach Patty Hole noted that Malcolm moved up a group
this year. The coach said “She did amazing. She had a great
qualifying.”

Du Plessis, the daughter of Jaco and Annemie, also shone in
qualifying. When asked what allowed her to be successful, du
Plessis said, “I practiced more than 10 hours a week on ice and
did extra office exercise to improve myself.”

Hole said that du Plessis is a strong jumper. The coach said,
“She has been on a steady
incline now for the past few
years.” At the Manitoba Win-

Kaylee Malcolm SUBMITTED PHOTO

ter Games, she will compete in the Star 6 freeskate and Star 7
short program.

A major goal for McAdam this season was to earn a spot on
Team West. Having accomplished that, the daughter of Wendy
and Jonathan McAdam said, “It means all the effort that I've
put into skating and practices are working.” She will compete
in Star 6 free skate and 7 short programs.

Of McAdam, Hole said, “She is a strong, determined, and
hardworking girl. She has just really worked hard and earned
a spot to go to Games, so I'm really proud of her.”

Other area athletes and coaches who have been announced
as participating at the Manitoba Winter Games include: archery
- Baylee Cameron, Virden; curling - Paxton Bickerton, Elkhorn;
gymnastics - Ashlynn Cousins, Miniota; hockey (female) - Payton
Flannery, Pipestone; Kinsley =~ Robertson, Virden; Langley Ger-
rard, Oak Lake; Andie Williamson, Reston; Anita Vachon
(coach), Oak Lake; hockey (male) - Cohen Canart, McAuley; and
Grady Hay, Virden. Former Virden resident Emma Ramsey, now of
Brandon, is a coach of one of Team West’s women’s hockey teams.

with me! Itwasastatementfor ~ Riverside Canucks. Larry was

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Oil Kings
showed perseverance in
taking a 2-0 lead over
the Rivers Jets in their
Tiger HillsHockey League
quarterfinals series.

In each of the first two
senior hockey contests in
the best-of-five series, the
Jets took early leads. The
Oil Kings battled back to
win game one 6-3 and the second one 6-2.

“We always seem to have hard fought
gameswith Rivers,” Virden forward Elisha
Bambridge said. “With our team, we know
we can always come back in a game and
keepbattling towear down the other team.
Thisyear, we have a very deep team and if
we play like we can we can hopefully make
a deep playoff push.”

Game three was played on Feb. 24 in
Rivers after the Empire-Advance dead-
line. If needed, Virden would host game
four on Feb. 25. Game five would be on
Feb. 28 in Rivers. The Jets hold home ice
advantage as they finished fourth in the
THHL regular season, just a spot ahead
of the Oil Kings.

Game One
Oil Kings 6, Jets 3

OnFeb. 20, the hostJetsled 1-0 after the
first period and madeita 2-Olead 2:15into
the second frame. The Oil Kings scored
three straight to lead 3-2 at the second
intermission. Colby Asseltine scored the
first one, and then Bambridge found the
back of the net twice. His last goal came
on the power play.

The Jets did not go away and tied things

PHOTO BY DALE DAVISON
Brad Bowles (9) scores for the Virden Oil Kings in
game two of their series with the Rivers Jets

up just 39 seconds into the third period
on a goal by former Virden Oil Capitals
junior player Layton Veitch. Fifty-nine
secondlater, OilKingsdefenceman Nolan
Wallace lit the lamp on the power play for
the game winner. In the final two minutes
of the game, Shawn Bowles and Shane
Price scored empty-net goals.

Bambridgeand Brad Bowleseachhad three
points. Oil Kings goalie Riley Wallace made
16 saves. The Jets’ Riley Lamb had 35 saves.

Game Two
Oil Kings 6, Jets 2

Rivers took a 1-0 lead in the first period
in Virden on Feb. 21. Shawn Bowles knot-
ted the game up at 1-1 on a shorthanded
goal for the Oil Kings.

In the second period, the Jets scored
on the power play to lead 2-1. Virden
responded with five straight goals to
grab the victory. Dillin Stonehouse and
Bambridge scored in the second period.
In the third, Brad Bowles had two goals
and Bambridge one.

Brad Bowlesled the waywith five points.
Bambridge finishedwith four points,while
Shawn Bowles had three. Riley Wallace
turned away 17 shots. Lamb had 30 saves.

17.C;
YRR
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This week I would like to
share about someone who
influenced me even though I
never refereed with him. I was
sad to hear that Larry Nickol
from Killarney passed away
recently. Larryplayed the game
buthisfirstlovewasbaseball. He
played in championship games
butalsoumpiredin those cham-
pionship games as well.

One day as I was about to
continue to umpire baseball
games,Iwasinvited togotoan
umpires’ school. There were a
fewofusthatwent,aswewould
be umpiring the Manitoba
Senior Baseball League, in-
cluding working games in the
Provincial playoffs. We spent
time going over the rule book
and theinterpretation ofthose
rules and how they applied to
the game of baseball.

Larry was running the
clinicandhesaid onesentence
thatstuck with me all through
hockey and baseball seasons.
He asked a question. “What s
fair?” T had never heard that
said before. Itreally resonated

the ages with me. Thank you
Larryforbeingagreatmentor.
It shifted my thought process
inumpiring baseballgamesas
well as refereeing.

In hockey we see it all the
time, the punches in the face
afterawhistle thatareignored,
yet if someone retaliates, they
get called. Why in the world is
thefirstpunchnotcalled? Why
is retaliation always called?
Thatis not fair and an official
can make this biased decision,
based on thatway of officiating.

The fighting instigator
penalty always made no sense
to me. The instigator gets a
2-minute penalty and, more
often than not, itis not called
correctly. What was the initial
penalty that would be called,
that would be the instigator
penalty. Nowhereisascenario.
I slash, crosscheck, punch or
any other minor penalty and
go after you and drop the
glovesandwe engageinafight.
Who is the instigator? Well,
in my opinion the player who
started the whole thing with
a slash, punch etc would be
the instigator and should be
penalized accordingly.

Back to Larry. I worked
some Provincial league finals
and Manitoba senior baseball
finals. Workingwith Larrywas
always fun. He was never in a
rush to make the call unless it
was a bang, bang play at first.

One night in Brandon the
Cloverleafs were playing the

the first base umpire, I was
calling second and third base.
Well, we had abang, bang play
atfirstand Larrywastaking his
own sweet time about making
the call. Was the runner safe
or out? After which seemed
like an eternity, Larry called
the runner out, which in my
opinion was the correct call.

At the end of the inning, I
walked over to Larry and said,
great call Larry, that was a
banger. Hesmiledandnodded
his head and said thank you. I
said, I do have a question for
you, why the delay in the call.
Did you go for coffee or some-
thing? Didyou forgetwhatyou
were going to call, or were you
distracted in some way ?

Larry said, I was just trying
tokeep the crowdin suspense,
keep them on the edge of their
seats. Now run along back to
your base and do your job!
Larry was grinning from ear
toear. We hadalotoflaughsin
the clubhouse after the game.
He said I justwanted to replay
the callin my mind, itwas that
close a play, which it was.

The world is not a better
place without him, but his
memory stays with me. Larry,
it was my pleasure working
with you, and thank you for
teaching me. It has always
stuck with me, what you said
atthatumpires school so long
ago, back in the 1990’s. Rest
in Peace big guy, itwas a lot of
fun working with you!
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AIR CONDITIONING ~ DRAIN CLEANING
PLUMBING HEATING

204-748-2108

YOUR LOCAL MARKETPLACE FOR GOODS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IBDO

Chartered Professional Accountants

CANADA LLP www.bdo.ca

Accounting and Auditing « Ag Advisory and Farm Programs
Bankruptcy and Insolvency * Business Advisory
Business Valuations « Estate and Succession Planning
Information Technology Solutions * Taxation Services

255 Wellington St W, Virden | 204-748-1200 | 1-866-236-7656

McNEILLHARASYMCHUK

McCONNELL
Attorneys at Law

Glen Harasymchuk, B. Sc., LL. B. @ Anique Timmerman, JD
e Jessica Humphries, JD

Buckingham Building, 243 Raglan Street West
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ajoyce@mbhlaw.ca skbranigan@mhlaw.ca
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Virden, MB ROM 2CO Redvers, Saskatchewan
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Reston/Melita Chiropractic Clinic' /

@ Dr. Shannon Gervin, D.C.

Box 456 Melita, MB ROM 110

Reston- 204-877-3104
223-4th St, Reston
Mon and Fri 8:30a - 4:30p

Melita- 204-522-3543
155 Summit St, Melita
Tues and Thurs 8:30a - 4:30p

462 7th Ave South
Virden, MB
Phone: 204-748-3608
Fax: 204-748-3643 Fax: 204-728-3489
Email: phys1st@mymts.net  Email: phys1st@mymts.net

www.physiofirstclinic.ca

1129 19th Street
Brandon, MB
Phone: 204-727-6806

Virden Eyecare Gentre

Dr. David Cochrane | Dr. Julie Paradine
170 NELSON STREET WEST VIRDEN, MB
204.748.1094

O1L CAPS EARN

THREE POINTS IN
WEEKEND SPLIT

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Oil Capitals earned three points in the
standings last week.

The Manitoba Junior Hockey League team fell 6-5
to the Dauphin Kings in a shootout. That earned it a
point. The Oil Capitals beat the Neepawa Titans 4-2
to collect two more points. With those three points,
the Virden team entered this week with 68 points.
This topped the MJHL’'s MGEU West Division - 10
more than second-place Dauphin’s 58.

The Oil Capitals’ Feb. 18 contest against the Blues
in Winnipeg was postponed due to bad weather. The
local team was to visit the Swan Valley Stampeders on
Feb. 24 after the Empire-Advance deadline. The Oil
Capitals host the Blues on Feb. 27 and play in Selkirk
on Feb. 28.

Kings 6, Oil Caps 5 SO

The Kings’ Ethan Stewart was the lone shooter out
of six to score in the shootout and lifted the hosts
to a 6-5 win. The Oil Capitals’ Colten Worthington
had scored with just over two minutes remaining in
regulation to force overtime.

“We were pretty inconsistent in Dauphin,” Virden
head coach Tyson Ramsey said. “When we stuck to
our game plan, we were very good but too many times
in the game we got away from what makes us hard to
play against and we allowed them to climb back in the
game. We were able to get a point out of it, but that’s
not the way we need to play.”

Virden’s Dysen Drake was named the first star with
a hat trick. After Dauphin led 1-0 in the first period,
Drake and Bryan Laing scored to give Virden a 2-1
lead. The Kings tied things up at 2-2 before the first
intermission. Drake scored twice to start the second
period to give Virden a 4-2 lead. The Kings came back
with three goals to lead 5-4 after two periods of play.

Braxton Burdenystarted in netfor Virden. He made
26 saves on 31 shots. Micky Gross played in the third
period, overtime and the shootout. He had 11 saves
in game action.

Hunter Bauer made 30 saves for Dauphin. Scoring
for the Kings in regulation were Dylan Miko, Ash
Mitchelmore, Ty Pratte, Joshua Schmidt, and Aiden
Murray.

Oil Caps 4, Titans 2

After ascoreless first period on Feb. 22 in Neepawa,
the Oil Capitals dominated the second frame. Oliver
Schroeder, Drake, and captain Ty Plaisier all scored for
Virden to put the visitors up 3-0. The Titans outscored
the Oil Caps 2-1 in the third period, but Virden left
the Lily Capital of the World with the win.

“In Neepawa, we were very good from start to fin-
ish,” Ramsey said. “As good of a 60-minute effort
since we beat Niverville 1-0 (on Feb. 7). We were tight
defensively, managed the puck well, attacked the net
with a purpose, were good on special teams and got
great goaltending. A very good effort to build on.”

LucasLaramee scored Virden’s third-period marker.
Gross stopped 26 shots.

Talen Lewis and Logan Paquette scored for Nee-
pawa. Titans goalie Zach Burleigh made 31 saves.

Visit our website
www.empireadvance.ca
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New RCMP Area Commander
coming to Virden

By Dale Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Atthe Jan. 19 Town of Vird-
encouncilmeetingRCMP Ser-
geant Amy Doan introduced
Staft Sergeant Scott McAuley
as the new Area Commander
for Westman RCMP. The pos-
ition hasbeen vacantfor some
time, and council expressed
appreciation for having some-
one experienced—particu-
larly someone with Manitoba
experience—stepping into
the role.

McAuley is currently serv-
ing as Area Commander
in Pembina Valley and is
originally from McAulay. His
experience includes two years
with the CalgaryPolice Service
andwith the RCMPinAlberta,
Saskatchewan,and Manitoba.
He anticipates being in this
new role for at least a couple
of years.

Coun. Marc Savy asked
about the status of two RCMP
members—one suspended
and one on administrative
duties. McAuley explained
thatthe matteriscurrentlyout-
side local control and subject
to an ongoing investigation.
The Virden detachment is
awaiting results that will be
sharedwhen theinvestigation
is completed.

Coun. Bruce Dunning
raised a question ata previous
meeting about the number
of mental health-related calls
handled by RCMP. Sgt. Doan
responded that there were 56
mental health calls in 2025.
The detachment normally
responds to at least five calls
per month. Enhancements
tothe CAD (Computer-Aided
Dispatch) system will ensure
more accurate tracking and
reporting going forward. This
willallow Criminal Operations
to bring concrete data to
discussions around workload
and resources for mental
health calls.

Water treatment & land
purchase

Currently, the municipality
maintainsseparateinternetac-
countsforwaterinfrastructure
sites including the well, the
pump house and the water
treatment plant.

Under a new arrangement
involving RFNOW the mu-
nicipality would consolidate
servicesinto one mainaccount
with twointernetconnections,
allowing all facilities to com-
municate with each other.
Coun. Lynette Grumpelt
raised concerns about fiber
outages and the critical na-

ture of water infrastructure
connectivity. CAO Stewart
confirmed the Town is exam-
ining backup solutions, as
redundancy is essential. After
discussion, the motion to
approve the agreement was
carried.

CAO Rhonda Stewartsaid,
“Wewill be hiring ATAP (Ad-
vanced Technology Applica-
tions) to provide operational
support and training to our
water treatment plant oper-
atorstoensure thatthe plantis
operatingatoptimalefficiency
and treatment capabilities.”

Council passed a motion
to engage ATAP at a cost of
$12,750 as well as the services
of an engineer for one day at
$2,400.

Council approved the
purchase of the lot next to
the water treatment plant.
Stewart said the Town is buy-
ing it, “in case we require
it for future expansion of
the water treatment plant.
This is good planning on
behalf of Council to ensure
we have the required land
for future expansion. If the
Town chooses to not repair
the water tower, the Town
may be required to expand
the reservoir at the plant to
ensure adequate quantity of
water for the community at
all times.”

Pump Repair Clarification

Coun Travis Penner ques-
tioned an expenditure de-
scribed in the spending ac-
countsaspumprepair. Penner
asked whether this charge
related to the recent well
repair for Well No. 2 in the
valley. CAO Rhonda Stewart
clarified that the expense re-
lated to sewer infrastructure,
specifically lift station pumps,
rather than the well system.
Stewartnoted thataliftstation
pumphadrecentlyfailed,and
themunicipalityalso contracts
annualmaintenance onalllift
stations.

Storefront Improvement
Grant

Councildiscussed the Store-
front Improvement Grant
program, noting that in previ-
ous years $25,000 had been
allocated annually. The Town
intends to review and poten-
tially rewrite eligibility criteria.
They’llassesswhether thefund-
ing level is still appropriate
and determine whether the
program is achieving its in-
tended objectives. With a new
Economic Development Man-
ager in place, administration
will work toward refining the
programforrelaunchnextyear.

VCI scholarship
Council confirmed con-
tinuation of its annual $2,000
scholarship awarded to a
graduate of Virden Collegiate
Institute who demonstrates
volunteer involvement in
school or community and
exemplifiesstrong citizenship
qualities.
Virden Music & Arts
Festival
Council approved provid-
ing $500in sponsorshiptothe
Virden Music & Arts Festival
the same as the contribution
made last year.
Arts Mosaic caboose
Council discussed to a
request from Arts Mosaic
regarding caboose fundrais-
ing efforts. The discussion
centered on the paintingspre-
viouslyacquiredandsold, with
proceeds designated for the
caboose restoration project.
Council clarified that tax-
deductible receipts cannot be
issued for purchases of paint-
ings, as buyers are receiving
something of value in return.
Only straight cash donations
qualify for tax receipts.
Community Edge
The Economic Develop-
ers Association of Manitoba
(EDAM) providesacommun-
ity economic development
program designed to educate
development officers, elected
officials, community lead-
ers, CAO’s to better under-
stand community economic
development in Manitoba.
Mayor Tina Williams and
Coun. Tara Maxwell have
completed several modules
of this training and strongly
recommend the sessions,
emphasizing howhelpful they
areinunderstanding complex
topicssuch astax milratesand
municipalfinance. Amotionis
passed authorizing interested
council members to attend.
Election training
Coun. Marc Savy met with
AMM (Association of Mani-
tobaMunicipalities) todiscuss
training forallstaffinvolvedin
elections. AMM projects that
55 to 65 percent of council
members across Manitoba
municipalities could change
in the October elections.
CAO Report
CAO Stewartreported that
this would be her final Coun-
cil meeting in her current
role. She plans to schedule
meetings with municipal
stakeholderstoformallyintro-
duce thenew CAO Neil Smith
and review partnerships and
relationships within the com-
munity.

Province expands hospital security
as union calls effort "“bare minimum”

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Currently Virden Medical
Centre is one of the locations
within Prairie Mountain
Health (PMH) region with
a security officer. Safety has
been an ongoing issue ac-
cording tohealth careworkers
unions.

There’s a court filing
against Manitoba Govern-
ment pressing the issue.
Meanwhile, safety measures
for front line workers have
been announcement by the
province, but there’s nothing
new for Virden, Hamiota or
other nearby facilities.

In theirFeb. 19 pressrelease
the Manitoba Government
announced the roll-out of
the SAFE mobile app. It’s
now available at St. Boniface
Hospital, Health Sciences
Centre Winnipeg and Bran-
don Regional Health Centre.
Many patients from around
the province, including West-
man find themselves in these
major Manitoba hospitals
where safety measures are be-
ing increased. The SAFE app
provides staff with real-time
safety alerts, a direct con-
nection to security services,
emergency notifications and
personal safety tools within
a single mobile platform to
improve communication and
situational awareness.

Manitoba is currently the
only health system in Canada
using an integrated mobile
safety alert platform of this
kind to support front-line
staff safety.

Manitoba’s safety an-
nouncement came 10 days
after the Feb. 9 action by
Manitoba Association of
Health Care Professionals.
MAHCP filed with the Court
of King’s Bench, taking the
government to court to en-
force Manitoba’s Workplace
Safety and Health Act on the
province’s largest healthcare
employer, Shared Health.

While the province says
theyre making one of the
largest investments in institu-
tional safety officers (ISOs),
in answer to an inquiry
regarding security measures
in Virden, and other nearby
locations, Steve Geletchuk,
Prairie Mountain Health
Manager of Security Services
indicated thatVirden Medical
Centre already has a security
officer. “PMH has 18 front-
line ISOs. We have trained
20 ISO positions total. This
includes replacement staff
and a supervisor.”

These locations are: Bran-

don Regional Health Centre,
Brandon 7th StreetHealth Ac-
cess Centre, Brandon Minor
InjuryandIllness Clinic, Dau-
phinRegional Health Centre,
Russell Health Centre, Swan
Valley Health Centre, Virden
Medical Centre.

Geletchuk indicated PMH
iscontinuing towork with the
province on safety measures
and that there’s some flex-
ibility within safety officer
staffing. He said, “Officers
provide services to all PMH
sites within these respective
communities including Per-
sonal Care Homes and com-
munity programs. Security
guardscanalsobedispatched
or temporarily reassigned, to
sites in other communities
across the region to provide
security supportasrequired.”

Institutional Safety Of-
ficers (ISOs) are licensed
Peace Officers under the
authority of Manitoba Justice
and the Police Services Act.
In health-care environments,
ISOshave additional training
in crisis intervention and de-
escalation techniques, search
and investigation, powers of
arrest and detention.

The last place you'd expect
to find violence is the local
hospital or clinic. However,
health care is among the
most dangerous of workplace
sectors says Jason Linklater
presidentof MAHCP. (Inwest-
ernManitoba, MAHCPrepre-
sents paramedics, laboratory
and diagnostic imagining
professionals employed by
Shared Health).

It was over a decade ago
when a nurse and a clerk in
Hamiota hospital were at-
tacked by a knife-wielding
patient. The nurse was in-
jured, the clerk managed to
lock herself in a bathroom
but was traumatized. There
was no safety officer in the
building and there isn’t one
assigned there now.

Linklater acknowledged
the government’s safety
announcement. “The an-
nouncement does contain
some positive things that we
are happy to see.” But he said,
“Government’sactionstodate
represent the bare minimum
that should have been done
longago to protect the people
who deliver care.

He said Manitoba Work-
place Health and Safety
should be doing more. He
summarized the case that
MAHCPhasfiled: “Manitoba
has laws that are supposed to
keep health care workers safe
and the province’slargest em-
ployerwhichisShared Health

has broken those laws...”

He said that having ex-
hausted otheravenues, they’re
turning to the courts.

“The only reason govern-
ment and employers have
lifted a finger to improve
safetyforfrontline healthcare
workers is because the Mani-
toba Association of Health
Care Professionals (MAHCP)
and other healthcare unions
haveforced themintoaction.”

Linklater said violence
is not just an urban issue.
Rural healthcare faces it too.
He points to paramedicine
in Prairie Mountain Health
struggling with a 40 per cent
vacancy rate. Paramedics
often respond to dangerous
calls.

Virden RCMP responds to
about five mental health calls
permonth. Alongwithmental
health, addictions can play a
part in violent incidents that
plague healthcare workers.

“Obviously there’s, you
know, different types of in-
cidents that happen...” says
Linklater.

Medical professionals in
every capacity have had to
dealwithsuchissues “from the
beginning of time.” He adds,
“Alarge part of it is people in
crisis, and people’s reaction
to...being somewhere [on]
the worst day in their life.”

Injury to health workers
goesbeyondreactiveviolence.
Inanysetting-hospitals, diag-
nostics, personal carefacilities
or paramedicine, staff short-
agesmake those on dutymore
vulnerable to stress, accidents
and injury.

Government’s role

“The government’s job
is to ensure that the people
that work for them are doing
whatthey’resupposedtodoto
protecttheiremployeesandso
government’s role is twofold,
it’s oversight and funding,”
says Linklater.

People from all walks of
life end up on medicine’s
doorstep. “What’'sramped up
issocietyisdifferenttoday, the
challenges that people face
in hospitals are more severe
and the crisis that people go
through is more severe.”

Linklater said, “There
needs to be a human resour-
ces plan implemented by the
government to ensure that
short staffing is addressed.”

He advocates for a health
and safety committee to be
in place for paramedics,
something thatunder Shared
Health, they’ve not had.
That committee would be
responsible for investigating
injurious incidents.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is hereby given that the R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth's Weed Department intends to conduct the following
pesticide control programs within the R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth. The projected dates of application will be from May
15, 2026 to November 15, 2026.

1. Tocontrol noxious weeds on the right-of-ways within the R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth which will include:
2,4-D Amine, 2,4-D Ester, Triclopyr, Picloram, Dicamba, Glyphosate, Indazifam, Aminopyralid,
Diflufenzopyr, Metsulfuron-methyl, Aminocyclopyrachlor, Fiesta, Pro-Surf I, Ag-Surf Il and Gateway

2. Tocontrol noxious weeds and provide vegetation management on public lands within the R.M. of Wallace-

Woodworth which will include:
2,4-D Amine, 2,4-D Ester, Picloram, Dicamba, Glyphosate, Indazifam, Aminopyralid, Diflufenzopyr,
Metsulfuron-methyl, Aminocyclopyrachlor, Fiesta, Pro-Surf Il, Ag-Surf Il and Gateway
3. Toprovide vegetation management on industrial sites in and around the R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth which will
include:
2,4-D Amine, 2,4-D Ester, Dicamba, Glyphosate, Indazifam, Aminopyralid, Diflufenzopyr, Metsulfuron-
methyl, Aminocyclopyrachlor, Fiesta, Pro-Surf I, Ag-Surf Il and Gateway
4. Tocontrol the following pests including grasshoppers, elm bark begtles, forest tent caterpillars, cankerworms, and
mosquitoes which will include:
Bacillus thuringiensis, Chlorpyrifos, and Deltamethrin

The public may, within 15 days after this notice is published, submit written comments to the department or register a
written objection to the use of pesticide next to their property.
Required Contact Information:

Manitoba Environment and Climate Change

Environmental Approvals Branch

Box 35, 14 Fultz Boulevard

Winnipeg, MB R3Y 0L6

pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca

Note: Previous submissions or objections must be resubmitted each year.
No Spray Program

Property owners who would like to register their property as part of the No Spray Program may
contact the R.M. Virden office at 204-748-1239 to get an application form.

Report Noxious Weed Sightings

Help us identify noxious weeds. Ratepayers are encouraged to report noxious weed sightings by phoning the R.M.
Virden office at 204-748-1239.

www.wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com

Elkhorn school shows their support.

EarlylastSun-
day morning,
more than 50
people gathered at the Elkhorn District
Community Centre to cheer on home-
town product Travis Sanheim in the
men’s hockey gold medal game at the
Milano Cortina 2026 Winter Olympics.

Jack Hughes’ goal 1:41 into overtime
meant a 2-1 win for Team USA and
the silver medals for Team Canada.
Throughout his Olympic journey, the
son of Kent and Shelly Sanheim and
his family felt strong support from his
hometown. Shelly shared an EDCC
Facebook post about the watch party
and wrote, in part:

“Thank you to our little community,
family and friends rooting for Travis
and Team Canada! It might not be the
colour we were hoping for, but we are
soooo damn proud of this team.”

EDCC president Devrin Stonehouse
said about 35 adults and 20 children
came out to the watch party. He said:

“When we first decided to do the
party, we weren’t really sure how many
people would attend with it being so
early in the morning. The thing that
surprised us the most was the amount
of children that got out of bed in the
morning to come and watch, some even
traveling 20-30 minutes with four kids.
I thought that was awesome, and watch-
ing the kids go out onto the ice to skate
between periods then come upstairs to
watch again with their Team Canada
colours on.”

The watch party was just one way
Elkhorn showed support for Sanheim,
who is a standout defenceman for the

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

PHOTOS BY ELKHORN SCHOOL

National Hockey League’s Philadelphia
Flyers. For example, at the Elkhorn
School, bulletin boards were decorated
to highlight Sanheim and Team Can-
ada. The school held a Team Canada
spirit day.

“Everyone you talked to in the com-
munity were obviously watching the
games and excited towatch Travis play,”
Stonehouse said. “Driving around town,
there were flags/jerseys hung up in
businesses and homes. To think that
he grew up playing in Elkhorn and be-
ing able to watch him play throughout
the tournament and in a gold medal
game is incredible. Everyone couldn’t
be more proud of him and the way he
played throughout the tournamentand
that he will be coming home with an
Olympic silver medal.

In Italy, Sanheim was cheered on by
a supporting team that included his
parents, wife, siblings, in-laws, close
friends, and the partners of many of the
aforementioned. Theygottosee up close
as Sanheim “skated like he comfortably
belonged with theworld’sverybest,” the
PhillyVoice’s Nick Tricome wrote in a
Feb. 23 article.

Similar to when he helped Canada
win gold at the 2025 4 Nations Face-Off,
Sanheim’s role grew as the tournament
went on. He was a healthy scratch for
Team Canada’s first game, but then
got into the lineup. In the semifinals,
Sanheim had the primaryassiston Shea
Theodore’s game-tying goal in what
turned out to be a 3-2 Canadian win
over Finland. In the gold medal tilt,
Sanheim recorded 15:28 of ice time
and three shots.

Southwest Weed District
PUBLIC NOTICE
PESTICIDE USE PERMIT

Public notice is hereby given that the Southwest Weed District intends to conduct the following pesticide
programs during 2026.

1. To control noxious weeds on rights-of-way within the Municipalities of Sifton, Souris-Glenwood and
Whitehead and within the Municipality of Grassland from mile 126W to mile 150W including all villages,
towns and municipal properties within. The projected dates of application will be from May 1, 2026 to
October 31, 2026. The herbicides that may be used include;

- 2,4-D Amine 600 - Octtain XL (fluroxypyr & 24-D)

- Oracle (dicamba) - Garlon XRT (triclopyr)

- Hasten (methyl & ethyl oleate) - RT540 (glyphosate)

- Esplanade SC (indaziflam) - L1 700 adjuvant

- Milestone (aminopyralid)

- Tordon 22K (picloram)

- Overdrive (dicamba,diflufenzopyr)

- Par 3 (2,4-D, dicamba, mecoprop)

- Navius Flex (aminocyclopyrachlor, metsulfuron-methyl)

2. To control snow molds, fusarium, dollar spot, anthracnose, leaf spot on golf courses within weed district
boundary. The projected dates of application will be from May 1 2026 to October 31, 2026.The fungicides
that may be used include;

- Daconil 2787 Fungicide (chlorotrhanil)
- Medallion Fungicide (fluazinam)
- Liberate Adjuvant

- Secure Fungicide (chlorothalonil)
- Instrata II Fungicide (chlorothalonil)

3. To control the following insect pests including mosquitoes, grasshoppers, elm bark beetles and canker-
worms, emerald ash boarer. The projected dates of application for these programs will be from April 1, 2026
to October 31, 2026. The insecticides that may be used include;

- Sevin XLR (carbaryl) - Decis 5EC (deltamethrin)
- Ripcord 400EC (cypermethrin) - Eco Bran Bait (carbaryl)
- Vectobac (Bti) - IMA-JET (imidacloprid)

- DeltaGard (deltametherin)
- Treeazin Systemic Insecticide (azadirachtin)

4. To control rodent pests including rats and mice. The projected dates of application for these programs
will be April 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026. The rodenticides that may be used include;

- Contrac All-Weather Blox (bromadiolone)

- Final All-Weather Blox (brodifacoum)

- First Strike (difethialone)

- Temprid SC (imidaclopyrid, beta-cyfluthrin)

Anyone may send written submissions or objections to specific programs within 15 days of the publication
of this notice to the department below;
MB Environment and Climate
Environmental Approvals Branch
Box 35, 14 Fultz BVLD
Winnipeg, MB
OR
email - pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca




FeBruARY 27, 2026 VIRDEN EmPIRE ADVANCE 17

LGLASOINrIGUDS

Vemory Help Wanted Public Hearing Announcement
CLASS 1
IN LovING MEMORY OF TRUCK DRIVER

cAudrey Collier
FEBRUARY 28, 2018

Although the world keeps turning
And the sun comes up each day,
Life has never been the same
Since you were called away.

You were a special person

So gentle, good and kind

And have left the sweetest memories
And thoughts of you behind.

We only wish there was a way

That we could see you a few more hours
To thank you for the joy you brought
Into this life of ours.

Love FroM LEN,
BEV, BRIAN, RAYMOND, PATRICIA, JANICE

To run Canada - must
have experience

- Paid pick, drops,
layovers and stat pay

- Multi drop runs

- Benefit package

- Dedicated truck

- Sign On & Annual bonus

- BC Experience an Asset

- Reset at home

- Weekend home time

- Paid training

- Referral program

Derek (204) 793-7465

CENTENNIAL TRANSPORT
& LEASING LTD.

What happens when you

don’t advertise? )
& FAMILIES w
Help Wanted

EMPLOYMENT OP

AT DELEAU, MB.

WASTE TRANSFER SITE - PART-TIME POSITION

The RM of Sifton is seeking a motivated in

position at Deleau as a Waste Transfer Site Attendant.

For more information please contact the RM of

2423, email info@rmofsifton.com, or visit the website.

PORTUNITY

dividual for a part-time

Sifton Office at 204-855-

ForT LA Bosse ScHooL Division

SeNior ELEcTION OFFICIAL

The Fort La Bosse School Division is accepting applications for the position of Senior Election

Official (SEO). The next school board election is scheduled fo

The SEO is appointed by the Board of Trustees and is respons
supervision of the school board election process inaccordance
School Boards Elections Act. Responsibilities include managin

the integrity of the electoral process. For more information please visit our website flbsd.mb.ca

Written applications from interested individuals will be accepted until March 15th, 2026

addressed to:
Secretary-Treasurer

Fort La Bosse School Division

PO Box 1420
Virden, MB ROM 2C0
Email: kreid@flbsd.mb.ca
Phone: 204-748-2692

r October 2026.

ible for the general direction and
with The Municipal Councils and
g election logistics and ensuring

MINIOTA GOLF CLUB

Join Our Team

Accepting Applications for 2

* Greens-keeper

* Greens-keeper Assistant
* Club House Manager

* Club House Manager Assi
* Bookkeeper

Applications to be sent to:

Miniota Golf Club
“Applications”

PO Box 291

Miniota, MB ROM 1M0
or norjst@gmail.com

For more information contact:
Noreen at 204 748-5567

026 Season

stants

I

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

above.

DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION:
Wednesday, March 18th, 2026 at 7:30pm
Municipality of Grassland
Council Chambers
209 Airdrie Street, Hartney, MB

DEVELOPMENT PLAN — DENNIS COUNTY PLANNING DISTRICT

Under authority of The Planning Act, the Planning District Board will hold a public hearing
at the time and location listed below to hear from and receive representations from any
persons who wish to make them in respect to the following:

BY-LAW NO. 24, TO ADOPT A DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE DENNIS COUNTY
PLANNING DISTRICT (INCLUDING THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF PIPESTONE, RURAL
MUNICIPALITY OF SIFTON, AND MUNICIPALITY OF GRASSLAND)

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE
CONTACT:
David Houston

Development Officer / Building Inspector

Dennis County Planning District
dcpd@rmofsifton.com

204-855-2423

A copy of the proposed materials may be arranged for review through the contact

Manitoba Community
Newspaper Association
Province Wide Classifieds

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein are
the sole responsibility of
the persons or entities that
post the advertisement, and
the Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association and
membership do not make any
warranty as to the accuracy,
completeness, truthfulness
or reliability of such advertise-
ments. Forgreaterinformation
on advertising conditions,
please consult the Asso-
ciation’s Blanket Advertising
Conditions on our website at
WWW.mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RELEAS-
ES - Have a newsworthy
item to announce? An ex-
citing change in operations?
Though we cannot guarantee
publication, MCNAwill get the
informationintothe righthands
for ONLY $35.00 + GST/HST.
Call MCNA (204) 947-1691
for more information. See
www.mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising” tab for
more details.

NOW BOOKING YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
SPRING 2026! Let us help
you book your blanket clas-
sified ads across Manitoba,
and increase your pres-
ence! If have abooth atany

upcoming TRADE SHOWS,
advertise NOW, and let
people knowthatyouwillbe
there by placing an ad with
us! Your ad will be seeninthe
MCNAMember Newspapers,
in over 368,000+ homes
in Manitoba. Please Call
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW to
book, or call MCNA at (204)
947-1691 for more details or
to book ads. Take advantage
of our great pricing! MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association.
WWW.mcna.com

Auction

For Sale
BATTERIES FOR TURN YOUR STASH
EVERYTHING! INTO CASH!!!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
—
*Auto *Farm *Truck —
*Construction *ATV /)
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts .
*Rechargeables *Tools S’;:_"\),VE;J l;(ygll?A%(:lI[JDl\;l
*Computers *Medical Buying old Jewelry,

*All phones *Chargers
*Marine *RV & more
Shipping/Delivery avail.
THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

Online McSherry
Auctions

Estate & Moving
Wed,Mar.4 @ 7:00 PM
Mancave Auction

Vintage Signs, Toys, General
Store & More!

Tues,Mar.31 @ 7:00 PM
Now Accepting Consignments!
(all us to arrange dropping off
your unwanted items for the
auction!
McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858

or 204-886-7027

mcsherryltd@gmail.com

Cash 4 Coin
Collections!

Also BUYING Old
Jewelry, Nuggets,
Bullion, Gold, Silver,
Platinum, Sterling
Silverware, Franklin
Mint sets, Royal
Canadian Mint Coins,
pre 1937 Paper
Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-204-904-9705

Broken Jewelry, Bullion,
Bars, Ingots, Wafers,
Nuggets, Gold dust,
Dental Gold, Coins,

Coin Collections,
Numismatics, Sterling
Silverware & more!
Estate liquidations of
Precious Metals.
| PAY CASH!
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD: 1-204-904-9705

{(JMcna

Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

CET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)

The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

HAVE
NEWS?

PHONE

OR EMAIL
US YOUR
NEWS TIPS

Empire-Advance

305 Nelson St W, Virden 748-3931
sales@empireadvance.ca
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Louis Riel Day celebrated in St. Lazare

By Ed James
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

All over Manitoba
Louis Riel Day was cele-
brated with hockey tour-
naments, card and bingo
games, musical events
and Metis style meals
to remember the legacy
and history of Louis
Riel. The events honour
the Red River Metis
culture, traditions and
history. Feb. 16 hasbeen
celebrated in Manitoba
since 2008 and with each
passing year the day’s
eventsand programs be-
come bigger as people,
especially the young,
learn about the legacy
that Riel left.

In 1992 he was rec-
ognized as founder of
the province of Manitoba and in 2023 he was,
with the help of The Manitoba Metis Federation
and the Manitoba Government, given the title of
Manitoba’s first premier.

Over the years public opinion has changed from
Riel being the leader of The Red River Resistance
and a traitor in 1885. For his involvement he was
tried and hung at the RCMP Depot in Regina. He
was executed despite a huge public outcry for his
release. Nowin 2026 he is seen by many Canadians
as a freedom fighter for the rights of Metis people.

For many years the community of St. Lazare
has celebrated Louis Riel Day with events like the
evening music show that features a variety of local
and area musicians with an equally wide program
of music.

Waiting for our media crew at the Metis Center
Hall is Terry Haney head of the local Metis and
one of the long-time organizers of Riel Day events.
After greeting us in French he invites us to an
early supper with the village priest. We have a
warm bowl of boulette (bullet) soup a thick hearty
soup made with root vegetables and buffalo meat,
however with no buffalo meat on hand some pork
meat was used. To go with the boulette soup was
freshly made bannock; one of my favourite food
discoveries while teaching in anorthern Manitoba
community years ago.

By 7pm the hall was filled while some musicians
tuned up in the back room. The MC for the even-
ing Eugene Simard is a crowd favourite because
of his musical skills and great groaner jokes. Terry
Haneywelcomed everyone, thanking them for their
continuing support for Riel events.

The first song of the evening was the “Louis Riel
song” sung by Louis Simard, telling the story and
history of Riel’s struggles for the Metis in the Red
River area. Other songs that evening were a mix of
fun and sadness, French and English, with many
having a sing along aspect and lots of toe tapping.

Aregular performer the past few years has been
Isaiah Simard who has worked for 10 years with
Lynne Tremblay. Isaiah sang “Yellow Bird” for his
grandmother’s birthday who was in the audience
thatevening. Another well known local talent even
beyond St. Lazare was singer Julianna Moore who
just recently placed in the top 10 of Canada’s Got
Talent. She performed “Silver Wings” perfectly.
The Simard brothers, Eugene and Bernard, did
Don Williams’ classic “Some Broken Hearts” to the
crowd’s approval, while brother and sister Louis
Simard and Lynn Trenblay did a humorous duet,
“I'm Gonna Wear the Pants!” Come-from-away
performer Rose Gueret did a song called “Beating
On My Lonely Drum”.

During the evening Martin and Micayla Totte
performed and provided backup music for other
performers. As always Paul Deschambault provided
much of the guitar music.

The final performance of the evening was by
Mario Tanguay backed up by five local musicians
singing the traditional 18th century drinking

song, “Et Si Moi” that
had the whole audi-
ence responding to his
musical questions. It’s a
theme song used in Win-
nipeg at The Festival de
Voyageur.

Terry Haney said
afterwards, “It was a
great weekend full of
family events while to-
night’s music show dem-
onstrated the many
talented and self-taught
we have in the area. We
were very happy with
the turnout tonight.
The events we hold are
for all the people in
the community and sur-
rounding area to show
our community spirit
andrecognize the Metis
heritage around them.

“We are grateful for
the leadership of David
Chartrand, president
of the Manitoba Metis
Association, and his
concerns for the Red
River Metis members.”

Haney added that
after 20 years of being
head of the St. Lazare
Metis group he plans to
step down and work in
the background turning
the leadership over to
VP Rene Dupont.

Congratulations to
the community of St
Lazare and its people for
remembering and cele-
brating an important
partofwestern Canada’s
history. Knowing our
history well can lead to
a better future.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pesticide Application Programs

Virden Wellview Golf Club intends to conduct the following
pesticide control programs from May 1 to

October 31, 2026. The public may, within 15 days after

this notice is published, submit written comments to the
department or register a written objection to the use of
pesticide next to their property. All applications are part
of a comprehensive IPM strategy, and depending on pest
threshold levels may or may not include:

1. Weed control in turf areas within the property.
Projected dates of application are May 1 to October 31.
Herbicides may include: Glyphostate, Dicamba, 2, 4-D,
Mecoprop-P.

2. Fungus control in turf areas within the property.
Projected dates of application are May 1 to October 31.
Fungicides used may include: Chlorothalonil,
Propiconazole, Fludioxonil, Azoxystrobin.

PHOTOS BY ED JAMES
Martin and Micayla Totte performed at the St. Lazare Louis Riel Day celebration.

Any public concerns with the above may be addressed by
sending a written submission within fifteen days of this
publication to:

Manitoba Environment and Climate Change
Environmental Approvals Branch

Box 35, 14 Fultz Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3Y OL6
pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca

MONEY
MATTERS

Binancial
Keystone Wealth! | Aviso Wealth

“SHOULD YOU MAX OUT YOUR TFSA OR RSP FIRST?”

When it comes to saving for the future, Canadians often face one bi%
question: Should I contribute to my Tax-Free Savings Account (TFSA) or
my Registered Retirement Savings Plan (RRSP) first? Both accounts offer
powertul benefits, but the right choice depends on your income, tax
situation, and retirement goals.

Let’s break it down with simple examples—and some practical strategies.

Income Level Matters

Ezample 1: Lower Income &Under ;‘%50,000) If you're earning a modest
income, your tax rate is relatively low. RRSP contributions won'’t give you
a huge tax break now, but withdrawals later could still be taxed at similar
rates. In this case, TFSA is often the better first choice—you avoid future
taxes and keep flexibility.

Ezxample 2: Middle Income ($50,000-$90,000) Here, RRSP contributions
start to shine. Suppose you earn $70,000 and contribute $10,000 to your
RRSP. You could save roughly $3,000 in taxes today. If you expect to retire
on a lower income, RRSP withdrawals will be taxed at alower rate, making
this a smart move. Still, balancing contributions between RRSP and TFSA
can give gou both tax savings and flexibility. ]

Ezxample 3: High Income ($100,000+) If you're in a high tax bracket, RRSP
contributions are extremely valuable. A'$20,000 RRSP contribution could
save you $8,000 or more in taxes now. Later, when you withdraw at a
lower rate, you'll come out ahead. TFSA is still useful for extra savings, but
RRSP should likely come first.

Strategy Tips for Smart Saving

1. Use RRSP Refunds -Wisely If you contribute to your RRSP and get a tax
refund, don’t spend it—invest it! Many Canadians use their refund to top
up their TFSA, creating a powerful one-two punch for retirement savings.
2. Think About Timing-If you expect your income to rise significantly in
the future, you might prioritize TESA now and save RRSP room for later
when the tax deduction is more valuable.

3. Plan for Flexibility RRSP-withdrawals are taxable and can affect
overnment benefits like OAS or GIS. TFSA withdrawals are tax-free and
on’t impact benefits, ideal for early retirement or big purchases.

4. Avoid Over-Contributing-Both accounts have strict limits. TFSA over-

contributions are penalized at 1% per month, and RRSP over-contributions

beyond $2,000 allowance also incur penalties. Track your room carefully.

5. Mix and Match-You don’t have to choose one exclusively. Many

Canadians split contributions—RRSP for tax savings now, TFSA for tax-

free growth and flexibility later.

There’s no one-size-fits-all answer but making informed choices toda

can save you thousands tomorrow. Review your income, retirement plans,

and flexibility needs—then decide which account to max out first. Better

yet, talk to a financial advisor to tailor a strategy that works for you.

Mutual funds and other securities are offered through

. . . L . I aviso
Aviso Wealth, a division of Aviso Financial Inc.

wealth




MADE in MANITOBA
Helping local farmers

Nearly $12 million in
¥rograms each Axear
or southwest Manitoba

(&

Ducks Unlimited
(anada

ag.ducks.ca

We know you count on us for reliable, affordable
energy. But we're not just delivering energy -
we're building for the future.

Find out how at hydro.mb.ca/energy-for-life

tI\Manitoba
Hydro ;
energy for life
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JOIN OUR

Weed Inspector
Seasonal Mower Operators
Full-time Grader Operator
Summer Green Team Positions
Recreation Assistant - PAREC
Summer Student Positions - PAREC

APPLY

TODAY!

Contact Us

204-877-3327

hrpipestone@rmofpipestone.com
www.rmofpipestone.com

INTERPRETIVE SPECIALIST

Oak Hammock Marsh
Stonewall, MB

THIS IS
TOURISM

and this could be you.

Behind every tourism experience are the people who make it possible.
Tourism is a $5-million-per-day industry in our province that offers
opportunities that grow as you do.

When you work in tourism, you inspire discovery, create connections and
help shape the Manitoba experiences and stories people love.

See where working in tourism can take you.
Explore opportunities at travelmanitoba.com/tourism

MANITOBA

Reach your TARGET audience.

ADVERTISE WITH UsS!

(204) 748-3931 ~ virdenempireadvance@outlook.com
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For one day everyone will get their

LA AN
@@’ﬁg RREE!

2026 excluding appliances & electronics

10 DAY SALE QuALIFYING PURCHASES: FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES, AND MATTRESSES - in STOCK ITEMS ONLY APPLY

LEATHER SOFA & LOVE SEAT Now
LEATHER SEATING REG $2,299 $1'999

CEULD BE YOULRS R COULD BE YOULRS R
POWER RECLINER Now EREE! EREE"

LEATHER SEATING 8 9 9
2 COLOURS AVAILABLE

POWER SOFA Nnow il SOFA/CHAISE Now
LEATHER SEATING FABRIC SEATING
REG $2,299 $1 ’ 799 REG $1,549 $899

oOULD BROWNWOOD | LAZY BOY
BE YOURS STUDENT ROCKER/

FOR FREE O UNDIBE OFFICE DESK RECLINER

6 PIECE DINING SET nNow REG $449

Now Now

FABRIC SEATING $ 899 EREE" $399 $799

COULD BE YOURS FOR FREEE
SOFA BED TV STAND

FABRIC COVER WITH 3 DRAWERS
QUEEN MATTRESS 72"Wx15"Dx21.75'H
SEALY POSTUREPEDIC POWER RECLINER REG $2099 REG $459

Sorr TS 5769 Moy $9990  $1399 $339

Due to the nature of this sale, we feel a brief explanation is essential. At closing on Monday, March 2, 2026 we will tally the 10 days of sales on all furniture, accessories and

mattresses, excluding appliances and electronics, and divide by 10 to get the average daily sales. The day which is the closest to this daily average, without going over it, will be the

day for which all purchasers will receive their purchase amount back, taxes excluded. In the case of credit card purchases, we will issue a credit immediately. We are tremendously
overstocked right now. We must reduce our inventory. To ensure we do, we will even give it away for one day!

FINANCING AVAILABLE With the BRANDSOURCE credit card

PR To apply:
. ﬁ.pplylng IS VISIT web.fairstone.ca/kullbergs
quick, easy, secure. TEXT kullbergs to 75837 from your smartphone

346 King Street Virden, MB 204-748-3331 www.kullbergs.ca Find us on Facehook!
LAYAWAY AINANCNG AILABLEBY TEXTING —— |EDIEE within 200km Aok our Sales

KULLBERGS TO 75837

OPTIONS FROM YOUR SMART PHONE DEI.“’ERY from Brandon, MB  Associates about

ASK YOUR SALES ASSOCIATE ** BRANDONS ONLY LAZYBOY RETAILER ** (ManitOba 0n|Y). Delivery OptionS!
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